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Rainy Weather Doesn’t Stop FCA From
Holding Summer Cars & Coffee Meet
by Jim Stickford
FCA’s first Cars & Coffee event
was promised to be held, come
rain or shine, and that’s what
they did – have it outdoors despite the rain.
Ralph Gilles, global head of Design for FCA, was at the event,
and admitted that the weather
on June 3 really did keep a lot of
people away from the fun, which
was held at the company’s headquarters in Auburn Hills. Parking
Lot 25 was mostly empty during
the meet.
“We did say rain or shine,”
Gilles said. “Unfortunately, it was
rain this year. Last year our June
Cars & Coffee was standing room
only. The parking lot was packed
with cars and people. This year
we didn’t have a lot of people
come because of the rain. But
that’s not a problem because
these meetings are pretty easy to
put on, and we’ll probably do another one later in the summer.”
Gilles said that he really enjoys
attending events like the FCA
Cars & Coffee because he gets to
interact with real car buffs.
“The winters in Michigan are
long, so everyone goes into hibernation,” Gilles said. “So when
the weather becomes warmer
and nicer, people like to come

out with their cars. So I get to
meet with people I haven’t seen
for a while and catch up with
them. Plus, I get to see what people have been up to during the
winter, what their modifications
to their cars have been and
what’s popular right now. That’s
always fun.”
One trend that Gilles said he’s
noticed is that young people are
again showing an interest in cars.
“A few years ago I would have
agreed with people who were
saying that the car culture was
getting older,” Gilles said. “But

I’ve noticed in the last couple of
years that I am seeing more
young people at these kinds of
events. It turns out that Millennials do love cars, but they were
waiting until they got enough
money to afford a car before getting into shows like this. We get a
great sense of community here
and we love to share ideas on
cars, especially after a long winter.”
Gilles said that in addition to
civilians bringing their cars to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Gilles in front of a Jeep Wrangler concept vehicle built by FCA.

The Next Generation 2019 GMC Sierra Elevation is coming this fall.

New Sierra Elevation Truck
Lifts GMC Buyers’ Options
GMC is reaching for new
heights with the introduction of
the 2019 Sierra Elevation pickup
truck in the fall of 2018
The launch of the next generation Sierra lineup continues with
the introduction of the new 2019
GMC Sierra Elevation.
“Adding to other recently revealed bold, powerful models of
the Sierra, the Elevation makes a
statement in design, capability
and advanced connectivity,” said
Rich Latek, GMC marketing director.
The Sierra Elevation, along

with Denali, AT4 and SLT, is designed to meet the needs and
preferences of discerning GMC
customers, Latek said. The next
generation Sierras are built upon
a prominent foundation of strong
bodywork that incorporates
chiseled fenders and a tall, powerful hood capped with a bigger
and bolder grille than any Sierra
prior.
The Elevation sets itself apart
with distinct monochromatic
door handles, bumpers and grille
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Lawrence Tech, Oakland University Top
Schools in International Robot Contest
by Jim Stickford
The times have finally caught
up with the Intelligent Ground Vehicle-design Competition (IGVC),
said Jerry Lane, owner of Great
Lakes Systems & Technology.
The annual event, which was
held between June 1-4 on the
campus of Oakland University,
first got its start back in 1992,
Lane said. It was sponsored by
the Association of Unmanned Vehicle Systems - International. The
first competition was held at
Oakland University. Later competitions were held in Disneyworld

in Florida, but Oakland University has been its home for the past
few years.
“This is an exciting competition,” Lane said. “Schools from
across the country and from
Canada, Japan and India, build
robots that must complete, with
no help from humans, a pre-determined course laid out on a
field at OU.”
This year the competition was
broken down into two categories, Lane said. One is Auto
Nav (Autonomous Navigation)
featuring robot carts. The second is self-driving featuring vehi-

cles that look like low-speed golf
carts. These vehicles must carry
a passenger and operate along
the lines of a self-driving car.
Lane first became associated
with the IGVC back when he was
chief of Robotics at the U.S.
Army’s TARDEC command in
Warren.
“I retired from TARDEC in 2005
and started my own company,”
Lane said. “The goal of this event
is to educate engineers and scientists in systems engineering
with robotics applications. When
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Ford’s Disaster Relief Mobility Challenge gives vans to worthy causes.

Ford Vans to Help Charities
The 2018 Atlantic hurricane
season is underway and Ford
Motor Company Fund wants to
provide disaster relief teams
with the best equipped and most
capable vehicles when people
need help.
Natural disasters can hit with a
devastating punch, presenting
first responders with unique and
dangerous situations.
Beginning immediately, Ford
Motor Company Fund is accepting applications for the second
Ford Disaster Relief Mobility
Challenge, an opportunity for
nonprofit partners to tap into
their expertise and creativity to
customize a Ford Transit to fit a
particular need in their community, said Ford spokeswoman
Marci Frick.
The Ford Disaster Relief Mobility Challenge works like this:
• Applications from certified
U.S. - based 501(c) 3 nonprofit organizations must be submitted
by Aug. 31, 2018 at fordbetterworld.org.
• Winning entries will be se-

lected based on proposed vehicle use, the unique challenge facing the community and the ideas
deemed best at meeting that
challenge with a Ford Transit.
• Three grants of up to
$70,000 each will be awarded to
purchase a Ford Transit cargo or
passenger van, and for the cost
of equipping and customizing the
vehicle.
• Winners will be notified in
September – during National Disaster Preparedness Month.
“When natural disaster strikes,
it is critical to move the right
people, the right materials and
the right vehicles to impacted areas to help people as quickly as
possible,” said Jim Vella, president, Ford Motor Company Fund.
“Nowhere is our mission to
strengthen communities more
urgent than in recovery efforts
during the hours, days and
weeks following a natural disaster.”
The first Ford Disaster Relief
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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The Lawrence Tech robot designing team took first place in the IGVC’s self-driving category.

PA G E 2

Detroit AutoScene ®
31201 Chicago Road South
Warren, Michigan 48093
586-939-6800

Contact us:
Info@DetroitAutoScene.com

Deadline: Thursday 5:00 p.m.
for the next edition of Monday
William Springer II, publisher
Lisa A. Torretta, operations
Jim Stickford, news
Detroit Auto Scene is a registered
trademark of Springer Publishing Co.

www.DetroitAutoScene.com

Judge Upholds
Visteon Firing
Ruling
DETROIT (AP) – An arbitrator
found that auto supplier Visteon
had reason to fire its chief executive for downloading pornography and soliciting prostitutes.
The Detroit News reports that a
judge unsealed the arbitrator’s
decision in January, saying
shareholders deserved to know
why Timothy Leuliette (loo-leeET’) suddenly quit in 2015.
Federal Judge Terrence Berg
affirmed the arbitrator’s ruling.
Leuliette was seeking more than
$61 million in severance, but his
payout was set at $16.7 million
after arbitration.
Leuliette claimed that any “offending material’’ appeared on
his work devices when he was
syncing them with a home computer. Arbitrator Martin Weisman said the explanation wasn’t
credible.
Visteon is based in suburban
Detroit. The company declined
to comment on the case.
A message seeking comment
was left June 5 with Leuliette’s
lawyer.
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U.S. DOT Recommends Funding a Plan to Repave Mound
There is hope for drivers who
use Mound during their daily
commute because funding to
repave the scarred road is one
step closer to happening.
The United States Department
of Transportation (U.S. DOT) has
selected a joint application by
Macomb County and the cities of
Sterling Heights and Warren to
be sent on as a recommended Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant project to be
funded by Congress.
The $97.8 million grant will
help fund the $184.6 million reconstruction of Mound Road. Upon completion, the Mound Road
Industrial Corridor Project will
not only reconstruct this major
arterial road, but also enhance
the entire transportation corridor from Interstate 696 in Warren
to M-59 in Sterling Heights, said
Macomb County spokesman
John Cwikla.
The INFRA grant application
was submitted in fall 2017 under
an initiative called “Innovate
Mound,” a public/private collaborative effort spearheaded by
leaders from state, county and local governments and businesses,
Cwikla said.
This diverse and committed
group had vital interests in transforming Mound Road from its
current poor state into a nextgeneration corridor of innovation, Cwikla said. The
Mound
Road Corridor is a major artery
for national automotive, defense,
aerospace and advanced manufacturing installations.
The stretch of Mound Road eligible for the grant is a critical 9mile, eight-lane connection between I-696 and M-59, supporting
more than 81,000 nearby manufacturing jobs. Industrial facilities and employers along the
route include the General Motors
Technical Center, the Ford Axle
Plant, the Chrysler Assembly

The U.S. government has recommended a $180 million project to repave Mound Road from I-696 to M-59.

