
by BRUCE SCHREINER
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BOWLING GREEN, Ky. (AP) –
The car-swallowing hole has
been fixed but not forgotten at
the National Corvette Museum in
Kentucky. Yellow tape now marks
the boundaries of the cavity that
became a sensation and put the
museum on the map. And instead
of a gaping sinkhole driving
tourism, now it’s the vintage
sports cars crunched by rocks
and dirt.
Work ended recently to fill in

the pit that consumed eight
prized sports cars in early 2014.
The repaired exhibit area has be-
come a magnet for visitors, and
the dirt-caked remains of the
mangled cars are the stars.
Where the 60-foot-long, 45-foot-

wide, 30-foot-deep sinkhole once
drew gasps from visitors, now it’s
the remains of the worst-dam-
aged cars that get astonished
looks.
“It’s just horrifying,’’ said

Corvette owner Doug Kidd, of
Canton, Ohio. “Nature’s a pretty
big thing to deal with. They look
like they went through a torna-
do.’’
Seven of the eight cars are

back on display in about the
same spot where they plunged to
fame. Five were too beaten up for
repairs. One is fixed, another will
return Sept. 3 after being re-
paired in Michigan and another
will be restored by the museum.
The eight cars carried a total val-
ue believed to exceed $1 million.
The museum’s Facebook fol-

lowers now exceed 200,000, com-
pared to about 50,000 before the
sinkhole opened. On social me-
dia, photos showcasing the dam-
aged cars outpace those of the
shiny, sleek models on display,

said museum spokeswoman
Katie Frassinelli.
“People just really enjoy hear-

ing the story and like seeing the
damage,’’ she said. “I guess it’s
the rubberneck effect. These
cars definitely appeal to a wider
audience.’’
In the gift shop, jars of sink-

hole dirt and rocks fetch $10
apiece. Nearly 2,400 jars had sold
through July. Wanda Cohen
of Roswell, Georgia, had just
posted a photo of a wrecked car
on her Facebook page.
“It’s like looking at the worst

wrecks you’ve ever seen,’’ Cohen
said.

Sink Hole Drew 250,000 Visitors to Corvette Museum
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Like a good neighbor, GM is
there. Over the past couple of
weeks the GM Foundation has
presented $100,000 in grant mon-
ey to local charities that operat-
ed near the company’s Orion As-
sembly, Pontiac Metal Center,
Pontiac Powertrain Headquar-
ters and Pontiac Customer Care
and Aftersales facitlities as well
as the Detroit-Hamtramck As-
sembly Plant.

On Aug. 14 during an open
house event at General Motors’
Pontiac Metal Center. GM Foun-
dation vice president Lori
Wingerter presented $50,000 in
grants on behalf of all of the local
GM facilities in and around Ponti-
ac.
“General Motors is committed

to supporting the communities
that our employees call home,”
said Wingerter. “This year, the

GM Foundation plans to provide
$2 million in funding to hundreds
of organizations across the coun-
try that provide critical re-
sources that families and neigh-
borhoods rely on every day.”
Money donated at this event

will help:
• Blessings in a Backpack –

Blessings in a Backpack provides

GM Foundation Aids Local Charities
Recipients of $50,000 in GM Foundation grants for area around Orion Assembly.

Where in North America can
you go from testing the 4x4 capa-
bilities of a 2015 Jeep Renegade
Trailhawk at minus 40 degrees
with snow whipping by at 100
mph, to baking a Renegade Limit-
ed just a few steps away at 130
degrees?
Answer: The Chrysler Technol-

ogy Center (CTC) at the Fiat
Chrysler headquarters in Auburn
Hills.
Fiat Chrysler is using its new

4x4 dynamometer at Chrsyler
Technology Center to bring an-

other industry-leading capability
in house.
The existing drive cell that

houses the new dyno can be
chilled to 40 below zero and cre-
ate wind speeds up to 100 mph,
said Fiat Chrysler spokesman
Berj Alexanian. Testing is done
in blizzard-like conditions to
evaluate, among other things,
how a vehicle performs when
dense snow clogs its air intakes.
The company has invested

FCA Testing Runs Hot ’n Cold
– Under One Climatic Roof

A vehicle getting the cold treatment at Chrysler CTC facility.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

One of eight Corvettes damages when a sink hole opened up at the National Corvette Museum last year.

Tourist at the Corvette Museum look down where the sink hole was.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

The new Ford F-150 earned
recognition as the winner of the
third annual Altair Enlighten
Award from Altair and the Center
for Automotive Research (CAR)
for the truck’s use of lightweight
materials to minimize weight.
The 2015 F-150 – with best-in-

class towing, payload and EPA-
estimated gasoline fuel economy
plus five-star top government
crash test ratings for every cab
configuration – is being recog-
nized for its total weight reduc-
tion of up to 700 pounds, said Al-
tair spokeswoman Jennifer Ko-
rail.
Ford’s entry, one of 17 nomina-

tions that competed for the
award, was selected as the win-
ner for taking 700 pounds off of
the Ford F-150 while improving
its performance, safety, and effi-
ciency, said Korail.
She said Ford engineers took a

holistic approach to weight re-
duction by incorporating ad-
vanced materials into the entire
design of the vehicle, including
the frame, body, powertrain, bat-
tery and interior features such
as the seats. The weight savings
help the truck tow more, haul
more, accelerate quicker and
stop shorter, and it contributes
to fuel efficiency.
“As America’s truck leader,

Ford is honored to be named the
2015 Altair Enlighten Award win-
ner for the all-new Ford F-150,”
said Raj Nair, group vice presi-
dent, Global Product Develop-
ment and chief technical officer,
Ford Motor Company. “This
award is recognition of our out-
standing team members, who set

The 2015 F-150
Honored For Its
Weight Losses
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SAN FRANCISCO (AP) – Adding
fuel to rumors that Apple is
working on designs for a car, lo-
cal officials say engineers for the
giant tech company recently
made inquiries about a former
navy base that’s been converted
into a testing ground for self-dri-
ving cars.
Apple, which is best known for

making iPhones and Mac com-
puters, hasn’t said what kind of
testing it hoped to conduct at the
GoMentum Station automotive
testing facility, which used to be
a naval station in the San Francis-
co Bay Area city of Concord.
“We don’t know. They haven’t

said what they want to test. It
could be an iPhone,’’ joked Jack
Hall, program manager for con-
nected vehicles and autonomous
vehicles at GoMentum Station,
which is operated by the Contra
Costa Transportation Authority.
The agency is promoting a por-
tion of the former Concord Naval
Weapons Station as an ideal test-
ing facility for carmakers and
tech companies working on auto-
motive technology.
“It’s got all the infrastructure

of a city,’’ Hall said of the facility.
“There are buildings, streets and
intersections, but no people.’’
The 5,000-acre site has 20

miles of paved roads, including
overpasses, tunnels and railroad
crossings, according to the
agency’s website, which calls it
“the largest secure test facility in
the world.’’ Another 7,600 acres

of the former navy base is now
used as a shipping terminal by
the U.S. Army.
GoMentum Station already has

an agreement with Honda, which
plans to test automated vehicle
systems there. Hall said his
agency hopes to partner with
other companies for testing self-
driving cars and “connected ve-

hicles’’ – cars that use the Inter-
net and local networks to ex-
change a variety of information
with other devices and vehicles.
Apple has “shown interest’’ in

the facility but has not reached
any agreement for testing there,
Hall said. Company representa-
tives have not actually visited
yet, he said.
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Runners and walkers from all
over the Detroit area will be tak-
ing over the vehicle test track at
Fiat Chrysler’s Auburn Hills
headquarters for the first ever
“Taking Strides for Healthy
Minds 5K Walk/Run” to benefit
the Ruth Ellis Center (REC) on
Saturday, Aug. 29, at 9 a.m.
The Ruth Ellis Center provides

short and long-term residential
safe space and support services
for runaway, homeless and at-
risk lesbian, gay, bi-attractional,
transgender and questioning
(LGBTQ) youth, said Fiat
Chrysler spokeswoman Alexan-
dria Shesterkin.
Proceeds from the run will

benefit REC’s mental health serv-
ices, operations and Family
Preservation and Acceptance
program, Shesterkin said. Regis-
tration in $40 per participant
and free for children age 12 and
under and includes a T-shirt and
race time.
It is estimated that up to 40

percent of all runaway and
homeless youth in the U.S. iden-
tify as LGBTQ, Shesterkin said.
Disproportionately affected,
most often due to family rejec-
tion, these youth are at much
greater risk of suicide, depres-
sion, substance abuse and HIV
infection. This alarming statistic
is the impetus behind “Taking
Strides for Healthy Minds 5K
Walk/Run.”
“We are incredibly proud to

partner with FCA US on such an
important cause,” said Mark Er-
win-McCormick, director of De-
velopment at the Ruth Ellis Cen-
ter. “We know that family rejec-
tion due to a child's sexual orien-
tation, gender identity or gender
expression puts young people at
far greater risk of suicide, de-
pression and substance abuse.
Taking Strides for Healthy Minds
is an opportunity to not only
raise awareness, but also critical
funding to support programs
and services tailored to help
families struggling with their
child's identity.”
Fiat Chrysler has been a long-

standing supporter of the
LGBTQ community and issues,
Shesterkin said. The company
was a leader among U.S. employ-
ers in providing domestic part-
ner benefits to its employees in
2000 and has achieved a perfect
score of 100 percent on the Hu-
man Rights Campaign's (HRC)
Corporate Equality Index nine
times.
The company has also sup-

ported REC through its employ-
ee resource group, the Gay and
Lesbian Alliance (GALA). It is
one of six Employee Resource
Groups at FCA that promote di-
versity and inclusion inside the
company and in the community.
“FCA US is honored to host the

Taking Strides for Healthy Minds
5K in our own backyard, to show
our support for the Ruth Ellis
Center and bring attention to the
crucial work they do for the
LGBT community,” said Gregory
Hawkins, an engineer at the com-
pany who serves as president of
GALA.

FCA Sponsors
Run to Help Out
LGBTQ Youths

$2.5million to upgrade the existing
climatic test cell, Alexanian said.
The upgraded drive cell con-

sists of a new front dyno that can
handle loads of up to 350 horse-
power with a rear dyno operating
up to 650 horsepower.
The cell also received a signifi-

cant upgrade in ductwork and ex-
haust capabilities to accommo-
date high-output engines such as
the 2016 Ram 2500’s 6.7-liter Cum-
mins High-Output Turbo Diesel
with 900 lb.-ft. of torque.
“Our world-class environmen-

tal test center provides dynamic

and static testing conditions to
simulate the climatic environ-
ments that are experienced by
our customers around the
world,” said John Nigro, vice
president of Product Develop-
ment, FCA-North America.
“With more 4x4 and all-wheel-

drive (AWD) vehicles in our fleet
than ever, this investment will go
a long way to providing the
durable cars and trucks our cus-
tomers expect from us.”
FCA’s Climatic Test Facilities

are used to simulate and control
environmental conditions, Nigro
said.
The climatic cells are capable

of simulating the most frigid con-
ditions in mid-winter to the ex-
treme heat of the Gulf Coast
countries.
Development in climatic cham-

bers allows Fiat Chrysler to de-
sign and develop products to
survive the harshest environ-
ments, Nigro said.
The extremeclimate test is oneof

thousandsperformed daily at CTC.
It is the auto industry’s only

headquarters building where a
vehicle design can go from a nap-
kin sketch to production proto-
type to advertising campaign –
and everything in between – un-
der one roof, said Nigro.

