
by Jim Stickford

Car lovers will have the chance
to enjoy Michigan’s great natural
beauty at the 38th annual St.
Ignace Car Show June 27-29.

Event Director Ed Reavie said
he’s been with the show since its
inception back in 1976.

“We simply call the event the
St. Ignace Car Show,” Reavie said.
“We have shortened it up. Back
when we started, we called the
event, ‘The Straights Area An-
tique Auto Show.’”

Reavie said that show was for
antique vehicles, which are clas-
sified as being at least 25 years
old. Any parts used in repairs
also had to be original repair
parts or from other vehicles of
the same make, model and year.

Over the years, using the term,
“Straights,” in the title was con-
fusing to some people, Reavie
said. Additionally, they started
attracting a lot of vehicle modi-
fiers.

A modified vehicle, he said,
can be newer than 25 years, and
it’s perfectly okay to use fabricat-
ed parts or to add elements to
the engine that came from the af-
termarket and not the OEM.

Eventually, it was decided to
have a show for both contin-
gents, Reavie said.

“It’s interesting, they’re both
car hobbyists, but they don’t al-
ways get along,” Reavie said. “We
now have our antique show a
week before the St. Ignace car

show. So this year, the ‘Antiques
on the Bay’ show takes place on
June 21 and 22.”

Reavie said one thing modi-
fiers do is actually drive their ve-
hicles to the show, making the
show a fun family trip for many
collectors.

“I will say this about modi-
fiers,” Reavie said. “They are able
to take cars found in barns and
fix them up. They aren’t afraid to
take two cars and weld the two
best halves together. You can’t
do that with an antique car and
still have it keep its antique sta-
tus.”

Over the years, attendance
and the number of vehicles en-
tered into the show have fluctu-
ated based on the economy and
other factors, Reavie said. He
said he expects that about 900
vehicles will be entered into this
year’s show. Attendance is calcu-

lated by comparing traffic over
the Macinac Bridge.

“I know that’s not the most ac-
curate way to calculate,” Reavie
said. “But over the past few
years, bridge traffic has been be-
tween 15,000 and 25,000 vehicles
higher when compared to a non-
show weekend.”

There should be between 275
and 300 vendors at the show,
Reavie said. Many people attend
just to see if they can find the
special part that’s eluded them
for years.

“Even with the Internet, there
is the thrill of the chase and find-
ing something you’ve been look-
ing for at a show,” Reavie said.

Noted automotive historian
“Top Hat” John Jendza said this
year’s show will feature famed
drag racer Al Bergler.

“Al builds race cars,” Jendza
said. “He will be going to the

show with two vehicles – one is
the dragster that won the first
Ridler award, and he’s bringing
his famous funny car, the Mo-
town Shaker.”

Linda Vaughn, the first lady of
motor sports, will also be at the
show, Jendza said.

“There’s a lot of history with
this show,” Jendza said. “She’s
being brought in by Chevrolet.”

Craig Shantz, manager, GMPD
Shows/Events and Product Pro-
motion at General Motors Per-
formance Division, said that GM
respects the show and its histo-
ry. This year, the company will be
bringing up some concept cars,
some show cars and some pro-
duction vehicles for the public to
view.

For more information on the
show and what to do in St.
Ignace, visit the web site
www.nostalgia-prod.com.

Suminski, in 2004, a group of
CEMA members decided to build
a tribute car to the original High
and Mighty and purchased on
eBay their own 1949 Plymouth
business coupe to restore.

“Everyone helped, including
many of the original Ramcharg-
ers team members. Some mem-
bers still had some of the original
parts from the first High and
Mighty car, saved on the book
shelves and garage cabinets at
home,” Suminski said.

The process was exacting, but
fun, Lees recalls, adding that one
of the Ramchargers, Gary
Schwartz, was able to provide
two dozen pictures of the origi-
nal car as it underwent construc-
tion.

And the club also owes many
thanks, said Lees, to Dick Burke,
who had a three-inch notebook
of build details, and also put
many hours into helping build
the car.

“There was a lot of camer-
aderie and a feeling of together-
ness, especially a feeling of rela-
tionship to the Ramchargers,” he
said. “We did this as a tribute to
the Ramchargers.

“We met on weekends and

worked together on it,” said
Lees. “We now take it out to dif-
ferent car meets. People love to
hear the noise of that engine, so
we like to fire it up every hour or
so. If we go to a meet where
there’s a race track nearby, we
do racing demonstrations.”

Sadly, the original High and
Mighty is no more. Lees said af-
ter the Ramchargers raced it for
two years, “it got outlawed be-
cause it was too successful” and
the car was sent to a scrapyard,
after which time it disappeared.

After their first car was out-
lawed, the Ramchargers would
continue to come up with at least
two new race cars a year based
on the latest Chrysler products,
“and this is the way they were
advertising how well the new
Chrysler products could do,”
Lees said.

“And then, to increase expo-
sure of Chrysler’s products, they

would have clinics to introduce
other Chrysler car owners to
what to do to make them faster,
so there would be a lot of win-
ning Chrysler products on the
drag strips.

“Contrary to a lot of race car
owners who keep their tune-up
tips to themselves, these
Chrysler guys shared their
knowledge with other owners,
which was good publicity for
Chrysler,” he said. “There was a
saying in the industry, ‘Win on
Sunday, sell on Monday.’”

BRICK & BLOCK
New or Repair
• Chimneys • Porches

• Windows - cut in or fill in
• Tuckpointing

• Basements • Crawl spaces
• Custom Fireplace

586-651-2419

JUNE 17, 2013 PAGE 7DETROIT AUTO SCENE

Wally Edgar
Chevrolet Employee HQ

Be treated with the respect you deserve.
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE
and the Best Deal PERIOD!!

