
Fiat and Chrysler released a re-
port detailing the combined sus-
tainability initiatives, achieve-
ments and targets of the two or-
ganizations.

The report covers the compa-
nies’ sustainability efforts at every
stage in a vehicle’s lifecycle – from
design, selection of suppliers and
materials, production, logistics,
customer experience, vehicle use,
through final disposal.

The report communicates
progress on the group’s “commit-
ments to generate value respon-
sibly with respect to good corpo-
rate governance, environmentally
responsible products, plants and
processes; a healthy, safe and in-
clusive work environment; and
constructive relationships with
local communities and business
partners.”

“Our business philosophy, where
product excellence goes hand-in-
hand with acting responsibly, in-
volves everyone throughout the
entire organization, beginning with
top management,” said Sergio Mar-
chionne, CEO of Fiat and Chairman
and CEO of Chrysler.

“Nearly 215,000 people around
the world put that philosophy in-
to practice every day through
their commitment and dedica-
tion to making Fiat-Chrysler a
strong and competitive group,
while never losing sight of our

moral obligation to contribute to
the well-being of society as a
whole and to the construction of
a better future.”

Highlights of the group’s sus-
tainability achievements for
2012, according to company offi-
cials, include:

• Continued leadership on CO2
emissions, as the Fiat brand was
recognized for the sixth consecu-
tive year for cars with the lowest
average CO2 emissions among the
best-selling brands in Europe;

• Production launch in the
United States of the Fiat 500e, a
zero-emissions electric vehicle;

• Continued leadership in nat-
ural-gas-powered vehicles in Eu-
rope, with 10 models offered by
Fiat, and the launch in North
America of the Ram 2500 Heavy
Duty CNG, the only factory-built
natural-gas pickup;

• Highest safety rating recogni-
tions achieved by the new Fiat
500L, Dodge Dart and Fiat Viaggio;

• Further progress reducing
the environmental impact of the
group’s production processes:
CO2 emissions reduced 5.5 per-
cent, energy use reduced 6.5 per-
cent and water consumption re-
duced 13.4 percent compared
with 2011 levels;

• Pomigliano d’Arco plant
awarded with the Automotive Lean
Production 2012 award for being

the best lean factory in Europe;
• Continued focus on employ-

ee health and well-being initia-
tives, including those addressing
work-life balance issues. (More
than one million hours of training
provided to employees on health
and safety topics – an increase of
54 percent compared with 2011;
• $27.5 million donated to lo-

cal communities in 2012;

• Confirmation of Fiat for the
fourth consecutive year in the
Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes
World and Europe, and inclusion
in the Carbon Disclosure Leader-
ship Index Italy 100 and the Car-
bon Performance Leadership In-
dex Italy 100.

The report can be found at
www.chryslergroup-llc.com/sus-
tainability.
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WARREN URGENTCARE

“We Care”
URGENT CARE FOR ACCIDENTS AND INJURY

ADULT & PEDIATRIC ILLNESS
Digital X-Rays, EKG and Lab Work, On-Site Lab Service, Strep, Mono,
Pregnancy & Urine Testing, Vaccinations, Sports & School Physicals,

Occupational Medicine, Work-Related Injuries,
Pre-Hire Physicals (BAT & Urine Screening)

SPECIAL ON SPORTS PHYSICAL $25.00 State-of-the-Art Facility

8am-10pm • 7 Days a week • 365 Days a Year
“Bringing Quality Urgent Care To Your Neighborhood”

586-276-8200
31700 Van Dyke • Warren, MI 48093

On Van Dyke Rd., between 13 & 14 Mile in
St. John’s Windemere Park

OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

ATTENTION
Chrysler, GM, Ford

Employees, we’re within
2 miles of your plants

HAP & BCN
NO Referrals Needed!
www.warrenurgentcare.com

FLU SHOTS

Woodland Urgent Care
22341 W. 8 Mile Road

Detroit

313-387-8700

N. East Macomb Urgent Care
43900 Garfield, Suite 121

Clinton Township

586-868-2600

INDEPENDENCE
AUTO REPAIR

Full Service
� We Have Tires �

American Owned & Operated
We do all factory

scheduled maintenance!

FREE Shuttle Service within a 10 mile radius
FREE Courtesy Check on any vehicle
FREE Coffee to everyone

28775 Van Dyke • Warren
12 & Van Dyke

586-751-4440

15075 32 Mile Rd. • Romeo
Corner of 32 Mile & Powell Rd.

586-336-4440

Certifed
Technicians

2
Locati

ons:

Trans. Flush
w/ cleaner & additive.

