
by Jim Stickford

Auburn Hills-based Munro and
Associates talked about the com-
pany’s analysis of the Tesla 3 at a
recent special conference held
by the Automotive Press Associ-
ation.

The conference was chaired by
Munro CEO Sandy Munro on
April 25, and it will be the last
words spoken about the Tesla 3
by the company until late June or
early July, Munro said.

The event, which had been
planned several weeks in advance,
was held just after an interview in
which Munro said Tesla has a
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The GM Tech Center celebrat-
ed science and the environment
in a big way during “Take Your
Child to Work/Earth Day” last
week.

This an annual event that is
held across the Tech Center cam-
pus, said Katie Murphy, an Engi-

neering Group manager who
works out of the Tech Center.

Murphy organized this year’s
April 26 event. She said that the
Tech Center combined Earth Day
and Kids Day eight years ago.
She’s been involved since then
and was asked to head the event

by the original organizer Perry
Kuey, a couple of years ago.

“We start work on this project
in January,” Murphy said. “Vari-
ous different departments at the
Tech Center, along with Club GM,

GM Employees Take Kids to Work

Dr. Nitro created ice cream with liquid nitrogen at the Tech Center’s “Bring Your Child to Work” day event.

Hoover, from 11 to 13 Mile, is under going repairs for several months.

Now that the weather is get-
ting warm road repair season has
arrived.

Environmental Compliance En-
gineer for the city of Warren Tina
Gapshes said that the city will be
repairing Hoover Road and will
be completely repaved between
13 Mile and 11 Mile.

The work officially started on
April 23, Gapshes said. The open-
to-traffic date is Sept. 30, with all
work, including landscaping
completed by Nov. 4.

“Something can always hap-
pen to delay the project,” Gapsh-
es said. “But these are the com-
pletion dates, and, hey, some-
times we even complete a proj-

ect ahead of time. But the sched-
ule is from April 23 to Sept. 30.”

Traffic will be allowed on
Hoover during the repaving
process, Gapshes said. The
street has four lanes in addition
to a center left-turn lane. During
repairs north-south traffic will be
channeled into one lane for each
direction.

“We have put an end to left
turns during construction,” Gap-
shes said. “We know that is a ma-
jor inconvenience, but if we al-
low left turns, that will cause
even bigger traffic backups. This
winter has been really hard on

Hoover Headaches Begin!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Munro shows the media how the frame of the Tesla 3 was built.

More than 100 Michigan companies showed how they can help the military at the recent MDEX gathering.

Experts Deconstruct Tesla 3 Automobile

Ford Motor Company released
its first quarter 2018 financial re-
sults, along with some big news –
traditional cars will be a minor
part of the company’s portfolio.

The company delivered in-
creased revenue, up 7 percent
year over year, and net income of
$1.7 billion, up 9 percent year
over year, more than explained
by a lower tax rate, said Ford
spokesman Brad Carroll. Compa-
ny adjusted EBIT of $2.2 billion
was down from a year ago, due
to commodity cost increases and
adverse exchange rates.

In addition, the company an-

nounced that its fitness initia-
tives are driving an improved
outlook, said Carroll. Ford is now
targeting an 8 percent adjusted.
EBIT margin in 2020, two years
earlier than previously anticipat-
ed. Ford is also targeting its re-
turn on invested capital (ROIC)
to substantially increase by 2020.

“We are committed to taking
the appropriate actions to drive
profitable growth and maximize
the returns of our business over
the long term,” said Jim Hackett,
president and CEO. “Where we

Ford Unveils Future Plans,
Cars to Play a Small Role

by Jim Stickford

Macomb Community College
in Warren last week hosted the
ninth annual Michigan Defense
Exposition (MDEX).

The event was held April 25
and 26, at MCC’s Warren Cam-
pus. Vicki Selva, deputy execu-
tive director of the Michigan De-
fense Center, said MDEX has al-
ways been designed to show just
what Michigan companies can
do for the defense industry, and
ultimately the warfighters that
protect this nation.

“They year we have 120 busi-
nesses taking up 160 booth
spots,” Selva said. “The differ-
ence in those numbers comes
down to the fact that some com-
panies used up more than one
booth spot for their displays.
Overall, we expect about 2,000

people to attend this event. We
have shuttles regularly going to
TACOM to pick people up and
bring them here and then take
them back to TACOM.”

Beth Cryderman Moss, presi-
dent of the Michigan chapter for
the National Defense Industrial
Association (NDIA), said her or-
ganization supports MDEX be-
cause in these uncertain times,
having a strong defense in vitally
important.

She also works as the director
of the Macomb Regional Procure-
ment Technical Assistance Cen-
ter. It’s a Department of Defense
funded program to assist small
businesses that wish to do busi-
ness with the federal govern-
ment.

“The message we want to get

MCC Hosts a Military Expo
Promoting Michigan Firms
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get together once a week to do
the planning. We have enough ex-
perience to have preperation
down to a science.”

For the Earth Day part of the
celebration, for example, a group
of conservationists from mid-
Michigan were invited down to
show children birds of prey, in-
cluding an owl.

“People don’t think of owls as
birds of prey, but they are,”
Murphy said. “The Tech Center
has a connection to birds of
prey. A pair of falcons, for the
past few years, have nested on
top of the old Campbell-Ewald
building, which is now part of
the Tech Center and known as
VEC East. This year the pair laid
four eggs.”

The Clinton River Watershed
Council was also invited to teach
kids about the importance of a
clean water table, Murphy said.

And each year children of Tech
Center employees can submit de-
signs for t-shirts celebrating that

day. All the submissions were put
up for display and Murphy her-
self wore a t-shirt with the win-
ning design.

Murphy said different depart-
ments across the campus put on
different displays. Kids got to see
an air bag deployment, demon-
stration and DTE Energy was on
hand to demonstrate energy con-
servation.

