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Body repair shops shouldn’t
worry about what the new Ford
F-150 aluminum will do to their
business just quite yet.

At least that’s the opinion of
Bob McMahon, assistant vice
president of Auto Physical Dam-
ages for the Auto Club Group,
which includes AAA of Michigan.

“We know that the new Ford F-
150 aluminum body will require
specialized equipment for re-
pairs in some circumstances,”
McMahon said.

Mike Levine, Ford Truck com-
munications manager, said that
shops that don’t have the spe-
cialized equipment needed to re-
pair aluminum bodies can expect
such equipment to cost between
$30,000 and $50,000.

The 2015 F-150 isn’t the first
vehicle to have aluminum bod-
ies, Levine said. For example,
BMW and Audi both sell vehicles
with aluminum bodies. But the F-
150 is expected to sell hundreds
of thousands of units, making it
the first mass market vehicle to
have aluminum bodies.

“For about 80 percent of the
time, the dings and dents that
might send a 2015 F-150 to a
body shop shouldn’t prove to be
a problem for your average body
shop,” Levine said. “But for the
remaining 20 percent, to be alu-
minum-capable, they will need
specialized equipment.”

Ford is working with dealers
with body shops to help get
them ready for the F-150, Levine
said. But it’s ultimately up to the
customer to decide where he
takes his vehicle after an acci-
dent.

Body shops don’t have to in-
vest the money for specialized
equipment just yet, McMahon
said, unless they specialize in F-
150 repair.

The F-150 is the biggest seller
for a vehicle, that’s true, McMa-
hon said. But it’s still only a small
part of the overall new-car mar-
ket. In a good year, the OEMs
might sell 15 or 16 million new
vehicles.

During 2013, Ford sold about
800,000 F-150s in the U.S. and
Canada out of a total sales num-
ber of about 2.5 million Fords
sold that year.

So about 95 percent of the ve-
hicles in 2013 sold weren’t F-
150s. Assuming the same num-
bers hold true for the next cou-
ple of years, the vast majority of
vehicles sold will still have tradi-
tional bodies, so repair shops
should be fairly safe without spe-
cialized equipment.

What could matter, McMahon
said, is how the other automak-
ers react. If they see that the F-
150 with an aluminum body is a
big hit, they might decide that
aluminum is the way to go.

If that happens, then body
shop owners might want to think
about investing in the appropri-
ate equipment. The difficulty
then becomes when, McMahon
said. Do it too early and a lot of
expensive equipment doesn’t get
much use for a while. Do it too
late and the competition ends up
with a leg up.

McMahon said he’s spoken
with owners of multi-shop body
repair businesses.

“The largers ones have invest-
ed in having the specialized
equipment in at least one of their

shops,” McMahon said. “They’ll
have one location with the equip-
ment and at least one person
trained in how to use it. That’s
called ‘low balancing the work.’

“So if someone owns five
shops and a customer brings a
vehicle that needs specialized re-
pair to one of the shops without
the equipment, the owner can
take that vehicle to the shop that
has it and do the work.”

McMahon said the auto busi-
ness has undergone a lot of
changes in the past 20 years. The
development of aluminum bod-
ies is just the latest.

“It’s something that will
evolve,” McMahon said. “People
will have to see how it works out.
But this aluminum body is a
change in the car business, and
people in the business will ulti-

mately have to adapt to this
change just has they’ve adapted
to other changes in the industry.

“Eventually, I expect, alu-
minum bodies will just become a
normal part of the business.”

F-150’s Aluminum Body Shouldn’t Cause
Body Shops an Issue Because of Numbers

2015 F-150

WASHINGTON (AP) – Both
houses of Congress scolded the
nation’s highway safety agency
Sept. 16 over its tardy handling
of a deadly problem with General
Motors cars, questioning
whether it is competent to guar-
antee the safety of increasingly
complex vehicles.

David Friedman, acting chief of
the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, repeated-
ly defended his agency during a
Senate hearing as lawmakers ac-
cused him of failing to take re-
sponsibility for missing multiple
clues that could have saved lives
in the recall of GM small cars
with faulty ignition switches.

Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo.,
chastised Friedman, saying that
consumers had to take it upon
themselves to point out engine
stalling problems with GM cars,
and a Wisconsin state trooper in-
vestigating a fatal accident told
NHTSA of trouble with defective
GM ignitions. Yet, for years, the
agency took no action.

“Why can’t you take responsi-
bility?” she said. “You have got to
take some responsibility that this
isn’t being handled correctly for
the American driving public.”

Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-
Connecticut, went even further,
saying NHTSA failed to meet its

obligations to protect people.
“You are the face of that failure,”
he said.

The action came on a rough
day for the beleaguered agency.
Earlier that day, majority Repub-
licans on the House Energy and
Commerce Committee released a
report saying NHTSA should
have discovered GM’s faulty igni-
tion switches in 2007, seven
years before the company re-

called 2.6 million cars to fix the
deadly problem.

They also said the agency did-
n’t understand how air bags
worked, lacked accountability
and failed to share information
internally.

“As vehicle functions and safe-
ty systems become increasingly
complex and interconnected,

Congress: NHTSA Under Fire Over GM’s
Ignition Switch Problem – ‘They Failed’

By TOM KRISHER
AP Auto Writer

DETROIT (AP) – The death toll
tied to faulty ignition switches in
General Motors small cars has
risen to 19, according to a com-
pensation expert hired by the
company. The number is likely to
go higher.

Kenneth Feinberg said last
week that he has determined
that 19 wrongful death claims
are eligible for payments from
GM.

General Motors’ estimate of
deaths has stood at 13 for
months, although the automaker

acknowledged the possibility
of a higher count.

Feinberg received 125 death
claims due to the faulty switches
in older-model small cars such as
the Chevrolet Cobalt. The rest re-
main under review or require fur-
ther documentation, he said in a
report issued last week.

“The public report is simply re-
porting on those eligible to
date,’’ Feinberg spokeswoman
Camille Biros said in an email.
“There will certainly be others.’’

GM has admitted knowing
about the ignition switch prob-

Feinberg Tells GM to Pay for
19 Wrongful Deaths, So Far
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Mary Barra rolls out the first Chevrolet Beat for export from India.

General Motors CEO Mary Bar-
ra concluded a three-day fact-find-
ing visit to India on Sept. 11, where
she met with Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and key stake-
holders throughout the country.

“India represents a great op-
portunity for Chevrolet,” Barra
said. “With a relatively small ve-
hicle population and rapidly
growing, young middle class, In-
dia is expected to become one of
the world’s three largest markets
by 2020.

“GM is working to better un-
derstand the Indian market so

we can give Indian customers
what they deserve – safe, high-
quality Chevrolet vehicles with
exceptional designs that exceed
expectations.”

GM has invested about $1 bil-
lion in India to date. Its Talegaon
and Halol facilities can produce
more than 280,000 vehicles per
year. The GM Technical Center-
India is carrying out local and
global engineering projects, and
GM India’s growing lineup of
Chevrolet models is sold through

Barra Meets with Key India
Leaders to Discuss Market

After TRW sold its engine valve
business to Federal-Mogul’s
Powertrain division in mid-Sep-
tember, ZF Friedrichshafen has
announced it bought out TRW.

ZF sources have said that TRW
will be operated as a separate
business division within ZF.

ZF has agreed to acquire all
outstanding shares of TRW for
$105.60 per share in an all-cash
transaction valued at approxi-
mately $13.5 billion on an enter-
prise value basis.

The acquisition price repre-
sents a premium of approximate-
ly 16 percent and 15 percent over
TRW’s undisturbed closing stock
price of $91.40 on July 9, 2014,
and all-time undisturbed high
price of $91.62 on July 7, 2014, re-
spectively, and other considera-
tions, said TRW spokesperson
Colleen Hanley.