Plant, General Dynamics Land
Systems, BAE Systems and the
U.S. Army’s Tank-Automotive and
Armaments Command (TACOM)
and Tank Automotive Research
Development and Engineering
Center (TARDEC).
The goals of the Innovate
Mound project include building a
better roadway that features
smart technology to enhance the
efficient and safe movement of
vehicles and pedestrians. The
goals will be realized by:
• The complete reconstruction of Mound Road from
I-696 to M-59;
• Widening of Mound Road in
Sterling Heights from three
to four lanes;
• Installation of Intelligent
Transportation Systems (ITS);
• Real-time traffic speed monitoring;
• Traffic flow improvements,
including signals and signs;
• Installation of two pedestri
an walkways and improved
landscaping;
• Unified lighting and iconic
signage.
Funding for the project not being covered by the INFRA grant
will come from Macomb County,
the City of Sterling Heights and
the City of Warren in the
amounts of $43.3 million, $29.06
million and $14.3 million, respectively, Cwikla said. Congress now
has 60 days to review the list of
projects recommended for funding nationwide, including Mound
Road. Assuming Congress approves the project, the reconstruction of Mound Road will
commence in approximately 20
months.

“This grant award is significant
for two reasons. First, it provides
us with the necessary funding to
invest in our region's number
one need: fixing our infrastructure," said County Executive
Mark A. Hackel. "It also strengthens Macomb County's position
as a leader in mobility. Special
thanks to our federal legislators,
especially Senators Stabenow
and Peters and Congressman
Mitchell for their bipartisan support of this project.”
“On behalf of all Sterling
Heights residents and the motoring public, I could not be more
excited about the news today,”
said Sterling Heights Mayor
Michael C. Taylor. “The worst
roadway in the region will soon
be transformed into one of the
best transportation corridors in
all of Michigan. A corridor like
Mound Road – that generates $8
billion dollars in economic impact to the region – deserves
nothing less. The intergovernmental support involved in this
initiative should serve as a model for cities and counties across
the nation.”
“This will help the traffic generated by the $2.5 billion expansion of the GM Tech Center and
Fiat Chrysler in Warren,” said
Warren Mayor Jim Fouts. “This
new, high-tech investment is a
shot in the arm for economic development in Macomb County.
This is a great example of collaboration and cooperation between
Warren, Macomb County and
Sterling Heights. This demonstrates what we can accomplish
by working together. Credit must
go to Macomb County Executive

DETROIT’S #1 CHEVY DEALER IN MIDTOWN
FREE

is now available for customers at the Ren-Cen
Delivery to Home or Office

Contact me for the Best Chevy Deal!
BeckyD@JamesMartinDetroit.com

Direct: 313.875.0507
Main: 313.875.0500
6250 Woodward Ave.
Detroit

Mark Hackel, Sterling Heights
City Manager Mark Vanderpool
and Mayor Michael Taylor for
this collaborative effort at economic leadership in the Metro
Area. This is an important investment for Macomb County motorists."
Cwikla said the Innovate
Mound Executive Committee included leadership from local governments, including Macomb
County, Sterling Heights and Warren as well as corporate leadership from BAE Systems, FCA USA,
Ford Motor Company, General
Dynamics, General Motors, U.S.
Army Detroit Arsenal, AM Specialties, Inc., Casadei Steel Inc.,
Chardam Gear Company, Conti
Corporation, Defense Corridor
Center for Collaboration and Synergy (DC3S), Metro Wire & Cable
Corp. and the Sterling Heights
Regional Chamber of Commerce
and Industry.

Packard Show
Celebrates
Brand History
SHELBY TOWNSHIP, Mich.
(AP) – An array of classic cars
flocked to the historic Packard
proving grounds in suburban Detroit for a car show and gala celebrating the facility’s 90th anniversary.
Packard Motor Car Company
built some of the world’s finest
cars for decades, but the proving
grounds in Shelby Township also
tested tanks in World War II and
built jet engines in the 1950s.
The proving grounds will be celebrating 90 years by hosting a
car show June 10 and an evening
gala set for June 14.
Show Chairman Tom Mitchell
said the race car wasn’t built by
Packard, but it’s significant because it set records at the proving grounds and the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway.
“It’s a beautiful, perfectly restored vehicle,’’ Mitchell said.
“It’s really a sight to see.’’
The auto show featured notable cars in Packard’s history
from the 1900s to 1950s, as well
as other collectible cars.
“Our field has included everything from two-wheeled to fourwheeled, Brass Era and prewar,
post-war, hot rods, muscle cars,
trucks, racers, customs, military
vehicles and even bikes,’’ said
show founder Don Sommer.
Proceeds from the auto show
or the gala will go toward upgrades and expansion projects
at the proving grounds, which is
now a popular site for weddings
and other events.

SPEAUTOMOTIVE.COM
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Waymo Plans to Buy 62,000 More Pacificas

The Elevation Lifts GMC
Buyers’ Truck Options

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

surround, said GM spokeswoman
Kelly Wysocki. The commanding
design is amplified by black exterior accents, including the grille
insert, tow hooks, side window
trim and standard 20-inch aluminum wheels.
“The 2019 Sierra Elevation conveys a youthful, athletic presence that demonstrates GMC’s
tailored approach,” said Rich
Latek, GMC marketing director.
“With inherent truck capabilities
and functionality, Elevation is
able to take you off the beaten
path along with your gear while
standing out from the pack.”
The Sierra Elevation is based
off the double cab model and is
offered with two- or four-wheeldrive configurations, Wysocki
said. The next generation double
cab has nearly 3 inches of additional rear-seat legroom compared to the current model and
best-in-class double cab front
head- and legroom (max.).
For those who frequently venture off-road, Sierra Elevation is
available with the X31 Off Road
package, which includes unique
suspension tuning with Rancho
shocks, locking rear differential,
Hill Descent Control, protective underbody skidplates, heavy-duty
air filter, dual exhaust system and
a two-speed transfer case with
low-range gearing topped off with
all-terrain tires, Wysocki said.

If trailering a camper or other
gear is part of one’s adventure,
the 2019 Sierra Elevation was designed from square one with trailering in mind, Latek said. The
available ProGrade Trailering
System incorporates a number of
innovative features, including an
advanced available Trailering
App, designed to help take the
guesswork out of connecting and
towing a trailer.
“The Sierra Elevation was engineered to get you and your gear
– be it kayaks, camping, mountain bikes, motorcycles or beyond – where you need to go,
building on the foundation of the
best-in-class cargo volume standard with every new Sierra: 89.1
cubic feet on standard box models,” Latek said. “Thanks to more
tie-downs, enhanced cargo lighting and larger rear corner steps,
the task of loading and securing
gear is easier than ever. A 120V
outlet in the rear supplies power
to equipment needed for a day at
the campsite or on the trails.”
Available accessory GearOn
rails within the box allow for bike
racks, kayak carriers and other
accessories to be installed or adjusted quickly and easily. The
rails’ integrated position makes
cargo more accessible and frees
up space in the rest of the box.
Early in 2019, the Sierra Elevation will also be offered with a
new 3.0-liter turbo-diesel inlinesix-cylinder engine, along with a
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FCA and Waymo are strengthening their relationship with Pacificas.

as their resources, Gutierrez
said.
Since then, FCA and Waymo
engineers have continued working together to support Waymo’s
expansion and to evolve the design and engineering of the
Chrysler Pacifica Hybrid minivan
with the addition of new and
more sophisticated self-driving
technology.
The self-driving Chrysler Pacifica Hybrid minivans are one of
the most advanced vehicles on
the road today, equipped with
Waymo’s self-driving system, including a powerful hardware
suite and software honed over
six million miles of on-road testing.
To date, FCA has delivered 600
Pacifica Hybrid minivans to Waymo.

“Waymo’s goal from day one
has been to build the world’s
most experienced driver and
give people access to self-driving
technology that will make our
roads safer,” said John Krafcik,
CEO of Waymo.
“We’re excited to deepen our
relationship with FCA that will
support the launch of our driverless service, and explore future
products that support Waymo's
mission.”
FCA and Waymo first revealed
their partnership back in May
2016.
The first-of-its-kind collaboration brought engineers from FCA
and Waymo together to integrate
Waymo’s fully self-driving system
into the Chrysler Pacifica Hybrid
minivan, leveraging each company’s individual strengths as well

Suburban Buick GMC

Suburban Buick GMC

#

FCA and Waymo will expand
their partnership with an agreement to add up to 62,000
Chrysler Pacifica Hybrid minivans to Waymo’s self-driving
fleet.
This venture builds upon a
previous
commitment,
announced in January, to deliver
thousands of vehicles to Waymo’s driverless transportation
service. Vehicle delivery is expected to begin in late 2018, said
FCA
spokeswoman
Dianna
Gutierrez.
FCA US and Waymo also begun
discussions about the use of
Waymo self-driving technology,
including potentially through licensing, in a FCA-manufactured
vehicle available to retail customers.
“FCA is committed to bringing
self-driving technology to our
customers in a manner that is
safe, efficient and realistic,” said
Sergio Marchionne, Chief Executive Officer, Fiat Chrysler Automobiles N.V. “Strategic partnerships, such as the one we have
with Waymo, will help to drive innovative technology to the forefront.”
Currently, Waymo is the only
company with a fleet of fully selfdriving cars, with no one in the
driver seat, on public roads,
Gutierrez said.
Later this year, Waymo will
launch the world’s first self-driving transportation service, allowing the public to use Waymo’s
app to request a vehicle, Gutierrez said.