They even invited entertainer
“Dr. Nitro” to show kids exciting
and fun science experiments.

“It’s really cool,” Murphy said.
“He uses liquid nitrogen to make
ice cream and does things like
freeze gummy bear candy with
the liquid nitrogen.”

And kids got to see some fa-
mous cars in the lobby of the
VEC building, including the Pon-
tiac Trans Am that was used in
the Burt Reynolds “Smokey and
the Bandit” movie.

There was a cut out of
Reynolds near the car and kids
and parents were able to get a
good look at the vehicle.

Adam King, a senior financial

analyst who works at the Tech
Center, brought his seven-year-
old son Landon to work and
showed Landon the car.

“I really like ‘Bring Your Child
to Work’ day,” King said. “There
are so many things to see and do
it creates a real carnival atmos-
phere. And I get to see the
‘Smokey and the Bandit’ Trans
Am.”

Landon said he really enjoyed

seeing all the cool cars, but when
asked, admitted that he didn’t
know who Burt Reynolds was or
what “Smokey and the Bandit” is.

“I am glad I had the chance to
take my son to work and show
him what I do,” King said. “And
remember, he’s only seven, so it
is only to be expected that he
doesn’t know about Burt
Reynolds. But it’s still cool to see
the car.”
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21800 Woodward Ave. • Ferndale, MI 48220

SUBURBAN
Suburban Buick GMC

of Ferndale

Tech
CenterZoo

I-696
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�
Suburban Buick GMC

of Ferndale

248-547-6100

– OPEN SATURDAY UNTIL 5PM –

Beverly Archer
Dial Direct at

ext. 5749

*MUST QUALIFY FOR GMS (GM EMPLOYEE OR ELIGIBLE FAMILY
MEMBER) AND HAVE A CURRENT CHEVROLET, BUICK, OR GMC
LEASE. 10,000 MILES PER YEAR. ALL TAXES AND FEES INCLUDED
IN PRICES SHOWN, ASSUMING TRANSFER OF PLATE. EXISTING
MILES ON COURTESY VEHICLES COUNT AGAINST THE TOTAL
ALLOWED MILEAGE. WITH A1 CREDIT APPROVAL THROUGH GM
FINANCIAL. NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED. EXPIRES 4/30/18

248-547-6100
Matt Christy
Dial Direct at

ext. 5730

Tommy Gaynor
Dial Direct at

ext. 5709

Sal Capriola
Dial Direct at

ext. 5720

Joe Honeycutte
Dial Direct at

ext. 5724

Dennis Thacker
Dial Direct at

ext. 5773

Taylor Butler
Dial Direct at

ext. 5786

LARGE FLEET ON LOANERS

HOURS: Mon. 7am-8pm • Tues. 7am-6pm • Wed. 7am-6pm • Thurs. 7am-8pm • Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 8am-3pm

OPEN SATURDAY 8AM-3PM • 248-547-6100

2018 GMC CANYON
DENALI

24
MONTH
LEASE FOR

$380MONTH
WITH $380
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

STOCK #GI0446

PER

FOR GM EMPLOYEES WITH A CURRENT CHEVY, BUICK OR GMC LEASE
ALL INCLUSIVE PRICING PRICES SHOWN INCLUDE ALL TAXES AND FEES

THE PRICE YOU SEE IS THE PRICE YOU PAY

$316MONTH
WITH $1816
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

PEROR

2018 GMC SIERRA
DENALI

36
MONTH
LEASE FOR

$467MONTH
WITH $467
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

STOCK #GI0466

PER $423MONTH
WITH $1923
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

PEROR

2018 GMC ACADIA
DENALI AWD

36
MONTH
LEASE FOR

$398MONTH
WITH $398
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

STOCK #GI0033

COURTESY
VEHICLE

PER $354MONTH
WITH $1854
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

PEROR

2018 GMC YUKON XL SLT

36
MONTH
LEASE FOR

$628MONTH
WITH $628
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

STOCK #GI0134

COURTESY
VEHICLE

PER $584MONTH
WITH $2084
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

PEROR

2018 BUICK ENCLAVE
FWD ESSENCE
STOCK #BI0056

PER
$354*

MONTH
WITH $1854
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

PEROR

36
MONTH
LEASE FOR

$398*
MONTH

WITH $398
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

$10.00
OFF
ANY SERVICE*

*Of $40 or more

Tire price match Guarantee

“We will beat or
match any price
from anywhere”
On any OEM tire bought at Suburban Buick GMC.
We even look at the competitors prices for you!!!!

Ann Nash
Dial Direct at

ext. 5751

USED CAR OF THE MONTH!!!!
2007 Chevrolet Corvette Coupe
Velocity Yellow Tintcoat • 6 speed auto • 64,774 miles

$20,888*
Subject to prior sale. Please call Jerry Kelly

Used Car Manager @ 248-582-5782 or e-mail him
at jkelly2@suburbancollection.com with any questions.

*Plus $210 DOC fee, tax, plate and title fees.

Was $21,990
Stock #P2802

2018 BUICK ENCORE
FWD PREFERRED
STOCK #BI0126

PER
$160*

MONTH
WITH $1660
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

PEROR

24
MONTH
LEASE FOR

$224*
MONTH

WITH $224
TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING

Adam King and son Landon and the “Smokey” Pontiac Trans Am.

Murphy, in front of t-shirt design submissions, wears winning design.

GM Tech Center Employees
Take Their Kids to Work

The Michigan Attorney Gener-
al’s office is helding a special
presentation on how residents
can avoid being tricked by tele-
phone scams.

The event will be held on
Wednesday, May 9, starting at
6:30 p.m. in the Hilary Kutella
Community Room of the
Dorothy Busch branch of the li-
brary, 23333 Ryan in Warren.

Warren Librarian Jennifer
Lund said that space for the
event is limited to people

should call 586-353-0580 to save
a spot.