The agreement has been unan-
imously approved by TRW’s
board of directors and ZF’s su-

pervisory board and manage-
ment board.

The transaction will create
combined sales of approximately
$41 billion and 138,000 employ-
ees.

The combined company will
bring together complementary
product offerings and leading
technology positions that serve
high-growth areas such as fuel ef-
ficiency, increased safety require-
ments, and autonomous driving.

“We have long respected ZF as
a very successful company in
our industry with similar values
and focus on innovation,” John
C. Plant, TRW chairman and CEO,
said in a statement to the media.

“This transaction provides sig-
nificant benefits for our share-
holders who will receive full and
certain value for their shares, as
well as for our employees, cus-
tomers and communities, all of
which will reap the benefits of
being part of a larger, more

diversified global organization.
“Our employees have shown

admirable dedication in growing
TRW into the formidable compa-
ny it is today, and our strong per-
formance is a testament to their
hard work.”

In a statement to the media, ZF
Chief Executive Officer Stefan
Sommer said, “The acquisition of
TRW fits perfectly into our long-
term strategy. The transaction
combines two highly successful
companies that have remarkable
track records of innovation and
growth and solid financial posi-
tions.

“We are strengthening our fu-
ture prospects by enlarging our
product portfolio with acknowl-
edged technologies in the most
attractive segments.

“The combination makes sense
for all of our constituencies: Cus-
tomers of both companies will

ZF Buys TRW for Estimated $13.5 Billion
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lem for more than a decade. Yet
it didn’t begin recalling the
switches in 2.6 million small cars
until earlier this year.

The automaker hired Feinberg
to compensate victims of crash-
es caused by the switches, and
Feinberg has said GM has not
limited the total amount he can
pay. Some lawmakers have esti-
mated the death toll is close to
100.

Biros, citing confidentiality
agreements, said Feinberg will
not identify any of those eligible
for payments, nor will he say if
the 19 deemed eligible so far in-
clude the 13 deaths that GM has
documented. GM has not identi-
fied the 13 victims.

The U.S. National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
says it has not tallied the total
number of deaths.

Biros said no claims have been
rejected yet, although Feinberg is
in the process of turning down a
few because they don’t meet the
requirements for compensation.
Feinberg will issue reports each
Monday on how many claims
have been granted, she said.

Feinberg also has received 320
claims for compensation due to
injuries. Of those, 12 have been
deemed eligible for payments so
far.

Of the injury claims, 58 were in
the most serious category, seek-
ing compensation for injuries re-
sulting in loss of use of limbs, am-
putation, permanent brain dam-
age or pervasive burns, the Fein-
berg statement said. Another 262
claims are for less-serious in-
juries that required hospital
stays or outpatient medical treat-
ment within 48 hours of the
crash.

The deadline for filing a claim
is Dec. 31. Feinberg will follow
formulas to determine how much

people will get, and they can
demonstrate circumstances to
him that would bring more mon-
ey. Claimants can wait until he
comes up with an amount before
deciding whether to sue GM or
take the money.

GM has estimated the cost of
compensating victims at $400
million, but says it could rise to
$600 million.

The faulty ignition switches
can slip out of the “run’’ position

into “accessory’’ or “off,’’ cutting
off power to the engine. That can
knock out power steering or
brakes and disable the air bags if
there’s a crash.

The ignition switch problem
triggered a company-wide safety
review that has resulted in 29
million GM vehicles being re-
called through August.

Despite persistent bad publici-
ty for much of the year, GM’s
sales haven’t been significantly

harmed by the spate of recalls.
GM’s U.S. sales are up 2.8 percent
through August. U.S. auto sales
overall have risen 5.1 percent
during the same time.

GM dealers have been able to
convert customers who come in
for recall repairs into new-car
buyers when they see renovated
dealerships and the company’s
new vehicles, GM North Ameri-
can President Alan Batey said
last week in an interview.

A federal grand jury in Detroit
on Sept. 18 returned two sepa-
rate indictments against seven
executives from two Japanese
manufacturers of automotive
parts for their participation in a
conspiracy to fix prices of cer-
tain automotive parts, the De-
partment of Justice announced
in a statement to the media.

A three-count indictment was
filed in the U.S. District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan.
Count one charges Atsushi Ueda,
Minoru Kurisaki, and Hideyuki
Saito of Mitsubishi Electric Corp.
(MELCO) with conspiring to fix
the prices of certain automotive
products, including starter mo-
tors, alternators and ignition
coils, sold to Ford Motor Compa-
ny, General Motors, Chrysler, Fuji
Heavy Industries Ltd., Nissan Mo-
tor Company Ltd., and Honda
Motor Company Ltd. in the Unit-
ed States and elsewhere.

Count two charges Kurisaki
and Saito with knowingly con-
spiring to obstruct justice by de-
stroying documents and corrupt-
ly persuading, and attempting to
persuade others, to destroy doc-
uments.

Count three charges Saito with
knowingly and corruptly per-
suading, and attempting to per-
suade, executives to destroy doc-

uments and delete electronic da-
ta that may contain evidence of
antitrust crimes in the United
States and elsewhere.

Ueda and Kurisaki served as
President and General Manager,
respectively, in the Automotive
Equipment Group. They are no
longer employed by MELCO.
Saito currently serves as a high-
level manager within the Auto-
motive Equipment Group at
MELCO.

A one-count indictment, also
filed Sept. 18 in the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District
of Michigan, charges Takashi
Toyokuni, Ken Funasaki,
Kazunobu Tsunekawa and
Tomiya Itakura of Hitachi Auto-
motive Systems with conspiring
to fix the prices of various auto-
motive parts, including starter
motors, alternators, air flow me-
ters, valve timing control devices
and fuel injection systems.
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the company’s nationwide deal-
er network, said GM spokesper-
son Lori Arpin.

Barra, accompanied by Tim
Solso, non-executive chairman of
the GM Board of Directors;
Stefan Jacoby, executive vice
president and president, GM In-
ternational; Chuck Stevens, GM
executive vice president and
chief financial officer; and,
Arvind Saxena, GM India presi-
dent and managing director, vis-
ited GM facilities and met with
employees, suppliers and gov-
ernment leaders during her
three-day visit.

During a visit to the Talegaon
manufacturing facility in Pune,
Barra participated in the cele-
bration of the production of the
first Chevrolet vehicle for ex-
port. Vehicles initially will be
exported to Chile starting later
this year.

Meeting with several of GM In-
dia’s top suppliers in Pune, Barra
discussed opportunities for
global sourcing and improved
partnerships as GM continues to
localize its supply base and
make greater use of products
manufactured in India, Arpin
said.

The GM leadership team also
visited Chevrolet dealerships to
further understand the market
momentum, customer prefer-
ences and network performance.

On Sept. 11, Barra met with
Prime Minister Modi, congratu-
lating him on his recent victory
and thanking Modi for support-
ing the growth of GM India.

In a Sept. 12 address to the an-
nual convention of the Society of
Indian Automobile Manufactur-
ers in New Delhi, Jacoby spoke
about the positive economic im-
pact of the automotive industry
and its importance for markets
such as India.

“GM remains open to the long-
term prospects for India and
its automotive industry,” said
Jacoby.

Barra Meets Key
India Leaders to
Discuss Market
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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NHTSA needs to keep pace with
these rapid advancements in
technology,” the report said. “As
evidenced by the GM recall, this
may be a greater challenge than
even NHTSA understands.”

“It is tragic that the evidence
was staring NHTSA in the face
and the agency didn’t identify
the warnings,” House Committee
Chairman Fred Upton, a Republi-
can, said in a statement.

“NHTSA exists not just to
process what the company finds,
but to dig deeper. They failed.”

At least 19 people died in
crashes caused by the faulty
switches in GM small cars like
the Chevrolet Cobalt.

