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Feds Study Car-to-Car Warning Requirement

WASHINGTON (AP) - Your car
might see a deadly crash coming
even if you don’t, the govern-
ment says, indicating it will re-
quire automakers to equip new
vehicles with technology that
lets cars warn each other if
they’re plunging toward peril.

The action, still some years off,
has “game-changing potential” to
cut collisions, deaths and in-
juries, federal transportation offi-
cials said at a news conference
Feb. 3.

A radio signal would continual-
ly transmit a vehicle’s position,
heading, speed and other infor-
mation. Cars and light trucks
would receive the same informa-
tion back from other cars, and a
vehicle’s computer would alert
its driver to an impending colli-
sion. Alerts could be a flashing
message, an audible warning, or
a driver’s seat that rumbles.
Some systems might even auto-
matically brake to avoid an acci-
dent if manufacturers choose to
include that option.

Your car would “see” when an-
other car or truck equipped with
the same technology was about
to run a red light, even if that ve-
hicle was hidden around a cor-
ner. Your car would also know
when a car several vehicles
ahead in a line of traffic had
made a sudden stop and alert
you even before you saw brake
lights. The technology works up
to about 300 yards.

If communities choose to in-
vest in the technology, roadways
and traffic lights could start talk-
ing to cars, too, sending warn-
ings of traffic congestion or road
hazards ahead in time for drivers
to take a detour.

The technology is separate
from automated safety features
using sensors and radar that are
already being built into some
high-end vehicles today and
which are seen as the basis for
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future self-driving cars. But gov-
ernment and industry officials
see the two technologies as com-
patible. If continuous conversa-
tions between cars make driving
safer, then self-driving cars will
become safer as well.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, which has
been working with automakers
on the technology for the past
decade, estimates vehicle-to-
vehicle communications could
prevent up to 80 percent of acci-
dents that don’t involve drunken
drivers or mechanical failure.

Crashes involving a driver with
a blood alcohol content of .08 or
higher accounted for nearly a
third of the 33,500 traffic fatali-
ties in the U.S. in 2012, according
to the safety agency.

The technology represents the
start of a new era in automotive
safety in which the focus is “to
prevent crashes in the first
place,” as compared with previ-
ous efforts to ensure accidents
are survivable, said David Fried-
man, the head of the agency. No
orders to automakers are immi-
nent, officials said.

After an agency report, the
public and carmakers will have
90 days to comment, then regula-
tors will begin drafting a propos-
al, and that process could take
months to years. But Transporta-
tion Secretary Anthony Foxx said
it is his intention to issue the pro-
posal before President Barack
Obama leaves office.

“It will change driving as we
know it over time,” said Scott
Belcher, president and CEO of
the Intelligent Transportation So-
ciety of America. “Automobile
makers will rethink how they de-
sign and construct cars because
they will no longer be construct-
ing cars to survive a crash, but
building them to avoid a crash.”

Government officials declined
to give an estimate for how much
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1.4L Turbo = Aluminum Wheels
Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors = Cruise = Tilt
OnStar * XM Radio & More...

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles
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the technology would increase
the price of a new car, but the
transportation society estimates
it would cost about $100 to $200
per vehicle. Automakers are en-
thusiastic  about vehicle-to-
vehicle technology but feel there
are important technical, security
and privacy questions that need
to be worked out first, said Gloria
Bergquist, vice president of the
Alliance of Automobile Manufac-
turers.

The technology “may well play
a larger role in future road safety,
but many pieces of a large puzzle
still need to fit together,” she
said.

The technology the govern-
ment is contemplating contains
several layers of security and pri-
vacy protection to ensure the in-
formation exchanged between
vehicles doesn’t identify them
but merely contains basic safety
data, officials said.

The safety benefits can’t be
achieved until there is a critical
mass of cars and trucks on the
road using the technology. It
takes many years to turn over
the nation’s entire vehicle fleet,
but the technology could start
preventing accidents before that.

Safety benefits can be seen
with as few at 7 to 10 percent of
vehicles in a given area similarly
equipped, said Paul Feenstra, a
spokesman for the transporta-
tion society, an umbrella organi-
zation for the research and de-
velopment of new transportation
technologies.

There may be another way to
speed things up. About 45 per-
cent of drivers use smartphones.
If smartphones, which already
have GPS, came equipped with a
radio chip, they could be used to
retrofit vehicles on the road so
they could talk to each other.
That could make it possible to
achieve a 50 percent market pen-
etration in less than five years.
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36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles
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*See dealer for details. All Rebates/Incentives have been deducted from sale price/payment and are subject to change by manufacturer without
notice. GM Employee discount required except where noted . GM Loyalty is included on all lease payments. All leases are 10,000miles per year
+ 1st payment, tax, title and plate fee due at signing unless otherwise noted. Offers expire 2-28-14.

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.
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Lease for 36 months

All payments plus tax, lisc. transfer and dealer doc fee. No security deposit required.
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Must have 1999 or newer GM vehicle in household
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JAY CHAISER x117
Fax: 248-391-0189
Cell: 248-821-8026
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Sales Hours:

Mon. - Thur. 8:00 am - 8:00 pm

Fri. 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Sat. 9:30 am - 3:00 pm « Sun. Closed

CHEVY DEALER CODE 44085

36 MONTH - 10K LEASE
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36 MONTH - 10K LEASE
$999 DOWN

*Lease payment examples based on GM Employee Discount price plus tax, fifle, plate and first month payment (except Cruze) due at sign-
ing with all rebates including owner loyalty assigned to dealer. Lesse responsible for excess ware and tear as well as exceeding contracted
milage. Security deposit may be required by lender. Due fo advertising deadlines, price subject to change,

1-866-906-0279
Wally €dgar
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Located right off
I-75 on M-24,
2 minutes N. of the
Palace of Auburn Hills
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