According to AARP, one in 10
Americans will fall prey to
phone scams this year, and mil-
lions more will be ripped off on-
line or in person.

Older Americans are prime
targets for scam artists. Fraud
costs Americans tens of billions
of dollars a year, and the crimes
keep getting more brazen and
sophisticated, and every two
seconds an identity is stolen.

Learn About Danger of Phone Scams

Warren librarian Amy Nelson
invites people to join Jonathan
H. Strong, CRPC from UBS Finan-
cial Services, Inc. at the Miller Li-
brary on Thursday, May 3, at 6
pm for the second informational
program to help people start in-
vesting.

This session will cover how to
earn tax free income using Michi-
gan Tax Free Municipal Bonds
and conservative income strate-
gies, and the benefits of tax free
investing – for short or long term
needs – and to increase monthly
income, Nelson said.

This program will be held in
Conference Room “A” of the War-
ren Community Center. Registra-
tion is required, register online
at warrenlibrary.net or please
call Miller Library at 586-751-
5377.

The Miller Branch Library is
located at 5460 Arden in the War-
ren Community Center (between
14 Mile and Chicago, west of
Mound).

For more information, call 586-
751-5377, Nelson said.

Warren Library
Hosting Talk
On Investing

http://www.techcenternews.com
mailto:info@techcenternews.com


out is that we need to be pre-
pared,” Moss said. “We need to
be prepared in this time of uncer-
tainty and it is important that
our industrial base be prepared
as well in the name of national se-
curity.”

And part of being prepared is
having a workforce that can man-
ufacture the equipment needed
by warfighters. Which is why the
Michigan NDIA chapter is work-
ing with the SME Education
Foundation to create and sup-
port STEM education programs
in Michigan.

Sandy Wilton was at MDEX on
behalf of SME Education. She
said that foundation’s Partner-
ship in Response to Manufactur-
ing Education program (PRIME)
works with schools and busi-
nesses in 22 states, including
Michigan, to promote and teach
advanced manufacturing skills.

Wilton said that PRIME is in 45
schools in the 22 participating
states. One school is Fraser High
School. Justin Palmer, a senior at
Fraser High School has partici-
pated in PRIME for the two years
it’s been at the high school.

He has studied welding and it
has given him the skills to get a
job at Complete Prototype Serv-
ices in Clinton Township.

Once Palmer graduates, he
said that he is going to join the
United States Army.

“It’s nice to have guidance and
learn skills that are in demand,”
Palmer said.

Brent Brasure, director of Ca-
reer Technical Education for
Fraser schools, said he likes
PRIME and what it can do for stu-
dents.

“This is a real collaboration,”
Brasure said. “It affords Michigan
schools the chance to feed tal-
ented students directly into post-
secondary placements by engag-
ing directly with industry part-
ners.

“And it allows schools to tailor
vocational education for the jobs
that are out there, and students
have a say and they can take
ownership of the education path-
way that they choose. It’s excit-
ing to come to an event like
MDEX and show students the
businesses out there that need
their skills, and it gives students

the chance to make connections
and network.”

Overall, MDEX is a real win for

the military, as well as for busi-
nesses and for students, Brasure
said.
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Justin PalmerBeth Cryderman Moss

the roads, with the freeze and
thaw. Before we announced the
project the city received a large
number of complaints about the
condition of the road. We investi-
gated and Hoover really needs
this work.”

The project began on April 23,
but the city had originally
planned for it to begin a couple
of weeks earlier, Gapshes said.
But it stayed colder longer than
expected, which pushed back
the start date of the project.

Gapshes said it’s normal for
people to take a couple of weeks
to get used to major road con-
struction like the Hoover project.
They adjust to the delays in the
using the road or seek alternative
routes. This will have the effect of
increasing traffic on alternative
routes, but still in most cases it
saves drivers time because of the
limited traffic capacity on Hoover.

“We understand that it takes
time to adjust,” Gapshes said.
“And we understand that this is
annoying, but this road needs to
be fixed and there is no way to
do the job without this kind of
disruption.”

The total cost of the project is
$2.7 million, Gapshes said. The
Michigan Department of Trans-
portation is providing 80 percent
of the funding, with the city of War-
ren providing the remaining 20
percent.

Hoover Road
Construction
Project Begins

MCC Hosts Expo to Promote STEM, Michigan Businesses

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Macomb County is inviting res-
idents to come out and support
the community this summer at
the 7th Annual Sprint and Splash
Festival of Races on Saturday,
June 16, at Lake St. Clair
Metropark. This is the chance to
be a part of an exciting, family-
friendly event that draws in peo-
ple of all ages from around the
southeast Michigan region, said
county spokeswoman Amanda
Minaudo.

“Bring your family and friends
out to kickoff summer through a
variety of competitive events,
music, food, craft beer and a mul-
titude of vendors,” Minaudo said.

“Sprint and Splash also serves
the unique purpose of acting as a
fundraiser for organizations that
are working to enhance regional
recreational assets while also
striving to protect and restore
Lake St. Clair, the Clinton River
and the surrounding natural ar-
eas.”

The primary benefactor of the
event will be the Huron-Clinton
Metroparks Foundation, whose
mission is to provide critical sup-
port to sustain all 13 Metroparks
and to enrich the lives of the citi-
zens and environment of south-
east Michigan. Since 2003, the
Metroparks Foundation has

worked to enhance and support
the parks by providing funding to
help ensure that the parks meet
recreation, conservation and ed-
ucation goals. The second non-
profit organization benefiting
from this event is the Clinton Riv-
er Watershed Council whose mis-
sion is to protect, enhance and
celebrate the Clinton River, its
watershed and Lake St. Clair.

Sprint and Splash Events in-
clude a 5K Run / Walk Duathlon,
a two-mile Kayak race and a two
mile recreational Stand-Up Pad-
dleboard race. Visit Sprintand-
Splash.com for more information
or to register online.