SUBURBAN
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COURTESY
VEHICLE

2018 GMC TERRAIN
SLE 2018 GMC SIERRA
AWD W/CONVENIENCE PKG
DENALI

2018 GMC ACADIA SLE
AWD

2018 GMC YUKON
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$
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WITH $761
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MONTH

WITH $2698
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

– OPEN SATURDAY UNTIL 5PM –
*MUST QUALIFY FOR GMS (GM EMPLOYEE OR ELIGIBLE FAMILY
MEMBER) AND HAVE A CURRENT CHEVROLET, BUICK, OR GMC
LEASE. 10,000 MILES PER YEAR. ALL TAXES AND FEES INCLUDED
IN PRICES SHOWN, ASSUMING TRANSFER OF PLATE. EXISTING
MILES ON COURTESY VEHICLES COUNT AGAINST THE TOTAL ALLOWED MILEAGE. WITH A1 CREDIT APPROVAL THROUGH GM FINANCIAL. NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED. EXPIRES 6/30/18
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317

$
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MONTH

WITH $317
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$
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WITH $1774
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Joe Honeycutte Dennis Thacker
Dial Direct at
Dial Direct at
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LARGE FLEET ON LOANERS

10.00

$

OFF
ANY SERVICE*
*Of $40 or more

Tire price match Guarantee

ext. 5773

Taylor Butler
Dial Direct at

Ann Nash
Dial Direct at

ext. 5786
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248-547-6100

USED CAR OF THE MONTH!!!!

2016 Dodge Challenger SRT Hellcat
Only 6600 Miles • 6 Speed Manual • Moonroof • 707 Horse Power

“We will beat or
match any price
from anywhere”
On any OEM tire bought at Suburban Buick GMC.
We even look at the competitors prices for you!!!!

HOURS: Mon. 7am-8pm • Tues. 7am-6pm • Wed. 7am-6pm • Thurs. 7am-8pm • Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 8am-3pm

OPEN SATURDAY 8AM-3PM • 248-547-6100

49,999*

$

Subject to prior sale. Please call Jerry Kelly
Used Car Manager @ 248-582-5782 or e-mail him
at jkelly2@suburbancollection.com with any questions.
*Plus $210 DOC fee, tax, plate and title fees.
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Rain Can’t Stop
FCA From Its
Cars & Coffee
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the event, FCA allowed employees to bring out some cool concept vehicles.
Among them was the black
Wrangler that was built for the
recent Moab gathering held in
Utah. The show is an annual
event where Jeep enthusiasts
race their vehicles along a difficult and rocky course. Over the
past few years, Jeep has been
bringing specialized concept
Jeeps to Moab. This year a special black Wrangler was built by
Jeep engineers and designers
and put together buy UAW volunteers.
“That’s one of the great things
about events like this,” Gilles
said. “It gives our guys and UAW
guys the chance to work together
and show what they go do.”
Anthony Grifk, a business planner in the Product Development
Office at FCA, put the June Cars
& Coffee meet together. He also
brought his personal 2018 Ram
Rebel truck to the event to show
it off.
“I just got the Rebel because it
combines the utility of the truck
and the power of muscle car,”
Grifk said. “I mean look at its grill.
It’s a hairy-chested kind of vehicle, so why wouldn’t I want to
show it off. I am also proud of
the Jeep Wagoneer that FCA let
us bring out. It has a Hemi engine, but the frame and body are
from 1965, so it combines the
best of the old and the new.”
Lance Vieau, an electrician at
FCA, brought his 2000 Plymouth
Prowler to the show. He said he’s
owned the vehicle for seven
years.
“My wife Carol saw it on display at a local Chrysler dealership and said it was a car for our

3

X

PT 570

8

Vieau is proud of his 2000 Plymouth Prowler.

bucket list,” Vieau said. “I told
her to test drive it and see how it
ran. She said it was great so we
decided to buy it for $28,000. It
only had 2,100 miles on it and the
Prowler sold $43,000 brand new.
Getting this was like getting a
new Prowler.”
Since taking ownership of the
vehicle seven years ago, Vieau
and his wife have put another
14,000 miles on the car.
“We like to take it to shows and
events like this,” Vieau said. “We
don’t drive it during the winter.
The weather and roads really can
be bad and this vehicle is great,
but it has no traction control and
doesn’t handle snow well. So we
wait for summer.”
“Plus, we like to keep it clean
and winter weather can really get
a car dirty.”
Another group of FCA fans
brought their SRT Neons to the
Cars & Coffee. One of them was
Shawn Cooper, who owns a black
2003 version of the vehicle.
“Chrysler, and back then these
cars were made by Chrysler, only
made the SRT Neons between
2003 and 2005,” Cooper said.
“These cars were really the start
of the SRT line by Chrysler and in
2003 the SRT Neon was the fastest
production four cylinder car for

Grifk showed off this 1965 Wagoneer, which has a Hemi engine.

SRT Neon fans were among those who got together at the recent FCA Cars & Coffee gathering.

under $20,000. In 2005, the SRT
Neon was the fastest four cylinder car on the planet, period. Be-

my fellow SRT Neon fans. We are
part of a very small car niche. And
we like to show off our cars.”

cause they made only a relatively
few of these cars, it’s great to get
together at events like this with

Ford Donating Vans to Worthy Charities

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mobility Challenge in 2016 produced many great ideas, Vella
said. The winning agencies,
Catholic Charities, Team Rubicon
and ToolBank, each got their vehicles in the summer of 2017 and
put them to use supporting relief
efforts in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey in Texas.
“Working together with our

canes Irma and Maria, Ford responded with pop-up resource
hubs modeled after our Ford Resource and Engagement Centers.
Vehicles were also provided as
mobile resource centers to deliver services and supplies as part
of Ford’s long-term commitment
to the island’s recovery.
“We want to give first responders on the ground every advantage we can as they carry out
their life-saving work under extreme and unpredictable conditions,” said Kyle Green, coordinator, Ford Fund. “Ultimately, we
want to be there with tools and
necessities to help communities
get up and running again.”

partners, Ford, its employees
and dealers have a long history
of responding to natural disasters with vehicles, volunteers
and financial assistance,” Vella
said. “Since the wave of hurricanes and other disasters began
late last summer, we have donated more than 40 disaster response vehicles to deliver food,
water and medical supplies, contributed nearly $5 million to assist recovery efforts and mobilized thousands of volunteers.”
Ford continues to innovate
and advance its efforts to support people affected by natural
disasters, Frick said. When Puerto Rico was devastated by Hurri-
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Most F.W.D. U.S. Cars • In-store offer ends 6-30-18

6-30-18

2018 RAM

BRAKE SPECIAL

M A K E U S YO U R F I R ST C H O I C E

Get Away to Sunset Bay
“T HE C LOSER U P N ORTH ”

SALE PRICE
$28,298*

SALE PRICE
$28,275*

0 DOWN
MSRP $43,930

113

$

*

24 MO.
10K

0 DOWN
MSRP $38,305

269

$

ON BEAUTIFUL

L AKE H URON

IN

C ASEVILLE

*36 MO.
10K

Lakefront Resort!

• Saturday 9:00AM-2:00PM
*PRICES AND PAYMENTS BASED ON EMPLOYEE ADVANTAGE DISCOUNT, PLUS TAX, TITLE, LICENSE, DOC FEE AND DESTINATION. 10,000 MILES PER YEAR. ALL FACTORY/FINANCE/LEASE
LOYALTY REBATES ASSIGNED TO DEALER. SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED. MUST QUALIFY FOR PREFERRED CREDIT RATING, NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY. INCENTIVES SUBJECT TO CHANGE
BY MANUFACTURER. LEASE PAYMENTS INCLUDE ALL REBATES AVAILABLE. PICTURES MAY NOT REPRESENT ACTUAL VEHICLES. MUST TAKE DELIVERY FROM DEALER INVENTORY BY 7/2/18

20 OFF
Motel Rooms

$

• Lakeside Motels • Jacuzzi Suites
• Cottages • Cabins • Penthouses • Chalets

Valid Sun.-Thurs

Excluding
Cheeseburger Festival & Holidays!

