
And the Hellcats kept rolling
along – to the tune of 60 mph.

Able to “seek, strike and de-
stroy” German tanks with their
speed, the M18 tank destroyer
was built by Buick during World
War II.

While Buick production lines
have been rolling for 110 consec-
utive years, during “the Big War,”
the vehicles that Buick made
looked decidedly different.

In honor of VE Day, which was
first celebrated on May 8, 1945,
Buick this year celebrated its
contribution to the war effort,
noting that, in February of 1942,
the last civilian car left a Buick fa-
cility before full attention was
placed on producing aircraft en-
gines, ammunition and the M18,
better known as the Hellcat.

The M18 originated in the de-
sign studio of Harley Earl, whose
team also worked extensively on
early camouflage paint. Even the
Hellcat logo on the M18’s front
corner and patches worn by its
crew was designed by Earl’s staff.

Flanked by the words, “Seek,
Strike, Destroy,” the logo depicts
a wildcat biting down on crushed
treads, signifying the Hellcat’s
mission of targeting enemy tanks.

Buick engineers brought the
Hellcat to life from the design
team’s sketches and developed
an innovative torsion bar suspen-
sion that provided a steady ride.
Though it weighed about 20 tons
– the same as almost nine mod-
ern day Buick Enclaves – the
Hellcat was designed to be one of

the fastest tanks on the battle-
field and was capable of traveling
upwards of 60 mph.

Its power came from a nine-
cylinder, 450-horsepower radial-
type aircraft engine paired with a
three-speed Hydramatic trans-
mission.

“The Hellcat was considered
the hot rod of World War II,” said
Bill Gross, a historian who re-
stored an M18 now on display at
the Sloan Museum in Flint, Mich.
“To give perspective, most Ger-
man tanks of the day were capa-
ble of just 20 mph – and even to-
day’s M1 Abrams tank is out-
paced by the Hellcat.”

Once developed, the Hellcat
was tested in the same manner
as millions of Buick passenger
cars before and after it – at the
General Motors Milford Proving
Ground. Top speed testing was
done on a paved, banked oval

and ride quality tests were done
over specially developed stretch-
es of bumps.

Of course, the M18 also re-
quired unique tests of its ability
to ford six feet of water, climb
small walls, and ram through
structures.

Production of the M18 Hellcat
began in mid-1943 and ended in
October 1944. The project was so
secretive that a story about the
“new” tank destroyer ran in
newspapers just a month before
production ended.

“The men and women who de-
veloped the Hellcat and assem-
bled them on the Buick line in
Flint contributed a great deal to
the war effort and to military en-
gineering history,” said Gross.

“These people were instrumen-
tal in bringing such a great con-
flict to a close and their innova-
tions are still in use today – the

M18’s suspension remains a com-
mon design inspiration for mod-
ern military vehicles.”

In addition to 2,507 M18 tank
destroyers, Buick factory work-

ers produced nearly 20,000 pow-
ertrains, a half-million cartridge
cases, 9.7 million 20-mm shells,
and a number of other war goods
during WWII.
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Ray
Stemple

rstemple@edrinke.com

SERVICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 6:30am-9:00pm; Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 6:30am-6:00pm • Shuttle at 6:30am - Pick-up Both Ways • All Day starting at 6:30am.

$2395
Fluid Level,

Brake & Alignment Check Included.

Open Mondays & Thursdays until 8:30pm

We use Genuine GM Oil & Filter
No additional or hidden charges.
Out the door pricing.

Quick Oil Change EXPRESS
LANELUBE OIL FILTER

Excludes synthetic, Diesel & Med. Duty Trucks.
Most GM cars & trucks. One coupon per customer. Must
present coupon with order. Plus tax. Expires 6-28-13.

Up to 5 qts.

BODY SHOP
586-754-7000

ext 1231

INSURANCE
WRECK

AMENDED

WE REPAIR
ALL MAKES
& MODELS FREE OIL CHANGE

With Each Major Repair

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE
During Scheduled Repairs

GM SERVICE CENTER
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST

•SERVICE DEPT. •PARTS •BODY SHOP

866-452-1547
26125 Van Dyke @ 101/2 Mile
Center Line, MI 48015

EDRINKE • FAST • FRIENDLY • DISCOUNTS

VISIT OUR

QUICK LANE

ED RINKE CHEVROLET BUICK GMC
ED RINKE

All prices & payments include GM rebates. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Prices subject to change per GM incentives.
Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM Employee Discount (Unless otherwise stated). Leases are 24 months, 10,000 miles
per year w/ approved S Tier credit w/ $999 due at signing, (unless otherwise noted). Prices & payments are plus tax, title, and plate
fees. 0% financing in lieu of some factory rebates. Refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined by
lender. Must qualify for conquest with a 1999 or newer non GM lease. Must qualify for Loyalty with a 1999 or newer Chevrolet or GMC
truck or SUV on Sierra. Enclave lease is with $7543 down. Regal lease is with $4331 down. Lacrosse lease is with $5254 down.
Sierra lease is with $3032 down. Acadia lease is with $5969 down. Terrain lease is with $4329 down. Sierra purchase must qualify
for Trade In rebate. **See salesperson for details. Expiration Date –5/31/13.

See us for your GM employee purchases.