CTC’s 5.4 million square feet of
floor space makes it the largest
headquarters of any kind in
North America, except for the
Pentagon.
Among its features:
• The aerodynamics testing

facility generates the highest
wind speeds (160+ mph) of any
domestic OEM’s wind tunnel.
• Its 129 dynamometer cells

run 24 hours a day, seven days a
week.
• The facility has been run-

ning 24/7 since it opened in 1991.
• CTC’s current employment

numbers (14,000+) represent its
historic peak.

FCA Testing Runs Hot ’n Cold Under One Climatic Roof
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Apple Showing Interest in Using a Vehicle Testing Site

http://www.detroitautoscene.com
mailto:info@detroitautoscene.com


elementary schoolchildren who
are on the federal Free and Re-
duced Price Meal Program with a
backpack of food to take home
for 38 weekends during the
school year. Backpack food in-
cludes easy-to-prepare, ready-to-
eat foods, like granola bars, juice
boxes, mac and cheese, and oat-
meal.
• Clinton River Watershed

Council – The Clinton River Wa-
tershed Council (CRWC) is a non-
profit organization dedicated to
protecting, enhancing and cele-
brating the Clinton River, its wa-
tershed and Lake St. Clair.
• Oakland Living Human Service
Agency – OLHSA is the largest
private nonprofit agency deliver-
ing human services to Oakland
and Livingston Counties.
• Boys & Girls Club of South-

eastern Michigan – This group
provides high quality youth de-
velopment programs for children
ages 6-18 in the community.
• Child Abuse & Neglect Coun-

cil of Oakland County – Whether
it’s at CARE House, inside the
home of a vulnerable family, in a
courtroom, at a school or anoth-
er of its many community part-
ners, CARE House provides a
continuum of quality care for
children and families.
• Winning Futures – Each year,

Winning Futures impacts 1,400
students through its programs.
The goal is for students to create
a positive relationship with an

adult mentor, and learn skills
that will last a lifetime.
• Oakland Family Services –

Oakland Family Services pro-
vides confidential services that
help children and adults to set
goals, explore alternatives and to
resolve even the most difficult
crises.
• Pontiac Center for Success :

The Center for Success – Pontiac
is focused on establishing rela-
tionships with children through-
out Pontiac to empower them to
become all they can be. They fo-
cus on homework help, tutoring
and after school programs.
On Aug. 19, the GM Foundation

presented, at the Detroit-Ham-
tramck Assembly and Brown-
stone Battery Plant facilities,
eight grants totaling $50,000 to
local neighborhood organiza-
tions that are working to make
Detroit a better place.
Through the GM Foundation’s

Plant City Grants program, said
plant spokeswoman Courtney
Zemke, funds will support the fol-
lowing organizations and com-
munity programs:
• Alkebulan Village – The or-

ganization was founded in 1978
with the original purpose of
teaching the martial arts, Zemke
said. But since then, it’s expand-
ed to include youth and adult
sports, the visual and performing
arts as well as homework assis-
tance and tutoring, community
service and youth entrepreneur-
ship training.
• Blessings in a Backpack.

• Detroit Impact – Detroit Im-
pact is a youth center estab-
lished to work with youth in the
Detroit community to teach,
mentor, guide, motivate and en-
courage.
• Dream Chasers – This orga-

nization’s purpose, Zemke said,
is to improve lives by helping es-
tablish quality relationships be-
tween youth and adult volun-
teers for the purpose of promot-
ing stability, support, friendship
and community.
• Green Living Science – The

mission of Green Living Science
(GLS) is to transform Detroit by
teaching recycling, Zemke said. It
builds awareness of and passion
for the environment through edu-
cation and service.
• Neighborhood Service Or-

ganization – It is a nonprofit hu-
man services agency serving the
city’s most vulnerable neighbors,
Zemke said. NSO has been sup-
porting the community for 60
years with innovative services.
Some of its services are location-
based, serving neighbors who
come to us for help.
• Southwest Solutions – It is

nationally recognized as a model
of community building, Zemke
said.

• Winning Futures – It is a non-
profit organization that offers
school-based mentoring pro-

grams and workshops for middle
school and high school students
in Southeast Michigan.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cheryl Allen (r), Southwest Solutions, gets check from Vivian Pickard.

GM Foundation Aids Local Charities



For museum officials, the trick
is to keep the site’s popularity
from going in reverse now that
visitors can’t gawk at the sink-
hole. The museum cashed in on
the giant chasm with record at-
tendance and revenue in 2014.

Last year, the museum just off
the interstate drew 251,258 visi-
tors, easily topping the 150, 462
visitors in 2013. The museum’s
prior record attendance was
200,900 in 1999. Through last
month, attendance for 2015 was
off just 2.5 percent compared to
the first seven months of 2014,
the museum said.

“We just want to try to do our
best to make sure the decrease is
as little as possible,’’ Museum ex-
ecutive director Wendell Strode

said.
Maintaining that momentum

will be challenging, said Jason
Swanson, a University of Ken-
tucky assistant professor in hos-
pitality management and
tourism. Even if the sinkhole had
been left open, the publicity that
helped spark the attendance
bump would have eventually
waned, he said.

“The museum is better off
since more people now know of
the museum because of the sink-
hole’s publicity,’’ Swanson said.
“However, 10 years down the
road, 2014 and 2015 will likely be
seen as an anomaly.’’

The museum is doing its part
to keep the sinkhole etched as a
curiosity.

A temporary exhibit shows the
now-famous security camera

footage of the floor’s collapse
and cars toppling like toys into
the pit. That footage has been
viewed about 8.5 million times on
YouTube, the museum said. The
hole opened up when the muse-
um was closed, and no one was
injured.

There’s also video of the dam-
aged Corvettes being pulled from
the hole. Also featured are con-
dolence cards to the museum.
One card-sender wrote of being
“devastated to hear of your
loss.’’

A new sinkhole-themed exhibit
is scheduled to open this fall.

Kidd said he wished at least
part of the sinkhole had gone un-

plugged. It was an option dis-
cussed by museum leaders be-
fore they opted to fill it in.

“It’s human nature to come
and see,’’ Kidd said.

Terry Jorgensen of Deland,
Florida, said it would have been
impractical to keep the hole

open. Getting to see the
crunched cars was more than
enough, he said.

Repairs began last fall and cost
about $5 million, Frassinelli said.
Insurance covered all but the mu-
seum’s deductible. Donations
picked up the deductible.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PAGE 4 AUGUST 24, 2015DETROIT AUTO SCENE

As Labor Day Weekend ap-
proaches, that means one thing –
getting ready for the Ford Arts,
Beats & Eats festival.

The event is celebrating its
18th year, said spokesman Jeff
Corey. It is returning to the
streets of Royal Oak from Sept. 4-
7.

Officially called the Ford Arts,
Beats & Eats presented by Soar-
ing Eagle Casino & Resort, Corey
said that it will entertain thou-
sands of visitors from across the
region with its outstanding music
line-up, arts programming, var-
ied selection of food.

And, Corey said, this year
there are a number of new attrac-
tions. Ford Arts, Beats & Eats has
also assembled some of the
country’s best musical acts and a
lineup of local acts to the area
that will perform on nine music
stages, with more than 200 na-
tional and local bands on the fes-
tival bill.

Among the national recording
artists to perform on the Michi-
gan Lottery National Stage in-
cludes country star Kip Moore,
emerging alternative rock bands
Neon Trees and Young the Giant,
as well as renowned rock groups
Cheap Trick and The Guess Who,
and legendary hip-hop act Salt-N-
Pepa.

Highlighting the local band
lineup are Stewart Francke, Big
Pappa & The Machine, Sean
Forbes, Lori Flynn, Kaleido and
Your Generation in Concert fea-
turing Fifty Amp Fuse on the
Michigan Lottery National Stage;
Paul Lamb and the Detroit Break-
down, Orbitsuns, Rio and the
Rockabilly Revival, and Cold
Tone Harvest.

With more than 50 Metro De-
troit area restaurants to choose
from, Corey said Ford Arts, Beats
& Eats will offer a full “palate” of
healthy and delicious edible op-
tions, Corey said. The lineup in-
cludes some new eclectic fa-
vorites including Café Muse,
KouZina, and Salad Sensations at
Somerset Collection.

Other restaurants scheduled
to participate offer something for
every taste, include bozii, Gau-
cho Brazilian Steakhouse, Peking
House, and cool ice cream treats
from Eskimo Jack’s and newcom-
er Treat Dreams of Ferndale.

Corey said the Juried Fine Art
Show again will be a highlight of
the festival, with top artists from
across the continent vying for
cash awards totaling $7,500. It
will showcase original art in a va-
riety of media, including ceram-
ics, digital art, drawing,
fabric/fiber/leather, glass, graph-
ics/printmaking, jewelry, metal,
mixed media 2D, mixed media
3D, painting, photography, sculp-
ture, and wood. Artists will
come from all over North Ameri-
ca, including Canada and Mexico,
to display, share and sell their
work. Festival patrons have the
opportunity to explore the works
of more than 135 artists.

The Children’s Hospital of
Michigan, part of the Detroit
Medical Center (DMC), is proud
to return as presenting sponsor
of the Kids Zone. Guaranteed to
attract youngsters with fun, in-
teractive programming through-
out the four days of the festival,
activities in the Kids Zone begin
at 11 a.m. each day.

Youngsters will have an oppor-
tunity to get “physical” with two
new programs taking place on
the on the Oakland County Kids
Stage. Children's Hospital of
Michigan Kids' Rock Out Street
Team will get things moving on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday
from Noon - 3 p.m. with free in-
teractive entertainment that will
include hit music, games, and
prizes for the entire family, Corey
said.

Total Health Care Fun Fit Kids
by Life Time Fitness features a
combination of fun and fitness
with top instructors from Life
Time Fitness who have modified
their unique cross training pro-
gram, C9, with an array of activi-
ties for kids. Activities include
push-ups, squats, plank holds,

jumping jacks, windmills, reverse
lunges, crunches and cross ski
jumps. The modified version will
challenge kids as they work their
upper and lower bodies followed
by a cardio burst and a cool
down/stretch period. All partici-
pants will receive complimentary
water from Aquafina.