989-856-2650

Enjoy Fine Food – Cocktails at
our Boardwalk Bar & Grille
on our Outdoor Patio.
DJ and Dancing.

bella-caseville.com
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Dodge Mopar
Team Roars to
NHRA Victory
Mopar Dodge//SRT Don Schumacher Racing (DSR) drivers
Leah Pritchett and Ron Capps
raced to runner-up appearances
in the Top Fuel and Funny Car
classes, respectively, during
elimination rounds at the Route
66 NHRA Nationals in Joliet, Illinois.
The June 3 final-round appearance was the second in the last
three events for Pritchett in her
Papa John’s Pizza/Mopar Dodge
Top Fuel dragster, including a
victory in the NHRA Atlanta
event in May, and the tenth overall of Pritchett’s career. Capps,
the defending race winner, advanced to his third consecutive
final at Route 66 Raceway in his
Mopar-powered NAPA Dodge
Charger R/T Funny Car, his first
of the season and the 113th of
his career.
Starting tenth and from the
bottom half of the field for just
the second time this year, Pritchett opened Sunday in strong
fashion by defeating higher-qualified teammate Antron Brown
with her quickest pass of race
weekend, a 3.769-second elapsed
time at 329.67 mph. The Mopar
Dodge Top Fuel driver next took
out Kyle Wurtzel, leading from
start to finish on a 3.929/298.93
pass that was quickest of the
quarterfinals.
Pritchett trailed opponent
Blake Alexander just slightly at
the start in the semifinals but
quickly zoomed ahead with a
3.832/326.16 run that advanced
her to a first-ever final at Route
66 Raceway. She was unable to
score the event win against Clay
Millican in the money round after smoking the tires and slowing near the 330-foot mark, but
the runner-up performance
boosted the DSR driver from fifth
to third in the overall Top Fuel
point standings.
Capps, the No. 2 qualifier, began his campaign for a third Joliet trophy with a round one
matchup versus Justin Schriefer,
who lost traction early in the
run, enabling Capps to drive
around his competition. In the
quarterfinals,
Capps
faced
Shawn Langdon and was quick
on the throttle, leaving the line
first and never trailing for the
win. In his 93rd meeting with
John Force in the semfinals, the
second
most
head-to-head
matchups of any two drivers in
the pro classes, Capps once
again had the advantage at the
tree. He powered the Mopar
Dodge to his best pass of the
day, activating the win light with
a 4.058 E.T.

The 2018 Pacifica
Parent Approved
In Canada
The 2018 Chrysler Pacifica Hybrid minivan had been awarded
the coveted Today’s Parent Approved seal.
The recognition comes after
both lab and real-world parent
testing of the Ontario-made minivan by one of Canada’s longestrunning and most respected media outlets, focused on the needs
of discerning Canadian families.
To earn the Today’s Parent Approved rating, Chrysler Pacifica
Hybrid passed “exhaustive product testing,” and exceled in
athree core categories: quality,
ease-of-use and value for money.
Today’s Parent Approved editors and parent testers were
very
impressed
with
the
Chrysler Pacifica Hybrid. Testing
covered a range of features of
this minivan, including the safety
features, space for people and
cargo, quality of finishes, the feel
of the drive, the entertainment
system, said Cara Smusiak, editor of Today’s Parent Approved.

DETROIT AUTO SCENE

PA G E 5

PA G E 6

DETROIT AUTO SCENE

JUNE 11, 2018

‘Black Girl Magic’ Honorees
Saluted at Ford Ceremony
Three African-American females have been honored with
the 2018 Ford Freedom Award.
In collaboration with The
Charles H. Wright Museum of
African-American History, Ford
Motor Company paid tribute to
the resilient spirit and creative
contributions of African-American females at the 20th annual
Ford Freedom Award program
May 22.
The 2018 honorees are Ford
Freedom Honoree Dr. Dorothy
Irene Height (posthumously), educator and civil rights activist;
Ford Freedom Scholar Jessica O.
Matthews, tech innovator; and a
special Ford Freedom Rising Star
Award honoree going to young
entrepreneur Asia Newson.
The Ford Freedom Award program was created as a platform
to celebrate and recognize individuals whose achievements
have brought forth lasting and
positive change for the lives of
African-American people – and
for others around the world, said
Ford
spokeswoman
Lisa
Wilmore.
The three-part program consists of educational outreach to
middle school students, a nameplate installation, and the awards
ceremony.
Lauding the power of women,
this year’s theme – “Black Girl
Magic” – is symbolic of the
achievements
of
legendary
women leaders and celebrates
the innovations of emerging female activists and entrepreneurs.
The program consisted of an
invitation-only Ford Freedom
Award Scholar’s Experience for
nearly 2,000 middle school students held at the Michigan Opera
Theater at the Detroit Opera
House.
The 2018 Ford Freedom Award

honorees are distinguished females who have dedicated their
lives to achieving their dreams
against all odds – improving the
African-American community, inspiring Black youth and thereby
positively impacting the world at
large, Wilmore said.
“For 20 years, Ford has proudly partnered with the Wright Museum to celebrate and honor
African-American heroes and
sheroes (women heroes) and this
year is no different,” said Pamela
Alexander, Ford Fund’s director
of Community Development.
“The power of Black Girl Magic, as exemplified by Dr. Height is
an inspiration to young girls and
women around the world. We applaud this year’s honorees for
their achievements.”
The Ford Freedom Award
Scholar’s Experience is presented as a highly interactive program with a talk-show type format, Wilmore said.
Students heard from speakers
representing technological innovation, business development,
entertainment, fashion and education, Wilmore said. “Middle
school students from around the
state were invited to submit a
two-page essay on a Black
woman who has excelled in the
same categories represented by
our speakers.”
The Ford Freedom Award was
presented posthumously to Honoree Dr. Dorothy Irene Height, an
American educator and prominent leader of the civil rights
movement, Wilmore said. Height
was considered the “godmother
of the civil rights movement” and
was so honored by President
Barack Obama in his remarks upon her death. She was one of the
organizers of the famed 1963
March on Washington.

The 2018 Ford Freedom Award winners were recently honored at the Charles H. Wright Museum in Detroit.

Throughout her life she placed
focus on issues concerning
African-American women, unemployment, illiteracy and voter
awareness. Height was an active
leader of the National Council of
Negro Women organization for
nearly 50 years. She received the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in
1994 and the Congressional Gold
Medal in 2004.
Notably, Height was also a
Ford Freedom Scholar in 2008,
making her the only person to be
honored twice with the award. Ingrid Saunders Jones, chair of the
National Council of Negro
Women, and Alexis Herman, the
former U.S. secretary of labor
will accept the late Dr. Height’s
award. Herman is one of a very
few women, and the only AfricanAmerican woman, to hold this
position.
Ford Freedom Rising Star Honoree is young entrepreneur Asia

Newson, a Detroit teen who started a candle-selling business at
age 5, Wilmore said. She now
manufactures her own candles
and has a small army of youth
salespeople. She educates and
trains them for entrepreneur-

ship. She now boasts of more
than $100,000 in sales.
Asia donates a portion of her
proceeds to the homeless. She
has been featured in national media such as the Ellen DeGeneres
Show and ABC News 20/20.

United Way Shows Plans
DETROIT (AP) – The United
Way for Southeastern Michigan
is reinvesting $7 million to assist
with basic needs for residents in
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb
counties.
The Detroit-based nonprofit
says it is awarding 12-month
grants to 66 agencies that provide emergency food, health support and mental health services,
housing and shelter and other
programs to people who need
them.
Officials also will evaluate how

the grants are being used after
six months. United Way v.p. of
Community Impact Operations
Donna Satterfield said the
agency recognizes “the value of
an effective safety net’’ and is “investing in those agency partners
who can ensure an efficient and
effective way to deliver these crisis-mitigating supports.’’
Agencies partnering with the
United Way include Community
Social Services of Wayne County,
Macomb Homeless Coalition and
Oakland Family Services.

INSURANCE SHOPPERS AGENCY
Phone: 810.388.9200 | Fax: 810.400.6100
Email: knewsome@marysvilleisa.com

FREE
Receive a

$10 Gift Card
Kristin Newsome,
Agent.
INSURANCE
MADE EASY!

