
The General Motors Founda-
tion is making a quality pre-
school education possible for
256 children in Detroit’s most
challenged neighborhoods.

Foundation spokesperson
Maria Mainville said the GM arm
is making a $500,000 grant in sup-
port of the Education Achieve-
ment Authority (EAA) of Michi-
gan.

“Early education is a critical
factor in the long-term success of
our children,” said EAA Chancel-
lor John Covington. “This very
generous gift from the GM Foun-
dation will make a huge differ-
ence in the lives of our children,
and we are very grateful for the
support.”

Established in 2011, the EAA
took over and is turning around
15 persistently failing schools in
Detroit, Mainville said.

The GM Foundation funding
enabled the EAA to expand its
reach into early learning and cre-
ate 16 new “GM Foundation Early
Learning Classrooms” within the
following six Detroit elementary
schools:

• Nolan Elementary-Middle,
1150 E. Lantz St. – five class-
rooms;

• Law Academy, 19490 Carrie
St. – three classrooms;

• Burns Elementary, 14350
Terry St. – two classrooms;

• Mary McLeod Bethune Ele-
mentary, 8145 Puritan St. – two
classrooms;

• Brenda Scott Academy for
Theatre Arts, 18440 Hoover St. –
two classrooms;

• Phoenix Multicultural Acad-
emy, 7735 Lane St. – two class-
rooms.

The 16 classrooms each com-
prise 16 students, one teacher
and one paraprofessional,
Mainville said. Each student in

the program is now in class four
full days each week.

Fridays are reserved for parent
conferences and home visits to
give students and families criti-
cal support.

The Michigan Department of
Education’s Great Start readiness
program is funding staffing for 12
of the 16 classrooms, and the
EAA has requested staffing for
the four additional rooms.

Mainville said, according to
United Way for Southeastern
Michigan, Detroit has an estimat-
ed population of 738,223, with
51,872 children ages 4 and under.
It is estimated that 41,093 of
these children are from families
of high need.

Of the 222,655 children age 3
or older enrolled in school, 5.3
percent attend nursery or pre-
school and 4.8 percent attend
kindergarten.

The unemployment rate
among adults is 26.4 percent,
well above the statewide rate of
12.3 percent. The mean family
income of $39,327 is notably
below the state average of
$64,478.

Only one in 20 Detroit children
evaluated, or 5.3 percent, scored
in the 75th percentile on all five
scales of the Early Development
Instrument, and 16.3 percent
scored in the 75th percentile on
four or more scales – the key
benchmark associated with over-
all kindergarten readiness,
Mainville said.

“Given these facts, it is impera-
tive that we continue our work
with the Education Achievement
Authority, United Way and educa-
tors to do all we can to reverse
this startling trend,” said GM
Foundation President Vivian
Pickard.

“We are determined to reach

students at their earliest years to
be sure they have every opportu-
nity to succeed in school, and in
life.”

The Michigan Education Excel-
lence Foundation supports spe-
cific opportunities and initiatives
to develop the educational suc-
cess of Michigan students.

That includes the startup mon-
ey for the Education Achieve-
ment Authority and other initia-
tives that promote innovative
and transformative solutions
that can improve Michigan’s un-
derperforming schools, Mainville
said.

This partnership of volunteer
business, foundation, nonprofit
and government leaders is en-
gaged in raising more than $100
million to support these initia-
tives.

Foundation Chair Steve Hamp
said the organization “is excited
about the General Motors
Foundation’s ongoing support
of education and its funding
of the early childhood class-
rooms, which may be a life
changer for the most vulnerable
among us.”

The GM Foundation Early
Learning Classrooms will foster a
student-centered approach to
teaching and learning focused on
mathematics, science, social
studies, critical thinking, social-
emotional development, lan-
guage/literacy and creative de-
velopment, Mainville said.

In addition, the rooms will be
infused with technology to help
prepare students for the learning
platforms they will experience in
kindergarten and beyond.

United Way’s “Living Social”
program will be incorporated in-
to the schools to provide per-
forming arts lessons and feed-
back to students twice a week.
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Jeff Caul
586-274-0396
PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL:
JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

buff whelan chevrolet
WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!

Van Dyke • South of 18 Mile • Sterling Heights

☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!

☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!
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*See dealer for details. All Rebates/Incentives have been deducted from sale price/payment and are subject to change by manufacturer without
notice. GM employee discount required except where noted . Lease Loyalty is included on all lease payments.All leases are 10,000miles per year
+ 1st payment, tax, title and plate fee due at signing unless otherwise noted. Offers expire 12-31-13.

CONVENIENT HOURS:
Mon. & Thurs.

8:30 am – 9 pm
Tues., Wed., Fri.

8:30 am – 6:30 pm
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18 MILE RD.

SINCE
1989

OVER 1,000
New Chevrolets in Stock!

WE GUARANTEE THEWE GUARANTEE THE
LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREELOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREE☺☺

Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors • Cruise
Tilt • Aluminum Wheels • OnStar

XM Radio & More…

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

Stk.#41359

2014 EQUINOXLS

$218*+Tax with
$0 Down

No Security Deposit Required

Stk.#42128

2014 CRUZE 1LT

Stk.#41812

2014 IMPALA LS

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT
REQUIRED

NO FIRST
PAYMENT

OR SECURITY
DEPOSIT
REQUIRED

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT
REQUIRED

1.4L Turbo • Aluminum Wheels
Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors • Cruise • Tilt

OnStar • XM Radio & More…

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

$165*+Tax with
$0 Down

No Security Deposit Required

Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors
Cruise • Tilt • Power Driver Seat & More…

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

$254*+Tax with
$0 Down

No Security Deposit Required

buff whelan
chevrolet
586-274-0396

MERRYCHRISTMAS
&HAPPYHOLIDAYS

from

Wally Edgar
Chevrolet Employee HQ

Be treated with the respect you deserve.
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE
and the Best Deal PERIOD!!

Wally Edgar
Chevrolet

Located right o!
I-75 onM-24,

2minutes N. of the
Palace of Auburn Hills

1-866-906-0279

JAY CHAISER x117
Fax: 248-391-0189
Cell: 248-821-8026
Email: jchaiser@wallyedgar.com

SalesHours:
Mon. - Thur. 8:00am-8:00pm
Fri. 8:00am-6:00pm
Sat. 9:30am-3:00pm•Sun. Closed

CHEVY DEALER CODE 44085

www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com
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1-248-724-1073

Make us your Michigan P.E.P. Car Connection

*Lease payment examples based on GM Employee Discount price plus tax, title, plate, first month payment (except Cruze) and doc. fees
due at signing with all rebates including USAA private offer assigned to dealer. Lessee responsible for excess ware and tear as well as ex-
ceeding contracted mileage. Security deposit may be required by lender. Due to advertising deadlines. price subject to change.

2014 CRUZE LS

$125*

36MONTH • 10K LEASE
$999 DOWN

2014 EQUINOX LS FWD

$189*

36MONTH • 10K LEASE
$999 DOWN

2014 IMPALA LS

$225*

36MONTH • 10K LEASE
$999 DOWN

GM Foundation’s $500,000 Grant Helps
Detroit Kids Get Off to a Good Start


