
™Oakland Tech News™

AUGUST 26, 2013 PAGE 3CIVIC WEEKLY FOR AUBURN HILLS AND THE NEIGHBORING AUTOMOTIVE COMMUNITY

by Jim Stickford

Two years of effort have paid
off. Auburn Hills has been award-
ed the Michigan Chapter of the
American Planning Association’s
Planning Excellence Award for
Best Practices for the city’s Elec-
tric Vehicle Ready Project.

Steve Cohen, Auburn Hills’ di-
rector of Community Develop-
ment, said when city officials
learned that they will receive the
award at the upcoming associa-
tion dinner on Oct. 2, they were
excited.

“We’ve been working on the pro-
gram since 2011,” Cohen said. “This
is a state award by the Michigan
chapter and they typically only
give out one planning award a year,
so it’s quite an honor to learn that
our project was selected.”

Cohen said the project – which
has placed charging stations for
electric and hybrid vehicles
around Auburn Hills – is just part
of a larger effort by city officials
to promote the latest in automo-
tive driving technology.

It’s only natural, he said, for
the city that is home to Chrysler

and such international auto sup-
pliers as Continental, Faurecia
and BorgWarner to adopt the lat-
est hardware required for the
cars of tomorrow.

“One interesting thing that we’ve
found,” Cohen said, “is that it’s not
enough just to build the charging
stations. We now know that a big
part of the Electric Vehicle Ready
Project is informing the public
about the stations and making
sure that in the future it will be
easy to add additional charging in-
frastructure as it’s needed.”

Cohen said it’s important that
the city raise the public’s aware-
ness of charging infrastructure.
It’s not enough to place chargers
around the city.

“What we learned is that be-
cause this technology is so new,
people aren’t aware of the charg-
ing stations,” Cohen said. “More
importantly, they aren’t aware of
the importance of having infra-
structure in place so that when
EVs and hybrids become more
popular, putting in charging sta-
tions will be easier.”

That’s why, Cohen said, the
city is working with businesses

to put in the infrastructure for
charging stations in newly-con-
structed buildings.

The city’s efforts extend to
homeowners as well, Cohen said.
That’s important because while
being able to charge a vehicle
away from home is important,
most EV and hybrid drivers do
most of their vehicle charging at
home.

New ordinances require any
new home built in the city to
have the infrastructure for charg-
ing stations built in.

“It’s expensive for someone to
retrofit his or her home so that a
charger can be installed,” Cohen
said. “The average cost of the
wiring and other needed hard-
ware is about $2,500. Then the

homeowner has to buy the charg-
er. Costs for those vary, but $600
is the figure I hear the most.”

That’s more than $3,000, Co-
hen said. That kind of cost can
discourage people from getting
an EV. But if they buy a house
with the infrastructure in place,
then they just pay the cost of
buying and installing the charger.
So getting an EV is a little less in-
timidating.

These ordinances are part of
the city’s larger efforts to pro-
mote EVs and hybrids, Cohen
said. Buildings constructed be-
fore they passed enjoy grandfa-
ther clause protection.

“It’s great for the city to be
honored,” Cohen said, “but I just
think this is a neat project.”

AH’s EV Charging Stations Latest to Draw State’s Raves

The city of Auburn Hills has
enrolled in AARP’s Age Friendly
Communities Network “to ensure
Auburn Hills is a place where all
generations feel welcome,” said
City Manager Pete Auger.

The AARP group is a collabora-
tive effort recognizing that an
age-friendly community thrives
in diversity, compassion and ac-
ceptance for all generations
while creating a community for
all.

The AARP Network of Age
Friendly Communities is an insti-
tutional affiliate of the World
Health Organization’s (WHO)
Global Network of Age-Friendly
Cities and Communities.

“Auburn Hills is already an all-
ages-friendly community, but we
are entering AARP’s Age Friendly
Communities Network to remain a
leader in this area and continue to
adopt best practices,” said Auger.

“As part of the network,
Auburn Hills will continue to
conduct comprehensive commu-
nity assessments using a variety
of survey tools to analyze both
our strengths and gaps in being
an age-friendly community.”

In May, Auburn Hills was desig-
nated by the Michigan Office of
Services to the Aging (OSA) and
the Commission on Services to
the Aging as a “Community for a
Lifetime” for its efforts to be an
aging-friendly community. The
city was noted for providing a
range of home chore service op-
tions, multiple community
events to promote inclusion and
civic engagement, and a compre-
hensive walkway system, Auger
said.