On Saturday morning, Sept. 5,
Corey said the streets of Royal
Oak will be filled with hundreds
of runners for the Priority Health
Move to the Beats 5K/10K
Walk/Run Presented by Life Time
Fitness. The run will again bene-
fit non-profits Rock CF and the
Life Time Foundation. Registra-
tion information is available at
www.artsbeatseats.com/priority-
health-5k-10k/. In addition to get-
ting a little exercise and helping a
good cause, registrants receive
freebies including a Tech Shirt
and two free admissions to the
festival.

Also returning this year is the
Priority Health Zumbathon Cele-
bration which will transform the
Michigan State Lottery Stage into
a red-hot, exhilarating dance fit-
ness explosion on Saturday, Sep-
tember 5 from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Advance registration is $7 and
day-of registration is $10. For
more information, please visit
www.artsbeatseats.com/priority-
health-zumbathon.

Priority Health will also bring
back its Healthy Options for the
2015 festival. Just look for the
Healthy Options logo on each
food vendor sign for healthy
items that are on the menus of lo-
cal restaurants and eateries par-
ticipating in Ford Arts, Beats &
Eats. Confirmed restaurant par-
ticipants include Mr. B’s, Café
Muse and Monty’s Beef.

Corey said attendees will want
to stop by the many interactive
Ford display areas throughout
the festival see the latest Ford ve-
hicles in all categories and sizes,
while learning about the about
new technology, and even having
an opportunity to test drive an
all-new Ford vehicle.

Ford Arts, Beats and Eats Set for Sept. 4-7

Work began immediately to fill the sink hole and repair the damage it caused at the Corvette museum.

Museum staff demonstrate just how deep the sink hole went.

Disaster Brings People to ’Vette Museum

It should be a peach of Labor
Day weekend thanks to the
Romeo Lions Club of Romeo.

The annual Romeo Peach Fes-
tival, sponsored by the club, be-
gins the Thursday (Sept. 3) be-
fore Labor Day and runs through
the holiday weekend, ending
with the Floral Parade on Mon-
day, Sept. 7, at 1:30 p.m. in down-
town Romeo.

The festival kicks off on Sept. 3
with a 5K and 10K run beginning
at 6:45 p.m. There will also be
carnival rides, starting at 4 p.m..
The Bears Around the World
booth is open from 6 p.m. to mid-
night and the there will be DJ mu-
sic.

On Friday, Sept. 4, the Croswell
Official Craft Show and Business
Expo runs from 3 - 8 p.m. The
rides are open from 4 - 11 p.m.
and the Beers Around the World
booth is open from 6 p.m. - 1 a.m.

On Saturday, Sept. 5, the
Croswell Official Craft Show and

Business Expo opens at 10 a.m.
and runs through to 5 p.m. There
will be a two-hour red wine class
($35) and the rides start at noon
and run to 11 p.m. The Beers
Around the World booth opens
at noon and goes to 1 a.m. The
band Planet of Fun performs
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.

On Sunday, Sept. 6, the annual
Night Parade & Bed Race starts
at 7 p.m. Participants are asked
to check in by 6:30 p.m.

This is followed by the Mum-
mer’s Parade, which is held on
Main Street beginning at 9 p.m.

Other activities include the
Children’s Parade, which starts
at 10 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 7.
This is followed by the Floral pa-
rade.

The Beers Around the World
booth opens at noon and closes
at midnight. Rides begin at noon
and close at 10 p.m.

To learn more about the event,
go to michigianpeachfest.com.

The Romeo Peach Festival
Promises Fun for Everyone

The 2015 Detroit Jazz Festival’s
lineup includes a diverse array of
headlining acts for the 36th an-
nual Labor Day Weekend festival,
taking place Sept. 4-7.

“Detroit is a place filled with
soul, culture and creativity, and
we have a great legacy of jazz
here. Our Festival – the world’s
largest free jazz festival – truly
showcases what makes our city
special,” said Gretchen Valade,
chair of the Detroit Jazz Festival
Foundation board of directors.
“Being part of the Festival since
its inception, it has been reward-
ing to watch it grow and become
an event that is woven into the
fabric of the Detroit and Jazz
communities.”

This year’s 2015 Artist-in-
Residence Pat Metheny, present-
ed by Absopure, who will grace
all four stages throughout the
weekend with sets including:

• Pat Metheny Trio with Anto-
nio Sanchez, Scott Colley & spe-
cial guest Kenny Garrett.

• Monty Alexander: Harlem-
Kingston Express.

• Brian Blade & The Fellow-
ship Band.

• Richard Bona: Mandekan
Cubano.

• Joanne Brackeen Quartet.
• Will Calhoun Quartet w/Greg

Osby.
• Anat Cohen Celebrando

Brasil: From Rio to Minas.
• Ron Carter Trio.

Detroit Jazz Festival’s Here
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DETROIT (AP) – A Chevrolet
Camaro used in promotions for
pizza chain Papa John’s was
found Monday after being among
three vehicles stolen from
around a Detroit-area event
showcasing classic cars, police
said.

The car turned up on Detroit’s
west side after a truck that was
hauling the car and a trailer for it
were recovered Sunday, Detroit
police Officer Shanelle Williams
said. The car was spotted in the
driveway of a vacant home.

Ernest Webster, 48, arrived to
mow a nearby area on Monday
morning when he recognized the
vehicle from a TV report and
called 911. Police arrived and
found paperwork in the car, the
Detroit Free Press reported.

“I said, `Man, that looks like
that Papa John’s car,’’’ Webster
told the newspaper. “I looked in-
side and it was really clean. I
called my brother-in-law, who is
a cop, and he told me to call
911.’’

“We believe the pressure of
the media forced them to dump
the vehicle,’’ Sgt. Jonathan Par-
nell of the Detroit Police Depart-
ment’s commercial auto theft
unit told The Detroit News.

The car is a replica of the 1971
Camaro Z28 owned by the
Louisville, Kentucky-based com-
pany. It was reported missing
Sunday morning from Detroit.
The car was displayed for the
Woodward Dream Cruise on Sat-
urday in suburban Detroit, Papa
John’s spokesman Bob Kraut
said.

Papa John’s founder John
Schnatter sold the original gold-
and-black car decades ago to
help his father’s tavern in Indi-
ana, leading to the start of what
would become Papa John’s.

Schnatter received $2,800 for
the original Camaro. He used the
money to save the family busi-
ness and launch Papa John’s.

Meanwhile, two other vehicles
were reported stolen, including a
red 1966 Chevrolet Corvette that
was taken from Birmingham. A
1966 Chevy Chevelle also was re-
ported stolen and a pickup used
to haul it was found in Detroit,
authorities said.

Lost Papa John’s
Chevrolet Found

After Cruise

Women tend to believe in the
technology and safety potential
of connected vehicles and au-
tonomous driving much more so
than men, according to the annu-
al Jabian Automotive Industry
Survey.

A blind survey of 1,045 North
American drivers identifies pref-
erences for vehicle technology
and automotive services. It also
sheds some light on the future of
automotive services and car buy-
ing, said Jabian spokesman
Robert Amberg. Complete find-
ings from the Jabian Automotive
Industry Survey, which was field-
ed in July and August 2015, are
available for free download at
www.jabian.com/automotive

Men and women tend to have
similar decision criteria when it
comes to selecting an automotive
service provider. More than half
of respondents said they consult
with a friend or family member
for referrals. Yet when it comes to
the automotive service itself,
most women (44 percent) take
their vehicles in to a dealership,
followed by a private mechanic
(37 percent) or a nationally
branded repair shop (17 percent).
However, when asked about who
they trust, 50 percent of women
said a private mechanic, with
dealerships at 40 percent.

Women Get New
Automotive Tech
Better Than Men
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Correcting Your Smile
Has Finally

Become Affordable!
Call Today…

• Comprehensive Dentistry
• Care for Adults & Children

• Dental Implants
• Smile Makeovers

Invisalign
As Low As

$$114433
Per Month

Call for Details. Expires 9-1-15

$$110000 OOFFFF
TREATMENT PLAN

OVER $500
For New Patients Only.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Call for Details. Expires 9-1-15

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Low As

$$110000
Per Month

MADISON HEIGHTS
255 W. 13 Mile Rd.

Madison Heights, MI 48071
(248) 583-9888

WARREN
13403 E 13 Mile Rd
Warren, MI 48088
(586) 979-2800 

ST. CLAIR SHORES
22646 Nine Mile Road

St. Clair Shores, MI 48080
(586) 778-4151 

SHELBY TOWNSHIP
45720 Schoenherr Rd.

Shelby Township, MI 48315
(586) 566-1600

TROY
111 East Long Lake Road

Troy, MI 48085
(248) 879-2300 

WESTLAND
37380 Glenwood Road
Westland, MI 48186
(734) 722-5130 

Visit our website redwooddental.com

– One Office For All Your Dental Needs! –

Redwood
Dental
Group

Redwood Dental
Offers Special Plans for 
Uninsured Patients!

Jeff Caul
586-274-0396
PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL:
JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

buff whelan chevrolet
WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!

Van Dyke • South of 18 Mile • Sterling Heights

☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!

☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!
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*See dealer for details. All Rebates/Incentives have been deducted from sale price/payment and are subject to change by manufacturer
without notice. GM Employee discount required unless otherwise noted. All leases include GM Lease Loyalty or Lease Conquest. To
qualify for Lease Conquest you must have a NON-GM Lease in the household that terminates within 365 days. All lease payments are based
on 10,000 miles per year. 1st payment, tax,title and plate fee due at signing on all leases. All programs expires 08/31/2015

CONVENIENT HOURS:
Mon. & Thurs.

8:30 am – 9 pm
Tues., Wed., Fri.

8:30 am – 6:30 pm

��

VA
N
DY

KE
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METRO PKWY.

18 MILE RD.

SINCE
1989

Stk.# 53376

2015 EQUINOX 1LT

7” Touch Screen, OnStar/XM Satellite Radio
MYLink Touch Screen Radio, Remote Keyless Entry

Rear Vision Camera, Alum. Wheels & More…
24 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

$0 Down w/Lease Conquest
OR $999 Down w/Lease Loyalty

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED

OVER 1,000
New Chevrolets in Stock!