The company acknowledged
knowing about the problem for at
least a decade, but it didn’t recall
the cars until February. The de-
lays left the problem on the
roads, causing numerous crashes
that resulted in deaths and in-
juries.

Lawmakers have said they ex-
pect the death toll to rise to near
100.

NHTSA already has fined GM
the maximum $35 million for fail-
ing to report information on the
switches, but the committee
found that many of the bureau-
cratic snafus that plagued GM
also are present at NHTSA.

“While NHTSA now complains
about GM’s switch, it seems
NHTSA was asleep at the switch,
too,” Rep. Tim Murphy, R-Pa.,
said in a statement.

Under questioning in the Sen-
ate, Friedman conceded that the
agency needed to make improve-
ments, including more aggressive
follow-up on crashes that could
have causes different from the
agency’s initial findings.

But he also said the auto in-
dustry has more information and
people than NHTSA.

The agency, he said, needs big-
ger fines to deter automakers
from hiding safety problems, and
it needs more staff and updated
technology to track problems.

Friedman has been the
agency’s acting chief since De-
cember. Senators called on the
White House to name a perma-
nent chief of NHTSA, saying it
will be hard for an interim chief
to lead reforms.

NHTSA received consumer
complaints about the switches
for years, but didn’t order a re-
call investigation.

GM officials also knew for at
least a decade that the switches
– which can shut off while the ve-

hicle is moving, disabling the air
bags and other key systems like
power steering and power
brakes – were faulty and causing
accidents.

The House committee said in
its report that a Wisconsin state
trooper sent a report to NHTSA
in 2007 about a crash that killed
two teenage girls. The air bags
failed to inflate in the crash, and
the trooper was able to link that
to ignition switches that can slip
out of the “run” position.

The agency also commis-
sioned two outside investiga-
tions that reached the same con-
clusion, yet no one at NHTSA
connected the information and
the agency never pushed for a re-
call.

The agency rejected a propos-
al to start an investigation, rely-
ing on a “generalized trend analy-
sis” of consumer complaints that
showed the GM cars didn’t stand
out from comparable vehicles.

NHTSA’s outdated perception
of how air bag systems worked
“contributed to the years of de-
lay in identifying this defect,” the
report stated.

The ignition switch problems
forced GM to do a company-wide
safety investigation that trig-
gered 65 recalls covering more
than 29 million cars and trucks
so far this year.

“The agency is not doing the
job which it has the capacity to
do, and people are at risk as a
result,” said auto safety advocate
Joan Claybrook, a former NHTSA
administrator.

Senators questioned why
NHTSA didn’t pursue consumer
reports of GM cars stalling while
moving.

“For the ordinary consumer, a
car stalling repeatedly on a high-
way or anywhere is a problem,”
said Sen. Richard Blumenthal,
D-Conn.

Friedman responded that
stalling is a serious safety prob-
lem. Elaborating to reporters lat-
er, he said past complaints about
stalls where consumers could
pull over to the side of the road,
restart the car and pull back into
traffic were judged not to be an
“unreasonable risk to safety.”

Since the GM recalls, Friedman
said he has met with 12 major au-
tomakers at the agency’s head-
quarters to emphasize that there
will be “zero tolerance” for with-
holding safety information.

Friedman blamed GM for de-
lays in the ignition switch recall,

saying it deliberately hid infor-
mation by fixing ignition switch-
es without changing the part
numbers.

That caused the number of
complaints about the switches to
decline, misleading investigators,
he said.

In the House report, a key criti-
cism was that NHTSA investiga-
tors didn’t understand until after
GM began recalling cars that the
faulty switches could move to
the “accessory” position while
the car was moving, shutting off
the engine and preventing air
bags from deploying. The faulty
switches also can shut down key
systems such as power steering
and power brakes, causing crash-
es.

NHTSA’s outdated perception
of how air bag systems worked
“contributed to the years of de-
lay in identifying this defect,” the
report stated.

Congress Brings Heat to NHTSA for GM Defect Problem
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Talk about diversity.
The Warren Public Library is

hosting two early-October
events – one about the film,
“Gone with the Wind,” and one
about home beer brewing in
Michigan.

On Thursday, Oct. 2, to cele-
brate the 75th anniversary of the
release of the classic film, Kath-
leen Marcaccio will talk about its
author, Margaret Mitchell. 

Mitchell’s life after the book
was released will be covered, as
well as the impact the movie had
on popular culture. 

On Thursday,  Oct. 9, Eric
Stephenson from the Falling
Down Beer Co. of Warren will
talk about craft brewing trends
in Michigan and the difference
between craft brewing and home
brewing.

Both talks will be held in the
Civic Center library’s conference
room at 6 p.m.

Library to Host
Talks on Classic

Film, Beermaking

DETROIT (AP) – Ford is recall-
ing about 74,000 older-model
gas-electric hybrid SUVs in the
U.S. and Canada to fix a stalling
problem.

The recall covers Ford Escapes
from the 2005 through 2008 mod-
el years and Mercury Mariners
from 2006 through 2008.

The company says the coolant
pump for the hybrid system
could fail, causing electronics to
overheat. That can shut down
the engine, increasing the risk of
a crash.

Ford says in documents filed
with government safety regula-
tors that it has no reports of
crashes or injuries from the
problem.

Ford is expected to start the
recall on Oct. 27. Dealers will re-
place the coolant pump for free.

Ford is also recalling 1,290
model-year 2015 Transit vehicles
manufactured between April 3,
2014, and May 27, 2014, as brake
fluid may leak from the brake
hose/caliper junctions at the rear
of the vehicle.

Ford Recalls 2005-08 Hybrid SUVs



by Jim Stickford

Good news, parents – someone
with an art degree can make a
very good living as an automo-
tive designer.

At least, that was the message
at a special gathering of high
school students and Chrysler
designers at the Rochester
Community Schools Administra-
tive Building in Rochester on
Sept. 18.

The gathering was organized
by Diane Heath, an art teacher at
Stoney Creek High School in
Rochester and the secondary art
coordinator at Rochester
Schools.

“I’m just calling what’s going
on today, the Chrysler Event,”
Heath said. “I reached out to
Chrysler about a year ago to set
up a channel of communication
between them and the school
district.

“Last year, we had a career day
for teachers that worked out
well. Some Chrysler people
came and I showed them the
portfolios of some of my stu-
dents. They were very im-
pressed.”

Joe Dehner, head of Design for
Ram and Dodge was one of the

people who saw the portfolios.
“We were blown away by

what we saw,” Dehner said. “The
level of talent that I saw from
high school students just amazed
me.

“I told some of the students I
met with that they had more tal-
ent in their little finger than I had
in my whole body. I like to think
that I’m creative, but what I saw
showed what being creative real-
ly was.”

So, Heath said, it was suggest-
ed that maybe Chrysler come to
the school district and put on a
more formal presentation about
careers for artists in automotive
design. The result was the Sept.
18 gathering.

“This event is all about getting
the story of automotive design
before students at an earlier
age,” said Rose Roth, coordinator
of College and University Rela-
tions for Chrysler.

“Design is our world, but too
many people who might be inter-
ested in a career in design are
pushed into engineering by their
parents or by schools.

“We want people to know that
the auto industry needs artists
who can sculpt or draw on
paper or use Computer Assisted

Design (CAD) technology.”
Roth said she’s heard over and

over from auto designers that
when they were high school
students, they didn’t know there
was a career from them in
the auto industry that was
artistic. They had to hear about
it later.

In fact, Roth said, not only are
there careers in art, but schools
like Center for Creative Studies
and Lawrence Tech have summer
programs in auto design for high
school students.

“When people hear ‘auto de-
sign,’ they think math and engi-
neering,” Roth said. “It’s always
good to be good at math and
know how to use a computer, but
auto design starts with a pen and
paper.”

One of the students who has
an interest in art and in auto de-
sign is Lucia DiFranco, a junior at
Stoney Creek High School in
Rochester.