The city of Auburn Hills’ Age
Friendly Community Planning
Collaborative will be guided,
Auger said, by eight WHO indica-
tors of a livable community:

• Outdoor spaces and build-
ings – universal access to and
availability of safe recreational
facilities;

• Transportation – safe and af-
fordable modes of private and
public transportation;

• Housing – wide range of
housing options for older resi-
dents and other home modifica-
tions;

• Social participation – access

to leisure and cultural activities;
opportunities for older residents
to participate in social and civic
engagement with their peers and
younger community members;

• Respect and social inclusion
– programs to support and pro-
mote ethnic and cultural diversi-
ty, along with programs to en-
courage multigenerational inter-
action and dialogue;

• Civic participation and em-
ployment – promotion of paid
work and volunteer activities for
older residents and opportuni-
ties to engage in formulation of
policies relevant to their lives;

• Communication and infor-
mation – promotion of and ac-
cess to the use of technology to
keep older residents connected
to their community and friends
and family, both near and far;

• Community support and
health services – access to
homecare services, clinics and
programs to promote active ag-
ing.

The Collaborative will be led
by Karen S. Adcock, Auburn
Hills’ senior services director,
and Steve Cohen, community de-
velopment director, Auger said.
Together, Cohen and Adcock are
responsible for overall opera-
tions of the project.

In addition to serving as li-
aisons to city council, city man-
ager’s office, city planning com-
mission, AARP, WHO and the
community, they will work close-
ly with a leadership advisory
team led by Auburn Hills’ Leg-
islative and Community Affairs
Coordinator Stephanie Carroll,
and oversee program participant
efforts, including community
partners, community advisory
volunteers, supporting commu-
nity members and city depart-
ment stakeholders.

The first project of the collabo-
rative will be to distribute a sur-
vey to city residents this fall to
establish a baseline within the
eight domains and further an un-
derstanding of the unique priori-
ties for the city of Auburn Hills,
Auger said. Once priorities are
established, the data will be eval-
uated and monitored over time
to determine progress and focus
areas.

City of Auburn Hills Joins
AARP’s Age Friendly Network

Bee” lettering and Ram logos
adorn chairs, floor mats and
door bolsters.

The interior centerpiece is an
actual amber-encased bee
mounted into the 8-speed rotary
shifter knob that lights up to ex-
pose a honeycomb pattern back-
ground.

Two buttons below the knob
control exhaust cutouts bypass the
Mopar cat-back dual-exhaust sys-
tem, allowing the full sound force of
a 5.7-liter HEMI V8 to escape.

The unique honeycomb pat-
tern is shared with door trim and
the dash, where a milled alu-
minum “10th Anniversary” com-

memorative badge serves as the
truck’s ID.

“After people saw the vehicle,
the first question I always heard
was, ‘Is it going into production?’”
Cappa said. “My boss, Bob Heg-
bloom, director of Ram Truck
Brand, said that right now there
are no plans, but if the public
shows enough interest in the vehi-
cle, it’s something the company
will consider as a real possibility.”

Cappa said he was also asked
about whether Ram sees the
Rumble Bee as competing
against other sport trucks.

“My response was that Ram al-
ready offers an express model of the
1500 with a Hemi under the hood for
under $28,000,” Cappa said.

“We build these concept vehi-
cles for a couple of reasons. We
do this because people enjoy it
when we design vehicles outside
the normal production focus.
Secondly, it deepens the design-
ers’ love of designing when they
can put something on paper and
move it to the pavement in a mat-
ter of weeks.”

Cappa said when the project
was announced, there was no
shortage of volunteers from De-
sign and Engineering.

Ram Debuts HEMI 1500 Concept – A Honey of a Truck
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A “Talent Town Hall” profiling
different resources offered by
Oakland County for area employ-
ees starts at 8 a.m. on Wednes-
day, Aug. 28, at Baker College of
Auburn Hills, 1500 University
Drive. The Talent Townhall
was developed as a forum for
business leaders to talk about is-
sues of workforce development.
Sponsors are Oakland Universi-
ty, Oakland Community College,
Baker College, Snelling Staffing
Services and Corp! Magazine.

The cost is $25 for Auburn
Hills Chamber of Commerce
members, $35 for non-members.
Contact Rachael Jay of the
Chamber at 248-853-7862 for
more information.

Talent Townhall
Set for Aug. 28

If you have solid business news
for this paper, please contact us
at News@OaklandTechNews.com.
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