WE GUARANTEE THEWE GUARANTEE THE
LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREELOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREE☺☺

586-274-0396

buff whelan
chevrolet

THANKS for making

#1 in the COUNTRY
for June

$118*WAS $27,045
SALE PRICE
$19,990*

0%APRFOR72MO

MO

Stk.# 54480

2015 TRAVERSE 1LT

Style & Technoloty Pkg, 20” Alum. Wheels
7 Passenger Seating, Heated Front Seats

Remote Start & More…

24 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

w/Lease Conquest OR Lease Loyalty
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED

$218*WAS $36,315
SALE PRICE

$28,250*

0%APRFOR72MO

MO

Stk.# 54646

2015 SILVERADOLT

ALL STAR EDITION, Power Window & Locks
7” Touch Screen Radio, Trailer Tow, Remote Start

Alum. Wheels, Back Up Camera & More…
24 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

w/Lease Conquest OR Lease Loyalty
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED

WAS $41,150
SALE PRICE

$31,490*

0%APRFOR72MO

MO

4X4

$138*
$999 Down

$178*
$0Down

MO

2015 Ford F-150

out to build the best truck ever
for our customers.”
High-strength, military-grade,

aluminum alloys were used
throughout the F-150 for the first
time, saving approximately 400
pounds from the vehicle’s body,
Nair said. Ford’s engineering, re-
search and manufacturing teams
overcame the challenge of shift-
ing from the traditional steel
body to the advanced aluminum
production. This is a noteworthy
example of taking aluminum to a
high volume application.
Starting with the signature ful-

ly boxed frame, Ford engineers
increased the use of high-
strength 70,000-psi steel – from
23 percent to 77 percent of the
frame – to improve stiffness and
durability while reducing weight,
Nair said. The new frame is up to
60 pounds lighter than the cur-
rent frame. High-strength, alu-
minum alloys, already used in
aerospace, commercial trans-
portation, energy and many oth-
er rugged industries, are used
throughout the F-150 body for
the first time, improving dent
and ding resistance, and also
saving weight.
“We are excited to present

Ford with the 2015 Altair Enlight-
en Award,” said Dave Mason,
Vice President of Global Automo-
tive at Altair. “The judges recog-
nized Ford’s best-in-class innova-
tion with the company’s ap-
proach to weight reduction by in-
corporating advanced materials
and design technologies for the
F-150.”
The Altair Enlighten Awards

highlight industry examples fo-

cused on minimizing the weight
of products through innovative
design techniques, materials
technology and manufacturing
processes, Korail said. It also
looks at products that improve
industry best practices to re-
spond to the challenges of mass
management and meeting fuel
economy targets, and addressing
increasing vehicle safety require-
ments.
This year’s first runner-up, Ko-

rail said, is General Motors, who
developed and used innovative
computer-aided engineering
(CAE) methods to achieve a 163
pounds weight reduction on the
Alpha architecture of the 2012
Cadillac ATS/CTS. Immersive lat-
tice topology optimization,
strategic structural bulkhead
placement, and multi-discipli-
nary loadcase optimization, were
used, along with expert interpre-
tation of the results, to lead the
design of the architecture struc-
ture.
The Alpha architecture’s deliv-

ers mass efficiency, stiffness,
safety, structural feel, and has
improved fuel economy without
degrading on-road performance
characteristics.
Second runner-up was award-

ed to Faurecia together with Au-
tomotive Performance Materials
(APM). The NAFILean (Natural
Fibers for Lean Injection Design)
solution brought sustainable de-
sign to instrument panels, center
consoles and door panels of the
2013 Peugeot 308 by integrating
a natural, hemp-based fiber with
polypropylene, which allows for
complex shapes and architec-
tures along with a weight savings
of 20-25 percent.

F-150 Looses 700 lbs, Takes
Home Altair Enlighten Award
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BLM Group USA of Wixom, a
global manufacturer of tube pro-
cessing equipment, has appoint-
ed of Jeff Ahrstrom as president
and chief operating officer.
The announcement was made

by Jim Rutt, retiring president
and chief operating officer on
Aug. 6, said BLM spokesman Ed
Szykula.
“The appointment of a new

president and COO was part of
our overall corporate organiza-
tional plan established in July
2014,” Rutt said. “The announce-
ment of Jeff fulfills one area of
that plan. Jeff will be a valuable
asset to our organization and
more particularly a valuable as-
set to our customers.”
“BLM GROUP USA is a leader

in its field and I welcome the op-
portunity to take the company
forward and continue the growth
realized under Jim’s tutelage,”
Ahrstrom said.
Ahrstrom comes to BLM

Group USA with over 30 years ex-
perience in positions of within
the machine tool industry, Szyku-
la said. He was most recently
Managing Director, Central Re-
gion with Ellison Technologies.
Prior to that he held a variety of
positions with Fives Machining

Systems. Ahrstrom has a BS in
Business Administration, an
MBA and shortly will achieve a
Doctorate in Business Adminis-
tration.
Szykula said that BLM Group is

a global leader in tube process-
ing solutions. Its product line in-
cludes laser tube cutting, cold
sawing, tube bending, end-form-
ing and wire bending machines.
With more than 50 years of tube
experience and thousands of ap-
plications, the company is a
leader in the manufacture of tube
fabrication equipment.

BLM Group Names President

Jeff Ahrstrom
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BRAKE SPECIAL

$19995
Most F.W.D. U.S. Cars • In-store offer ends 8-31-15

Check Our Price on
Tune Ups, Water Pumps,

Heater Cores & Other Repairs

DELUXE OIL
CHANGE
SPECIAL

Up To 5 Qts. Of
Oil Lube & Filter

•
No Disposal Fee

Includes topping off fluids

8-31-15

MMMMAAAAKKKKEEEE UUUUSSSS YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR FFFFIIII RRRRSSSSTTTT CCCCHHHHOOOOIIIICCCCEEEE

WARREN • 586-757-7203

$2336

MUFFLER & BRAKE SERVICE
23252 VAN DYKE
3 Blocks North of 9 Mile

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5pm; Sat.-Closed

Most FWD Cars  

• Front Metallic Disc Brake Pads

• 2 New Front Rotors

• Labor Included

MMUUFFFFLLEERR,, EEXXTTEENNSSIIOONN PPIIPPEE && TTAAIILL PPIIPPEE

10%Off
In-store offer ends 8-31-15 2015 CTS 2.0L TURBO

STANDARD COLLECTION

29 AVAILABLE

2015 ATS 2.0L TURBO AWD
SEDAN - STANDARD COLLECTION

29 AVAILABLE

2015 SRX FWD
STANDARD COLLECTION

72 AVAILABLE

$279EMPLOYEE
PRICE
39 MONTH/10K PER YEAR

$389EMPLOYEE
PRICE
36 MONTH/10K PER YEAR

$299EMPLOYEE
PRICE
24 MONTH/10K PER YEAR

2015 XTS FWD
STANDARD COLLECTION

16 AVAILABLE

$409EMPLOYEE
PRICE
36 MONTH/10K PER YEAR

2015 ATS 2.0L TURBO AWD
COUPE – STANDARD COLLECTION

$309EMPLOYEE
PRICE
39 MONTH/10K PER YEAR

4 AVAILABLE

100%CustomerSatisfactionGuarantee
OPEN SATURDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM

Complimentary Pickup and Delivery!

Visit our website: www.PrestigeCadillac.com for all our specials
* Tax, title, license and dealer fees extra. No security deposit required. 30,000 miles with approved lease. Mileage charge of $.25 per mile over 30,000 miles.
Lessee pays for excess wear and tear charges. All applicable rebates to dealer. Photo may not represent actual vehicle. ATS Coupe/Sedan, SRX & XTS must show
proof of current GM Lease. CTS must show proof of ownership or lease of 2003 or newer Cadillac CTX. MRSP’s: ATS $38,240, ATS Coupe $41,440, CTS $48,340,
XTS $45,595, Escalade $82,245, SRX $38,600. Due at signing ATS $1,809, ATS Coupe $2,219, CTS $3,119, XTS $2,679, Escalade $4,869, SRX $339. See dealer for
details. Take delivery by 8/31/2015.

FREE
27 MULTI-POINT
INSPECTION

Expires 8-31-15

OIL CHANGE
$24.95*

FREE 27 multi-point inspection
Most GM cars & light trucks. Includes 5 Qts

of Dexos 1 oil & AC Delco oil filter.
*Plus Tax. Expires 8-31-15

TIRE PRICE MATCH
GUARANTEE

Present this coupon to receive
FREE Alignment

with Purchase of 4 Tires
Expires 8-31-15

• Convenient Customer Shuttle
• Early Bird Check-in
• Complimentary Loaner Car
• Convenient Business Hours
• Same Day Service
• Factory Trained Service Advisors

• ASE Certified Technicians
• Online Express Checkout
• Mobile App Service
• GM Quality Parts

OPEN MON & THURS, UNTIL 8PM & SATURDAY 10AM - 4PM
Showroom Hours: Mon. & Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-8 p.m. • Tue., Wed., & Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

8333 EAST 11 MILE ROAD • I-696 & VAN DYKE • 888-548-8939

CCOOMMIINNGG SSOOOONN
ACROSS FROM THE GM TECH CENTER

Reward Yourself

Reward Yourself 0% APR on Select Cadillacs*

**See dealer for details and rebate form, which must be postmarked by 8/31/15. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery of debit card.

NO
MONEY
DOWN

2011  CHEVROLET HHR •Stk# X90202A $10,000
79,000 miles

2012  CADILLAC CTS •Stk# X90209 $20,000
Base • 44,000 miles

2011 CADILLAC ESCALADE • Stk# X90208 $33,000
ESV • 102,000 miles

2008 CADILLAC STS •Stk# X90207 $12,000
90,700 miles

2012 GMC YUKON Denali •Stk# P9250 $42,500
26,000 miles

2012 CADILLAC SRX •Stk# X90204 $28,000
PERFORMANCE • 36,000 miles

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

Call 888-548-8939

Tech Center Cadillac

Tech Center Cadillac

#42333 #21552#44296

475 SUMMIT DRIVE • 248-292-2502 • 5825 HIGHLAND RD. (M59) • WATERFORD

CALL
BRUCE LITVIN
– 24/7 & 365 –

40 YEARS
OF QUALITY SERVICE

CELL # 1-586-405-5175
blitvin@lunghamer.com

1-888-665-5438

LLAASSTT
MMOONNTTHH WWAASS
FFAANNTTAASSTTIICC
TTHHIISS MMOONNTTHH
SSHHOOUULLDD BBEE

BBEETTTTEERR
CCAALLLL FFOORR NNEEWW

PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS

SHANGHAI (AP) – Foreign com-
panies have suspended opera-
tions around the Tianjin port as
officials scramble to contain the
toxic fallout of the recent deadly
chemical explosions.
Toyota, which has operations

near the evacuation zone around
the blast, said it had suspended
three production lines, which ac-
count for over half of its China
capacity, through Aug. 19. Im-
pacted models include the
Crown, Reiz, Corolla, Vios and
the Corolla EX, largely for the do-
mestic market.
Panasonic, which has a prod-

uct development center 5 kilo-
meters (3 miles) from the blast
site, kept its offices closed Aug.
17, out of concern for employee
safety.
Hong Kong-listed logistics

company Singamas Container
Holdings, which has two depots
close to the blast, told the stock
exchange Monday that it had
suspended operations at the site
and lost contact with one em-

ployee. The filing said the com-
pany was still evaluating losses,
but did not anticipate a material
impact on business.
U.S. farm equipment maker

Deere & Co. also reportedly sus-
pended its Tianjin operations.
Employees from the company’s
Beijing office refused to com-
ment Aug. 17.
Automakers have been hit

hard because Tianjin is one of
China’s major ports for car im-
ports. Thousands of Volkswagen,
Toyota, Hyundai and Renault
cars, most of them pricey im-
ports, parked on lots near the
blast were decimated.
Volkswagen said it had lost

around 2,700 vehicles, including
New Beetle, Golf and Tiguan
models. Renault said 1,500
Koleos SUVs were damaged.
Hyundai said it had around 4,000
vehicles, mostly high-end cars
like Equus and Genesis, parked
at the site. The companies said
they were still assessing the eco-
nomic value of those losses.