“I’ve been interested in art
since the sixth or seventh grade,”
DiFranco said. “In the beginning,
I took art classes, but I wasn’t
that good because I was too im-
patient and went too fast in my
drawing.

“I think an event like this is in-

teresting because before, I really
didn’t think of auto design as a
career choice. This event could
result in the opening of doors
that I didn’t even know existed.
It’s just nice to have someone
take the time to explain what op-
tions are available to someone
like me at my age.”

Auto designers need all kinds
of artistic skills, Dehner said.

“Car design is three-dimension-
al,” Dehner said. “Today, we use a
lot of computers, but there

comes a time when we like to see
what we’ve designed be released
off the screen and become three-
dimensional. That’s where sculp-
tors shine.

“It takes three or four years to
take a car from the first sketch to
the road. We have to think what
the future will be, what colors
and what fashions will be popu-
lar four years into the future.
That’s hard to think about and
it’s even harder to design some-
thing.”
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Chrysler’s Dave Toennies, standing, and Daren Irons with students.

Chrysler Sees Students as Future Designers

By JUSTIN PRITCHARD
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) – Comput-
er-driven cars have been testing
their skills on California roads
for more than four years – but
until now, the Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles wasn’t sure just how
many were rolling around.

That changed last week, when
the agency required self-driving
cars to be registered and issued
testing permits that let three
companies dispatch 29 vehicles
onto freeways and into neighbor-
hoods – with a human behind the
wheel in case the onboard equip-
ment makes a bad decision.

These may be the cars of the
future, but for now they repre-
sent a tiny fraction of California’s
approximately 32 million regis-
tered vehicles.

Google’s souped-up Lexus
SUVs are the biggest fleet, with
25 vehicles. Mercedes and the
Volkswagen Group of America
have two vehicles each, said
Bernard Soriano, the DMV offi-
cial overseeing the state’s “au-
tonomous vehicle” regulation-
writing process.

A “handful” of other compa-
nies are applying for permits, he
said.

The permits formally regulate
testing that already was under-
way.

Google alone is closing in on 1
million miles. The technology gi-
ant has bet heavily on the vehi-
cles, which navigate using so-
phisticated sensors and detailed
maps.

Finally, government rules are
catching up.

In 2012, the California Legisla-
ture directed the DMV to regu-
late the emerging technology.
Rules that the agency first pro-
posed in January went into effect
last week.

Among them:
• Test drivers must have a

sparkling driving record, com-
plete a training regimen and en-
roll in a program that informs
their employer if they get in an
accident or are busted for driv-
ing under the influence during
their off-hours.

• Companies must report to
the state any accidents, as well
as how many times their vehicles
unexpectedly disengage from
self-driving mode, whether due
to a failure of the technology or
because the human driver takes
over in an emergency. They also
must have insurance or other
coverage to pay for property or
personal injury claims of up to $5
million.

California passed its law after
Nevada and Florida and before
Michigan. The federal govern-
ment has not acted, and national
regulations appear to be years
away.

It’s impossible to know the
total number of self-driving cars
being tested on public roads be-
cause, unlike California and Ne-
vada, Michigan does not require
special permits to test self-dri-
ving cars on public roads.

Toyota, Chrysler, Ford and
General Motors are “all running
around here with some form of
autonomous vehicle,” said James
Fackler, assistant administrator
for the Michigan Department of
State, which registers motor ve-
hicles.

Carmakers do not need a per-
mit – manufacturer’s license
plates are enough, and those
plates can also be used on future
models or other kinds of experi-
mental cars.

Nevada has issued several test
vehicle licenses to Google, VW
and the auto supplier Continen-
tal, according to its Department
of Motor Vehicles.

Detroit 3 ‘All Running Around with
Autonomous Vehicles’ – Dept. of State

The 2015 Mustang is heading to dealerships this fall.

The new 2015 Mustang is on its
way.

And, said Ford spokesperson
Monique Brentley, it’s loaded
with innovative technologies and
delivering high levels of perform-
ance and style.

“It’s the next chapter in the life
of one of the world’s most iconic
cars,” he said.

“Ford Mustang inspires pas-
sion like no other car,” said Raj
Nair, Ford group vice president,
Global Product Development.
“The visceral look, sound and
performance of Mustang res-
onates with people, even if
they’ve never driven one.

“Mustang is definitely more
than just a car – it is the heart
and soul of Ford.”

Brentley added, “The new Mus-
tang is the first car to offer four-,
six- and eight-cylinder engines
that each produce at least 300
horsepower – a 300-horsepower
3.7-liter V6, a more powerful 435-
horsepower 5.0-liter V8, and an
all-new 310-horsepower 2.3-liter
EcoBoost engine.

“And that is exciting. Pre-order
interest in the new Mustang is
high and we’re pleased with what
we’ve heard.”

Mustang’s impact goes well be-
yond the 9-million-plus cars sold
in its 50 years of continuous pro-
duction, Nair said.

It has made thousands of ap-
pearances in film, television,
music and video games, and is
the world’s most-liked vehicle on
Facebook. For the first time ever,
Ford will bring Mustang to cus-

tomers in key parts of Europe
and Asia.

Ford has plans to build to
order, said Brentley. The new
Mustang will be available in the
fall.

Nair said the way a Mustang
looks, drives and sounds is key
to the visceral experience that
makes drivers just want to get in
the driver’s seat and hit the road.

The Mustang, he said, is the
first car to offer four-, six- and
eight-cylinder engines that
each produce at least 300 horse-
power.

With more powertrain options
to choose from, he said, there’s a
Mustang to fit any lifestyle.

The 3.7-liter V6 and upgraded
5.0-liter V8 are joined by a new
2.3-liter EcoBoost engine that
brings state-of-the-art technology
to Mustang, said Brentley.

The Mustang’s EcoBoost en-
gine uses direct injection, vari-
able cam timing and turbocharg-
ing.

A unique intake manifold and
turbocharger housing, said
Brentley, enable it to deliver “the
performance Mustang drivers ex-
pect” with 310 horsepower and
320 lb.-ft. of torque.

“This EcoBoost engine delivers
where a Mustang driver expects
it to, with a broad, flat torque
curve that pours out when you
stand on it for easy passing or
hustling down a twisty road,”
said Dave Pericak, Ford Mustang
chief engineer.

Mustang GT continues, Pericak
said, with the latest edition of the

throaty 5.0-liter V8, now featur-
ing an upgraded valvetrain and
cylinder heads that help boost
output to 435 horsepower and
400 lb.-ft. of torque.

A new intake manifold features
charge motion control valves to
partially close off port flow at
lower engine speeds. This in-
creases the air charge tumble
and swirl, said Pericak, for im-
proved air-fuel mixing resulting
in improved efficiency and idle
stability.

Several key design features de-
fine the all-new Mustang, includ-
ing:

• A lower, wider stance with a
reduction in roof height, and
wider rear fenders and track;

• The return of Mustang fast-
back with a sleeker profile en-
abled by more steeply sloped
windshield and rear glass;

• Three-dimensional, tri-bar
taillamps with sequential turn
signals;

• Contemporary execution of
the signature shark-bite front fas-
cia and trapezoidal grille.

The information and controls
an active driver needs are all
readily accessible in the aviation-
inspired cockpit, said Brentley,
which is “executed with the high-
est degree of craftsmanship ever
found in a Mustang.”

Large, clear instrumentation
puts vehicle information in front
of the driver in the roomier cab-
in, said Brentley, while improved
ergonomics and tactile switches
and knobs provide better con-
trol.

Johnson Controls was recently
recognized in the J.D. Power 2014
Seat Quality and Satisfaction
Study as the supplier providing
the highest-quality seats in three
out of seven vehicle segments –
Luxury SUV, Mass Market
Truck/Van and Mass Market Mid-
size/Large SUVs.

