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49 Years of Mustang Proves
Universal Appeal of an Icon

by Irena Granaas

The Mustang, Ford’s iconic
muscle car, celebrated its 49th
birthday April 17.

On that same day, another
milestone took place: The one
millionth Flat Rock Assembly
Plant-built Mustang rolled off the
line. The car has been built ex-
clusively at Flat Rock since 2004.

From the time the car debuted
in April 1964, Ford plants have
produced more than 8.5 million
Mustangs.

The celebration was marked
by Raj Nair, group vice president
for Global Product Development,
who rode off the line in a Ruby
Red 2014 Mustang convertible at
the Flat Rock Assembly Plant.

“Mustang is one of the most
beloved nameplates in the indus-
try with fans around the world
and throughout Ford Motor Com-
pany,” said Nair. “The team here
at Flat Rock Assembly has built
an outstanding reputation for
quality while producing one mil-
lion Mustangs over the last nine
years — and we expect them to
continue that for many years to
come.”

Ford Product Communications
Manager Craig Daitch said
there’s a reason why people nev-
er seem to tire of this American
classic muscle car.

“I think what makes the Mus-
tang special is it’s been adopted
by the people. It really has been a
car that has been developed and
designed by the people - our
customers have always been our
first priority with the Mustang,”
he said.

“When you're in continuous pro-
duction for 50 years, you tend to
accrue not just original customers
and fans, but the next generations
of customers and fans.”

Starting from the Mustang’s
instantly recognizable body
shape, curves and distinctive
taillights, Daitch noted the car
comes with powertrain pack-
ages to suit just about every-
body, from the thrifty commuter
whose V6 Mustang gets 31 mpg
while generating more than 300
horsepower, all the way to
someone who loves the high
performance of a 5.8-liter super-
charged V8 under the hood of
the Mustang GT500.

“While there are certain vari-
ances in performance, there’s no
question there’s an underlying
strand of DNA that makes the
Mustang unique,” Daitch said.

The official 50th birthday of
the Mustang is April 17, 2014.
Ford is not saying if there will be
any special celebrations, com-
memorations or promotions at
that time.

But one thing’s almost certain
- the Flat Rock Assembly Plant
will continue to turn out Mus-
tangs on demand, even as it
gears up to add a production
shift that will make the Ford Fu-
sion later this year.

Also fondly known as the Pony
car, Mustang was assembled near
Ford’s home base in Dearborn, at
the famous Rouge factory, for
four decades before the compa-
ny moved production to Flat
Rock in 2004.

After its introduction in 1964,
the car proved to be more popu-
lar than expected, which led to
Ford adding production capacity
outside Michigan.

By 1965, plants in Metuchen,
N.J., and San Jose, Calif., also
were pumping out Mustangs to
meet demand. Less than two
years later, on March 2, 1966, the
one millionth Mustang came off
the line in Dearborn, and now

GM Foundation Donates $100,000
To Red Cross for Disaster Aid

The General Motors Founda-
tion is providing a $100,000 grant
to the American Red Cross to aid
emergency management officials
with relief efforts, to help pro-
vide shelter and meals to those
in need, and help the organiza-
tion prepare for and respond to
disasters in Texas.

“The recent events in Boston
and West, Texas, and the severe
flooding impacting many Mid-
western states remind us that
disasters can happen at any time
and it is critical that the Red
Cross have the funds to help
communities prepare and re-
spond,” said David Staszak, divi-
sional vice president of Develop-
ment for the American Red
Cross.

Annually, the Red Cross re-
sponds to more than 4,000 disas-
ters in the state of Texas, assist-
ing nearly 6,000 families.

While headquartered in De-
troit, GM has a significant pres-
ence in Texas.

“As home to our Arlington as-
sembly plant, we count many
Texans as family, friends and
neighbors and want to help them
in this time of great need,” said
Selim Bingol, vice president, GM
Global Communications and
Public Policy and chairman of
the GM Foundation.

“All of us extend our condo-

lences to those affected by the
West, Texas, tragedy. We hope
that partnering with the Red
Cross will help build more re-
silient communities across the
state.”

Since 2004, the GM Foundation
has provided more than $7 mil-
lion to global disaster relief ef-
forts within the United States. In
Texas, the GM Foundation last
year provided nearly half-a-
million dollars to colleges, non-
profit organizations and students
across Texas through its Plant
City Grants, Buick Achievers
Scholarship Program and Univer-
sity Grants initiatives.

Throughout 2013, team GM
Cares volunteers will help with
neighborhood revitalization ef-
forts in Arlington and Austin as
part of the GM Foundation’s $1
million grant to Habitat for Hu-
manity International announced
in January.

