
The Michigan Earth Day Fest re-
turns to downtown Rochester April
26-28, after a three-year hiatus.

The 2010 event drew more
than 50,000.

The Michigan Earth Day Fest
will highlight environmental is-
sues and solutions through edu-
cation, product/service innova-
tion and community building,
and will feature green and
healthy living exhibits, presenta-
tions, programs and networking,
as well as entertainment, awards,
food and family fun. Admission
is free.

The event is sponsored by
Pure Eco Environmental Solu-
tions, Republic Services, Bosch
Automotive and Meijer.

“Earth Day is the world’s
largest secular observance, and
we’re joining the celebration
with an event planned to inspire,
entertain and educate about how
we can all make every day Earth
Day,” says John Batdorf, general
manager of presenting organiza-
tion MI Green Team.

The Michigan Earth Day Fest
will be held at Third and Water
Streets in downtown Rochester.
It starts on Friday, April 26, and
goes from 4 to 8 p.m. Saturday’s
festivities begin at 10 a.m. and
run through 8 p.m. Sunday’s
hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Highlights will include the
Kickoff & Awards Ceremony,
which starts at 7 p.m. on Friday.

There will be a Parade & Pep
Rally 11 a.m. to noon Saturday.
The Local Music Talent Show-
case begins at 6 p.m. that
evening.

Exhibits will include eco-
friendly and healthy products
and services on display in the
areas of food, energy, transporta-
tion, clothing, home, kids, gar-
den, finances, art and more.

There will be presentations on
international climate change by
expert Michigan-based environ-

mentalist Peter Sinclair, County
Water Resources Commissioner
Jim Nash, beekeeper Rich Wieske
and others.

Those interested in issues of
personal health can check out
the wellness programs at the
event. There will be weight loss
advice from best-selling author

Dr. Kerrie Saunders. DMC cardi-
ologist Dr. Joel Kahn will also be
on hand, plus there will be free
massage, yoga and health screen-
ings.

For maps/directions, program
schedules, lists of participants
and to register or sponsor, visit
www.miEDF.org.

by Irena Granaas

The motto for the Auburn Hills
Community Center is “Where
Seniors are living life to the
fullest,” and the Thursday, April
18 Spring Expo is an opportunity
for area seniors to learn about
the different center programs de-
signed to help them do just that.

Event hours are 4-7 p.m. at the
community center, 1827 N. Squir-
rel Road. Those planning to at-
tend are asked to RSVP by April
15 by calling 248-370-9353.

“It’s to showcase the communi-
ty center and all the programs
we offer to seniors,” said Jennifer
Angus, health and wellness coor-
dinator for fitness programs for
seniors at the center.

Invitations to the event were
mailed to close to 4,000 house-
holds. Giveaways, raffles, food
and refreshments will be part of
the event.

Angus said the Expo will pro-
vide an opportunity for seniors
to learn of all the new classes be-
ing offered as well as the existing
classes. The open house format
event will include exhibits from
local businesses, who will have
tables set up displaying products
and services geared toward sen-
iors.

Yoga, Zumba and Tai Chi in-
structors are scheduled to be
there to give demonstrations.
Visitors will also be able to tour
classrooms and the facility.

“This is an opportunity for sen-
iors to learn about all of the pro-
grams available to them,” Angus
said.

Some of the center’s fitness in-
structors will also be on hand to
hold class demonstrations. Also,
representatives from the travel
department will talk about the
many trips offered through the
senior travel department, and
what’s on the schedule for spring
and summer.

The center has an indoor

recreation area with active pick-
leball teams playing on a regular
basis.

Angus said the city of Auburn
Hills received a Brooksie Way mi-
ni grant award in January.

“With those funds I was able to
revitalize our walking programs
(for seniors),” she said.

The center offers a walking
program designed for those with
arthritis called Walk With Ease,
where participants go through a
seven-week program using a

guidebook and a pedometer. Al-
though the program is filled for
now, Angus said it will be offered
again in the fall.

“It’s not necessarily just for
seniors with arthritis – it gives
you tools to implement a consis-
tent exercise program in your
daily life,” she said. “And it gives
you a guidebook to track your
progress.

“It gives seniors measurable
results as a result of going
through this program.”

PAGE 4 APRIL 8, 2013OAKLAND TECH NEWS

Providing
full service

glass repair and
replacement
for all makes
and models.

61,000 sq. ft.

Located just south of Palace Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram at:
4800 South Lapeer Road • Lake Orion, MI
248-276-6653 • Fax 248-340-0105

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30am-6:00pm • Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm

We’re Green! Our collision center recycles and uses environmentally friendly
paints and practices when working on your vehicle.