The company received six
awards overall, three for John-
son Controls and three for its
joint venture partners Avanzar
Interior Technologies and Bridge-
water Interiors.

“These awards demonstrate
that our team at Johnson Con-
trols is committed to providing
automakers and their customers
with the highest-quality seating
products,” said Byron Foster,
group vice president and general
manager, Customer Groups and
Strategy for Johnson Controls
Automotive Seating.

In the Luxury SUV segment,
Johnson Controls supplies the
study’s highest-ranking seats
for the Land Rover Evoque and
the Porsche Cayenne, said com-
pany spokesperson Mary Kay
Dodero.

The Evoque seats are manu-
factured at the company’s Hale-
wood, U.K., plant.

The Cayenne seats are manu-
factured at the Lozorno, Slova-
kia, plant.

Johnson Controls also ranked
highest in a tie in the Mass Mar-
ket Truck/Van segment with
seats for the Ford F-150 Light
Duty and the F-250/350 Super
Duty trucks.

The seats for the Ford F-
250/350 trucks – which were
highest in segment two years in a
row, tied in 2014 – are made at
Johnson Controls’ Shelbyville,
Ky., plant.

The seats for the Toyota Taco-
ma and Tundra tied for highest in
segment and are manufactured
by Avanzar, a Johnson Controls
joint venture in San Antonio.

The Ford F-150 seats are manu-
factured by plants in both River-
side, Mo., and Bridgewater Interi-
ors, a Johnson Controls joint
venture, in Warren.

The Ram 2500/3500 seats, man-
ufactured in Derramadero, Mexi-
co, placed fourth and fifth

In the Mass Market
Midsize/Large SUV segment,
Johnson Controls ranked highest
in the segment for Honda Pilot
seats manufactured by Bridgewa-
ter Interiors in Oxford, Ala.

The 2014 J.D. Power Seat
Quality and Satisfaction Study
provides car manufacturers and
suppliers with quality and satis-
faction information related to
seating systems.

Johnson Controls Gets Honored for Seats

Ford Uses Best Tech for New 2015 Mustang
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Wally Edgar
Chevrolet Employee HQ

Be treated with the respect you deserve.
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE & the Best Deal PERIOD!!

Wally Edgar
Chevrolet

Located right o!
I-75 onM-24,

2minutes N. of the
Palace of Auburn Hills

1-866-906-0279

JAY CHAISER x117
Fax: 248-391-0189
Cell: 248-821-8026
Email:
jchaiser@wallyedgar.com

SalesHours:
Mon. - Thur. 8:00am-8:00pm
Fri. 8:00am-6:00pm
Sat. 9:30am-3:00pm
Sun. Closed

CHEVY DEALER CODE 44085

www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com

w
w
w
.w
al
ly
ed
g
ar
.c
o
m
•
w
w
w
.w
al
ly
ed
g
ar
.c
o
m
•
w
w
w
.w
al
ly
ed
g
ar
.c
o
m
•
w
w
w
.w
al
ly
ed
g
ar
.c
o
m
•
w
w
w
.w
al
ly
ed
g
ar
.c
o
m
•
w
w
w
.w
al
ly
ed
g
ar
.c
o
m
•
w
w
w
.w
al
ly
ed
g
ar
.c
o
m
•
w
w
w
.w
al
ly
ed
g
ar
.c
o
m
•
w
w
w
.w
al
ly
ed
g
ar
.c
o
m

www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com

w
w
w
.w
allyed

g
ar.co

m
•
w
w
w
.w
allyed

g
ar.co

m
•
w
w
w
.w
allyed

g
ar.co

m
•
w
w
w
.w
allyed

g
ar.co

m
•
w
w
w
.w
allyed

g
ar.co

m
•
w
w
w
.w
allyed

g
ar.co

m
•
w
w
w
.w
allyed

g
ar.co

m
•
w
w
w
.w
allyed

g
ar.co

m
•
w
w
w
.w
allyed

g
ar.co

m

Make us your Michigan P.E.P. Car Connection

• All sale prices at GM Employee Discount Price, plus tax, title, plate and doc. fees. All rebates including USAA Private Offer assigned to dealer.
Due to advertising deadline, prices subject to changE.

2014 SONIC 5DR
– SALE PRICE –

$12,697*

2013 CAMARO LT COUPE
– SALE PRICE –

$17,998*

MSRP $27,590

2014 SPARK
– SALE PRICE –

$12,525*

NEW

Jeff Caul
586-274-0396
PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL:
JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

buff whelan chevrolet
WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!

Van Dyke • South of 18 Mile • Sterling Heights

☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!

☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!
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*See dealer for details. All Rebates/Incentives have been deducted from sale price/payment and are subject to change by manufacturer
without notice. GM Employee discount required unless otherwise noted. All leases include GM Lease Loyalty unless otherwise noted.
Silverado lease assumes that you have a 1999 or newer trade in. All lease payments are based on 10,000 miles per year. 1st payment, tax,
title and plate fee due at signing on all leases. All programs expire 09-30-14.

CONVENIENT HOURS:
Mon. & Thurs.

8:30 am – 9 pm
Tues., Wed., Fri.

8:30 am – 6:30 pm
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18 MILE RD.

SINCE
1989

Touchscreen Radio, Back-Up Camera, Remote Start,
Deep Tinted Glass, Aluminum Wheels, WI-FI,
Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors & More…
36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

Stk.#50364

2015 EQUINOX 1LT

No Security Deposit Required

Stk.#45163

2014 SILVERADO 1LT
NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT
REQUIRED

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT
REQUIRED

All Star Package, Remote Start, Back-Up Camera,
Auto A/C, 18” Wheels, Trailer Package,
Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors & More…
36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

No Security Deposit Required

OVER 1,000
New Chevrolets in Stock!

WE GUARANTEE THEWE GUARANTEE THE
LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREELOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREE☺☺

586-274-0396
Stk.#44050

2014 CRUZE 1LT

1.4L Ecotec Turbo
6 Speed Automatic & More…

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

$139*+Tax with$0 Down
No Security Deposit Required

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT
REQUIRED

Deals Make the
Difference Every Day

at

buff whelan
chevrolet

$279*+Tax with$0 Down

$235*+Tax with$0 Down

DBL DOOR
4X4

Chevrolet’s effort to demon-
strate all things are possible
through play has reached a mile-
stone with its donation of the 1
millionth One World Futbol.

The futbol was among 50 deliv-
ered last week to the Mabu-a-tlou
girls’ primary school in Hamman-
skraal, South Africa.

The delivery took place during
the unveiling of the Mabu-A-Tlou
Lebala La Metshameko pitch,
which Chevrolet revitalized to
enable the Hammanskraal Girls
Soccer program and surrounding
community to enjoy greater par-
ticipation in football.

“For Chevrolet, it’s not just
about what the One World Futbol
is, but what the ball enables us to
do,” said Tim Mahoney, chief
marketing officer, Global Chevro-
let.

“The donation of the millionth
ball is a tremendous milestone in
our effort to help children every-
where realize that through play,
all things are possible.”

As founding sponsor of the
One World Futbol Project,
Chevrolet in 2012 committed to
donate 1.5 million Chevrolet-
branded One World Futbols over
three years. The balls are distrib-
uted to programs and schools in
war-stricken zones, refugee
camps, disaster areas and other
disadvantaged communities
worldwide through a broad net-
work of organizations that use
sport and play to teach conflict
resolution, gender equality,
health awareness and other es-
sential life skills.

Chevrolet-branded One World
Futbols have been delivered
to more than 60 countries and
have brought the possibility of
play to more than 26 million
youth in Africa, Asia, the Americ-
as and Europe, including:

• 22,000 One World Futbols in
Colombia are teaching children
to use play as a way to overcome
or find relief from life’s daily chal-
lenges.