Macomb County Holding Water Festival

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



hard time with the “dinosaur” tech
that goes into a car hit the media.

Munro and Associates is a
company that breaks down and
reverse engineers products to
analyze how they work and how
efficiently they are produced.

Munro said that his company
was able to purchase a Tesla 3
from a consumer who had one,
but needed cash. The vehicle
was then taken apart by Munro
senior associates and analyzed.
The full results will be released
later this year.

The project was initiated by

Munro and companies the cost of
a full report will be $87,000,
Munro said.

Automotive Press Association
members were divided into
groups and taken to separate sta-
tions where experts talked about
different parts of the Tesla 3. The
stations were HVAC, steering and
chassis, electronics, body and
frame, battery and cost evalua-
tion.

Sue Okray, COO at Munro, said
that Tesla was able to quiet the
air conditioning unit by using a
special coating to absorb sound.
That’s important because EVs
don’t make engine noise, unlike

regular cars where the engine
noise drowns out the sound of
the air conditioner running.

David Warner, senior analyst
for Munro, said that the vehi-
cle’s electronics system showed
great flexibility, which could
contribute to its being able to
be used in multiple markets
around the world. That struck
Warner as being particularly in-
teresting.

Al Steier, director of bench-
marking for Munro, said that Tes-
la used a lot of aluminum in the
steering system and chassis.
That makes for less weight, a crit-
ical need in an EV. The brake sys-
tem was a standard Bosch ABS
system.

When Munro spoke to the me-
dia about the Tesla 3’s frame
body, he said it was really like
the “tale of two cars.” The tech in
the Tesla 3 was great, but the
company has difficulty in the
nuts and bolts making of a car.
He saw numerous defects that
suggested that the robots doing
the welding were not pro-
grammed well enough.

He also said that parts of the
car, such as the bucket used for
the trunk used too many parts
and were too complicated to put
together because it required the
use of too many manufacturing
techniques.

Munro said that while no one

from his company has viewed
Tesla’s production line, it’s a
good guess that they are using a
lot of robots to make the vehi-
cles.

“That’s not unprecedented,”
Munro said. “Roger Smith tried
the same thing at GM years ago
and ended up having to scrap a
lot of robots.”

The problem with robots is
that they can only do what they
are programmed to do, Munro
said. People, on the other hand,
can do anything and can recog-
nize when something is wrong
and make adjustments right
away.

At the end of the press tour,
Munro took a few questions. The
first was his opinion on the Tesla
3 on a scale of one to five, with
five being the highest.

“I can’t really do that,” Munro
said. “Some of the tech in the car
is a one and some of it is six out
of five. When I look at the elec-
tronics, I see a six, when I look at
the body, I see a one. There is

some great technology in this
car. But I will say that the stuff
that is one is stuff that can be
fairly easily fixed. It wouldn’t be
cheap, but it also wouldn’t be dif-
ficult. There are dozens of com-
panies in Michigan, Ontario, and
Ohio, that can help with the man-
ufacturing process.”

Munro was asked who could
purchase the final Munro report.
Munro said the company initiat-
ed the report itself, so any OEM
or supplier that wanted to see
the full report when it comes out
in a couple of months can do so,
provided they are willing to pay
the full price.

Experts Take Apart Tesla 3 Automobile
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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FULL SERVICE BUFFET OR EXPRESS DROP OFF EVENTS
Big or Small…We Do It All!

Luncheons, Employee Appreciation,
Holiday Events, Company BBQ,

Grad Parties, Weddings,
and more…

Call today to get your order started
586-825-0067
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MENU

Pick One Up
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Monday thru Saturday.
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delicious and quick!
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6177 Chicago Road • WARREN
(West of Van Dyke)

586-825-0067
www.cjscompanystore.com
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CLOSED SUNDAYS

DINE-IN CARRYOUT
Delivery Available - FREE for orders over $20!

DELI

25 Years
of Homestyle Cooking!
Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

BANQUET ROOM
Seats 100 People for those off-site meetings!
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(586) 582-8400
5702 East 12 Mile Road (Just West of mound)
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Comes
First…

RREEDD WWIINNGG SSHHOOEE SSTTOORREE
M-F 10-8; Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-4

3333228899 MMoouunndd RRdd..
Just North of 14 Mile Rd. in Stover Plaza  – on the west side of the street –
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Warner shows some of the electronics examined in the Tesla 3 car.

The Macomb Community Ac-
tion Office of Senior Services has
honored Meals on Wheels volun-
teers at its annual Volunteer Ap-
preciation Event on April 17 at
the Bethesda Christian Church
in Sterling Heights.

Approximately 260 volunteers
attended the event which fea-
tured food and baked goods
from several Macomb County
businesses, said county spokes-
woman Roneeka Pleasant-
Brown.

County Executive Mark A.
Hackel greeted the crowd and of-
fered words of appreciation.

“Your selfless efforts do not go
unappreciated or unnoticed,” he
said. “Volunteers in programs
throughout the county are ex-
tremely important to the many
successes that we have seen.”

Other attendees included
County Commissioner Bob Smith,
Deputy County Executives Pam
Lavers and Al Lorenzo.

The recipients of the 2018 Vol-
unteer of the Year Award and the
Kurt Strevel Award were an-
nounced during the event’s pro-
gram. Carlo Franz received the
2018 Volunteer of the Year
Award.

He has been an active Meals
on Wheels volunteer since 2008,
consistently serving participants
on his assigned route along with
volunteering to fill in for other
routes throughout Macomb
County.

The Kurt Strevel Award was
given to Christine Love. Love
was severely injured in an auto
accident while delivering meals.
Though she was in pain and re-
ceiving medical treatment, she
asked firefighters at the scene
to deliver her last meal. Her re-
quest was honored.