A Port Explosion in China
Hits Auto Importers Hard
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LOCATED RIGHT OFF I-75 ON M-24

Wally Edgar
1-866-906-0279

*Lease payment examples for Impala and Trax at GM Employee Discount Price plus tax, title, plate, first month
payment and doc fees due at signing. Zero security deposit. All rebates including GM Competitive Lease Con-
quest private offer assigned to dealer. Lease payment for the Volt at GM Employee Discount Price plus tax, title,
plate, zero security deposit, first month payment and doc. fees due at signing with all rebates including Volt
Loyalty Private Offer assigned to dealer. Lessee responsible for excess wear and tear as well as exceeded con-
tracted mileage. Prices subject to change due to advertising deadlines. See dealer for details.

JAY CHAISER x117
Fax: 248-391-0189
Cell: 248-821-8026

Email:
jchaiser@wallyedgar.com

Located right off I-75 on M-24, 2 minutes N. of the Palace of Auburn Hills
SALES HOURS:

MONDAY - THURSDAY 8 AM - 8 PM • FRIDAY 8 AM - 6 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM - 3 PM • SUNDAY CLOSED

3805 LAPEER RD., LAKE ORION

Wally Edgar
2015 TRAX

$88*PER MONTH
24MONTHS 10K LEASE
$999DOWN

38 MPG

2015 IMPALA

$177*PER MONTH
36MONTHS 10K LEASE
$999DOWN

38 MPG

2015 VOLT

$178*PER MONTH
36MONTHS 10K LEASE
$999DOWN

38 MPG

VYLETEL
VISIT OURWEBSITE TO SEARCH FOR MORE VEHICLES & GREAT
DEALS ON NEW BUICK’S OR GMC’S ATWWW.VYLETEL.NET

*GM Employee Pricing Plus Tax, Title, Lic. and Doc. No Security Deposit Required. Lease Conquest Rebate Must Have Non GM Lease In Household To Expire Within 90 Days Of Delivery Of New Purchase Or Lease. Lease Loyalty Rebate Must Have 1999 or Newer
GMVehicle In Household. Programs subject to change. Photos may not represent actual vehicle. Price is subject to change without notice. Lacrosse stk 6898-15 lease 8gured with DBC certs. $1000.00 DBC credit is while supply last. Payment may be higher if dealer
DBC cert expire. See dealer for details. Expires 8/31/15.

VISIT OURWEBSITE TO SEARCH FOR MORE VEHICLES & GREAT DEALS ON NEW BUICK’S OR GMC’S ATWWW.VYLETEL.NET

40755 Van Dyke • Sterling Heights •586.977.2800
WWW.VYLETEL.NET SALES: Sun CLOSED; M, TH 8:30am-9pm; T, W, F 8:30am-6pm; SAT 10am-3pm

SERVICE: Sun CLOSED; M, TH 7am-8pm; T, W, F 7am-6pm; Sat 8am-1pm

2015 BUICK LACROSSE 1SL LEATHER

LEASE CONQUEST IS BACK!
ProofofOwnershipofNon-GMLeaseReceiveanAdditional$150000 OnSelectModels

2015 GMC
YUKON 4WDSLE
27 MONTH

LEASE
FOR ONLY$419*

2015 GMC
TERRAINFWDSLE-1

Stock #8233-15 • Deal #52862
$690 total due at signing.

GM pricing plus tax, title & lic.
Must have Non GM in household set to expire 365 days from delivery.

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED!

2015 GMC
ACADIA FWDSLE-1

Stock #7647-15 • Deal #51286
$1835 total due at signing.

GM pricing plus tax, title & lic.
Must have Non GM in household set to expire 365 days from delivery.

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED!

$139*24 MONTH
LEASE

FOR ONLY
10K PER
YEAR

$149*24 MONTH
LEASE

FOR ONLY
10K PER
YEAR

UPTO
20% OFF STICKER PRICE
OnSelectBuick&GMCModels

$aveOver$130000OFFMSRP

• SELLING BELOW GM PRICING FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST ON ALL 2015 GMC AND BUICK MODELS •

2015 BUICK
LACROSSE 1SL

LEATHER

Leather Heated Seats, navigation, Rear Camera, Park Assist,
Bose Sound System, Push Start Technology & More!

24 MONTH BUICK EXPERIENCE LEASE
FREEMaintenance • FREE XM Radio • FREE OnStar

Stock #6930-15 • Deal #52858
$1885 total due at signing. GM pricing plus tax, title & lic.

Must have Non GM in household set to expire 365 days from delivery.
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED!

$249*24 MONTH
LEASE

FOR ONLY
10K PER
YEAR

22” ChromeWheels,
Rear Camera, Power Liftgate,
Max Trailering & More!

4x4 • V8
Stock #8530-15 • Deal #55169

10k miles per year.
$2980 total due at signing.

GM price lease figured with Buick/GMC Loyality Rebate.
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED!

2015 GMC
SIERRA 1500
4WDDOUBLECAB

24 MONTH
LEASE

FOR ONLY$199*
ATTENTION
CURRENT
BUICK/GMC
LESSEE’S

LIMITED EDITION ELEVATION SERIES
Stock #8588-15 • Deal #52863

10k miles per year. $1612 total due at signing.
GM pricing plus tax, title & lic.

GM price lease figured with Buick/GMC Loyality Rebate.
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED!

LEASE
PULL AHEAD

IS BACK!
UpTo

$150000 inPaymentsWaived

$1995.00 DOWN

$50000Additional
OnTrade-InValue

withWritten
Appraisal from

Competitor

EVERYONES
PRICE

NOW
WAS

$40,435

$32,599*
Stock #6876-15

Price plus tax of $2314 due at siging plus lic. & doc fee.

2015 BUICK
ENCLAVE FWD
PREMIUMGROUP

Stock #6885-15

$42,870*EVERYONES
PRICE

NOW
WAS

$53,120

2015 BUICK
REGAL AWD

24 MONTH BUICK EXPERIENCE LEASE
FREEMaintenance • FREE XM Radio • FREE OnStar

Stock #4142-15 • Deal #52861
$1624 total due at signing.

GM pricing plus tax, title & lic. w/lease conquest rebate.
Must have Non GM in household set to expire 365 days from delivery.

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED!

$159*24 MONTH
LEASE

FOR ONLY
10K PER
YEAR

2015 BUICK
ENCORE FWD

BUICKLUXURYFORLESS

24 MONTH BUICK EXPERIENCE LEASE
FREEMaintenance • FREE XM Radio • FREE OnStar

Stock #4282-15 • Deal #49782
$1690 total due at signing.

GM pricing plus tax, title & lic.
Must have Non GM in household set to expire 365 days from delivery.

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED!

$129*24 MONTH
LEASE

FOR ONLY
10K PER
YEAR

YOU SAVE OVER
$7,800 OFF LIST

YOU SAVE OVER
$10,250 OFF LIST15%Off

MSRP

As of Aug. 3, Cleveland-based
Crowne Group, LLC, has ac-
quired Troy-based Vari-Form, a
manufacturer of lightweight, hy-
droformed structural parts for
pickup trucks, SUVs and light ve-
hicles.

Vari-Form has three manufac-
turing locations in North America
with a state-of-the-art technical
center in Strathroy, Ontario, Cana-
da and a non-union workforce of
approximately 400 employees,
said Vari-Form spokesman Terry
Nardone.

Vari-Form is also expanding its
global footprint with new plants
under joint venture relationships
in Mexico and Italy scheduled to
begin operations this year.
Terms of the transaction were
not disclosed, Nardone said.

Jim Maraz, Vari-Form chief fi-
nancial officer, said, “We are ex-
cited to begin working with
Crowne, a known leading manu-
facturer and distributor of com-
ponent parts in the automotive
industry, who has strong long-
term relationships with many of
its top customers including
OEM’s and Tier I suppliers. Com-
bining our industry knowledge
and building on our customer re-
lationships will enable Vari-Form
to maintain and further develop
its product offerings for our OEM
and supplier partners.”

“Vari-Form represents an ex-
cellent strategic fit for Crowne
with its industry-leading hydro-
forming technology and strong
and expanding base of blue-chip
customers, comprised of leading
OEM’s, Tier 1 suppliers and a
growing number of European and
Asian car makers,” said Stephen
Graham, chief financial officer of
Crowne. “We are excited to con-
tinue to expand our automotive
product offerings and technolo-

gies and look forward to working
with Vari-Form to successfully
execute our growth strategy.”

Nardone said that Vari-Form
currently has production facili-
ties in Strathroy, Ont., Canada;
Reynosa, Mexico; Kunshan
(Shanghai), China; and Canton,
Miss. Vari-Form originated the
patented Pressure Sequence Hy-
droforming (“PSH”) process for
high volume tubular body struc-
tural components and assem-
blies. The PSH process uses rela-
tively low water pressure (as
compared with traditional hydro-
forming) to form a tube to the
shape of a die cavity. This unri-
valed technological expertise
and proprietary PSH process
provides substantial weight and
cost savings.

There has been significant cap-
ital investment in 20 hydroform-
ing presses which produce over
7 million parts annually, Nardone
said. Crowne, headquarter in
Cleveland, is a leading manufac-
turer and distributor of both Af-
termarket and OEM component
parts for the automotive and oth-
er industrial equipment markets.
Crowne serves numerous leading
customers in both the Aftermar-
ket and Original Equipment mar-
kets including mass retail, dis-
tributors, OEM and Tier I manu-
facturers.

Nardone said Crowne has a
strong reputation in the industry
and offers a diverse portfolio of
products, including windshield
wiper blades and components;
OEM wiper systems; fuel pumps,
systems and accessories.

Since 2004, Crowne has com-
pleted and integrated ten acqui-
sitions. Crowne currently em-
ploys approximately 4,000 peo-
ple and operates ten manufactur-
ing facilities in North America.

