MAY 13, 2013

DETROIT AUTO SCENE

PAGE 7

Improve Fuel Economy by Cutting Weight

Improved gas mileage isn’t just
a matter of better technology.
Making a vehicle lighter also great-
ly contributes to better mileage —
and Cadillac officials say that’s
what they’ve done.

According to Cadillac, greater
use of structural adhesive and
aluminum is helping Cadillac re-
duce overall weight of the ATS and
all-new CTS sedans, contributing to
better ride and handling and re-
duced cabin noise in both models.

The new CTS uses 387 feet of
structural adhesive — more than
the length of a football field — as a
bonding agent that holds togeth-
er and stiffens load-bearing parts
and components. The extensive
use of adhesive provides a damp-
ing effect, which reduces the
transmission of vibration
through the body structure. That
pays off in fewer squeaks and rat-
tles reaching a driver.

The heavy-duty material, along
with traditional metal-joining
processes like spot welding, also
makes a stiffer, more durable
joint. These advanced tech-
niques, in addition to the use of
high-strength steels and efficient
geometry helps make the new
CTS sedan 40 percent stiffer than
the previous model.

To further improve perform-
ance, aluminum was used exten-
sively to save weight. For the
first time, all four doors will be
constructed of aluminum, cutting
55 pounds compared with the
steel doors on the previous gen-
eration CTS.

With a base curb weight of
3,600 pounds, CTS is the lightest
vehicle in its class, roughly 200
pounds lighter than a compara-
ble BMW 528i.

“Reducing overall weight is a
key element in producing a car
that delivers agile handling dy-
namics,” said John Plonka, CTS
Program Engineering manager.
“By rethinking very traditional el-
ements, such as such as materi-
als used for bumpers and doors,
we are able to save precious
weight and stay true to deliver-
ing a vehicle that is fun to drive.”

Other aluminum contributions
to weight savings:

e 13.1 pounds by replacing
steel bumpers on the current
generation CTS.

e 14 pounds by making front
strut towers of cast aluminum
compared with steel used in cur-
rent CTS.

e 7.2 pounds from the instru-
ment panel structure, where ex-
truded and stamped aluminum
replaced cast magnesium.

e 36.5 pounds by using extrud-
ed and cast aluminum vs. a steel
powertrain cradle on the current
model.

e Strategic use of aluminum is
also an integral component of
the ATS luxury sport sedan,
which shares architecture with
the new CTS sedan. At just 3,315
pounds, ATS is among the light-
est vehicles in its class.

The ATS powertrain features
extensive use of aluminum,
which not only helps cut weight,
say Cadillac officials, but also

contributes to the car’s nearly
50/50 weight distribution for im-
proved driving dynamics. The
ATS also has an aluminum hood,
suspension cradle and cylinder
heads.

According to a Cadillac news
release, “The 2014 Cadillac CTS
ascends into the heart of the
midsize luxury market with ex-
panded performance, elevated
styling and sophisticated tech-
nology.”

The vehicle arrives in show-
rooms this fall. The ATS is Cadil-
lac’s entry into what Cadillac offi-
cials call the most significant lux-
ury car segment.

Since its launch last fall, ATS
has received several accolades,
including the first Cadillac to win
the North American Car of the
Year award.

Grand Prixmiere to Launch Weekend
Of Competitive Racing on Belle Isle

The Belle Isle Conservancy
(BIC) will host the Grand
Prixmiere, the official launch par-
ty of the Grand Prix race week-
end on Belle Isle, on Friday, May
31, at DTE Energy’s Town Square
in Detroit, located at 2000 Sec-
ond Ave.

The event begins at 6 p.m. with
a VIP reception in celebration of
a weekend of races at Belle Isle
Park. The Grand Prixmiere kicks
off the 2013 Chevrolet Detroit
Belle Isle Grand Prix weekend,
May 31-June 2.

The event also helps support
the BIC’s mission to preserve, pro-
tect and restore Belle Isle Park.

“We are relishing the opportu-
nity to host the Grand Prix’s
opening benefit for the fourth
year. The excitement of race
weekend fills the room,” said
Sarah Earley, chair of the Belle
Isle Conservancy Board of Direc-
tors. “The support of our beauti-
ful Belle Isle Park is wonderful
and so essential.”

The Detroit social event will be
filled with cocktail receptions,
dinner, entertainment and more.
VIP guests — sponsors and those
holding Winner’s Circle tickets —
will have a private cocktail re-
ception and an opportunity to
meet and mingle with Grand Prix

drivers starting at 6 p.m.

The general cocktail recep-
tion starts at 6:30 p.m., at which
time Finish Line guests will join
VIP guests. A gourmet dinner
will be served at 7:30 p.m., in-
cluding entertainment and the
main program, featuring a talk
by ESPN/ABC IndyCar reporter
Jamie Little, who will moderate
a question-and-answer session
with several of the drivers com-
peting this year at Belle Isle.