• 5,000 balls donated in Thai-
land have brought the power
of play to orphanages and
schools in the most rural regions
of a country where seven out
of every 100 Thai children do
not have parents to care for
them.

• 250 balls in the United States
helped transform a Chicago
neighborhood associated with
gang culture into a place where
children can play and learn valu-
able life skills.

• Just 10 balls are helping girls
find their voices in the most re-
mote areas of Kenya, where
women have few rights.

• And two balls helped those
who lost limbs in the brutal civil
war in Sierra Leone find hope,

courage and joy – and feel like
heroes when they play.

Chevrolet executives were
joined in South Africa by One
World Futbol Project founders
Tim Jahnigen and Lisa Tarver,
Manchester United legend Gary
Bailey, South Africa’s Chevrolet
Brand Manager Tim Hendon,
founder and former principal of
Mabu-a-tlou primary school
Phyllis Moletsane, local digni-
taries and schoolchildren.

The ultra-durable One World
Futbol represents a break-
through in technology for a
recreational, multi-sport ball, as
it never goes flat, even when
punctured multiple times, and
will last for years in the harshest
play environments.

Delivery of the millionth One
World Futbol and the unveiling of
the Mabu-A-Tlou Lebala La Met-
shameko pitch are part of
Chevrolet’s global “What Do You
#PlayFor?” campaign, launched
in March to bring football fans
closer to the sport.

Chevy Donates 1 Millionth One World Futbol

Moletsane, left, and Hendon open pitch for 1 millionth ball delivery.

2015 Corvette ZO6 with ZO7 performance package

Chevrolet has donated a 2015
Chevrolet Corvette Z06 and Ron
Fellows Performance Driving
School Experience to this year’s
Cattle Baron’s Ball Auction on
the evening of Saturday, Sept. 27,
at Cobo Center.

Since 2003, the American Can-
cer Society’s Cattle Baron’s Ball
has enjoyed record-breaking suc-
cess and is recognized as one of
the most distinctive charitable
events in Metro Detroit, said
American Cancer Society
spokesperson Amanda Bosherz.

Guests of Cattle Baron’s Ball
enjoy a Western-themed event
with live entertainment, cuisine
provided by Detroit eateries,
dancing, a high-end live and
silent auction, and other special
attractions.

This year’s event will feature a
performance by Grammy-nomi-
nated country singer Will Hoge.

The Corvette that will be auc-
tioned is a ZO6 that has the Z07
performance package.The top
bidder will choose the car color
from a list of available color op-
tions.

In addition, the top bidder will
receive a two-day Advanced
Driving Experience at the Ron
Fellows Performance Driving

School at Spring Mountain Motor
Resort and Country Club in Ne-
vada. The experience will in-
clude ground transportation,
one-night accommodations and
one-on-one instruction from
champion Corvette driver Ron
Fellows.

The winning bidder will have
the option of taking delivery of
the vehicle at the Ron Fellows
Driving School, the national
Corvette Museum in Bowling
Green, Ky., or from a local dealer.

The donation will support
American Cancer Society re-
search, programs and services
for cancer survivors and their
loved ones throughout Metro De-
troit and beyond.

“The 2015 Corvette Z06 raises
the bar for American sports cars
and we hope that this vehicle
helps raise a lot of money for the
American Cancer Society,” said
Tim Mahoney, Global Chevrolet’s
chief marketing officer.

For those unable to attend the
Ball in person, the Society will be
offering the opportunity for call-
in bids during the live auction.
For more information about bid-
ding via phone for the live auc-
tion, call Julie Strzyzewski at 248-
663-3478.

Cattle Baron’s Ball Auction
To Feature 2015 ’Vette Z06
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CADILLAC A Prestige Automotive
Group Company

Showroom Hours: Mon. & Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-8 p.m. • Tue., Wed., & Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

8333 EAST 11 MILE ROAD • I-696 & VAN DYKE • 888-548-8939
Visit our website: www.PrestigeCadillac.com for all our specials
* Tax, title, license and dealer fees extra. No security deposit required. 30,000 miles with approved lease. Mileage charge of $.25 per mile over 30,000 miles.

Lessee pays for excess wear and tear charges. All applicable rebates to dealer. Photo may not represent actual vehicle. ATS, CTS, XTS & ELR
must show proof of current lease of a 2004 or newer GM vehicle and lease eligible new 2014 Cadillac. 0% up to 60 months on approved credit on all 2014 except ELR & Escalades.

See dealer for details. Take delivery by 10/31/14.

KELVIN TUFT
Sales & Leasing Consultant • 30 years experience

CADILLAC
Download our app

for additonal savings

2014 XTS FWD
SEDAN STANDARD
COLLECTION

$1,695 due at signing plus tax, title, plate & doc.
No sec. deposit. Must document current lease of 2004 or newer GM vehicle.

39 MO. LEASE

EVERYONE

FRIENDS & FAMILY

EMPLOYEE

MSRP $45,525
$459
$449
$419

2015 SRX FWD
CROSSOVER STANDARD

$2,700 due at signing plus tax, title, plate & doc. No sec. deposit required.

39 MO. LEASE

EVERYONE

FRIENDS & FAMILY

EMPLOYEE

MSRP $38,600
$547
$493
$329

Prestige Automotive
Proudly Presents
Complimentary

JAZZ CONCERTS!
Every Thursday Night

7-10PM during the summer
at Roberts Riverwalk Hotel

www.prestigejazzontheriverwalk.com

2014 ELR COUPE
STANDARD

$1,059 due at signing with Lease Loyalty, plus 1st payment, tax, title, plates & doc.
No sec. deposit required. Must document current lease of 2004 or newer GM vehicle

36 MO. LEASE

EMPLOYEE

10K MILES PER YEAR
$499

00%%
IInncclluuddeess CCaaddiillllaacc PPrreemmiiuumm CCaarree MMaaiinntteennaannccee ffoorr 44 YYeeaarrss oorr 5500,,000000 MMiilleess11

UUPP TTOO
6600 MMOOSS..**

2014 CTS 3.6 AWD
LUXURY DEMO
3.6 LITER
WHITE DIAMOND PREMIUM PAINT
SUNROOF
HEATED SEATS

$0 due at signing plus tax, title, plate & doc. CTS to CTS Loyalty. 
No sec. deposit required. Must document current lease of 2004 or newer GM vehicle.

36 MO. LEASE

EVERYONE

FRIENDS & FAMILY

EMPLOYEE

MSRP $59,060
$517
$504
$437

2014 ATS 2.0 AWD 
COURTESY CAR

SUNROOF
HEATED SEATS

GM to GM Loyalty. $900 due at signing plus tax, title, plate & doc. 
No sec. deposit required. Must document current lease of 2004 or newer GM vehicle.

36 MO. LEASE

EVERYONE

FRIENDS & FAMILY

EMPLOYEE

MSRP $39,660
$299
$293
$249

#42333 #21552#44296

475 SUMMIT DRIVE • 248-292-2502 • 5825 HIGHLAND RD. (M59) • WATERFORD

CALL
BRUCE LITVIN
– 24/7 & 365 –

40 YEARS
OF QUALITY SERVICE

CELL # 1-586-405-5175
blitvin@lunghamer.com

1-888-665-5438

Lease is 10K per year. Payment is plus Tax, Title, Doc and Plate Fees. First month payment due at signing.
Payment is based On GMS pricing with approved credit on select lender.

Must have GM lease in household.

SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR
IISS HHEERREE
CCAALLLL FFOORR

GGRREEAATT
PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS
&& PPRRIICCEESS
FFRROOMM
BBRRUUCCEE

‘14 CHEVROLET CRUZE LT

36 month lease 0 down----No security deposit

$139*
mo

An artist’s rendering of the planned Cadillac LaSalle Museum

The Gilmore Car Museum will
celebrate the Grand Opening of
the new Cadillac-LaSalle Club
Museum and Research Center on
Sunday, Sept. 28.