Vari-Form of Troy Joins
Cleveland’s Crowne Group

*Pictures may not represent actual sale vehicle. All applicable incentives including conquest and/or loyalty offers have been deducted from Sale Prices/Payments and are subject to change
by the manufacturer without notice and are plus title, tax and plate fees. GM Employee discount is required expect where noted. Leases are 10,000 miles per year. Lease pullahead is
for current Chevrolet leases waving up to 3 remaining payments (up to $1500). Silverado Down Payment assistance requires fi nancing through ALLY, GM Financial or Wells Fargo. Must
have 1999 or newer nonGM vehicle to qualify for Competitive Brand Conquest offer. Amount depends on model. Certain restrictions apply, see dealer for complete details on all incentives/offers. Sale ends 8/31/2015 @ 6:00PM.

2016MALIBU “LT”
• 2 Yr/24,000 Scheduled Maintenance INCLUDED!

• 2.5L Turbo DOHC VVT Engine! • Remote Keyless Entry!
• Power Vertical Driver’s Seat Adjustment! • Aluminum Wheels!

• OnStar w/4G LTE w/built-in Wi-Fi hotspot!
• Tilt and Telescopic Steering Column!
• 7” Color Touch Screen MyLink Radio!

• 36 MPG on the Highway!
Stock# G26329

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT REQUIRED.

TAX, TITLE AND
PLATE FEES EXTRA!

2015SILVERADO “LT”
• 2 Yr/24,000 Scheduled Maintenance INCLUDED!

• ECOTEC3 4.3L V6 Engine! • Automatic Transmission!
• Color Screen MyLink Radio with USB Ports!
• OnStar w/4G LTE w/built-in WiFi hotspot!

• GM Bed Liner INCLUDED!
• Remote Keyless Entry!

• AluminumWheels!
Stock#F23871
NO SECURITY

DEPOSIT REQUIRED.
TAX, TITLE AND

PLATE FEES EXTRA!

Chevy Lease Pull-Ahead Continues!!!…Waiving Up To 3 Payments!*

2016CRUZE “LS”
• 2 Yr/24,000 Scheduled Maintenance INCLUDED!
• ECOTEC 1.8L DOHC VVT Engine! • Automatic Transmission!

• OnStar with 4G LTE with Built-in WiFi hotspot!
• AM/FM/XM Radio w/CD!
• Rear Window Defogger!
• Remote Keyless Entry!
• Bluetooth for Phone!

• 35 MPG on the Highway!
Stock#G24740
NO SECURITY

DEPOSIT REQUIRED.
TAX, TITLE AND

PLATE FEES EXTRA!

2015EQUINOX “LT”
• 2 Yr/24,000 Scheduled Maintenance INCLUDED!
• 2.4L DOHC Engine! • 7” Color Touch Screen MyLink Radio!

• Remote Vehicle Entry! • Rear Vision Camera!
• OnStar w/4G LTE w/built-in Wi-Fi hotspot!

• Tilt and Telescopic Steering Column!
• 17” Aluminum Wheels!

• 32 MPG on the Highway!
Stock#F24729

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT REQUIRED.

TAX, TITLE AND
PLATE FEES EXTRA!

24 MONTH LEASE:

4x4 • DBL CAB

$119*
$0DOWNW/LEASECONQUEST

Was $27,180 Sale Price $20,479*

$119*
$999DOWNW/LEASELOYALTY

OR

39 MONTH LEASE:

$205*
$0DOWNW/LEASECONQUEST

Was $23,545 Sale Price $17,699*

$205*
$999DOWNW/LEASELOYALTY

OR

24 MONTH LEASE:

$115*
$0DOWNW/LEASECONQUEST

Was $19,795 Sale Price $15,889*

$115*
$999DOWNW/LEASELOYALTY

OR
24 MONTH

LEASE:

Was $39,315 Sale Price $29,989*

$119*
$999DOWN



Johnson Controls employees
rolled up their sleeves last week
to help Detroit students who are
working with the Conservation
Leadership Corps (CLC) to help
create a greener city. In partner-
ship with Detroit’s Student Con-
servation Association, Johnson
Controls is sponsoring the sum-
mer jobs program for the eighth
year.
Volunteers from the compa-

ny’s Automotive Seating head-
quarters in Plymouth, said John-
son Controls spokeswoman
Mary Kay Dodero, worked with
students on environmental
“greening” projects at Detroit-
area community parks. Activities
included planting, developing
and maintaining trails, and re-
moving invasive plant species.
The CLC, Dodero said, provides

54 Detroit high school students
with professional development,
leadership skills and environ-
mental conservation experience,
while completing fundamental
projects at the city’s Rouge Park
and Eliza Howell Park.
“Johnson Controls is proud to

sponsor this valuable program,’”
said Byron Foster, vice president
and general manager, Complete
Seat and Strategy for Johnson
Controls’ Automotive Seating di-
vision. “Students benefit greatly in
two ways: by gaining hands-on
work experience and in further de-
veloping their leadership skills,
which is a main goal of the pro-
gram.”
“Our employees truly enjoy

having the opportunity to meet
these enthusiastic students and
work with them to make a posi-
tive impact on the city,” said
Camille Chism, manager, John-
son Controls Automotive Seat-
ing, who is leading this year’s
CLC employee participation.
In addition to the cleanup

work, on August 13, the students

participated in a professional de-
velopment day hosted by John-
son Controls at the company’s
office in Plymouth, Dodero said.
They attended sessions about
corporate culture, teamwork and
career development including
ethics, diversity and engineering.
The CLC is a six-week program

where students work with crew
leaders on a variety of projects
throughout Detroit, including out-
door classroom construction, new
trail development, green space
acreage expansion, planting of na-
tive trees, grasses and flowers, in-
vasive plant species removal and
general operations management.
Students also cultivate vital pro-
fessional development skills, in-
cluding help with resume writing
and interview skills.
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586-264-7775
34701 Van Dyke, Sterling Hts.

Mon-Fri: 8AM-6PM • Sat 9AM-2PM
www.sterlingtireandauto.com

OR

FREE
BRAKE

INSPECTION

$17995
Includes Front or Rear Pads, Rotors & Labor
Some Restrictions May Apply. Prices Subject To Change. Most Cars.

Call For Details, Must Present Ad At The Time Of Service.
Cannot Be Combined With Any Other Coupon Or Discounts. With MP Coupon.

Offer Expires 8-31-15.

FREE
ALIGNMENT
WITH PURCHASE
OF 4 TIRES

Most Cars. Must Present Ad At The Time Of Service.
Cannot Be Combined With Any Other Coupon Or Discounts. With MP Coupon.

Offer Expires 8-31-15.

CONSTRUCTION
POTHOLE
SERVICE SPECIAL
$5995

Includes: • Front End Alignment • Tire Rotation
• Balance & Brake Inspection

Must present discount at time of write-up. Not valid with other offers.
Camber/Caster adjustment additional cost. Offer Expires 8-31-15.

FRONT END
ALIGNMENT
$2995

Most Cars. Must Present Ad At The Time Of Service.
Cannot Be Combined With Any Other Coupon Or Discounts. With MP Coupon.

Offer Expires 8-31-15.

+ Tax
+ Shop Suppiles

SUMMER SPECIAL!
MAINTENANCE SPECIAL
Includes: • Full Service Oil Change & Filter

• Lube & Top Off All Fluids
• Semi Synthetic Blend (5W30) up to 5 qts.

$2295
FREE Tire Rotation • FREE 27 Pt. Inspection

FREE Brake Inspection (Drums Extra)

$3595 Full Service
Synthetic Oil Change

– Including Dexos Approved Oil –
Shop Charges And Disposal Extra. Most Cars.

Must Present Ad At The Time Of Service. Cannot Be Combined With Any
Other Coupon Or Discounts. With MP Coupon. Offer Expires 8-31-15.

Get the repairs you need.
NO INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS

With approved credit. See store for details.

If you currently have a CarCare One Credit Card
from any of the following, you can use it here!
We accept: AAMCO, Auto Value-Bumper to Bumper, Car Quest, Discount Tire,

Federated Auto Parts, Ford Motor Company, GE Capital Auto, Maaco & Meineke, Midas,
NAPA, Parts Plus, Pep Boys, Tuffy, Ziebart, Cooper Tire, Michelin and Yokohama Tire.

2 YEARS 24,000 MILE WARRANTY
On most repairs. See store for details.

OVER 75 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
WE SELL TIRES
NATIONAL FLEET ACCOUNTS WELCOME

We Accept All Extended Warranties Including GM, Chrysler, Ford, Etc.

QUALITY SERVICE
YOU CAN TRUST!

YOUR
ONE STOP
REPAIR
SHOP

FREE
CAR WASH
With Any
Service

Starting At

A/C RECHARGE
$4995

Includes: • Up To 1lb Freon • Check For Leaks
• Pressure Test System • Add Dye

Most Cars. Not Valid With Any Other Discount. Offer Expires 8-31-15.

Reg. $99.95SAVE
$50

CHEVROLET LEASE PULL AHEAD JUNE 1ST 2015 – FEB 28TH 2016**

PURCHASE
FOR

$15,599*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$38*
$999DOWN

2015

SILVERADO

PURCHASE
FOR

$23,998*
LEASEFOR
24 MONTHS
$85*
$999DOWN

2015

PURCHASE
FOR

$17,283*
LEASEFOR
24 MONTHS
$92*
$999DOWN

2016

MALIBU

PURCHASE A 1LS
FOR

$16,474*
LEASE A 1LT
24 MONTHS
$70*

$0DOWN

2015

WE’LL GIVE YOU A $3,500 MINIMUM FOR YOUR 2003 OR NEWER TRADE IN.

SERVICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 6:30am-9:00pm; Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 6:30am-6:00pm • Shuttle at 6:30am - Pick-up Both Ways • All Day starting at 6:30am.

$2395
Fluid Level,

Brake & Alignment Check Included.

Open Mondays & Thursdays until 8:30pm

We use Genuine GM Oil & Filter
No additional or hidden charges.
Out the door pricing.

Quick Oil Change EXPRESS
LANELUBE OIL FILTER

Excludes synthetic, Diesel & Med. Duty Trucks.
Most GM cars & trucks. One coupon per customer. Must
present coupon with order. Plus tax. Expires 8-31-15.

Up to 5 qts.

