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Tonawanda to Build Gen 5 Small Blocks

GM has spent $400 million to
update the plant that will pro-
duce the new Gen 5 Small Block
engine family.

The result is 1,500 jobs created
and retained at the 75-year-old
Tonawanda (N.Y.) Engine Plant
since 2009, said plant manager
Steve Finch.

As a result of GM’s $400 million
investment, Tonawanda will
eventually produce four versions
of the Gen 5 Small Block — a 4.3L
V6, 5.3L V8 and two variants of a
6.2L V8.

When the plant is at full pro-
duction, it will produce more
than 1,000 engines daily.

The new family of engines will
power nine GM models by 2015,
starting with the 2014 Chevrolet
Silverado and GMC Sierra pick-
ups, and the 2014 Chevrolet
Corvette Stingray.

“The Gen 5 Small Block is a
cornerstone of GM’s powertrain
strategy and its production at
Tonawanda affirms the commit-
ment to one of the highest-skilled

workforces in the industry,”
Finch said.
“We have invested 40,000

hours and $1.8 million in training
the workforce to build these en-
gines with uncompromising qual-
ity, and we’ve added some of the
most flexible equipment ever
used in the industry to make
sure we can meet market de-
mand.”

Said Bob Coleman, shop chair-
man of UAW Local 774: “We have
hired more than 1,000 people in
the last year.

“They are trained by a joint
team and learn the Tonawanda
culture during an intensive two-
week orientation.

“I believe we have the finest
engine builders in GM. Receiving
almost $1 billion of new invest-
ment since 2010 proves that GM
has the confidence in this work-
force, as do1.”

Manufacturing highlights in-
clude:

e New coordinate measuring
machines that check machining
with greater speed and accuracy,
including a Zeiss position check
machine that examines more
than 11,000 data points within
2.5 microns and a Hummel sur-
face finish machine that checks

surface finish textures at less
than a micron - less than 0.001
millimeter or 0.000039 inch;

e A new Track and Trace sys-
tem that collects all machining
and assembly data for each en-
gine, helping ensure top quality
builds;

e A new, smart automated
cylinder head assembly system
that helps ensure more precise
assemblies. It can assemble 48
parts in 40 seconds;

e A fuel system connection in-
spection that uses helium to de-
tect even the most minute of
leaks — less than one part per bil-
lion - for the high-pressure direct
injection system used on each
engine;

e The capability of boring any
number of cylinders through the
same machine without stopping;

e A new machine featuring
three synchronistic robots that
perform inspections and checks
simultaneously for any engine —
including thread check, plug as-
sembly and leak test.

Previously, checks were han-
dled one at a time and separate
lines were required for the six-
and eight-cylinder engines.

“The Gen 5 Small
Block engines are
among the most
advanced...”

— Steve Finch
GM

The technologies and training
enable Tonawanda to build all
Gen 5 variants on the same as-
sembly line, Finch said. All fea-
ture advanced technologies - in-
cluding direct injection, Active
Fuel Management, continuously
variable valve timing and an ad-
vanced combustion system -
which enable the engines to
make more power with greater
efficiency.

The new 5.3L V8 engine offered
in the 2014 Chevy Silverado and
GMC Sierra trucks, for example,
is the most efficient V8 in the

segment, say GM officials.

It’s rated at 23 mpg on the
highway (2WD), while the 455-
horsepower 6.2L LT1 V8 found in
the 2014 Corvette Stingray makes
it the most efficient sports car on
the market, Chevy officials say,
adding that it has an EPA-estimat-
ed 29 mpg on the highway.

Gen 5 Small Block engines are
marketed as EcoTec3 in the truck
segment.

“The Gen 5 Small Block en-
gines are among the most ad-
vanced and high-tech in the
world and Tonawanda is now one
of the most technologically ad-
vanced manufacturing facilities
to support them,” Plant Manager
Finch said.

He added, “From the machin-
ing operations and the flexibility
for building variants on the same
line to state-of-the-art quality ad-
vances, Tonawanda’s manufac-
turing capabilities are second to
none.”

According to GM, construction
on the Tonawanda facility start-
ed in 1937 and production began
on March 22, 1938.

GM officials stated that the fa-
cility is known throughout auto-
motive collector and enthusiast
circles as the birthplace of some
of the most historic high-perfor-

mance engines for vintage
Chevrolet muscle cars and
Corvettes.

Tonawanda also is the birth-
place of the Small Block engine,
which went into production in
1955.