“We have more than 1,000 vol-
unteers in our database and all
of them are very special to us,”
said Kristie King, division direc-
tor of the Office of Senior Servic-
es at Macomb Community Ac-
tion.

“They are the heartbeat of the
Meals on Wheels program, and I
am constantly amazed at the
amount of commitment and ded-
ication they possess.”

Macomb Honors
Meal on Wheels

Volunteers
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INSURANCE
MADE EASY!

Kristin Newsome,
Agent.

INSURANCE
MADE EASY!

INSURANCE SHOPPERS AGENCY
Phone: 810.388.9200 | Fax: 810.400.6100

Email: knewsome@marysvilleisa.com

Now offering: AAA Insurance

… Just For Letting Us Quote
Your Home & Auto Insurance

We have Discounts for:
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Medical/Dental Employees

Receive a
FREE
$10 Gift Card

& MEMBERSHIPS

Thanks to an agreement be-
tween GM and Amazon, more
than seven million owners of eli-
gible Chevrolet, Buick, GMC and
Cadillac vehicles in the United
States can enjoy the convenience
of having Amazon packages de-
livered inside their vehicle using
Amazon Key.

In-Car Delivery comes at no ex-
tra cost for Amazon Prime mem-
bers with an active OnStar ac-
count and is available in 37 U.S.
cities and surrounding areas,
with more cities to follow, said
GM spokesman Vijay Iyer.

“Partnering with Amazon to
leverage our embedded in-vehi-
cle connectivity gives Chevrolet,
Buick, GMC and Cadillac owners
the option to conveniently re-
ceive deliveries inside their vehi-
cle parked at home, work or near
other locations in their Amazon
address book,” said Alan Batey,
president, General Motors North
America. “This is another exam-
ple of how we provide customers
with technologies that add value
and enhance the ownership ex-
perience.”

With Amazon Key In-Car Deliv-
ery, packages can be delivered to
a vehicle when it’s parked in a
publicly accessible area, such as
on the street in front of an apart-
ment building, at a workplace
surface parking lot or in a home
driveway.

Delivery is available on tens of
millions of items sold on Ama-
zon.com and works with Same
Day, Two-Day and Standard Ship-
ping, Iyer said.

“At Amazon, we are always
working to make our customers’
lives easier and starting today,
we’re excited to bring in-car
delivery to Chevrolet, Buick,
GMC and Cadillac owners,” said
Peter Larsen, vice president of
Delivery Technology, Amazon.
“Prime members now have
another way to ensure their

packages are safe and secure –
all for no additional cost.”

Setting up Amazon Key In-Car
Delivery is easy, Larsen said.
Customers must download the
Amazon Key App and opt in to
seamlessly link their Amazon
and OnStar accounts. Once the
first step is complete and the de-
livery location has been regis-
tered, customers can shop on
Amazon.com and select the “In-
Car” delivery option at checkout.
Additional eligible delivery ad-
dresses can be added to the
Amazon address book at any
time.

Customers receive a notifica-
tion via the Amazon Key App
when the delivery is on its way
and after the delivery is complet-
ed and the vehicle is relocked.
Deliveries are made to a station-
ary car parked in a publicly ac-
cessible area.

Amazon Key In-Car Delivery re-
quires a 2015 model year or new-
er Chevrolet, Buick, GMC and
Cadillac vehicle, Iyer said. Visit
onstar.com for coverage map, de-
tails and system limitations. To
check eligibility and sign up for
Amazon Key In-Car Delivery, visit
www.amazon.com/keyincar.

GM, Amazon Teaming Up

DETROIT (AP) – General Mo-
tors is adding a shift at a Ten-
nessee factory that makes GMC
and Cadillac SUVs, putting about
700 people to work.

But there may not be any new
hires in Spring Hill south of
Nashville. Some laid-off workers
at the factory will be rehired and
others furloughed from an Ohio
factory could relocate. GM
spokeswoman Kim Carpenter
said April 25 GM is still working
on a staffing plan for the third
shift, which begins in September.

GM Adding New
Shift to Plant



PAGE 6 APRIL 30, 2018TECH CENTER NEWS - WARREN

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

buff whelan chevrolet
WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!

Van Dyke • South of 18 Mile • Sterling Heights
Jeff Caul

586-274-0396
PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL: JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM

*See dealer for details. All Rebates/Incentives have been deducted from sale price/payment and are subject to change by manufac-
turer without notice. GM Employee discount required on the Silverado and Malibu leases. GM Supplier Discount of Supplier Discount
for Friends required on the Equinox lease. The Silverado and Malibu leases assume that you qualify for GM Lease Loyalty. To qualify for GM Lease Loyalty you must
have a GM Lease in the household excluding Cadillac. The Equinox lease assumes you have a 1999 or newer qualifying Competitive Vehicle in the household. All lease
payments are based on 10,000 miles per year. 1st payment, tax, title and plate fee due at signing on all leases unless otherwise noted. All deals expire 04/30/2018.
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1989

CONVENIENT HOURS: MON. & THURS. 8:30AM-9PM / TUES., WED. & FRI. 8:30AM-6:30PM /

Thank You for Making Buff Whelan
#1 in the Country for 2017

OVER 1,000
New Chevrolets

in Stock!