BODY SHOP
586-754-7000

ext 1231

INSURANCE
WRECK

AMENDED

WE REPAIR
ALL MAKES
& MODELS FREE OIL CHANGE

With Each Major Repair

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE
During Scheduled Repairs

GM SERVICE CENTER
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST

•SERVICE DEPT. •PARTS •BODY SHOP

866-452-1547
26125 Van Dyke @ 101/2 Mile

Center Line, MI 48015

EDRINKE • FAST • FRIENDLY • DISCOUNTS

VISIT OUR

QUICK LANE

VERANO

PURCHASE
FOR

$19,172*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$85*
$999DOWN

2015

LACROSSE

PURCHASE
FOR

$29,932*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$199*

$999DOWN

2015

ENCORE

PURCHASE
FOR

$19,997*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$79*
$999DOWN

2015

TERRAIN

PURCHASE
FOR

$21,777*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$75*
$999DOWN

2015
ENCLAVE

PURCHASE
FOR

$31,455*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$187*

$999DOWN

2015

PURCHASE
FOR

$27,077*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$139*

$999DOWN

2015

TRAVERSE

PURCHASE
FOR

$23,915*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$108*

$999DOWN

2015

EQUINOX

PURCHASE A 1LS
FOR

$19,218*
LEASE A 1LT
24 MONTHS
$59*
$999DOWN

2015

CAMARO

PURCHASE
FOR

$20,995*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$154*

$999DOWN

2015

VOLT

LEASE FOR
36 MONTHS
$167*

$999DOWN

2015

PURCHASE
FOR

$25,727*

SIERRA

PURCHASE
FOR

$27,237*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$108*

$999DOWN

2015

DBL. CAB
2WD

LS 2LS

Nicole
Dodge

nhuminski@edrinke.com

Jim
Pfeifle

jpfeifle@edrinke.com

Dennis
Thacker

dthacker@edrinke.com

See us for your GM employee purchases.

1-866-452-1300
26125 Van Dyke at 101/2 Mile Rd.

Visit our website: edrinke.com
SHOWROOM HOURS: Mon. & Thurs. 8:30am-9:00pm; Tues., Wed., & Fri. 8:30am-6:00pm

Paul
Makowski

pmakowski@edrinke.comNO DOC FEES
Find Us on
FACEBOOK

All applicable rebates including lease/conquest offers have been deducted from sale price/payment. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Prices subject to
change per GM incentives. Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM Employee Discount (Unless otherwise stated). Below GM Pricing only valid on certian
models.Trax,Cruze,Silverado,Malibu,Equinox,CamaroandTraverse are24month leases.Volt is a 36month lease.Must qualify forVolt toVolt Loyalty.Youmust own
or lease aVolt. All leases are 10kmiles per yearw/ approved STier credit w/ $999 due at signing. Prices & payments are plus tax, title, and plate fees. Must finance
throughAlly,GMFInancial andWells Cargo. Refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles –to be determined by lender. For Silverado,must trade in ’99 or
newer model vehicle. GM Employee discount to everyone valid on certain models. **$3500 trade-in is valid on 2003 or newer vehicles with under 115k miles in
drivablecondition,nobrandedtitles,lessreconditioningdeterminedbyappraiser. Certainrestrictionsmayapply,seesalespersonfordetails. ***ExpirationDate–8/31/15.

SHOWROOM HOURS:
Mon. & Thurs. 8:30am-9pm

Tues., Wed., & Fri. 8:30am-6pm

Now looking for experienced salespeople to join our team!

See us for your GM employee purchases.

1-877-451-7707
26125 Van Dyke at 101/2 Mile Rd.

Visit our website: edrinke.com

We Are Professional Grade

TRAX
LS

ED RINKE

DBL. CAB
2WD

All prices and payments include GM rebates. Picturesmay not represent actual vehicle. Prices subject to change per GM incentives. Prices and payments are
inclusive of active GM employee discount (unless otherwise stated). All leases are 10,000miles per year with approved STier credit. Vehicles shown are $999
down.Must have lease loyalty and/or conquest.Must haveclosingcompetitive lease. . Pricesandpayments areplus tax, title,plate fee ,refundable security de-
posit required on certain vehicles – to be determined by lender. GM employee discount to everyone valid on certainmodels. **$3,500 trade in is valid on 2003
ornewervehiclesw/under115kmiles indrivablecondition,nobranded titles,reconditioningdeterminedbyappraiser.Certain restrictionsmayapply,seedealer
for complete details.** Exp date:8/31/2015.

REGAL

PURCHASE
FOR

$24,914*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$109*

$999DOWN

2015

YUKON

PURCHASE
FOR

$45,252*
LEASE FOR
27 MONTHS
$339*

$1,999DOWN

2015

4WD
SLE

1LT

1SN
FWD

1SD 1SL

ELEVATION
EDITION

BEDLINER INCLUDED

ACADIA
SLE-1

1LT

BEDLINER INCLUDED

EVERYBODY’S
PRICE

EVERYBODY’S
PRICE

EVERYBODY’S
PRICE

NO EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED NEWCRUZE

Johnson Controls Employees
Help Train Student Leaders

Range anxiety – the fear that
your EV will run out of power
away from a charging station – is
major issue with potential buyers.
So the 2016 Volt is engineered

to offer customers more of what
they want: range, range and
more range, said GM spokes-
woman Michelle Malcho.
The General Motors Volt’s all-

new second-generation Voltec ex-
tended-range electric propulsion
system delivers 53 miles of pure
EV range, based on EPA testing.
That is nearly a 40-percent im-
provement over the first-genera-
tion Volt.
Chevrolet expects many next-

generation Volt owners will use
power solely from their batteries
for more than 90 percent of trips,
Malcho said. Currently, Volt own-
ers use battery power on 80 per-
cent of their trips.
This means the average Volt

owner could expect to travel well
over 1,000 miles between gas fill
ups, if they charge regularly.
For the first 53 miles, the Volt

can drive gas and tailpipe-emis-
sions free using a full charge of
electricity stored in its new 18.4-
kWh lithium-ion battery, rated at
a combined 106 MPGe, or Miles
Per Gasoline equivalent, Malcho
said.
When the Volt’s battery runs

low, a gas-powered generator
seamlessly operates to extend
the driving range for a total of
420 miles on a full tank.
“We listened to our cus-

tomers,” said Andrew Farah, ve-
hicle chief engineer, “They were
very clear when they told us that
they wanted more range, and a
fun driving experience behind
the wheel. We are confident that
the 2016 Volt delivers both.”

2016 Chevy Volt
Increases Range
Nearly 40 percent



PAGE 10 AUGUST 24, 2015DETROIT AUTO SCENE

DETROIT (AP) – Electric car
maker Tesla Motors said Aug. 13
it hopes to raise around $500
million in a stock offering that
comes as it prepares to roll out
its anticipated new SUV.
Tesla will offer 2.1 million

shares and expects net proceeds
of $492.6 million. Tesla could
make up to $566.5 million if the
underwriters exercise their op-
tion to buy additional shares.
Tesla CEO Elon Musk intends

to purchase $20 million worth of
stock. The company’s shares
rose 1 percent to $240.94 in late
afternoon trading.
Wall Street had been expecting

the move. Asked in early August
during the company’s second-
quarter earnings call if Tesla
planned to raise capital, Musk
said there might be value in do-
ing so “as a risk reduction meas-
ure. I don’t think that there’s not
a need to raise equity capital,’’
Musk said. He said the company
should have at least $1 billion in
cash on hand; it ended the quar-
ter with $1.2 billion in cash and
cash equivalents.
In a note to investors, Stifel an-

alyst James Albertine said the of-
fering should have a minimal im-
pact of on per-share earnings. He
views Musk’s intention to pur-
chase shares and Tesla’s plan to
use the money for future growth
as positives. Albertine has a
“buy’’ rating and a $400 price tar-
get on Tesla’s stock.
The Palo Alto, Calif., automak-

er will begin shipping its third
vehicle, the Model X SUV, in a
few weeks. It’s also investing
heavily in a $5 billion battery fac-
tory in Nevada, which will make
batteries for both its cars and its
Tesla Energy home battery busi-
ness. The factory is set to start
production in the first quarter of
next year.
Tesla said it needs the cash to

further development of the Mod-
el 3, a lower-cost electric car due
out in 2017. The auto industry
typically spends about $1 billion
developing new cars and putting
them on the market.
Tesla is also rapidly expanding

its network of Superchargers,
which can add 170 miles to a
Model S battery in 30 minutes.
Tesla told shareholders this
month that it now has 487 Super-
charger stations globally and is
opening one nearly every 24
hours. All that doesn’t come
cheap. Tesla obtained a credit
line of up to $750 million in June,
but it spent $359 million during
the second quarter. Its cash total
of $1.2 billion was down from
$2.7 billion a year ago.

Tesla Seeks to
Raise Cash by
Selling Stock

WATERHILL, Tenn. (AP) – A
Middle Tennessee teen is alive,
thanks to Siri.
Eighteen-year-old Sam Ray

says the voice recognition serv-
ice on his iPhone – famously
named Siri – called emergency
dispatchers after his truck fell on
him while he tried to make re-
pairs.
Ray tells media outlets that a

jack collapsed, pinning him un-
der nearly 5,000 pounds of metal
in a location where he couldn't
be easily seen or heard. He says
he was trying to get free when he
heard Siri activate.
He says: “I said ‘Call 911,’ and

that was all it said.”
Rutherford County dispatcher

Christina Lee says she first
thought it was a mistaken pock-
et-dial, but then she heard his
screams for help and sent crews,
who rescued him.
Ray and Lee met Aug. 14 for

the first time after the July 2 inci-
dent.

Siri Contacts 911,
Saves Man Pinned

Under His Car



A new, one-of-its kind study
from the University of Iowa found
that a majority of drivers ex-
pressed uncertainty about how
many potentially life-saving vehi-
cle safety technologies work.
The survey also showed that

40 percent of drivers report that
their vehicles have acted or be-
haved in unexpected ways, said
University of Iowa spokeswoman
Hayley Bruce.
The study, conducted by the

University of Iowa Transporta-
tion and Vehicle Safety Research
Division, examined drivers’
knowledge of vehicle safety sys-
tems, as well as their under-
standing and use of defensive
driving techniques, Bruce said.
The study combined a literature
review, the input of industry and
academic experts in human fac-
tors research with an in-depth
survey of more than 2,000 adult
drivers across the United States.
The study found that a majori-

ty of respondents had heard of,
been exposed to, or interacted
with at least one of the nine vehi-
cle safety features studied, but
expressed uncertainty about all
of the technologies.
“As technologies like rear-view

cameras and lane departure
warning systems advance and
become more prevalent in the
cars we’re driving there is a
tremendous need to improve
consumer understanding of
these critical safety features,”
said Daniel McGehee, director of
the Transportation and Vehicle
Safety Research Division at the
UI Public Policy Center.
Consumers reported they least

understood adaptive cruise con-
trol (65 percent) and lane depar-
ture warning systems (36 per-
cent), McGehee said. They were

uncertain about features that
have been standard in American
cars for years – such as anti-lock
braking systems and tire pres-
sure-monitoring systems, accord-
ing to the survey.
“The level of confusion about

features that have been standard
in American cars for quite awhile
was really surprising,” McGehee
says, noting that tire pressure
monitoring and anti-lock braking
systems have been in vehicles
for some time. “The little details
about how some of these sys-
tems work are really important
when we’re talking about safety.
We need to do a better job of
making sure consumers are com-
fortable with them.”
To address that need, the Uni-

versity of Iowa recently part-
nered up with the National Safety
Council to launch MyCar-
DoesWhat, a national campaign
aimed at educating automotive
consumers about new safety
technologies and how they work,
Bruce said.
The campaign website, MyCar-