Tonawanda this year will build
its 71 millionth engine. The start
of Gen 5 production has con-
tributed to the workforce more
than doubling in size from its low
in 2009.

A GM spokesman said that
Tonawanda is currently building
the Ecotec 2.0L Turbo (Ward-
sAuto 10 Best Engine List Win-
ner), and 2.5L engines that power
the 2013 Chevrolet Malibu and
the 2013 Cadillac ATS and future
2014 Cadillac CTS.

The plant is also ramping up to
build a 4.3L EcoTec3 V6, 5.3L
EcoTec3 V8 and a 6.2L EcoTec3
V8 for the 2014 Chevrolet Silvera-
do and GMC Sierra pickup
trucks, as well as the 6.2L V8 LT1
2014 Corvette Stingray engine.
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586-274-0396

Stk.#23784

OVER 1,000

New Chevrolets in Stock!
WE GUARANTEE THE
LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREE©

2013 MALIBU Ls

Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors - Cruise
Tilt - Bluetooth - Onstar
XM Radio & More...

24 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

$2 08+TaXW|th
$0 Down

No Security Deposit Required

2013 TRA

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT
> REQUIRED

Stk.#22235

2014 IMPALA Ls

Stk.#2014500

Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors - Cruise
Tilt - Keyless Entry - Bluetooth
Back-Up Camera & More...

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

$ 2 48 + Tax with
$0 Down

No Security Deposit Required

‘_g

Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors
Cruise = Tilt - Power Driver Seat & More...

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

$ 2 , 8 + Tax with
$0 Down

No GM Discount & No Security Deposit Required

e

*See dealer for details. All Rebates/Incentives have been deducted from sale price/payment and are subject to change by manufacturer without
notice. GM employee discount required except where noted . Lease conquest required for Traverse. All leases are 10,000 miles per year + 1st
payment, tax, title and plate fee due at signing. Offers expire 9-30-13.

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

buff whelan chevrolet

WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!
Van Dyke ¢ South of 18 Mile * Sterling Heights
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PURCHASE DEALS...

40 years of great service, Lowest lease payment or puchase price.
Before you take delivery of vehicle "Please" remember

to check with me to see how much money | can save you.
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13 CHEVROLET
MALIBU 1s

MSRP #23,080

GM Preferred price
522,695

s Lease for 36 months
mo with $397 Due at signing
If you have avoucher the payment is lower

Lease figured with 10,000 miles per year.
Payment if plus tax, dealer documentation fee and all lisc fees.
No security deposit required.

Bnugs L;'TVIN CELL # 1-586-405-5175
& 365 -
blitvin@unghamer.com
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#44295 #42333 #21552

\5 SUMMIT DRIVE ¢ 248-292-2502 * 5825 HIGHLAND RD. (M59) ¢ WATERFORy

www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com

Be treated with the respect you deserve.
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE
and the Best Deal PERIOD!!

Wally €dgar s

Chevrolet Employee HQ Ly s

1-248-724-1073

JAY CHAISER x117
Fax: 248-391-0189
Cell: 248-821-8026

Email: jchaiser@wallyedgar.com

Sales Hours:

Mon. - Thur. 8:00 am - 8:00 pm

Fri. 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Sat. 9:30 am - 3:00 pm « Sun. Closed

CHEVY DEALER CODE 44085
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2014 IMPALA Ls

— 229

36 MONTH - 10K LEASE

2013 MALIBU Ls

q‘ $ *
] 149
m = FIRST PAYMENT WAIVED

24 MONTH - 10K LEASE

2014 CRUZE Ls
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- www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com

FIRST PAYMENT WAIVED
24 MONTH - 10K LEASE

All lease examples at GMS pricing plus fax, fifle, plate, doc fee and first month payment (except where noted) due at signing with all
rebates including USAA private offer assigned fo dealer. Lessee responsible for excess ware and tear as well as exceeded contracted
mileage. Securify deposit may be required by lender. Due to advertising deadlines, prices subject fo change.

Locaredrightott]-866-906-0279

2 minutes N. of the

Mon. & Thurs.

8:30 am - 9 pm Palace of Auburn Hills

VAN DYKE

Wally €dgar

Chevrolect
Make us your Michigan P.E.P. Car Connection

www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com -
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- PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL: 'SINGE .
LT CHEVY 8:30am - 6:30 pm [N I I

JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM 1989
© We guarantee the lowest price or it's free! © We guarantee the lowest price or it’'s free!
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