Located on the grounds of the
Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory
Corners, near Kalamazoo, this
10,000-square-foot building is
dedicated to maintaining and ex-
hibiting collectible Cadillacs and
LaSalles.

The focus of the new museum
and research center is to protect,
promote and share the history of
these premier automobiles as
well as their impact in the United
States and worldwide over the
past 100-plus years, said muse-
um spokesperson Brittany R.
Williams.

LaSalle was introduced in 1927
to fill the price gap between
Buick and Cadillac, and was pro-
duced through 1940. The marque
is credited with moving General
Motors’ styling away from engi-
neering and creating its own de-
partment – the “Art and Colour
Design Studio” headed by Harley
Earl.

The Cadillac & LaSalle Club
was established in 1958 to en-
courage the preservation of early
Cadillacs and LaSalles. Then in
1995, determined to preserve the

Cadillac legacy, several members
of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club
founded the Cadillac-LaSalle
Club Museum and Research Cen-
ter (CLCMRC) and the process of
site selection, building designs,
and fundraising began.

“After an exhaustive survey of
potential museum partners across
the country, we are pleased to be
joining the Gilmore Car Museum,”
said Paul Ayres, president of the
CLCMRC. “The Gilmore is rapidly
becoming the nation’s premier
auto museum.”

The new 10,000-square-foot mu-
seum structure is modeled after
a 1948 dealership design from the
pages of the General Motors book,
“Planning Automobile Dealer
Properties,” of that year.

The new museum will be un-
veiled Sunday, Sept. 28, at 2 p.m.
as part of the Museum’s Dedica-
tion Ceremony when the public
will be welcomed inside for the
first time.

Michael Spezia, executive di-
rector of the Gilmore Car Muse-
um, said, “With the addition of
the Cadillac-LaSalle Museum to
the Gilmore campus, we now be-
come one of the more unique his-
toric destinations, not just within
the car-collecting hobby but with
the general public as well.”

Cadillac-LaSalle Club Will
Open at Gilmore Museum



A new material has been devel-
oped that lowers specific gravity
without sacrificing other neces-
sary design elements for automo-
tive manufacturing.

The material, Tough Class
A Ultra Lite, a 1.2 specific
gravity (SPg) SMC formulation
introduced by Continental
Structural Plastics, provides
engineers the ability to design
with lower specific gravity
without sacrificing mechanical
properties, surface qualities and
adhesion requirements, said
Continental spokesperson Kim
Zitny.

This material is already ap-
proved by major automotive
OEMs and is programmed for a
production vehicle beginning in
January 2015, Zitny said.

Depending on the body com-
ponent being developed, design
studies have shown that CSP Ul-
tra Lite offers a weight savings of
up to 21 percent over the compa-
ny’s mid-density TCA Lite (1.6
SPg), and 35 percent over its in-
dustry-proven standard TCA ma-
terial (1.9 SPg).

CSP’s complete lineup of TCA
materials offers OEMs an array of
weight-savings options to meet
their most demanding design
challenges, said Zitny.

“We have developed a patent-
ed technology that enables us to

achieve superior weight savings
without experiencing any degra-
dation of mechanical proper-
ties,” explained CSP Chairman
and CEO Frank Macher.

“TCA Ultra Lite is an affordable
alternative to aluminum, and
offers engineers all of the ad-
vantages that come with using
SMC instead of metal in body de-
sign.

“The fact that we are seeing
no degradation of mechanical
properties means lighter parts
do not have to be made thicker,
or incorporate structural
reinforcements, to maintain
the desired performance qual-
ities.”

Specifically, Ultra Lite tech-
nology uses treated glass bub-
bles to replace some of the
CaCO3, allowing the resin to
adhere to the matrix and in-
crease the interfacial strength

between the bubble and the
resin.

This is a patented treatment
technology that results in a more
robust resin mix that makes
molded parts more resistant to
handling damage, and prevents
the micro-cracks that cause paint
pops, pits and blistering, Macher
said.

The treated bubbles also help
with paint adhesion and bonding
characteristics.

When combined with CSP’s
patented vacuum and bonding
manufacturing processes, the re-
sult is a material that comes with
a premium Class A finish with
paint and gloss qualities compa-
rable to metals, including alu-
minum.

Continental Structural Plastics
manufactures lightweight com-
posite solutions for the auto in-
dustry.
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ED RINKE We Are Professional Grade

BELOW GM PRICING SALE • 0% UP TO 72 MONTHS ON MOST 2014 MODELS

LEASE PULLAHEAD AVAILABLE FOR LEASES ENDING BETWEEN NOW AND NOVEMBER 30TH.

NEWSILVERADO

PURCHASE
FOR

$32,890*
LEASE FOR
36 MONTHS
$285*

$999DOWN

2014

NEWSILVERADO

PURCHASE
FOR

$29,284*
LEASE FOR
24 MONTHS
$157*

$999DOWN

2014

NEWCRUZE

PURCHASE
FOR

$15,775*
LEASE
FOR

$78*
$999DOWN

2014

NEWMALIBU

PURCHASE
FOR

$18,995*
LEASE
FOR

$135*
$999DOWN

2014

WE NEED YOUR TRADE-IN...MINIMUM $3500 FOR YOUR TRADE-IN GUARANTEED

SERVICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 6:30am-9:00pm; Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 6:30am-6:00pm • Shuttle at 6:30am - Pick-up Both Ways • All Day starting at 6:30am.

$2395
Fluid Level,

Brake & Alignment Check Included.

Open Mondays & Thursdays until 8:30pm

We use Genuine GM Oil & Filter
No additional or hidden charges.
Out the door pricing.

Quick Oil Change EXPRESS
LANELUBE OIL FILTER

Excludes synthetic, Diesel & Med. Duty Trucks.
Most GM cars & trucks. One coupon per customer. Must
present coupon with order. Plus tax. Expires 9-30-14.

Up to 5 qts.

BODY SHOP
586-754-7000

ext 1231

INSURANCE
WRECK

AMENDED

WE REPAIR
ALL MAKES
& MODELS FREE OIL CHANGE

With Each Major Repair

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE
During Scheduled Repairs

GM SERVICE CENTER
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST

•SERVICE DEPT. •PARTS •BODY SHOP

866-452-1547
26125 Van Dyke @ 101/2 Mile

Center Line, MI 48015

EDRINKE • FAST • FRIENDLY • DISCOUNTS

VISIT OUR

QUICK LANE

NEWVERANO

PURCHASE
FOR

$19,835*
LEASE
FOR

$105*
$999DOWN

2014

NEWSIERRA

PURCHASE FOR
$29,189*

LEASE
FOR

$165*
$999DOWN

2014

NEWLACROSSE

PURCHASE
FOR

$25,325*
LEASE
FOR

$121*
$999DOWN

2014

NEWENCORE

PURCHASE
FOR

$20,995*
LEASE
FOR

$120*
$$999DOWN

2014

NEWTERRAIN

PURCHASE
FOR

$22,359*
LEASE
FOR

$120*
$999DOWN

2014

NEWENCLAVE

PURCHASE
FOR

$33,755*
LEASE
FOR

$255*
$999DOWN

2014

NEWYUKON

PURCHASE
FOR

$41,995*
LEASE
FOR

$292*
$999DOWN

2015

NEWACADIA

PURCHASE
FOR

$30,175*
LEASE
FOR

$218*
$999DOWN

2015

See us for your GM employee purchases.

1-877-451-7707
26125 Van Dyke at 101/2 Mile Rd.