The main program will be fol-
lowed by an Afterglow Party at 9
p-m. The 2013 Grand Prixmiere
honorary chairs include Detroit
Mayor Dave Bing and wife
Yvette, GM North America Presi-
dent Mark Reuss and wife Kim,
Sarah and Tony Earlely, and
Grand Prix Chair Bud Denker and
wife Melissa.

“The Grand Prixmiere is a ter-
rific event and truly one of the
highlights of race weekend,” said
Denker. “This event has really be-
come one of the top social
events of the year in Detroit and
it provides a great opportunity to
meet some of the world’s best
race car drivers while helping to
raise money for our city’s beauti-
ful jewel — Belle Isle Park.”

For information on tickets
and support, call 248-336-8360.
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Yo Bring In Spring &t
with a New Carlll
uff whelan

chevrolet-
586-274-0396
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OVER 1,000

New Chevrolets in Stock!
WE GUARANTEE THE
LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREE©

1.4L Turbo Engine = Aluminum Wheels
Cruise Control - Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors
Bluetooth = Onstar - XM Radio & More

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

$1 9 9 + Tax with
$0 Down

No GM Discount required, no security deposit, no first payment!

NO SECURITY
EPOSIT
REQUIRED

Stk.#40017

Stk.#21968

$259:

Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors * Cruise * Tilt
Steering Wheel Controls - Bluetooth * Back-Up Camera
XM Radio * Onstar & More...

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

+ Tax with
$0 Down
No security deposit required!

Universal

3.6L En%me Back-Up Camera - Remote Start
emote * Power Locks/Windows/Mirrors
Cruise Control * Onstar - XM Radio

36 Month Lease/10, 000 Miles

$0 Down

No security deposit required!

|

See dealer for details. All payments are plus tax. All payments are based on GM Employee pricing unless otherwise noted. 2013 Cruze 1LT
payment assumes you have a NON-GM lease in the household , otherwise payments will be slightly higher. First payment, security deposit, tax,
title, and plate due at signing (unless otherwise noted). Payments subject to change by manufacturer without notice. Offer expires 05/31/2013.

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

buff whelan chevrolet

WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!
Van Dyke ¢ South of 18 Mile * Sterling Heights

Jeff Caul

CONVENIENT HOURS:

FIND ROADS
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FANTASTIC...

even | leased 2 new ones. Please call so you do not miss out on these low priced leases.

2013 CRUZE LS

MSRP $19,035  GM Preferred price $18,767

*202..

36 month lease
with $322 due at signing

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT
2013 MALIBU LS

MSRP $23,080 * GM Preferred price $22,696

232* :
mo-

36 month lease
with $367 due at signing

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT

All pricing Is GMS (preferred pricing) All prices plus 6% sales tax.
Amount due at signing includes dealer documentation fee and lisc. transfer. New plate extra.
PRICES GOOD TILL 05/31/13.

CALL
BRUCELITVIN CELL # 1-586-405-5175
blitvin@unghamer.com

40 YEARS
OF QUALITY SERVICE

;. —/ CHEVY @D”VGB%UUM ESUAICTE i jog pROFESSIONAL GRADE-

#44296 #42333 #21552

QE SUMMIT DRIVE ¢ 248-292-2502 » 5825 HIGHLAND RD. (M59) ¢ WATERFORy

www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com

Be treated with the respect you deserve.
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE
and the Best Deal PERIOD!!
Y2

Wally €dgar

Chevrolet Employce HO — =

1-248-724-1073

JAY CHAISER x117
Fax: 248-391-0189
Cell: 248-821-8026

Email: jchaiser@wallyedgar.com

FIND ROADS

Sales Hours:

Mon. - Thur. 8:00 am - 8:00 pm

Fri. 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Sat. 9:30 am - 3:00 pm « Sun. Closed

CHEVY DEALER CODE 44085

$999 DOWN
DRIVE A BRAND NEW LEASE FOR ONLY...

2013 EQUINOXLs

219

36 MONTH - 10K LEASE
[ $999 DOWN
FIRST LEASE PAYMENT WAIVED

2014 IMPALA 2T

>319

36 MONTH - 10K LEASE

$999 DOWN
2013 VOLT
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36 MONTH - 10K LEASE
$999 DOWN

Impala and Equinox lease requires GMS Employee pricing or competifor's lease in household. Volf lease requires compefitor's lease in
household. All payments are plus tax, title, plate, first month payment (unless noted waived) and doc fees due at signing with all rebates
assigned to dealer. Lesse responsible for excess ware and tear as well as exceeding contracted milage. Security deposit may be required
by lender. Due to advertising deadlines, programs are subject fo change.

Locatedrightofft ] -866-906-0279

I-75 on M-24,
2 minutes N. of the

Wally €dgar

WY
% Chevrolet

Make us your Michigan P.E.P. Car Connection

www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com -

Mon. & Thurs.

8:30 am - 9 pm Palace of Auburn Hills

VAN DYKE

586-274-0396

PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL:
JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM
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