1-877-451-7707
26125 Van Dyke at 101/2 Mile Rd.

Visit our website: edrinke.com
SHOWROOM HOURS:

Mon. & Thurs. 8:30am-9:00pm; Tues., Wed., & Fri. 8:30am-6:00pm

See us for your GM employee purchases.

1-866-452-1300
24231 Van Dyke at 91/2 Mile Rd.

Visit our website: edrinke.com
SHOWROOM HOURS:

Mon. & Thurs. 8:30am-9:00pm;Tues., Wed., & Fri. 8:30am-6:00pm

We Are Professional Grade BEYOND AM BEYOND FM

SATELITE RADIO

EXPERIENCE BUICK
Special 24 Month Leases

2 Years of Onstar Directions & Connections
2 Years of SiriusXM Radio
2 Years of Maintenance

Nicole
Dodge

nhuminski@edrinke.com

Jim
Pfeifle

jpfeifle@edrinke.com

Dennis
Thacker

dthacker@edrinke.com

Paul
Makowski

pmakowski@edrinke.com

Find Us on
FACEBOOK

NO DOC
FEES

2013 CRUZE LS
EVERYONE SALE PRICE

$14,999*
2013MALIBU LS
EVERYONE SALE PRICE

$18,949*

2013 EQUINOX LS
EVERYONE SALE PRICE
$21,169*

2013 TRAVERSELS
EVERYONE SALE PRICE

$26,919*

2013
SILVERADO1LT
$24,180*

2013VOLT
36 MO. LEASE

EVERYONE SALE PRICE
$33,450*
0% up to 72 mo.**

GMS

LACROSSE
EVERYONE SALE PRICE
$28,605*

SIERRA 1500
EXT CAB

GM EMPLOYEE PRICE
$20,560*

ACADIA
EVERYONE SALE PRICE
$29,737*

2012

REGAL
EVERYONE SALE PRICE
$25,885*

YOUR
CHOICE
LEASES FOR

$69*moYOUR
CHOICE$69*mo

COME SEE
THE NEW

2014 IMPALA

*All prices and payments include GM rebates. Picturesmay not represent actual vehicle. All leases 10K per year. Cruze,
Malibu, Silverado, Traverse & Equinox are all 24 month leases. Volt is 36 month lease. Must
qualify for lease conquest on all vehicles.Must qualify for GMSEmployee for Silverado. No 1st
payment required on Cruze, Equinox or Malibu. No security deposit on all leases with S & A
Tier credit approval. Due at signing on Silverado, Impala,Traverse &Volt leases are - 1st pay-
ment, title, tax, plates & Acq. fee. No Acq. fee on Equinox. Cruze is $2637 down,
Malibu is $4177 down, Equinox is $4522 down, Traverse is $4603 down, Silverado is $3745
down, Volt is $6908 down. Volt purchase must finance 48 mths/0%. Leases are bases upon
S & A tier credit see salesperson for details. Volt is not part of Memorial Day Bonus Cash
program. Expires 07/01/2013.

ENCLAVE
EVERYONE SALE PRICE
$33,785*

TERRAIN
EVERYONE SALE PRICE
$23,297*

••• ASK ABOUT OUR WORRY FREE LEASE! •••

ED RINKE
Memorial Day Bonus Cash*

A restored M18 Hellcat tank sits beside a 2013 Buick Enclave crossover.

Buick Says, ‘Tanks for the Memories’

Three General Motors build-
ings are being recognized for su-
perior performance in the EPA’s
2012 ENERGY STAR National Build-
ing Competition: Battle of the
Buildings.

Those buildings include the
Martinsburg (W.Va.) Customer
Care and Aftersales, named a
Top Water Performer for reduc-
ing water use by 51 percent.

The company’s Ypsilanti Cus-
tomer Care and Aftersales was
ranked No. 14 overall for reduc-
ing energy use by 31 percent, re-
sulting in more than $4.5 million
in energy cost savings.

Also, the Fontana, Calif., Cus-
tomer Care and Aftersales was
recognized for “20 Percent or Bet-
ter Improvement,” reducing ener-
gy usage by more than 30 percent.

“Through diligent monitoring
of our energy use and continu-
ous improvement activities, the
buildings that completed the
competition cut energy use by
more than 20,000 metric tons of
CO2,” said Al Hildreth, GM’s
Company Energy manager. “The
continued recognition of our en-
ergy efficient work is testament
to the work our team does daily
to improve the efficiency of our
plants and facilities.”

GM reduced its energy use
through a variety of strategies, in-
cluding tracking energy use, mak-
ing the most of heating and cool-
ing ventilation systems, and con-
trolling light levels and turning
lights off when unneeded. Water
reductions were possible from
leak repair and conservation.

“The impressive results of the
third annual National Building
Competition are proof-positive
that any building can take simple
steps to improve the energy effi-
ciency of the buildings where we
all work, play and learn,” said
Jean Lupinacci, chief of ENERGY
STAR for commercial buildings
and industrial plants.

“All of the participants in the
Energy Star National Building Com-
petition are finding more and more
ways to cut energy use, saving
thousands of dollars and reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.”

Recently the EPA named Gen-
eral Motors its 2013 ENERGY
STAR Partner of the Year for Sus-
tained Excellence.

GM’s Green Effort
Earns EPA Award