… Just For Letting Us Quote
Your Home & Auto Insurance

We have Discounts for:
Engineering, Accounting,
Medical/Dental Employees
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JR Automation Buys Esys of Auburn Hills

BorgWarner Gets New CEO
The BorgWarner Board of Directors appointed Frederic Lissalde to
president and chief executive officer effective Aug. 1, at which time
he will also join the Board of Directors.
Effective on the same date,
James R. Verrier will step down
from the president and chief executive officer role and serve in a
non-executive advisory role to
the Board of Directors and CEO
to support a successful transition until he retires from the
company February 28, 2019, said
BorgWarner
spokesman Scott
Gallett.
Lissalde has held positions of
increasingly significant responsibility during his nineteen years
with the company. He currently
serves as executive vice president and chief operating officer.
Previous positions include president and general manager of
BorgWarner Turbo Systems, the
company’s largest business, vice
president and general manager
of BorgWarner Transmissions
Systems and vice president of
global sales and marketing of
BorgWarner Drivetrain Systems.
He also served as managing director of several operations in
Europe for BorgWarner Drivetrain Systems. Lissalde holds a
Masters of Engineering degree
from ENSAM – Ecole Nationale
Superieure des Arts et Metiers –
Paris and an MBA from HEC
Paris.
“I am very proud of what the
team has accomplished during
my time as president and CEO,
and truly believe the company is
in an excellent position for con-

tinued success. I feel the current
strength of the company is what
makes this the right time to step
down. Fred is a proven global
leader who I have worked with
for many years. I’m confident he
will continue to lead this great
company forward for years to
come,” said Verrier. “I would also
like to take this opportunity to
thank all the BorgWarner employees for making my BorgWarner career so very special,
it’s been a wonderful journey.”
“James has done a remarkable
job of leading the organization
and evolving the company’s vision, strategy and product portfolio to be well aligned with the
global industry trends,” said
Alexis P. Michas, Non-executive
chairman of the Board of Directors. “His leadership to build a
broad comprehensive product
portfolio for combustion, hybrid
and electric vehicles set the
company on a path for continued
growth regardless of how the
global markets evolve.
“Couple that with his continuous focus to build a strong talent
pipeline and having a top leadership team in place that has
proven its ability to deliver operational performance, gives the
Board great confidence in the
company’s future. We are extremely grateful for James’ many
transformative
contributions
which have positioned the company well for long-term success
to benefit all stakeholders. At the
same time, we are excited to
have Fred lead the company and
continue to build upon our success.”
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JR Automation, a provider of
intelligent automated manufacturing and distribution technology solutions headquartered in
Holland, has acquired Esys Automation. Based in Auburn Hills,
Esys Automation is a leading fullservice automation solutions
provider with significant systems, controls and software engineering expertise.
This is the fourth strategic acquisition for JR Automation in six
months and further advances the
company’s global goals and
growth initiatives, said JR Automation spokeswoman Lizzie
Uhl.
“We look forward to leveraging
the Esys teams’ capabilities and
expertise to further build out our
leading-edge global automation
solutions platform, with a growing focus on providing ‘Industry
4.0’ solutions to our customers,”
JR Automation Chairman and
CEO Mike DuBose says. “Esys’
capabilities, dedication, sense of
urgency, and focus on quality for
their worldwide customer base is
well-aligned with the culture and
strategy at JR Automation, so we
anticipate a smooth transition
forward.
“Together, our complementary
strengths will create more opportunities for exceptional customer
solutions and a well-developed
team of innovative employees.”
“I’m extremely excited and
proud these two great companies are teaming up,” says Chris
Marcus, president of Esys Automation. “Esys and JR Automation both have very similar, people-oriented corporate cultures

that it feels as though our merger
was meant to be. Joining forces
with the JR Automation team will
provide great opportunities for
our people and increase our ability to support our customers
both technically and geographically.
Similarly, aligning best practices and leveraging each organization’s tremendous engineering
and manufacturing talent will improve our ability to deliver highly sophisticated automation systems on a global scale.”
Established in 1980, Uhl said
that JR Automation is a leading
provider of intelligent automated
manufacturing and technology
solutions that solve customers’
key operational and productivity
challenges.
JR Automation serves customers across the globe in a variety of industries, including auto-

motive, life sciences, aerospace,
and more.
With this acquisition, JR Automation employs over 2,000
people at 23 manufacturing facilities in North America, Europe,
and Asia, Uhl said.
Esys Automation is a full-service
automation
solutions
provider to the automotive industry.
Esys provides automation design, simulation, and machine
building, including advanced robotic systems and industry-specific software solutions for manufacturers, Uhl said.
Esys specializes in vehicle assembly applications in areas
such as press, powertrain, plastics, body assembly, paint, sealer,
final assembly, and tire & wheel.
Headquartered in Auburn Hills,
Michigan, Esys Automation operates globally.

Esys’ skill in automated adds to the value JR Automation.

Ford Upping Company’s Connectivity Game
Building upon Ford’s longstanding commitment to commercial and government fleets,
as well as the company’s commitment to deliver 100 percent connectivity across its vehicle lineup, Ford Commercial Solutions is
introducing two products designed to help fleets easily access useful data about their vehicles.
Ford is the overall leader in the
fleet business and has sold
America’s best-selling line of
commercial vehicles for 33
straight years, said Ford spokeswoman Sinead Phipps . The creation of Ford Commercial Solutions builds on that leadership
by helping fleet operators make
the most of increased automotive connectivity.
A business unit of Ford Smart
Mobility, Ford Commercial Solutions has one goal – to help fleets
improve their operational effectiveness by offering OEM-grade
data verified by Ford engineers
such as fuel use and vehicle
health alerts, Phipp said.
The Transportation Mobility
Cloud (TMC), an open platform
that securely manages informa-

Furnished Office Space Available

walking distance to GM technical center

Spacious open floor plan with eight private offices • visit www.leaseinwarren.com

Contact Matt Hirzel 586-978-3377 or stop in at 7200 Miller, Warren 48092 and see for yourself

tion flow to and from Ford vehicles’ embedded modems, facilitates both new products, Phipps
said.
“Business owners and operators want to serve their customers, not spend excessive time
managing their fleets,” said Lee
Jelenic, CEO, Ford Commercial
Solutions. “Our goal is to unlock
the data from their vehicles to
provide them with more effective
ways to manage their fleets and
improve operations.
“Our new products are tailored
to serve fleets of all types,
whether they’re run by law enforcement, composed predominantly of Ford vehicles, or are
large multi-make fleets that want
more insight from their Ford vehicles.”
The Data Services product focuses primarily on serving large
company fleets, telematics service providers and fleet management companies.
The service takes advantage of
Ford vehicles’ built-in modem to
transfer vehicle data directly
from the vehicle to the cloud,
without the need for additional
third-party hardware, management or installation downtime,
as is required for a third-party
plug-in device, Phipps said.
The vehicle data is relayed to a
fleet’s internal IT system or
telematics
service
provider
through an application program
interface.
Utilizing Data Services, fleets
can gain access to Ford vehicle
information such as GPS location, mileage, fuel use data, vehicle health alerts, driver behavior
and more.
Because Ford designed the vehicle – including its electrical architecture, data systems and vehicle technology – the company
is able to provide the newest updates and vehicle signals as soon
as they become available, and
deliver insights as quickly as
businesses need them, Phipps
said.
Additionally, Ford Commercial
Solutions is committed to ensuring fleets have the power to
choose which telematics service
provider or fleet management

company is the best fit for their
business.
While continuing its existing
relationship with Verizon Connect, Ford Commercial Solutions
has secured new service agreements with Geotab and Spireon
to ensure fleet operators have
choice in telematics service
providers.
“Fleets told us they want to be
able to choose how to best manage their fleets,” said Jelenic.
“Our agreements with different
service providers, coupled with
the new products we are introducing, allow us to offer this.”
Ford Commercial Solutions’
second product is a new fleet information tool designed to support law enforcement fleets,
Phipps said.
The tool uses information collected through the Data Services
product and distills it to provide
police fleets with insights that
can help improve fleet efficiency
and driver behavior.
The application translates information flowing from their
Ford vehicles into insights on
such things as fuel usage, carbon
dioxide emissions, vehicle health
and driver seatbelt usage, Phipps
said.
That data is shared through an
intuitive website that provides
law enforcement operators with
an easy way to check how their
fleet, or a particular vehicle, is
operating.
Fleets with Ford vehicles that
are not equipped with modems
will be able to take advantage of
both Ford Commercial Solutions
products later this year, when a
Ford-engineered plug-in device
will enable fleets to connect Ford
vehicles dating back to the 2012
model year.
The Transportation Mobility
Cloud (TMC) is a the first open,
cloud-based platform that connects vehicles, drivers, passengers and cities with applications.
Built and operated by Autonomic, LLC, a recently acquired subsidiary of Ford Smart Mobility,
LLC, the TMC helps mobility
providers build modern, digital
transportation businesses with
an industry standards approach.
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Bernard Theisen of TARDEC in front of an autonomous Army truck.