CALL
JEFF CAUL

586-274-0396

2018 CHEVY SILVERADO 4X4
ALL-STAR PKG • DBL CAB

$196+TAXWITH$0DOWN

WITH GM LEASE LOYALTY • NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED
Equiped with Power Locks, Power Windows, Power Mirrors, Keyless Entry, Remote Start,
My Link Radio, Back-Up Camera, Auto A/C, Bluetooth & More…

24 MTH LEASE
10,000 MILES

2018 MALIBU LT

36 MTH LEASE
10,000 MILES

2018 CHEVY EQUINOX 1LT

$166+TAXWITH$0DOWN

WITH COMPETITIVE VEHICLE IN THE HOUSEHOLD
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED
Equiped with 1.5L Turbo Engine, 7” touch screen radio, Onstar, Bluetooth, Keyless Entry
Back Up Camera, Alum. Wheels, Deep Tinted Glass & More…

24 MTH LEASE
10,000 MILES

$193+TAXWITH$0DOWN

COURTESY VEHICLEWITH APPROX. 2,500 MILES
WITH GM LEASE LOYALTY • NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED
Equiped with Power Locks, Power Windows, Power Mirrors, Keyless Entry, Back-Up Camera,
Touch Screen Radio, Bluetooth, OnStar & More…

#42333 #21552#44296

475 SUMMIT DRIVE • 248-292-2502 • 5825 HIGHLAND RD. (M59) • WATERFORD

CALL
BRUCE LITVIN
– 24/7 & 365 –

OVER 40 YEARS
OF QUALITY SERVICE

CELL # 1-586-405-5175
blitvin@lunghamer.com

1-888-665-5438

Please call with the vehicle you desire
and you will be delighted with the payment.

IIFF YYOOUU AARREE
PPLLAANNNNIINNGG

OONN

LLEEAASSIINNGG
TTHHIISS MMOONNTTHH
TTHHEE DDEEAALLSS

AARREE

FFAABBUULLOOUUSS
PPLLEEAASSEE

GGIIVVEE MMEE AA CCAALLLL

can raise the returns of under-
performing parts of our business
by making them more fit, we will.
If appropriate returns are not on
the horizon, we will shift that
capital to where we can play and
win.”

The accelerated 2020 targets
are enabled by $11.5 billion of
cost and efficiency opportunities
that span the entire company
and include engineering, market-
ing and sales, manufacturing, ma-
terial cost and IT, Carroll said. In
addition, Ford expects to im-
prove its capital efficiency. The
company had previously expect-
ed to spend about $34 billion in
capital from 2019 to 2022 and has
now cut that by $5 billion, to $29
billion over the same period.

“This quarter is in line with ex-
pectations and consistent with
our outlook for the full year, but
we know we can, and must, do
better,” said Bob Shanks, execu-
tive vice president and CFO.
“The entire team is focused on
improving the operational fitness
of our business, as well as meet-
ing and exceeding our accelerat-
ed 2020 target of 8 percent mar-
gin and ROIC in the high teens.”

Hackett also provided an up-
date to Ford’s strategic frame-
work, declaring that Ford will
create long term value by:

• Building a winning portfolio
and focusing on products and
markets where Ford can win. For
example, by 2020, almost 90 per-
cent of the Ford portfolio in
North America will be trucks,
utilities and commercial vehi-
cles. Given declining consumer
demand and product profitabili-
ty, the company will not invest in
next generations of traditional
Ford sedans for North America.

Over the next few years, the
Ford car portfolio in North Amer-
ica will transition to two vehicles
– the best-selling Mustang and
the new Focus Active crossover
coming out next year, Carroll
said. The company is also explor-
ing new “white space” vehicle sil-
houettes that combine the best
attributes of cars and utilities,
such as higher ride height, space
and versatility.

• Making a full commitment to
new propulsion choices, includ-
ing adding hybrid-electric power-
trains to high-volume, profitable
vehicles like the F-150, Mustang,
Explorer, Escape and Bronco.
The company’s battery electric
vehicle rollout starts in 2020 with
a performance utility, and it will
bring 16 battery-electric vehicles
to market by 2022.

• Revenue in the quarter rose
7 percent; net income and adjust-
ed EBIT solid; EPS and adjusted
EPS of $0.43, both up year over
year.

• Balance sheet remains
strong with total liquidity of
$38.6 billion.

• Fitness initiatives have iden-
tified an incremental $11.5 billion
of cost and efficiency opportuni-
ties, driving accelerated 2020 fi-
nancial targets.

• Now expect 8 percent ad-
justed EBIT margin by 2020, two
years earlier than previous tar-
get.

• Plan to reduce cumulative
capital spending by $5 billion
over 2019-2022 time frame.

• Build a viable and profitable
autonomous technology busi-
ness offering the most trusted
and human-centered ride-hailing
and goods delivery experience.

• Creating a mobility platform
and experience customers and
partners will embrace.

Ford Unveils Future Plans,
Cars Playing Smaller Role
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

General Motors released its
first-quarter 2018 results reflect-
ing profitability in all operating
segments and record earnings in
China and from GM Financial,
said GM spokesman Tom Hen-
derson.

Income from continuing opera-
tions was affected by a $0.9 bil-
lion special charge related to Ko-
rea restructuring. Income from
continuing operations and EBIT-
adjusted reflect the impact of
planned production downtime in
preparation for the company’s
all-new full-size Chevy Silverado
and GMC Sierra truck launches
later this year, Henderson said.

GM said earnings and revenue
fell because shipments to dealers
dropped as factories were closed
to retool for new full-size pickup
trucks. But sales from dealers to
buyers in the U.S., GM’s most
profitable market, rose 3.8 per-
cent driven by SUVs.

Deliveries of GM’s newest
crossovers in the U.S. and Chi-
na doubled in the first quarter
year over year, led by the
GMC Terrain, the Chevrolet
Traverse and Equinox and the
new Baojun 510 and 530, Hen-
derson said. To build on this
crossover success, Cadillac re-
vealed the first-ever XT4 in
March, beginning the expan-
sion of the brand’s successful
SUV lineup. In the U.S., the
XT4 can be pre-ordered now,
with the first deliveries expect-
ed this fall. Cadillac will intro-
duce, one new model every six
months through 2021.

In March, adding to the
strength of the GMC brand and
Denali lineup, GM revealed the
next-generation 2019 GMC Sierra
Denali and SLT, and the new Sier-
ra AT4 full-size pickups, which
will go on sale later this year
in North America, Henderson
said. The Sierra AT4 introduces
the all-terrain four-wheel drive

AT4 sub-brand, which will be
featured on every model in
GMC’s lineup in the next two
years.