Wally Edgar
Chevrolet

Located right o!
I-75 onM-24,

2minutes N. of the
Palace of Auburn Hills

1-866-906-0279

JAY CHAISER x117
Fax: 248-391-0189
Cell: 248-821-8026
Email: jchaiser@wallyedgar.com

SalesHours:
Mon. - Thur. 8:00am-8:00pm
Fri. 8:00am-6:00pm
Sat. 9:30am-3:00pm•Sun. Closed

CHEVY DEALER CODE 44085

www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com
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1-248-724-1073

Make us your Michigan P.E.P. Car Connection

2013 EQUINOX LS

$188*

36MONTH • 10K LEASE

All lease payments based on GMS pricing plus USAA Private Offer. Tax, title, plate and document fees due at signing with all rebates
assigned to dealer. Lessee responsible for excess wear and tear as well as exceeded contracted mileage. Security deposit may be required
by lender. Due to advertising deadlines, prices subject to change

2013 MALIBU LS

$165*

36MONTH • 10K LEASE

2013 CRUZE LS

$132*

36MONTH • 10K LEASE

$999 DOWN FIRST PAYMENT
WAIVED…

Jeff Caul
586-274-0396
PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL:
JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

buff whelan chevrolet
WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!

Van Dyke • South of 18 Mile • Sterling Heights

☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!

☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!
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See dealer for details. All payments are plus tax. All payments are based on GM Employee pricing unless otherwise noted. All payments reflect
Target-in-market private offer, otherwise payments will be slightly higher. Traverse lease is based on a previous courtesy vehicle with approximately
2,500miles. First payment, security deposit, tax, title, and plate due at signing (unless otherwise noted). Payments subject to change bymanufacturer
without notice. The Silverado payment reflects Chevy truck loyalty rebate, otherwise payment will be slightly higher. Expires 07/01/2013

CONVENIENT HOURS:
Mon. & Thurs.

8:30 am – 9 pm
Tues., Wed., Fri.

8:30 am – 6:30 pm
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METRO PKWY.

18 MILE RD.

SINCE
1989

OVER 1,000
New Chevrolets in Stock!

WE GUARANTEE THEWE GUARANTEE THE
LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREELOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREE☺☺

Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors • Cruise • Tilt
Bluetooth • Onstar • Touch Screen Radio

XM Radio & More…

Stk.#226670

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

$219*
2013SILVERADO4X4

Stk.#207440

36 Month Lease/12,000 Miles

Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors • Cruise • Tilt
Bluetooth • Onstar • Touch Screen Radio

XM Radio & More…
36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

Stk.#21232

+ Tax with
$219 Down

All Star Pkg • Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors
Cruise • Tilt • Bluetooth • Onstar

XM Radio & More…

2013 TRAVERSE LS

2013 VOLT

586-274-0396

No security deposit required, No GM Employee discount required

$222*+Tax with$0 Down
No security deposit required

$207*+Tax with$226 Down
No security deposit required, No GM Employee discount required

buff whelan
chevrolet

Bring In Summer
in a new Chevrolet

EXT CAB LT
NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT
REQUIRED

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT

NO EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED

NO SECURITY
DEPOSIT

NO EMPLOYEE
DISCOUNT
REQUIRED

Antique, Modified Vehicles to Shine at St. Ignace Car Show

1949 ‘High and Mighty’ Takes the Road to St. Ignace
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ford Motor Company Fund
last week opened a new commu-
nity center – the Ford Resource
and Engagement Center – in
Southwest Detroit to strengthen
a key city neighborhood and
support diverse cultural and
community programs provided
by nonprofits.

Ford Motor Company Execu-
tive Chairman Bill Ford and De-
troit Mayor Dave Bing were on
hand to open the doors of the
new center and participate in
the community celebration.

In an unusual move by a cor-
porate foundation, Ford Fund is
overseeing management of the
new center and funding physical
upgrades, maintenance and all
operating costs for the building,
which is under long-term lease.

“Next month, we mark the
150th birthday of Henry Ford,
whose unique vision not only
made personal transportation af-
fordable, but left a lasting impact
on communities where his em-
ployees and customers lived,”
said Jim Vella, president, Ford
Motor Company Fund and Com-
munity Services.

“Ford Motor Company has
been making investments in De-
troit for more than a century,
and today’s opening of the Ford
Resource and Engagement Cen-
ter demonstrates our ongoing
commitment to the city.”

Ford Fund Opens
Resource Center
For Detroiters

Those traveling to the St.
Ignace car show can do more
than just look at classic automo-
biles.

On Wednesday, June 26, a spe-
cial automotive art show and re-
ception will be sponsored by
Nostalgia Productions, local
sponsor of the car show.

The reception will be held at
the Mackinac Grille on the Board-
walk in St. Ignace from 6 to 8
p.m., giving show attendees the
opportunity to mingle with their
fellow car buffs in a relaxed at-
mosphere. Dress is casual.

On Thursday, June 27, a cruise
will be held in the Kewadin
Casino’s upper parking lot. The

lineup starts at 4 p.m. and tro-
phies will be awarded after the
cruise.

On Friday, June 28, a comple-
mentary buffet brunch will be
held honoring world-renowned
car customizer Gene Winfield
starting at 10:30 a.m. in the Mack-
inac Grille Waterfront Tent.

The brunch will be followed
later that afternoon by “The
Down Memory Lane Parade,”
which begins at the Mackinac
County Airport at 7 p.m. The pa-
rade should last about 90 min-
utes.

The St. Ignace Car Show Swap
Meet will be held on both Friday
and Saturday of the event.

What to Do While at St. Ignace Show