Visit our website: edrinke.com
SHOWROOM HOURS: Mon. & Thurs. 8:30am-9:00pm; Tues., Wed., & Fri. 8:30am-6:00pm

All prices & payments include GM rebates. Picturesmay not represent actual vehicle. Prices subject to change per GM incentives. Prices and payments are inclusive of ac-
tiveGMEmployeeDiscount (Unlessotherwisestated). Leasesare36months,10,000milesperyearw/approvedSTiercreditw/$999dueatsigning,(unlessotherwisenoted).
Traverse, Equinox, Impala, Camaro, Silverado Crew, and Cruze leases are 24month terms. Prices & payments are plus tax, title, and plate fees with acquisition fee up front.
Refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to bedeterminedby lender. GMEmployeediscount to everyone valid on certainmodels. $3500 trade-in is valid on
2004 or newer vehicleswith under 115kmiles in drivable condition,no branded titles, see sales person for details. **Certain restrictionsmay apply, see dealer for complete
details. Expiration Date – 9/30/2014

Nicole
Dodge

nhuminski@edrinke.com

Jim
Pfeifle

jpfeifle@edrinke.com

Find Us on
FACEBOOK

NO DOC
FEES

Dennis
Thacker

dthacker@edrinke.com

Paul
Makowski

pmakowski@edrinke.com

See us for your GM employee purchases.

1-866-452-1300
26125 Van Dyke at 101/2 Mile Rd.

Visit our website: edrinke.com
SHOWROOM HOURS: Mon. & Thurs. 8:30am-9:00pm; Tues., Wed., & Fri. 8:30am-6:00pm

All prices&payments includeGMrebates.Picturesmaynot representactual vehicle.Pricessubject tochangeperGMincentives.Pricesandpaymentsare inclusiveofactiveGMEmployee
Discount (Unlessotherwise stated). Leasesare36months,10,000milesper yearw/approvedSTier creditw/$999dueat signing, (unlessotherwisenoted).Verano,Lacrosse,Encore,Ter-
rain,Acadia,YukonXL,andSierra leasesare24month terms.Prices&paymentsareplus tax, title,andplate feeswithacquisition feeup front. Refundable security deposit requiredoncer-
tain vehicles– tobedeterminedby lender. GMEmployeediscount toeveryonevalidoncertainmodels.Mustqualify forConquest or leaseLoyalty. $3500 trade-in is valid on2004ornewer
vehicleswithunder115kmiles indrivablecondition,nobrandedtitles,seesalespersonfordetails. **Certain restrictionsmayapply,seedealer forcompletedetails.ExpirationDate–9/30/2014

NEWTRAVERSE

PURCHASE
FOR

$27,965*
LEASE
FOR

$225*
$999DOWN

2015

NEWEQUINOX

PURCHASE
FOR

$20,695*
LEASE
FOR

$135*
$999DOWN

2014

NEWCAMARO

PURCHASE
FOR

$21,559*
LEASE
FOR

$175*
$999DOWN

2014

NEW IMPALA

LEASE
FOR

$156*
$999DOWN

2014

DBL. CAB
4X4

DBL. CAB
4X4

CREW
CAB
4X4

Now looking for experienced salespeople to join our team!

PURCHASE
FOR

$24,599*

SLE

WE DO HOUSE CALLS OR COME SEE US…
Before You Trade-In or Sell Your Car

Buyer & Seller of Clean Vehicles Since 1975!

248.332.8326
1153 Baldwin Rd • Pontiac • www.jimdouglasautosales.com

You’ll Get Your Tax Break
Plus 100’s if not 1,000’s More

Continental’s Ultra Lite New Weight Saver

The first-ever national champi-
onships to determine who will
represent their country at the
World Robot Olympiad (WRO)
will be held Saturday, Sept. 27, at
Lawrence Technological Univer-
sity.

The competition will be held
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at LTU’s
Don Ridler Field House in South-
field. The public is invited, and
admission is free, said school
spokesperson Eric Pope.

The Olympiad started in Singa-
pore in 2004. This year, nearly
20,000 middle school and high
school teams from 49 countries
are participating.

The winning teams from each
country are invited to attend the
World Robot Olympiad to com-
pete for gold, silver and bronze
medals.

The international competition
is scheduled to be held in the
Olympic city at Sochi in Russia
Nov. 21-23. The event will be or-
ganized by three government
agencies of the Russian Federa-
tion, and participants will stay in
the Olympic Village hotels and
apartments.

Military conflict in eastern
Ukraine threatens to overshad-
ow this year’s WRO, and the U.S.
State Department travel adviso-
ry for Russia covers territory
just a few hundred miles from
Sochi, Pope said.

This first WRO national com-
petition has attracted teams
from such states as California,
Oregon, Texas, New York, Illinois
and Michigan.

WRO differs from many other
robotics competitions because
the winners at this event will
represent the United States in in-
ternational competition, Pope
said.

“Being selected to represent
your country really means some-
thing, and the American teams
will be competing against the
best teams from around the
world,” LTU Professor C.J. Chung
said.

“Robotics is a game changer in
many fields, including education,
since it provides a true interdis-
ciplinary hands-on STEM learn-
ing environment. Our country
needs many more people with
technology knowledge and skills,
and student competitions like
the WRO can help us achieve
that goal.”

Lawrence Tech
To Host World

Robot Olympiad
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have access to a unique offering
under one roof and employees
from ZF and TRW will enjoy en-
hancements that result from the
combined organization.

“TRW stockholders will re-
ceive an attractive valuation and
our own shareholders – the Zep-
pelin and Ulderup foundations –
will benefit from improved future
prospects and diversification of
the combined company.

“Further, this is an acquisition
in the spirit of a partnership. We
look forward to welcoming
TRW’s employees to our compa-
ny and are committed to work-
ing closely with them to realize
the potential of this exciting
combination.

“The Detroit metro area will
remain a major business center
for the company, and we expect
employees from both companies
to benefit from the enhanced ca-
reer opportunities at a larger,
more diversified company.”

Hanley said the deal with ZF
was just one move recently
made by TRW.

Earlier in September, the com-
pany sold its engine components
division to Federal-Mogul out of
Southfield.

The TRW engine valve busi-
ness employs 5,400 people in 12
countries. The Federal-Mogul
transaction is expected to close
in the first quarter of 2015.

“We are very pleased to bring
TRW’s engine valve business in-
to Federal-Mogul Powertrain as
it will add a completely new
product line to our portfolio,
strengthen our market position
as a leading developer and sup-
plier of core components for en-
gines, and enhance our ability to
support our customers to im-
prove fuel economy and reduce
emissions,” said Rainer Jueck-
stock, Co-CEO, Federal-Mogul
Holdings Corporation and CEO,
Powertrain.

Federal-Mogul was founded in
Detroit in 1899 and maintains its
worldwide headquarters in
Southfield. The company em-
ploys more than 45,000 people in
34 countries.

“It’s too early to comment on
the ZF deal,” Hanley said. “But I
will say that this combined com-
pany has a great future based on
its combined innovation portfo-
lio and global reach.”

Hanley said that TRW has also
been in the Chinese market for
about 20 years.

“We just added our latest tech
center in China,” Hanley said.
“So we’re ahead of the pack
when it comes to having a foot-
print in China.”

The transaction will be fi-
nanced through a combination
of ZF cash on hand, as well as
debt financing that has been
committed by Citi and Deutsche
Bank pursuant to a fully execut-
ed credit agreement, Hanley
said.

The transaction is expected to
close in the first half of 2015.

ZF Buys TRW
For Estimated
$13.5 Billion

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

LANSING, Mich. (AP) – A task
force established by Secretary of
State Ruth Johnson is recom-
mending proposals to crack
down on auto insurance fraud.

One proposal outlined Sept. 17
is to create an authority to at-
tack and prosecute fraudulent
auto insurance activity. Another
calls for the secretary of state’s
office to share insurers’ electron-
ic verification information with
police for use in traffic stops and
accident responses.

Johnson says some drivers
knowingly buy bad insurance
but others buy fraudulent poli-
cies and believe they’re covered.

State Looking at
Insurance Fraud
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