GM China, with its JV part-
ners, plans to introduce 15 new
and refreshed models in
2018, sharpening its focus on
the strong SUV, MPV and
luxury vehicle segments, Hen-
derson said. About half of
these products will be SUVs
and MPVs. The first of the 15
models, the Baojun 530 com-
pact SUV, went on sale in March.

Henerson said that as expect-
ed, first-quarter free cash flow
was meaningfully below the first
quarter of 2017 primarily due to
planned, lower full-size truck
production, and incremental
capital spending to support
the launches of GM’s all-new
Chevrolet Silverado, GMC Sierra
and GEM platform. GM contin-
ues to expect its 2018 core
adjusted auto free cash flow to
be in line with 2017 results as
the company benefits from
strong EBIT-adjusted perform-
ance and favorable seasonal
cash flow factors later this year.

To continue to strengthen
core business performance and
address underperforming mar-
kets, GM has announced its de-
cision to cease production and
close the Gunsan Korea plant by
the end of May 2018. GM record-
ed a $942-million pre-tax charge,
considered special for EBIT-ad-
justed and EPS diluted-adjust-
ed, related to asset impairment
and termination benefits. The
charge included $464 million in
non-cash asset impairments.

After more than a year of
building test vehicles for devel-
opment of its self-driving
technology, GM announced it
will build production versions
of its Cruise AV at its Orion
Township assembly plant in
Michigan, Henderson said. Roof

modules for GM’s self-driving
vehicles will be assembled at its
Brownstown plant. Having all
AV capabilities under one roof
has allowed GM to continue
making significant progress on
its plans to achieve commercial-
ization at scale in a dense, urban
environment in 2019.

First-quarter 2018 highlights:
• EPS-diluted of $0.77 and

EPS-diluted-adjusted of $1.43;
• Revenue of $36.1 billion;
• GM North America EBIT-

adjusted of $2.2 billion and
margin of 8.0 percent;

• GM North America is on
track to sustain 10 percent
full-year margin;

• GM International EBIT-
adjusted of $0.2 billion,
includes record equity in-
come in China of $0.6 billion.

GM 1Q Profts Down, Rise Expected in 2Q

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) –
Profits have slipped at automak-
er Volkswagen in the first quar-
ter due to a change in account-
ing rules, but sales increased
and the company recorded no
significant additional losses from
its diesel emissions scandal.

Net profit fell 2 percent to 3.3
billion euros on sales that rose 4
percent to 58.2 billion euros. The
company said April 26 that oper-
ating profits, which exclude fi-
nancial items such as interest
and taxes, fell to 4.2 billion euros
from 4.4 billion euros – but
would have shown an increase
without the accounting changes,
which affect how financial deriv-
atives are valued.

CEO Herbert Diess says the
company is “in a robust posi-
tion”' with net cash of 24.3 bil-
lion in the automotive division.

Volkswagen Sees
Decline in

Company Profits
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SERVICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 6:30am-9:00pm; Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 6:30am-6:00pm • Shuttle at 6:30am - Pick-up Both Ways • All Day starting at 6:30am.

$2395
Fluid Level,

Brake & Alignment Check Included.

We use Genuine GM Oil & Filter
No additional or hidden charges. Out the door pricing.

Open Mondays & Thursdays until 8:30pm
Excludes synthetic, Diesel & Med. Duty Trucks.

Most GM cars & trucks. One coupon per customer.
Must present coupon with order. Plus tax. Expires 4-30-18.

Quick Oil Change EXPRESS LANE
LUBE OIL FILTER

Up to 5 qts.

BODY SHOP
586-754-7000

ext 1231

INSURANCE
WRECK AMENDED
TRANSPORTATION

AVAILABLE
During Scheduled Repairs

FREE OIL CHANGE With Each Major Repair
WE REPAIR ALL MAKE & MODELS

GM SERVICE CENTER
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST •SERVICE DEPT. •PARTS •BODY SHOP

866-452-1547
26125 Van Dyke @ 101/2 Mile • Center Line, MI 48015

EDRINKE • FAST • FRIENDLY • DISCOUNTS

VISIT OUR

QUICK LANE

See us for your GM Employee purchases. Now looking for experienced salespeople to join our team!

1-877-451-7707
26125 VAN DYKE AT 10 1/2 MILE ROAD

NODOC FEES
Find Us on
FACEBOOK

GM CARD TOP OFF UP TO $3,000 • NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY FOR OIL CHANGES

SHOWROOM HOURS: MON. & THURS. 8:30AM-9PM / TUES., WED. & FRI. 8:30AM-6PM /

All prices and payments include GM rebates. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Pricing subject to change per GM incentives. Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM employee discount (unless otherwise stated). 2018 Models are price and discounted at supplier unless otherwise stated. All leases are 10,000 miles per
year with approved S Tier credit. All Vehicles shown are $999 down unless otherwise stated. Disposition Fee may be required at vehicle turn in. Must have select conquest vehicle in household on certain models. Prices and payments are plus tax, title, plate, refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined
by lender. Purchase pricing is gm employee discount plus title, taxes and fees. Pricing is subject to bonus cash- while supplies last. **$3,500 trade in is valid on 2003 or newer vehicles w/ under 115k miles in drivable condition, no branded titles, reconditioning determined by appraiser. Certain restrictions may apply, see dealer for
complete details. Volt is a former courtesy vehicle** Exp date: 4/23/2018.