Includes 17 qts. transmission fluid.
OR Coolant

Flushw/ cleaner & additive.
$9999 Inclu. 3 gal.

of Coolant
In-store offer good through 4-30-13

Front End
Alignment
$3999
4-Wheel
Alignment
$7999

Ceramic
Brake
Special

Includes pad
installation

In-store offer good
through 4-30-13

$9999
10%

OFF Parts

$1799
w/ Tire Rotation
$26.99

In-store offer good through 4-30-13

Full Service Oil,
Lube & Filter

Change
to All GM
Employees
w/ Badge

Camber & Caster
Adj. Additional

In-store offer good
through 4-30-13

OPEN:
Mon-Fri

7:30 am-6pm
Sat.

8am-3pm

tem that builds the cars and
charges their batteries depends
on the coal, oil and gas that pro-
vides most of the electrical pow-
er in the U.S., he noted.

Although, he said, some of them
are very good products that are
very driveable, offer plenty of
power and have a reasonable
amount of range. But to be prac-
tical, said Gilbert, the battery
recharge time needs to be less
than an hour. He added that au-
tomakers take the learning they ac-
complish in making electric cars to
apply toward future vehicles.

Despite all the press given late-
ly to experimental autonomous
(self-driving) vehicles, Gilbert
said he doesn’t think they are go-
ing to be practical. Regardless of
how well the technology is de-
signed, he said, no technology is
perfect, and when someone is in-
jured or killed due to failure of an
autonomous vehicle, a lawsuit
will result.

Gilbert also pointed out that
for himself, as it is for a lot of

other drivers, when he is margin-
ally tired the stimulation of driv-
ing helps keep him alert. But if he
were in a self-driving vehicle with
features beyond, say, blind spot
monitoring, which Gilbert said is
his favorite new safety option, he
feels drivers become less alert
when lulled by use of cruise con-
trol, lane departure warning and
adaptive cruise control, for ex-
ample, and can be slow to re-
spond when a quick decision is
needed that the safety system
can’t handle.

For example, he added, a hu-
man driver is needed to deter-
mine whether the object ahead is
a deer or a child, which in the
case of the deer the better
choice often is to strike the ani-
mal, or if a child whether it’s nec-
essary to swerve and possibly
end up off the road in a ditch.

Gilbert added he’s got nothing
against high-tech systems, but if
his iPhone fails, it’s no big deal,
whereas failure of one of these
autonomous systems could lead
to severe crash injuries or fatali-
ties.

‘Pent-Up Demand For New Vehicles
Is So Strong It Will Take About
5 Years to Play Out’ – WWJ’s Gilbert
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Spark EV’s battery pack

Volt and the gas-powered Spark
to offer an affordable, fun and ef-
ficient minicar our customers
will love to drive.”

The Chevrolet Spark EV will
set an acceleration benchmark
for an urban city electric vehicle
– 0-60 mph in under eight sec-
onds due to the mating of a per-
manent magnet electric motor,
which produces more than 130
hp, with the coaxial drive unit.

The GM-designed oil-cooled,
permanent magnet motor is the
heart of the Spark EV’s propul-
sion system. Putting more than
half-a-million road miles on de-
velopment versions of the Spark
EV, say GM officials, enabled en-
gineers to make the performance
of the electric motor the best it
could be by using a bar-wound
copper stator and unique rotor
configuration.

The motor and drive unit are as-
sembled at GM’s Baltimore oper-
ations plant in White Marsh, Md.

Chevy Spark Sets
Standard for EVs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

treatments” she’s received at
Karmanos.

The funds raised at the dinner
will go toward supporting Kar-
manos’ new clinical core labora-
tory, a 4,200-square-foot renovat-
ed area in the Karmanos Cancer
Center dedicated to laboratory
services for Karmanos’ patients.

This improvement will mean
shorter wait times for patients
needing blood test results prior to
receiving their cancer treatment.
The lab, set to open in October
2013, will generate approximately
34 new jobs, including medical
technologists and laboratory as-
sistants. It will be open 24 hours
a day, seven days a week.

Also announced was the Kar-
manos Comfort Care Initiative, an
opportunity to help make pa-
tients’ hospital stays more com-
fortable. This fund will help pro-
vide items such as complementa-
ry tea, coffee and snacks; blanket
warmers, recliner and sleeper
chairs for family overnight visits;
and high-back chairs that make it
easier for surgical patients to sit
and stand after their procedures.