DoesWhat.org includes educa-
tional videos and other informa-
tion about safety features that
help drivers avoid or reduce the
severity of a crash.
The website is part of a larger

national education campaign set to
launch this fall.
The data-driven campaign in-

cludes academic and consumer
research, videos, graphics, ani-
mation, social media, a game, an
app and advertising to educate
drivers.
The safety technologies includ-

ed in the study were:
• Back-up Camera: provides a

view of the area directly behind
the car when the vehicle is in re-
verse.
• Blind Spot Monitor: alerts

drivers when there may be some-
thing located in their blind spot.
• Forward Collision Warning:

warns drivers when they are
closing in on the vehicle ahead
too quickly.
• Anti-lock Braking Systems:

prevents wheels from locking up,
helps avoid uncontrolled skid-

ding and provides some steering
control in slippery conditions
like snow.
• Rear Cross Traffic Alert: pro-

vides an alert to the driver that
traffic is approaching from the
left or right when the vehicle is in
reverse.
• Adaptive Cruise Control:

maintains the speed set by the
driver and a pre-set following dis-
tance.
• Automatic Emergency Brak-

ing Systems: automatically ap-
plies moderate to hard braking
when the system detects that a
collision is imminent.
• Lane Departure Warning:

alerts drivers when they drift in-
to another lane when the turn
signal is not activated.
• Traction Control: Works in

the background to help acceler-
ate and prevent wheel slippage
(or "over-spinning") when driv-
ing on slippery surfaces.
The full technical report of the

National Survey can be found
here: ppc.uiowa.edu/tvs/nation-
alsurvey.

NORMAL, Ill. (AP) – Mitsubishi
Motors confirmed July 24 that it
plans to stop production at its
only U.S. factory and sell the
plant in central Illinois that has
more than 1,200 workers.
The Japanese automaker re-

viewed its global supply chain
and decided it was necessary to
end production at the plant and
find a buyer, said Dan Irvin, the
company’s North American
spokesman. The announcement
came after Japanese media re-
ported the automaker had decid-
ed to end production in the U.S.
to focus on Asian markets.
Irvin said Mitsubishi’s board

will soon make a formal decision
on what will happen to the plant
in Normal, Ill., about 100 miles
southwest of Chicago. Company
officials hope to find a buyer that
will maintain the factory’s em-
ployment. The president of UAW
Local 2488, Rod DeVary, said
workers were told Friday that the
plant will cease production on
Nov. 30.
Annual production at the

plant, which makes the Out-
lander SUV, has fallen to 64,000
vehicles from more than 200,000
in 2002. The company sold only
82,000 vehicles in the U.S. last
year – less than 1 percent of the
total market.
Japan’s leading business news-

paper, the Nikkei, reported that
Mitsubishi would be the first ma-
jor Japanese automaker to end
production in both the U.S. and
Europe. The company has built a
plant in Thailand, bought one
from Ford in the Philippines, and
is building one in Indonesia.
Illinois state Sen. Bill Brady,

whose district includes Normal,
said he and other state officials
were already working on a plan
to find another manufacturer to
buy the factory.
“We are going to do everything

we can to make sure people
know that Mitsubishi no longer
needs the facility, but that this is
a facility that has a very efficient,
world-class workforce and a sup-
plier network that’s second to
none,’’ he said.
Brady also said he has talked

to Mitsubishi officials have as-
sured him that “Mitsubishi’s ef-
fort to sell the plant will not be
about getting top dollar for the
sale but about doing the right
thing.’’
The plant is the only Japanese-

owned auto factory with UAW
representation. The union con-
tract at the plant expires this
month. said DeVary.
Both Brady and Normal Mayor

Chris Koos stressed that Mit-
subishi’s decision was not about
labor issues but because of dra-
matically falling sales. Brady said
the hope now is that the closure

of the plant, which had been not
been used to capacity as sales
fell, “may bring the opportunity
to more fully use the capacity of
the plant and bring more jobs.’’
State and local officials would

not identify specific companies
they plan to recruit, but said
they would not limit their out-
reach efforts to automakers.
“We’re confident that we will

be able to attract a replacement
company in relatively short or-
der,’’ Koos said.
One industry analyst said fac-

tors such as the location of the
plant and its proximity to a net-
work of suppliers for the Detroit
automobile industry could make
it attractive to another automak-

er. But Karl Brauer, a senior ana-
lyst for Kelley Blue Book, also
said that given Mitsubishi’s the
financial straits over the past
decade, he doubts the company
has invested much in technology
to bring the plant up to date.
Still, “it is a foundation, a foot-

print, and there is already a
process in place to ship cars
from (the plant) and components
to it,’’ he said, adding that anoth-
er company might do as elec-
tronic car maker Tesla Motors
did a few years ago when it re-
tooled a shuttered plant in Fre-
mont, Calif.
“They had to basically start

from scratch and now it is a very
vibrant plant,’’ he said.
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Study Shows Public Needs to Know More About Safety Tech

Poor Sales Kill Mitsubishi U.S. Production

Focus ST customers can get
more performance out of their
vehicle thanks to a new kit from
Ford, said Ford spokesman Chris
Terry.
And on that front, the new Fo-

cus ST mountune upgrade kit de-
livers in spades.
The idea of a street-legal, reli-

able, largely stock 2.0-liter four-
cylinder engine making nearly
300 lb.-ft. of torque might have
seemed ludicrous 10 years ago,
but the components of the
MP275 Focus ST performance
upgrade not only combine to
produce up to 296 lb.-ft. of
torque with 93-octane fuel, they
are designed for maximum relia-
bility as well.
“The 2015 Focus ST MP275 up-

grade is the latest addition to
Ford Performance’s vast Focus
and Fiesta performance catalog
that gives enthusiasts the com-
ponents they need to take their
car to the next level,” said Adam
Gair, product manager, Ford Per-
formance.
When the parts installation

and tuning is performed by an
authorized Ford Performance
technician, Focus ST retains its
factory warranty – a huge benefit
for any customer looking to get
the most out of the ownership
experience.
The heart of the system is a

performance ECU calibrated to
deliver a more aggressive engine
mapping program, including a
quicker throttle response, with-
out compromising durability.
Power spikes from 252 horse-
power to 275 horsepower.
Unlike many aftermarket kits

that compromise reliability and
driveability on the street while
also hampering emissions, the
mountune system keeps Focus
ST street-legal in all 50 states.

Ford Making
Customizing
Cars Easier

Law enforcement agencies in
six surrounding Midwest states
will participate in a nationwide
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over
campaign that focuses on pre-
venting impaired and drunken
driving during the Labor Day
holiday weekend.
“Our goal is to curb illegal be-

havior and save lives,” said Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration (NHTSA) regional
administrator Darin Jones. “We
are joining with law enforcement
partners to increase state and
national messaging about the
dangers of driving drunk. Cou-
pled with increased enforcement
and additional officers on the
road, we aim to drastically re-
duce the toll of alcohol-impaired
driving offenses.”
The 20-day, high-visibility cam-

paign is a partnership that teams
public safety and transportation
officials in Illinois, Indiana,
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and
Wisconsin with NHTSA. The
crackdown effort is part of a na-
tional push from Aug. 21–Sept. 7
(Labor Day) that will show zero
tolerance for drunken driving.
The stepped-up Labor Day ef-

fort comes as NHTSA seeks to
keep motor vehicle fatalities as
low as possible through what
can be a very dangerous holiday
on the roads. Throughout the
country in 2013, there were
10,076 people killed in drunken–
driving crashes, almost a third of
all traffic fatalities.
Thirty-eight percent of crash

fatalities on Labor Day weekend
that year involved drunk drivers
(with blood alcohol concentra-
tions [BACs] of .08 or higher),
amounting to 161 lives lost.
About 27 percent of the crash fa-
talities that occurred on Labor
Day weekend involved drivers
with BACs of .15 or higher – al-
most twice the illegal limit. In
every state, it’s illegal to drive
with a BAC of .08 or higher.

Cops, Feds Push
For Safe and

Sober Labor Day
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800-710-3857
Visit Us at www.palacecjd.com

3800 S. Lapeer Rd.,
LAKE ORION

HOURS: Mon/Thurs 8:30am-8pm
Tue/Wed/Fri 8:30am-6pm

New Saturday Hours
Sales 10am-3pm & Service 8am-2pm

2015 JEEP

PATROIT
HIGH ALTITUDE

We make car buying fun at Milosch’s Palace. Please call to schedule an appointment for a demonstration drive. *All rebates to dealer. Deals apply to stock units only. Must be a Chrysler employee. $1995 down, plus destination, taxes, title, plates. $500 Military and TDM
included. Lease calculated at 10,000 miles per year. Vehicle shown not actual vehicle. WAC. See dealer for details. *Lease and prepay examples are plus destination, taxes, title, plates, $0 security deposit required. Includes Conquest Trade-in and must be Chrysler
Employee. Programs subject to change. **Must be a Chrysler employee. Plus tax and destination. All rebates and incentives already apply. See dealer for details.

LEASE FOR

$109
24 MONTH LEASE
GM PURCHASE FOR

$19,487

/MONTH
+TAX

2015 RAM

1500
CREWCAB BIGHORN
LEASE FOR

$149
24 MONTH LEASE
GM PURCHASE FOR

$32,448

/MONTH
+TAX

2015 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
TOURNING L

LEASE FOR

$159
24 MONTH LEASE
GM PURCHASE FOR

$26,987

/MONTH
+TAX

2015 JEEP

CHEROKEE
LATITUDE 4X4

LEASE FOR

$187
24 MONTH LEASE
GM PURCHASE FOR

$23,487

/MONTH
+TAX

2015 RAM

1500CREWCAB
OUTDOORSMAN

LEASE FOR

$189
24 MONTH LEASE
GM PURCHASE FOR

$33,478

/MONTH
+TAX

2015 CHRYSLER

300S

LEASE FOR

$188
24 MONTH LEASE
GM PURCHASE FOR

$24,775

/MONTH
+TAX

2015 DODGE

JOURNEY
R/T AWD

LEASE FOR

$136
24 MONTH LEASE
GM PURCHASE FOR

$24,287

/MONTH
+TAX

2015 CHRYSLER

200S

LEASE FOR

$119
24 MONTH LEASE
GM PURCHASE FOR

$18,343

/MONTH
+TAX

Milosch’s Palace Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
3800 SOUTH LAPEER RD • LAKE ORION, MI 48359 • 800-710-3857

HOURS: MON/THURS 8:30AM-8PM
TUE/WED/FRI 8:30AM-6PM
NEW SATURDAY HOURS

SALES 10AM-3PM & SERVICE 8AM-2PM
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