Corporate Car Approved • Corporate Glass Repair

COLLISION CENTER
SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS • PICK UP & DELIVERY

Lake Orion
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*One Discount Per Visit

e Estimate
We offer you…
• The Convenience of getting an FREE estimate without
leaving your home or office.

• The ability to receive a fast, professional quote on light
damage to your vehicle.

• Information on the cost to repair your vehicle to help you
determine if a claim should be filed.

You simply need to…
1. Take photos of the damaged area of your vehicle with
your digital camera or cell phone.

2. Visit our website www.palacecj.com - then click link to
collision center

3. Fill-out the brief form and attach your photos

We’ll give you a quote promptly!

*One Discount Per Visit

www.palacecollision.com

• Servicing all makes and models (including
light & medium duty trucks) foreign or
domestic

• Incredibly fast repair time

• All vehicles serviced by Certified Master
technicians in auto body repair,
mechanics, and refinishing

• Brand new state of the art spray booths
and equipment

• New dustless repair system

• Vehicle safety and performance is top
priority. We make sure that the struc-
tural restoration of the vehicle meets or
beats manufacturer’s recommended
specifications

• Alternative transportation available

• Courtesy detail

• Lifetime warranty on all body work
performed (Ask for details)

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
Valid throught April 30, 2013.

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
3 day rental, based on availability.
Valid throught April 30, 2013.

marketplace leader and our
members can continue to sup-
port and share in the company’s
growth.”

GM’s newly announced $331.8
million investment includes $215
million in Flint Engine Opera-
tions for a new small Ecotec
gasoline engine, which is part of
a new family of engines that in-
cludes 3- and 4-cylinder variants
with displacements ranging from
1.0 to 1.5 liters.

Details of what variants the
plant will build will be an-
nounced later. The plant will also
upgrade tooling for its current
V6 engine.

GM is putting $55.7 million in
Toledo Transmission Operations
for increased capacity and tool-
ing to produce an all-new, ad-
vanced 8-speed automatic trans-
mission and an existing 6-speed
transmission. The Toledo-based
8-speed will be used in numerous
GM vehicles by the end of 2016.

The company is spending $31.7
million in Bay City Powertrain, in-
cluding $19.2 million to produce
components for a new V6 engine
and $12.5 million to produce com-
ponents for the small Ecotec gaso-
line engine.

And $29.4 million is being in-
vested in Bedford Castings, in-
cluding $19 million to produce

components for the small gas en-
gine and $10.4 million to produce
components for the new 8-speed
and existing 6-speed transmis-
sions.

The additional $46 million
brings the total to $646 million
for the V6 project, including a
$41 million increase to $256 mil-
lion for Saginaw Metal Castings
Operations to produce castings
for the new V6 engine.

GM also makes a $5 million in-
crease to $390 million for Romu-
lus Engine Operations to build
the new V6 engines.

The new small Ecotec gasoline
engine is part of a global engine
family that could top 2 million
engines a year by the end of the
decade, based on production in
Flint and other locations around
the world. The new engines, say
GM officials, will offer improved
fuel economy, higher quality, bet-
ter performance and reduced
carbon dioxide emissions.

The 8-speed automatic trans-
mission, GM says, will assist in
improved fuel economy and per-
formance. Details about the new
V6 engine program will be an-
nounced later.

Since 2009, GM has announced
investments of more than $8.5
billion in its U.S. operations –
$1.2 billion so far in 2013 – creat-
ing or retaining more than 24,700
jobs.

GM to Invest $332 Million in Engine,
Transmission Production Facilities
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Women enjoy the comfortable surroundings at the Auburn Hills Community Center during a book discussion.

Spring Expo Focuses on Seniors, at AH Rec Center April 18

Michigan’s Earth Day Set for Rochester
Auburn Hills Public Library is

holding its semi-annual book
sale April 10, 11 and 13.

Hours are 5-8 p.m. Wednesday,
(members only – membership
available at the door for $20 an-
nually); 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Thurs-
day; and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day.

Book Sale
The Oakland University Art

Gallery, located on the main
campus at 208 Wilson Hall in the
city of Rochester, will hold an
opening reception Friday, April
12, 5-7 p.m., for a new exhibit en-
titled “Archetype.”

The event, which heralds the
opening of a BA in Studio Art

Art Show

The Auburn Hills Public Li-
brary is hosting a discussion on
the advantages and disadvan-
tages of different college savings
plans in the Large Meeting Room
in the main library building, 3400
East Seyburn Drive, on Tuesday,
April 23, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Attendees will hear about how
much parents should save for

their children’s college educa-
tion based on estimated future
expenses.

There is room for 48 people to
attend. For more information,
contact the Auburn Public Li-
brary at auburn-hills.lib.mi.us or
call the library at 248-370-9466.

Those wishing to attend are
advised to register in advance.

How to Save Up for College


