
fully electronic top that can be
operated remotely with the key
fob – coming a few months later.

Vehicle highlights include:
• An interior that offers gen-

uine carbon fiber and aluminum
trim, hand-wrapped leather ma-
terials, dual eight-inch config-
urable driver and infotainment
screens, and two new seat choic-
es – each featuring a lightweight
magnesium frame.

• Advanced driver technolo-
gies, including a five-position
Drive Mode Selector that tailors
12 vehicle attributes to fit the
driver’s environment and a new
seven-speed manual transmis-
sion with Active Rev Matching
that anticipates gear selections
and matches engine speed.

• Lightweight materials, in-
cluding a carbon fiber hood and
removable carbon fiber roof pan-
el on coupes; composite fenders,
doors and rear quarter panels;
carbon-nano composite under-
body panels and a new alu-
minum frame.

• A sculpted exterior featuring
advanced high-intensity dis-
charge and light-emitting diode
lighting, racing-proven aerody-
namics, and performance ele-
ments for improved stability and
track capability.

• Track-oriented Z51 Perform-
ance Package, including an elec-
tronic limited-slip differential;
dry-sump oiling system; integral
brake, differential and transmis-
sion cooling; as well as a unique
aero package that Chevy officials
say further improves high-speed
stability.

Chevrolet and the Indianapolis
500 have a long shared history.
Chevrolet was founded in 1911,
the year of the inaugural 500-mile
race, and the Chevrolet brothers
– company co-founder Louis,
along with Arthur and Gaston –
all competed in early Indy 500

races. Arthur Chevrolet compet-
ed in the 1911 race and Gaston
Chevrolet won it in 1920.

Chevrolet competed in Indy-
style competition as an engine
manufacturer in 1986-93 and
2002-05 with V8 engines, and re-
turned in 2012 with the Chevro-
let IndyCar twin-turbo V6 engine
with direct injection.

In that time, Chevrolet won 118
IndyCar races, powered seven
driver series champions and
scored seven Indianapolis 500
victories.

This year will mark the 24th
time a Chevrolet has served as
the official Pace Car of the Indi-
anapolis 500, more than any oth-
er brand, dating to 1948 with a
Chevrolet Fleetmaster.

Camaro has served in the role
as Pace Car seven times to date,
and, as mentioned, with this
year’s running, Corvette has led
the way in the prestigious role a
record 12 times.

were ranked in second place
overall.

“That’s just phenomenal . . .
Some of these cars are insanely
powerful,” commented Jhan R.
Dolphin, president of the market-
ing/public relations firm J
Robert, who started the “Forge
Ahead USA” initiative with the
goal of unabashedly promoting
products made in the U.S. in or-
der to get more Americans off
the unemployment rolls and
back to work.

“They’re doing a really great
job. That’s better than we ever
hoped – it’s really tough to be
that competitive.”

With Auburn Hills-based Prefix
as the main corporate sponsor,
Team Prefix hopes to go all the
way though the One Lap of Amer-
ica, an eight-day, multi-state mo-
torsports contest that is known
as the modern-day version of the
old Cannonball Run.

“Sixty-five teams competed at
the Tire Rack facility in South
Bend, Ind., to begin the 30th An-
niversary event of the Cannon-
ball – One Lap of America race,”
Dolphin reported.

“This year, the teams will com-
pete at 12 different race tracks
from the Midwest south to
Louisiana and Florida and then
back up the East Coast, finally re-
turning to South Bend on the
11th of May. That’s over 4,000
miles with some pretty grueling
competition at some of the coun-
try’s most famous auto racing fa-
cilities.”

He noted in the May 6 update
the team was slated to compete
May 7 “on the FAST Daytona In-
ternational Speedway Road
Course.

“We are very excited about this
track, as the SRT Viper that the
team is driving is extremely fast,
and this track provides an oppor-
tunity to go faster than most,”
Dolphin said.

Dolphin reported that as of
May 6, the Team Prefix Viper had
no mechanical issues. A quick
check at press time May 10
showed Team Prefix still holding
on to second place overall in the
standings after competing in rac-
ing events at Daytona, South Car-
olina and Pittsburgh.

As Loudin and Drewer have
been traveling from one contest
to the next in the Viper with all of
its colorful Forge Ahead USA and
Prefix decals, they have attracted
a lot of attention from the public,
Dolphin said.

“The guys are telling me they
can’t believe how many people
are taking pictures of the car and
giving them a thumbs-up,” he
said.

The level of interest is so
strong that cards have been
made up for handouts.

“The response to our ‘Ameri-
can-Made’ mission along the
route has been fantastic,” said
Dolphin. “Many people approach
the team and the car at all the
fuel and food stops along the
route, asking about Forge Ahead
USA.

“We’ve printed over 4,000 post-
cards with a team vehicle photo,
and (on the other side) our im-
portant message of supporting
American manufacturers and
products MADE in the USA.

“So far, the team has handed
out over 1,000 of them. The guys

say that the response is very
humbling, as many people are so
passionate about this message in
the small towns they’ve traveled
through, and thankful for what
the team represents,” he added.

“Forge Ahead USA is a move-
ment designed to help American
manufacturers to better promote
their made-in-the-USA advan-
tage,” he said. “We provide the
marketing and publicity tools
that they need . . . By making
these important tools available
to many manufacturers, it be-
comes very affordable for even
very small companies.”

Meanwhile, Team Prefix has
been doing an excellent job of
conveying the message in a very
positive way.