Oakland University Hosted
AV Vehicle Competition

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

this first started, the Army was
interested, and there was academic interest, but that was it.”
Since then, the interest from
OEMs in the technology has ballooned, Lane said. Now all OEMs
are working on self-driving and
autonomous technology, which
means the demand for engineers
and scientists familiar with the
technology is greater than ever.
The University of Michigan,
Michigan Technological University, Oakland University, U-D Mercy, Lawrence Technological University and University of Michigan Dearborn were among the
schools from across the country
and around the world that fielded teams. Other included Delhi
Technological University from India, Hosei University from Japan
and University of British Columbia (UBC) from Japan also sent
teams, Lane said.
Michigan schools took the top
two spots in the self-driving category. Lawrence Tech finished

first and Oakland University
placed second.
Professor C.J. Chung led the
Lawrence Tech team. He said
that they expected to do well at
this year’s contest because they
won in the self-drive category
last year.
“It felt great to win,” Chung said.
“We felt we were ahead of most of
the other schools, but I have to say
that the challenge this year was
very tough. We were unable to
complete all the tasks in the selfdrive category, but no other school
was able to do that either. The
curves were very sharp, very
tough to navigate.”
The important thing to remember is that the course is designed
to be tough, to tax the knowledge
and resources of the schools attempting to complete the tasks
given to them, Chung said. It’s
not so much a race as a challenge.
He said that Oakland University did a great job as well and deserved to its second place finish.
U-D Mercy also fielded a team

The U-D Mercy team the Titans at IGVC contest show off their Auto Nav robot, which they named Vertigo.

at this year’s competition. Dr.
Utayba Mohammad, a professor
of Electrical Engineering at the
school, said they had 11 students
on the Titans team this year. The
important thing that students
can learn is how to use their different skills effectively by working together.
John Slowik graduated from UD Mercy just before the contest.
“This is my first year on the
team, but my last year at the
school,” Slowik said. “I worked
on software configuration and
man the laptop. Our robot, which
we call Vertigo, has to automatically navigate course between
white lines on a real field. We also have to send on a course between two GPS points.”
John Belanger just finished his
junior year at U-D Mercy and
worked on a lot of the hardware
that went into Vertigo.
“The biggest challenge I faced

was space,” Belanger said. “We
have limits placed on us in terms
of space so we have to find ways
to make all the hardware fit within those confines. It’s not easy.”
Nayan Patel also just graduated. He said they had two vehicles
– Vertigo for the AutoNav contest
and Jar for the self-driving contest He worked on hardware and
said that getting to know all the
systems that went into the vehicles and then getting these systems to work together was a real
challenge.
Christine Hillebrade, another
recent graduate, was also a cocaptain. She worked on helping
the robots communicate with the
outside world.
When judges need to request
info or send commands about
routes, it’s very important and
difficult that the robots be able
to send and receive information.
Getting the robots to be able to
do that requires team work from
everyone and U-D Mercy had a
great team.
Bernard Theisen, a team leader
for TARDEC’s Ground Vehicle Robotics section, was on hand at
the competition.
“I’ve been coming here since
2002,” Theisen said. “I was born
and raised in Warren and went to
Oakland University. TARDEC has
been a sponsor of this event
since its inception. That was before the civilian world became really interested in autonomous
driving. We in the Army have al-

ways been very interested in this
technology because for us, it’s
about removing a soldier from
harm’s way. We always want to
overmatch our foes and we think
having autonomous and self-driving vehicles is a noble and important task.”
And events like the IGVC competition help bring attention to
the importance of STEM technology and also help train people on
how to use and develop it.
“I have about 100 engineers
working for me and about 25 percent of them have participated in
this event in the past,” Theisen
said. “We need more people familiar with the tech and its goals.
This contest helps train the next
generation of engineers and scientists. I would say my biggest
surprise is seeing new teams do
so well. That’s exciting.”
Theisen said that schools pass
on the knowledge of what
they’ve learned from one generation to the next. New schools
don’t have that experience, but
seeing a school like Boise State
send a rookie team and have that
team show a high degree of
knowledge impressed Theisen.
“I want to see every team succeed, Theisen said. “The students I see here today might,
three or four years down the
road, be my peers at TARDEC or
working as a contractor. That
makes this event so important.
It’s where the next generation of
engineers will come from.”

HELLA, Audi Join Forces
Current trends such as autonomous driving and the desire
for individualization strongly affect interior vehicle design.
Together with automotive
manufacturer Audi, lighting and
electronics expert HELLA, whose
North American headquarters
are based in Plymouth, has developed customizable and dynamic lighting functions for the
vehicle interior. These can be experienced for the first time in the
new Audi A8, said HELLA spokeswoman Christine Olszewski.
“Drivers increasingly want the
option to adjust lighting to their requirements, for example creating
an individual, feel-good atmosphere during their commute,” said
John Kuijpers, Head of the Car
Body and Interior Lighting business at HELLA. “But the trend toward autonomous driving creates
new challenges for interior lighting. For when people no longer
need to drive themselves, the frequently rigid seating positions are
broken up and comfort enters
into focus. Lighting has a special
status here.”
The luxury A8 makes use of
the Matrix LED reading light,
which is a first step toward the
interior of the future, Kuijpers
said.
The reading light, which features seven individually con-

trolled LEDs, has been integrated
in the backseat area ceiling, to
provide optimal illumination in
any seating position.
For added convenience, the
reading light is controlled via a
tablet, allowing the backseat passenger to individually adjust the
brightness, size and focus of the
light cone, Kuijpers said.
In order to create a unique experience starting when unlocking
the car, the Audi A8 integrates various light guides. For example, in
the backseat area ceiling, colored
light guides optically frame the Matrix LED reading light and ceiling
operating unit.
Furthermore, center tunnel
light guides create a chase light
effect by activating the LEDs one
after the other, Kuijpers said.
And while driving, the light
guides illuminate the vehicle as
preferred by the passengers.
Throughout, vehicle inhabitants cannot merely define
brightness but also choose from
more than 30 colors, thus creating an individual color profile,
Kuijpers said.
In collaboration with HELLA,
Audi is showing what the future
will bring in terms of vehicle interior options. In addition to individually customizable lighting
scenarios, the interior light also
will soon meet safety functions.
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This year’s Detroit Grand Prix on Belle Isle proved to be very exciting, with Dixon taking the checkered flag.

2018 Detroit Grand Prix Full of Surprises
to be talking about Chevrolet or
its new Corvette if not for Reuss’
“incident” with the pace car. It
might not be a marketing jackpot, but GM is getting extensive
attention for its car and now can
spin the incident by highlighting
the safety performance.
Reuss should pick himself up
and put this tale behind him. He
can it turn into a dinner party
yarn about the highs and lows of
racing. You know, like the time
Chevy won the Indy 500, only to
wreck the pace car a week later
in Detroit, in front of the governor, on live TV. And he didn’t
bruise anything but his ego.
Roll with it, Reuss. Life happens and now you’ve got one of
those stories. Anything can happen – the reason why, as Penske
said, you go to the races.
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Auburn Hills-based Dow Automotive Systems recently received top supplier recognition
from Honda Brazil for excellence
in quality and delivery. This is
the second year in a row that
Dow has received top honors
from Honda Brazil.
A total of 33 suppliers were
recognized for performance in
assessing quality, delivery, costs,
development of new models and
parts, and preservation of the
environment.
“This recognition for quality
and delivery showcases our entire team’s commitment to customer success,” said Thiago
Vides, sales leader South America, Dow Automotive Systems.
“We work very hard to achieve
consistent, outstanding results
across the entire organization
for Honda Brazil and all of our
customers.”
With more than 50 years of experience in automotive adhesives, Dow offers a wide range of
materials solutions to help automotive manufacturers and aftermarket repair customers make
vehicles stronger, safer, lighter
and more comfortable, said Dow
spokeswoman Chris Swart.

CELL # 1-586-405-5175

VAN DYKE

Roger Penske, from his perch
at the Belle Isle race track in Detroit, the governor of Michigan
by his side, summed it up smartly after one of General Motors’
top executives crashed a 2019
Corvette and delayed the start of
the Detroit Grand Prix.
“Come to the races,” Penske
said. “You’ll see anything.”
It was true on Sunday when
GM’s Mark Reuss wrecked the
newest Corvette ZR1l as he led
the IndyCar field to the green flag
as the celebrity pace car driver.
This was a spotlight moment for
Chevrolet to show off a new
product in its home city, fresh off
a win in the Indianapolis 500.
There was no better person to
handle the honors than Reuss ,
the big dog of the motorsports
program.
Reuss is the executive vice
president of global product development, purchasing and supply chain. In simpler terms, he
was the stone-faced guy sitting
over CEO Mary Barra’s shoulder
when GM was called before Congress four years ago over a recall. He ranks really high in the
GM corporate ladder, and his
gaffe on the track was an internet
sensation.
One he probably wishes would
go away.
Reuss hit a bump in the street
course that caused the Corvette
to spin and hit hard into a wall.
Routine pace car driver Oriol
Servia immediately said it was a
troublesome spot in the track,
even for professional race car
drivers, and Indy 500 winner Will
Power agreed.
“It’s very easy to do as you go
over that crest, and the traction
control must have been turned
off,” Power said. “I felt (it) wasn’t
really his fault. It’s just such a
bad corner. Like, it’s very easy to
do.”
Reuss was checked out at the
medical center and left on a golf
cart without commenting. Chevy
issued a tightly worded statement about the “incident” that
did not identify Reuss and said
“many factors contributed, including weather and track conditions. The car’s safety systems
performed as expected.”
On Facebook, Reuss seemed
devastated. His settings are private, but Forbes reported June 4
that Reuss wrote: “I have driven
this course many many many
times. I have paced this race in
the wet, cold, hot and calm.
“It is never a causal thing for
me, but an honor to be asked. Today I let down my friends, my
family, IndyCar, our city, and my
company. Sorry does not describe it. I want to thank our engineers for providing me the safety
I know is the best in the world.”