The GM Foundation is a mem-
ber of the American Red Cross
Disaster Responder Program and
helps to ensure that the Red
Cross has funds on hand to pro-
vide immediate relief when disas-
ter strikes.

Anyone interested in providing
support to the disaster relief ef-
forts can visit www.redcross.org
for more information or call 1-
800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Recognized Valuation Expertise!

and from Grosse Pointe to Brighton.”

Our Northville office is the #1 office of any brand

KURT PENNEY
Associate Broker, ABR, GRI
Office: 248-347-3050
Direct: 248-675-6898

“..from Auburn Hills to Ann Arbor

in southeast Michigan for successfully closed real
estate transactions! Michigan realtor since 1986.

Member UM Alumni Greater Detroit.

Search for any property @
www.CBWM.com/kpenney

Flat Rock Assembly employee Ed Salna pilots the 1 millionth plant-built
Mustang with Raj Nair, group vice president for product development.

the count has reached 8.5 mil-
lion.

The Flat Rock plant has been
producing vehicles since 1987,
when it opened as Mazda Motor
Manufacturing USA and built the
Mazda MX-6. By 1992, Ford pur-
chased a 50 percent share in the
plant, now called AutoAlliance In-
ternational.

Products built at Flat Rock
over the years include the Mazda
626, Mazda6, Mercury Cougar
and Ford Probe.

Over the past year, the Flat
Rock plant has undergone a sig-
nificant transformation, said
Plant Manger Tim Young.

“We’ve invested $555 million,
including a state-of-the-art, fully
flexible body shop and an up-
graded paint shop to make sure
we’re continuing to build the
best of the best for the next one
million Mustangs,” he said.

Agreeing that the muscle car
segment in America is a very
competitive one, Daitch said that
has Ford engineers and design-
ers continually challenged in or-
der to keep Mustang on the cut-
ting edge. He added that the car
isn’t just special to buyers and
fans outside of the company.

“We have this great sign at the
Flat Rock Assembly Plant - it
goes something like, ‘We love to
take our work home with us.’
There’s no other car where that’s
more true,” he said. “Our assem-
bly people, engineers, designers
- the entire company - we eat,
breathe, sleep and dream Mus-
tang.

“It’s an ‘always on’ product —
it’s always on our minds.”

2013’s Car Sales
Looking Strong

Through the first three weeks of
April 2013, new-car sales are on
pace to remain above a 15-million-
unit annual selling pace for the
sixth consecutive month, accord-
ing to Kelley Blue Book
www.kbb.com.

KBB projects light vehicle sales
to surpass 1.3 million units by
month-end, which is an 11.4 per-
cent annual gain, equaling a SAAR
of 15.3 million.

The KBB report points out
that sales are driven by many
factors, including low interest
rates and more favorable credit
conditions, high used-car trade-
in values, and fresh redesigns.

“Ford is poised to post signifi-
cant gains, with an increase of
15.3 percent because of strong
demand for the Fusion and Fo-
cus, both of which improved
sales by more than 20 percent in
the first quarter,” said Alec
Gutierrez, market analyst of au-
tomotive insights at KKB.

“Consumer demand for new
vehicles is strong, which is evi-
dent in the strength of the retail
market.”
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2013 CRUZE “Ls”

Over 330 Available At Similar Savings!

e ECOTEC 1.8L DOHC Engine!
e Automatic Transmission!
© Power Locks/Windows!

. * AM/FM Stereo with CD!
 Bluetooth for Phone!

Lease for Only'

o Tilt Steering!

Stk. #D12535
MSRP $19,035
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e 2.5L DOHC WT Engine!

e Automatic Transmission!

® Power Windows/Locks!

o AM/FM/XM/CD Audio System!
e Five-Star Safety Rating!
* Remote Keyless!

e Alum Wheels!

Stk. #D9437 MSRP $22.,755
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2013 EQUINOX «Ls”

2013 TRAVERSE “Ls”
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Over 300 Available At Similar Savings!
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® 3.6L SIDI V6 Engine! e 6-Speed Auto Trans!

© 6.5” Touch Screen AM/FM/XM Radio!
e Eight Passenger Seating!
* Power Windows/Locks!
* Remote Keyless Entry!

Stk. #2D6653
MSRP $31,335
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have been deducted from Sale Price/Payment and are subject to change by the manufacturer

without notice. M Employee Discount is required excepl where noted. Prices/Payments are plus tax, title and plates. All leases are 39mos/10,000 miles per year. First payment, title, tax and plate fees are
due at lease signing. First payment wavier is available on Cruze, Equinox, Malibu. $2500 trade-in guarantee is on 2003 or newer vehicles in drivable condition. No branded titles. Certain Restrictions apply,

see dealer for details. Sale ends 4/30/2013 @ 6:00PM.
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