Dolphin expressed thanks to
main corporate sponsor Prefix
Corporation, along with support
from a variety of additional com-
panies, including TRICEL Corp.,
Whelen Engineering, Forgeline,
American Racing Headers, Corsa
Performance, Stoptech, K&N,
Archer Racing, Jason Industries,
Thule and Parts Rack.

Team Prefix’s Viper SRT-10 Sinks Fangs into Race Rivals
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Providing
full service

glass repair and
replacement
for all makes
and models.

61,000 sq. ft.

Located just south of Palace Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram at:
4800 South Lapeer Road • Lake Orion, MI
248-276-6653 • Fax 248-340-0105

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30am-6:00pm • Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm

We’re Green! Our collision center recycles and uses environmentally friendly
paints and practices when working on your vehicle.

Corporate Car Approved • Corporate Glass Repair

COLLISION CENTER
SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS • PICK UP & DELIVERY

Lake Orion

2011

Place

Readers’ Choice

st1

*One Discount Per Visit

e Estimate
We offer you…
• The Convenience of getting an FREE estimate without
leaving your home or office.

• The ability to receive a fast, professional quote on light
damage to your vehicle.

• Information on the cost to repair your vehicle to help you
determine if a claim should be filed.

You simply need to…
1. Take photos of the damaged area of your vehicle with
your digital camera or cell phone.

2. Visit our website www.palacecj.com - then click link to
collision center

3. Fill-out the brief form and attach your photos

We’ll give you a quote promptly!

*One Discount Per Visit

www.palacecollision.com

• Servicing all makes and models (including
light & medium duty trucks) foreign or
domestic

• Incredibly fast repair time

• All vehicles serviced by Certified Master
technicians in auto body repair,
mechanics, and refinishing

• Brand new state of the art spray booths
and equipment

• New dustless repair system

• Vehicle safety and performance is top
priority. We make sure that the struc-
tural restoration of the vehicle meets or
beats manufacturer’s recommended
specifications

• Alternative transportation available

• Courtesy detail

• Lifetime warranty on all body work
performed (Ask for details)

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
Valid throught May 31, 2013.

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
3 day rental, based on availability.
Valid throught May 31, 2013.

2014 Corvette Out in Front at Indy 500

ate some kind of money and give
people a chance to celebrate the
car culture here in Michigan.”

Ultimately, Campbell said,
Southeast Michigan from May 31
to Sept. 22 will see three race
days, six cruise events and sev-
en anchor classic car events put
on.

“There will be something for
everyone,” Campbell said. “We
have auctions, car shows, car
cruises. We even have events
that show off cars that are too
valuable for cruising.

“Michigan’s car history will be
on display, and Chevrolet and
GM are glad to be able to play a
part in making that happen.”

Autopalooza Sets
Standard for
Summer Car Fun
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Paddlepalooza, the annual ca-
noe/kayak race and adventure
river paddle, returns to the Clin-
ton River Saturday, June 1.

Participants are slated to
launch their watercraft at 8:30
a.m. from the banks of Riverside
Park on the corner of Auburn
and Squirrel roads in downtown
Auburn Hills. In case of poor con-
ditions, June 15 is the designated
alternate date.

The city of Auburn Hills is part-
nering with the city of Rochester
Hills on the 2013 Paddlepalooza.

“Experienced paddlers tell us
that the stretch of river located
between Auburn Hills and
Rochester Hills is among the
most beautiful and most chal-

lenging,” said Rochester Hills
Mayor Bryan Barnett, an event
regular and award-winning par-
ticipant with his brother in the
canoe race.

This year’s event features
three paddling activities to
choose from:

• an eight-mile single-person
kayak race;

• an eight-mile two-person ca-
noe race;

• and an eight-mile adventure
river paddle.

All end near the patio at the
River Crest Banquet Center over-
looking the river. Awards presen-
tations for the participants will
be held between 11 a.m. and 1
p.m.

Prizes will be issued in each
race class, and all participants
receive a free lunch and an event
T-shirt. Pre-registration is recom-
mended, and there is an entry fee
per person – see the Auburn
Hills website for fees, rules and
other details.

Because the Clinton River can
be considered a difficult Class III
rating at certain times of the
year, this event is not recom-
mended for the beginning pad-
dler. Participants must be 12
year of age or older, and those
under 18 must be accompanied
by an adult.

Participants are also required
to wear personal flotation de-
vices during the races.

Paddlers Vie for Prizes, Glory in Annual Paddlepalooza

The Auburn Hills Chamber of
Commerce is holding a Talent
Townhall on Wednesday, May 22,
from 8 to 10 a.m. at Oakland Uni-
versity, 2200 N. Squirrel Road,
Rochester.

Talent Townhall was devel-
oped as a forum for business
leaders to discuss issues critical
to workforce development, pri-
marily the attraction, develop-
ment and retention of talent in
the region.

May’s Talent Townhall event
will reveal what makes an em-
ployee a good fit while giving the
secret to ensure long-term em-
ployment success.

Scheduled speakers are:
• Ron Watson, assistant vice

president, Human Resources,
Oakland University, and

• Todd Lancaster, president,
YourSource Management Group.

To register, go to the cham-
ber’s website and follow instruc-
tions for payment and to register
online.

HR Pros to Reveal
How to Attract,
Keep Good Talent

The city of Auburn Hills’ annu-
al Household Hazardous Waste
Day and Electric Recycling Pro-
gram will take place Saturday,
May 18, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the 2069 N. Opdyke Road, north
of Pontiac Road (next to the old
Showcase Cinema).

Residents can drop off batter-
ies and other electronic devices,
as well as hazardous chemicals
like pesticides and motor oils for
recycling. Those who drop off
materials must show proof of
residency.

AH Waste, Recycle
Day Set for May 18
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