To donate to the Karmanos
Comfort Care Initiative, go to
www.karmanos.org/annualdinner.

Karmanos Dinner
Raises $2.5 Million
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

If you have solid business news
for this paper, please contact us
at News@DetroitAutoScene.com.

Got News?

Paddle shifters take on new
meaning in the Cadillac ELR, the
brand’s first electric vehicle with
extended range capability that
goes on sale in early 2014.

Unlike traditional performance
vehicles where the steering-
wheel-mounted paddles allow
drivers to upshift and downshift
the mechanical transmission,
Cadillac ELR’s paddle shifters en-
able the driver to temporarily re-
generate energy and store it as
electricity in the battery pack for
later use.

ELR’s Regen on Demand fea-
ture is unique to the compact
luxury coupe.

“Regen on Demand enables
ELR drivers to actively recapture
energy when slowing down, such
as when approaching slower
traffic or setting up for a tight
turn,” said Chris Thomason, ELR
chief engineer. “This allows the
driver to take a more active role
in the electric vehicle driving ex-
perience.”

To engage Regen on Demand,
the driver simply takes his or her
foot off the accelerator and pulls
back on either the left or right

steering-wheel paddle to begin
regenerating electricity.

When engaged, Regen on De-
mand provides vehicle decelera-
tion that is more than what a typ-
ical vehicle experiences while
coasting, providing control and
dynamic performance character-
istics similar to downshifting in a
manual-transmission vehicle.
The feature does not bring the
vehicle to a full stop.

Releasing the paddle disen-
gages Regen on Demand, allow-
ing the vehicle to coast normally.
The driver can engage and disen-
gage Regen on Demand as de-
sired and as traffic conditions al-
low.

“Pulling back on the paddle to
slow down allows the ELR driver
to keep (his or her) foot close to
the throttle, ready to accelerate,”
Thomason said. “It provides a
more engaged, satisfying driving
experience, and when you con-
sider the added benefit of recap-
turing energy, it’s also a smart
thing to do.”

During regenerative braking,
the system converts the vehicle’s
momentum to electrical power

and stores the energy in the T-
shaped battery pack located
along the centerline of the vehi-
cle, between the front and rear
wheels for optimal weight distri-
bution.

The pack supplies energy to an
advanced electric drive unit ca-
pable of 295 lb.-ft. of instant
torque to propel the vehicle.
Using only the energy stored in
the battery, the ELR will deliver
an estimated range of about 35
miles of pure electric driving, de-
pending on terrain, driving tech-
niques and temperature.

ELR includes a blended regen-
erative braking system that will
recapture a majority of the ener-
gy in a vehicle’s momentum
rather than losing it as heat in
the brakes, which is common
with conventional vehicles.
When the brakes are applied, en-
ergy is recaptured, as the vehicle
slows. If more brake force is ap-
plied, ELR automatically blends
in friction brakes to apply
greater stopping power for more
urgent stops.

The system has a standard 4-
channel anti-lock braking system

and includes electronic Brake
Force Distribution, which uses
independent rear control for im-
proved stability and braking dur-
ing cornering, as well as more ef-
fective use of the rear brakes as
vehicle loading occurs.

Also, the disc brake system
features vented front and solid
rear Duralife rotors with Ferritic
Nitro-Carburizing finishing tech-
nology to reduce corrosion and
deliver longer life.

Charging the ELR’s battery can
be done with a 120V electrical
outlet or a dedicated 240V charg-
ing station. The vehicle can be
completely recharged in about
4.5 hours using a 240V outlet, de-
pending on the outside tempera-
ture.

Cadillac ELR’s Paddle Shifters Regenerate Energy

Cadillac ELR’s paddle shifters

Chrysler/Fiat Report Touts Sustainability Gains

The Automotive Industry Ac-
tion Group and the Michigan
Economic Development Corpora-
tion (MEDC) formed a partner-
ship to provide incentives for
Michigan’s small- and medium-
sized automotive companies in-
terested in launching or expand-
ing exports to China.

“AIAG is committed to help ac-
celerate growth in the lower-tier
automotive supply base in terms
of both capacity and capabili-

ty,”said J. Scot Sharland, execu-
tive director of AIAG.

The seventh annual AIAG Auto
Parts Purchasing Leadership and
Suppliers Forum, supported by
the Chinese Ministry of Com-
merce and the U.S. Department
of Commerce, takes place on
Sept. 14 at the Radisson Blu Ho-
tel in Beijing.

More information on the event
is available at www.AIAG.org and
www.michiganadvantage.org.

China Business Expo Planned
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