Perhaps Reuss is being a bit
too hard on himself.
There’s a reason he pays pros
to drive the Chevrolets. It’s not
easy, and, yes, many factors
come into play, including weather and track conditions. It was a
beautiful, sunny day in Detroit
when Reuss wrecked, but it had
rained earlier and the track had
been washed away of any tire
buildup from two previous days
of racing. It likely made for a slick
and fast track, and Reuss was in
a powerful car when he hit a
bump in a difficult corner.
Ryan Hunter-Reay, a driver for
rival Honda who won June 3’s
race, said his takeaway from the
crash was the power of GM’s
2019 toy.
“I think that’s a testament to
the Corvette ZR1,” he said. “I
know that thing is 750 horsepower. I’ve driven one before, and
you do not want to jump on the
gas in that thing. For sure it’s a
fast car.”
Aside from a headset allowing
him to listen to race control,
Reuss was just a corporate executive in his work clothes doing
his Sunday job and. And he got in
a car accident while doing his
job.
He was not injured, though like
many pace car drivers in a street
vehicle, Reuss was not wearing
any safety equipment.
It would be unusual for anyone

MOUND

by JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

METRO PKWY.

CONVENIENT HOURS: MON. & THURS. 8:30AM-9PM / TUES., WED. & FRI. 8:30AM-6:30PM /
*See dealer for details. All Rebates/Incentives have been deducted from sale price/payment and are subject to change by
manufacturer without notice. GM Employee discount required on all leases. All the leases assume that you qualify for GM Lease
Loyalty. To qualify for GM Lease Loyalty you must have a GM Lease in the household. All lease payments are based on 10,000 miles per year. 1st payment, tax, title
and plate fee due at signing on all leases unless otherwise noted. All deals expire 06/30/2018.
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Takata’s Air Bag Troubles
Cause Another Big Recall
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP) – Malaysia’s transport minister said June 5 that the government will take an active role in
recalls to replace flawed Takata
air bags after data from eight car
manufacturers showed that
more than 350,000 car owners
have not responded.
The deaths of seven people in
Malaysia have been linked to the
defective air bags that are subject to one of the world’s largest
auto recall. The latest victim was
a 23-year old student whose 2004
Honda City crashed May 27 in
Kuala Lumpur, the second death
this year alone.
Transport Minister Anthony
Loke said the Road Transport
Department will take over from
auto manufacturers in sending
recall notices to affected car
owners. He said that two reminders will be sent and car
owners who still fail to respond
will face fines and be barred from
renewing their road registrations.
Such radical measures are
needed to raise awareness due
to the lackadaisical attitude of
some Malaysians, he said.
“We are not here to penalize
anybody. We just want to make
sure everyone changes their
airbags for their own safety because the cars have been recalled,’’ he told a news conference after meeting with the car
manufacturers.
Regarding the latest fatality,
Loke said Honda sent 28 recall
notices to the victim’s family but
failed to reach them because
they had moved without updating their address. He said the
road department will work with
insurance companies to track
down such owners.
All seven deaths in Malaysia

involved the Honda City, a subcompact model made for Asia
and Europe. Families of some
Malaysian victims have blamed
Honda, the leading foreign brand
in the country, of not doing
enough to warn car owners of
potentially deadly risks from the
air bags or track down secondhand car owners.
Loke said Honda has completed 79 percent of its recall, the
highest so far in the industry.
Of the 358,233 cars that have
yet to respond to the recalls
70,162 are Hondas, 144,607 are
Toyotas, 105,817 are Nissans,
19,985 are Mitsubishis and the
rest are BWMs, Subarus, Mazdas
and Lexuses, he said.
Automakers have been told to
work together to raise awareness
about the flawed air bags since
earlier company campaigns have
been ineffective.
Honda will have until the
year’s end to complete its recalls, since all the accidents so
far involved Hondas. Other manufacturers will be given a year.
“This is a four-year problem
that is not resolved ... we want
100 percent compliance but it
takes time,’’ Loke added.
The latest Malaysian death
raised the global death toll
linked to the defect to 23. The
U.S., with 15 deaths, and Australia with one are the only other
countries to have reported such
fatalities. The defective air bags
have faulty inflators and propellant devices that may deploy improperly in an accident, shooting
out metal fragments that can kill
or injure.
Last year, Takata pleaded
guilty to fraud in a U.S. court and
agreed to pay more than $1 billion in penalties for concealing
the defect.

Chevy’s and the National Newspaper Publishers Association recipients recently met in Detroit.

Chevrolet Honors Black Journalists
Chevrolet and the National
Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) have chosen six students from Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU)
for the 2018 Discover the Unexpected Journalism Fellowship.
With the help of NNPA editors
and reporters, the Fellows will
discover and share positive, inspirational and relevant stories
from African-American communities during their eight-week summer internship, said GM spokeswoman Juanita Davis.
The 2018 DTU Journalism Fellows are Tyvan Banks of Norfolk
State University, Diamond Durant
of Morgan State University, Daja
Henry of Howard University, Denver Lark of North Carolina A&T
State
University,
Natrawn
Maxwell of Claflin University and
Ila Wilborn of Florida A&M University.
Chevrolet has awarded each
DTU Fellow a $10,000 scholar-

ship and a $5,000 stipend. The
students will form two teams of
three people, and each team will
have access to a new 2018
Chevrolet Equinox during their
reporting assignments.
To date, Chevrolet has awarded more than $300,000 in DTU
scholarships and stipends. For
its first two years, the program
included only a select number of
schools, but the 2018 online submission process was open to students at all HBCUs majoring in
journalism,
communications,
mass media or visual arts.
“In 2016, Chevrolet launched
the DTU fellowship at Howard
University and last year added
Clark Atlanta University, Morehouse College, and Spelman College,” said Paul Edwards, U.S.
vice president of Chevrolet Marketing.
“This year, we want to give
every HBCU student with a
strong voice the opportunity to
report the inspiring stories from
around the U.S. as they Find New
Roads behind the wheel of the
2018 Equinox.”
“The NNPA is looking forward
to continuing our support of
young storytellers to document
positive stories in our communities,” said NNPA President and

CEO Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.
“Young journalists have the power to bring about positive change
in our communities and this
country through their words, so
it is vital to include their voices
in the conversation.”
DTU Fellows will work with
The Washington Informer in Washington, D.C.; The Atlanta Voice in
Atlanta, Georgia; The New Journal & Guide in Norfolk, Virginia;
and New York Amsterdam News in
New York City, New York.
The Fellows’ journey began in
Detroit, where they participated
in two days of journalism training with Chevrolet and NNPA
leadership at General Motors’
Global Headquarters before they
hit the road to begin their various reporting assignments, Davis
said.
Legendary lyricist and hip-hop
pioneer MC Lyte, the program’s
national spokesperson since its
inception, met with the Fellows
during the summer to share her
wisdom about storytelling and
advice on creating a unique
voice.
Dana Blair, an on-air correspondent, branding expert and
entertainment producer, joined
the team and will serve as mentor for the Fellows.

Musk Gets to Keep His Job
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) – Tesla
CEO Elon Musk has rebuffed a
shareholder attempt to overhaul
the electric car maker’s board
and strip him of his role as chairman, despite worries about the
company’s shaky finances and
inability to meet its production
goals for its first mass-market
sedan.
All three directors seeking to
remain on Tesla’s nine-member
board were re-elected during the
company’s annual meeting held
June 5 in Mountain View, Calif.
Directors Antonio Gracias,
James Murdoch and Elon’s
brother, Kimbal Musk, won by “a
wide margin,’’ according to Tesla.
CtW Investment Group, an activist firm that represents labor
union pension funds, had led a
rebellion seeking to oust the trio
from the board on the grounds
that they didn’t know about the
auto industry at a critical time in
Tesla’s existence.
The company said a “supermajority’’ of shareholders also rejected a proposal to force Musk
to step down as Tesla’s chairman, a position he has held since
2004 – four years before he also
assumed the CEO job.
Elon Musk holds a 22 percent stake in Tesla, increasing
the degree of difficulty for shareholders trying to challenge his
authority. After the results were
announced, he sought to reassure shareholders attending the
meeting and others watching on
a webcast.
After describing the past few
months as among the most “hell-

ish’’ in his life, Musk said he expected Tesla to post a quarterly
profit during the July-September
period. That’s something the Palo Alto, California, company has
rarely pulled off in a 15-year history marked by steady losses
while investing heavily in its
technology and manufacturing
plants.
Tesla has been burning
through so much cash – more
than $1 billion during the first
three months of this year alone –
that investors have been worrying it will have to sell more stock
or add to its already hefty debt
load to raise enough money to
survive.
After conceding that “staying
alive’’ is difficult in the auto industry, Musk told shareholders
that Tesla will be “cash flow positive’’ during the second half of
this year.
If Musk is correct, the prediction will translate into Tesla
bringing in more cash than it’s
spending in both the third and
fourth quarters.
To do that, Tesla will probably
have to meet Musk’s manufacturing goals for its Model 3, a sedan
with a starting price tag of
$35,000 that represents the company’s attempt to reach a mass
market.
Tesla still needs to more than
double its recent production rate
to reach Musk's target of delivering 5,000 Model 3s per week.
Musk reiterated previous predictions that that will happen
during the second half of this
year.
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100
YEARS
IN BUSINESS