SHOWROOM HOURS:
MON. & THURS. 8:30AM-9PM

TUES., WED. & FRI. 8:30AM-6PM

VISIT OURWEBSITE: edrinke.com

ED RINKE

2018 BUICK CASCADA

LEASE FOR

$389*
MONTH

PURCHASE FOR

$29,649*

STOCK #B480133

NO
GM
EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED

PER 39MONTHS
$999DOWNN

PREMIUM
2018 BUICK ENCORE

LEASE FOR

$89*
MONTH

PURCHASE FOR

$17,579*

STOCK #B583160

NO GM
EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED

PER 24MONTHS
$999DOWN

PREFERRED
2018 BUICK ENVISION

LEASE FOR

$249*MONTH

PURCHASE FOR

$27,649*

STOCK #B582784

NO GM
EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED

PER 36MONTHS
$999DOWN

PREFERRED
2018 BUICK ENCLAVE

LEASE FOR

$389*
MONTH

PURCHASE FOR

$37,969*

STOCK #B580686

NO GM
EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED

PER 36MONTHS
$1,499DOWN

ESSENCE
2018 BUICK REGAL

LEASE FOR

$249*
MONTH

PURCHASE FOR

$23,389*

STOCK #B480143

NO GM
EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED

PER 36MONTHS
$1,499DOWN

PREFERRED SPORTBACK

ED RINKE

All prices and payments include GM rebates. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Pricing subject to change per GM incentives. Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM employee discount (unless otherwise stated). 2018 Models are price and discounted
at supplier unless otherwise stated. All leases are 10,000 miles per year with approved S Tier credit. All Vehicles shown are $999 down unless otherwise stated. Disposition Fee may be required at vehicle turn in. Must have select conquest vehicle in household on
certain models. Prices and payments are plus tax, title, plate, refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined by lender. Purchase pricing is gm employee discount plus title, taxes and fees. Pricing is subject to bonus cash- while
supplies last. **$3,500 trade in is valid on 2003 or newer vehicles w/ under 115k miles in drivable condition, no branded titles, reconditioning determined by appraiser. Certain restrictions may apply, see dealer for complete details. Volt is a former courtesy
vehicle** Volt is a former courtesy car. Exp date: 4/23/2018.

VISIT OURWEBSITE:
edrinke.com

2018 CHEVY MALIBU LT
NO GM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT REQUIRED

LEASE FOR

$149*PER MONTHOR PURCHASE FOR
$20,169*

24MONTHS
$999DOWN STOCK #480208

2018 CHEVY CRUZE LT
NO GM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT REQUIRED

LEASE FOR

$149*PER MONTH OR
PURCHASE FOR

$17,989*
24MONTHS

$999DOWN STOCK #480203

2018 CHEVY TRAX LS
NO GM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT REQUIRED

LEASE FOR

$99*PER MONTHOR PURCHASE FOR
$15,339*

24MONTHS
$999DOWN STOCK #583439

2018 CHEVY EQUINOX LT
NO GM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT REQUIRED

LEASE FOR

$99*PER MONTHOR PURCHASE FOR
$24,539*

24MONTHS
$999DOWN STOCK #580189

2018 CHEVY COLORADO
NOGM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT REQUIREDZ71 EXT CABLEASE FOR

$169*PER MONTHOR PURCHASE FOR
$32,329*

24MONTHS
$999DOWN STOCK #582821

WE’LL GIVE YOU A $3,500 MINIMUM FOR YOUR 2003 OR NEWER TRADE IN

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500 DENALI
CREW CAB

LEASE FOR

$369*MONTH

PURCHASE FOR
$43,899*
STOCK #G580965

NO GM
EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED

PER 36MONTHS
$999DOWN

2018 GMC CANYON SLE
EXT CAB

LEASE FOR

$199*MONTH

PURCHASE FOR
$31,269*
STOCK #G582849

NO GM
EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED

PER 24MONTHS
$999DOWN

2018 GMCTERRAIN SLT

LEASE FOR

$139*MONTH

PURCHASE FOR
$26,039*
STOCK #G82511

NO GM
EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED

PER 24MONTHS
$999DOWN

100
YEARS
IN BUSINESS

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500 DBL. CAB

LEASE FOR

$139*MONTH

PURCHASE FOR
$31,449*
STOCK #G582263

PER 24MONTHS
$999DOWN

2018 CHEVY SILVERADO
1500 LT DBL CABLEASE FOR

$99*PER MONTHOR
PURCHASE FOR

$30,309*
24MONTHS

$999DOWN STOCK #580771

2016 BUICK DEALER OF THE YEAR • 2016 BUICK DEALER OF THE YEAR • 2016 BUICK DEALER OF THE YEAR

2017 DEALER OF THE YEAR AWARDED BY GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION

2017 DEALER OF THE YEAR AWARDED BY GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION

2018 CHEVY CAMARO LT
NO GM EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT REQUIRED

LEASE FOR

$299*PER MONTHOR PURCHASE FOR
$24,749*

39MONTHS
$999DOWN STOCK #480066

2018 VOLT LT FORMER COURTESY VEHICLE
NO GMEMPLOYEE DISCOUNT REQUIRED

LEASE FOR

$199*PER MONTHOR PURCHASE FOR
$28,179*

39MONTHS
$999DOWN STOCK #480033

2018 GMCYUKON SLE

LEASE FOR

$349*MONTH

PURCHASE FOR
$48,659*
STOCK #G582764

NO GM
EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED

PER 36MONTHS
$1,499DOWN

ELEVATION EDITION

We’ll give you a $3,500 minimum for your 2003 or newer trade in. See us for your GM Employee purchases.

1-866-452-1300
26125 VAN DYKE AT 10 1/2 MILE ROAD

Now looking for experienced salespeople to join our team!
Paul

Makowski
pmakowski@edrinke.com

Art
Kurgin

akurgin@edrinke.com

Greg
DeGrandis

gdegrandis@edrinke.com

Nicole
Dodge

nhuminski@edrinke.com

Jim
Pfeifle

jpfeifle@edrinke.com

100
YEARS
IN BUSINESS
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