2017 DEALER OF THE YEAR AWARDED BY GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
2018 GMC SIERRA ELEVATION
1500 DBL.EDITION
CAB

$

30,699*

STOCK #G582572

PURCHASE FOR

PURCHASE FOR

$

$

36,419*

LEASE FOR

*

99

24

PER
MONTH

MONTHS

$

PER
MONTH

DOWN

$

999

MONTHS

$

DOWN

$

PER
MONTH

359 36

999

MONTHS

*

$

$

DOWN

24,559*

STOCK #G584051

LEASE FOR

*

159 24

$

PURCHASE FOR

38,669*

STOCK #G584077

LEASE FOR

*

999 129 24

$

PURCHASE FOR

26,559*

STOCK #G584392

STOCK #G584508

LEASE FOR

$

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500 DENALI
2018 GMC TERRAIN SLE
CREW CAB

2018 GMC CANYON DENALI
2018 GMC ACADIA SLE1
CREW CAB

PURCHASE FOR

PER
MONTH

LEASE FOR

999

139* 24

$

MONTHS

$

DOWN

PER
MONTH

999

$

MONTHS

DOWN

2016 BUICK DEALER OF THE YEAR • 2016 BUICK DEALER OF THE YEAR • 2016 BUICK DEALER OF THE YEAR
2018 BUICK ENCORE
PURCHASE FOR

2018 BUICK ENVISION
PURCHASE FOR

PREFERRED

16,649

$

STOCK #B583986

LEASE FOR

109

$

* PER

MONTH

2018 BUICK CASCADA
PURCHASE FOR

PREFERRED

29,995

$

*

STOCK #B83395

24

MONTHS

$

LEASE FOR

999

DOWN

199

$

SHOWROOM HOURS:
MON. & THURS. 8:30AM-9PM
TUES., WED. & FRI. 8:30AM-6PM

*PER

MONTH

2018 BUICK ENCLAVE
PURCHASE FOR

PREMIUM

28,749

$

*

STOCK #B480133

36

MONTHS

LEASE FOR

379

999

$

$

DOWN

*
PER

MONTH

2018 BUICK REGAL
PURCHASE FOR

ESSENCE

37,159

$

*

*

STOCK #B581278

39

MONTHS

$

STOCK #B480143

LEASE FOR

259* 24

$

999

DOWNN

PREFERRED SPORTBACK

22,309*

$

PER
MONTH

MONTHS

999

$

LEASE FOR

299* 36

$

DOWNN

PER
MONTH

MONTHS

999

$

DOWNN

We’ll give you a $3,500 minimum for your 2003 or newer trade in. See us for your GM Employee purchases.

1-866-452-1300
26125 VAN DYKE AT 10 1/2 MILE ROAD

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: edrinke.com

Paul
Makowski
pmakowski@edrinke.com

Now looking for experienced salespeople to join our team!

Art
Kurgin
akurgin@edrinke.com

All prices and payments include GM rebates. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Pricing subject to change per GM incentives. Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM employee discount (unless otherwise stated). 2018 Models are price and discounted at supplier unless otherwise stated. All leases are 10,000 miles per
year with approved S Tier credit. All Vehicles shown are $999 down unless otherwise stated. Disposition Fee may be required at vehicle turn in. Must have select conquest vehicle in household on certain models. Prices and payments are plus tax, title, plate, refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined
by lender. Purchase pricing is gm employee discount plus title, taxes and fees. Pricing is subject to bonus cash- while supplies last. **$3,500 trade in is valid on 2003 or newer vehicles w/ under 115k miles in drivable condition, no branded titles, reconditioning determined by appraiser. Certain restrictions may apply, see dealer for
complete details. Volt is a former courtesy vehicle** Exp date: 6/11/2018.

ED RINKE
2017 DEALER OF THE YEAR AWARDED BY GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION

100
YEARS
IN BUSINESS

WE’LL GIVE YOU A $3,500 MINIMUM FOR YOUR 2003 OR NEWER TRADE IN

2018 CHEVY SILVERADO

99$

$

24

MONTHS

2018 CHEVY CAMARO LT

1500 LT DBL CAB

LEASE FOR

*PER MONTH OR $

PURCHASE FOR

319
$

$

31,719

999

DOWN

*

39

STOCK #583962

MONTHS

2018 CHEVY MALIBU LT
LEASE FOR

139
$

$

24

MONTHS

*PER MONTH OR$

999

DOWN

LEASE FOR

*PER MONTH OR $

999

PURCHASE FOR

LEASE FOR

25,129

DOWN

*

STOCK #480035

2018 TRAVERSE LS
LEASE FOR

239
$

$

PURCHASE FOR

20,329*

24

MONTHS

STOCK #480208

*PER MONTH OR $

999

119$

$

24

MONTHS

*PER MONTH OR

999

2018 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

PURCHASE FOR

17,119

$

DOWN

26,319*
STOCK #VSSC57

LEASE FOR

99
$

$

*

24

MONTHS

MONTHS

DOWN

999

PURCHASE FOR

23,099*

$

DOWN

STOCK #584088

2018 CHEVY COLORADO
LEASE FOR

149
$

$

PURCHASE FOR

14,589*

999

*

PER MONTH OR

24

STOCK #VTTZR6

*PER MONTH OR $

LEASE FOR

139$

$

2018 CHEVY TRAX LS

PURCHASE FOR

DOWN

2018 CHEVY CRUZE LT

24

STOCK #583512

MONTHS

*PER MONTH OR $

999

LT EXT CAB

PURCHASE FOR

28,219*

DOWN

STOCK #583545

GM CARD TOP OFF UP TO $3,000 • NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY FOR OIL CHANGES

ED RINKE

• FAST • FRIENDLY • DISCOUNTS
R
VISIT OUANE
QUICK L

BODY SHOP
586-754-7000
ext 1231

LUBE OIL FILTER

GM SERVICE CENTER
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST •SERVICE DEPT. •PARTS •BODY SHOP

866-452-1547

Quick Oil Change EXPRESS LANE

26125 Van Dyke @ 101/2 Mile • Center Line, MI 48015

23

$

95

We use Genuine GM Oil & Filter

Up to 5 qts.

Fluid Level,
Brake & Alignment Check Included.

INSURANCE
WRECK AMENDED
TRANSPORTATION
AVAILABLE

No additional or hidden charges. Out the door pricing.

Open Mondays & Thursdays until 8:30pm
Excludes synthetic, Diesel & Med. Duty Trucks.
Most GM cars & trucks. One coupon per customer.
Must present coupon with order. Plus tax. Expires 6-30-18.

During Scheduled Repairs

FREE OIL CHANGE With Each Major Repair

WE REPAIR ALL MAKE & MODELS

SERVICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 6:30am-9:00pm; Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 6:30am-6:00pm • Shuttle at 6:30am - Pick-up Both Ways • All Day starting at 6:30am.

See us for your GM Employee purchases. Now looking for experienced salespeople to join our team!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
edrinke.com

1-877-451-7707
26125 VAN DYKE AT 10 1/2 MILE ROAD

NO DOC FEES
Find Us on

FACEBOOK

Nicole
Dodge
nhuminski@edrinke.com

SHOWROOM HOURS: MON. & THURS. 8:30AM-9PM / TUES., WED. & FRI. 8:30AM-6PM /
All prices and payments include GM rebates. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Pricing subject to change per GM incentives. Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM employee discount (unless otherwise stated). 2018 Models are price and discounted
at supplier unless otherwise stated. All leases are 10,000 miles per year with approved S Tier credit. All Vehicles shown are $999 down unless otherwise stated. Disposition Fee may be required at vehicle turn in. Must have select conquest vehicle in household on
certain models. Prices and payments are plus tax, title, plate, refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined by lender. Purchase pricing is gm employee discount plus title, taxes and fees. Pricing is subject to bonus cash- while
supplies last. **$3,500 trade in is valid on 2003 or newer vehicles w/ under 115k miles in drivable condition, no branded titles, reconditioning determined by appraiser. Certain restrictions may apply, see dealer for complete details. Volt is a former courtesy
vehicle** Volt is a former courtesy car. Exp date: 6/11/2018.

Greg
DeGrandis
gdegrandis@edrinke.com

Jim
Pfeifle
jpfeifle@edrinke.com
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