
by Irena Granaas

Prefix Corporation took the
wraps off a modified 2008 Dodge
Viper SRT-10 March 14 at a media
event announcing Prefix’s partici-
pation in this year’s One Lap of
America motorsports event.
The purpose of the event was

not just to present a beautiful
race car with a show-quality fin-
ish done by Prefix, but to an-
nounce the intention of Team
Prefix/Forge Ahead USA to use
the eight-day motorsports com-
petition to encourage Americans
to buy products made in the USA.
“The One Lap of America is a

great way to share the impor-
tance of the Forge Ahead USA
campaign,” explained Kim Zeile,
owner of Prefix Corporation, the
team’s title sponsor. “There is
definitely a renewed interest in
buying American-made products,
so the timing has never been bet-
ter for us to bring attention to
American companies and the im-
portance of recycling dollars
back into our economy.”
Zeile is passionate about the

subject and said that he was
struck by a statistic he heard re-
cently that, if every American
household would just spend
three or four dollars on Ameri-
can-made products, it could put
over 10,000 Americans back to
work.
“That’s what Forge Ahead

America is all about. It’s about
promoting American manufactur-
ing – it’s about education, and
letting people know no govern-

ment stimulus package is going
to save them. It’s a team effort. If
everybody does just a little bit (it
makes a difference). Sure it’s the
global economy, but we can
make a difference, and this is one
way we can do it,” said Zeile.
Prefix, which opened its doors

last August in a former Kmart lo-
cation on Joselyn Road, was
awarded the contract to produce
its show-quality paint finish
through its 100-percent manual
process for the 2013 SRT Viper.
Team Prefix, a.k.a, Steve

Loudin, owner of the Viper SRT-
10, and co-driver Tom Drewer
were on hand for the unveiling of
the race car.
Drewer liked the impressive

panel work by Prefix craftsmen.
“In all my years of racing I’ve

never seen a race car turned out
as beautifully as this one,” he
commented.
The 2013 Tire Rack One Lap of

America, the modern version of
the famous Cannonball Run, will
be held May 4 to May 11.
Organized by the same group

of enthusiasts who pioneered the
original event, today’s One Lap
has events taking place on pro-
fessional race tracks.
Drewer explained that the One

Lap is as much of an endurance
contest as it is a race, with driv-
ers literally living in their car for
days on end, yet, “The cama-
raderie is staggering.”
Drewer, who hails from Aus-

tralia, added, “I’m real proud to
be representing this American
company for Team Forge Ahead

and Prefix. The drive, determina-
tion and passion of Americans is
what led me to this country. The
opportunities here are second to
none.”
Drewer said with the SRT-10’s

700 hp, 8.4-liter V10, “We’ve got
the weapon this year. It’s going to
be a tough competition, but
we’ve got added motivation and
we’re going to give it everything
we’ve got.”
“This Forge Ahead USA mes-

sage is much bigger than putting
an American-made sticker on a
product,” said Zeile. “It’s a na-
tional movement that pulls to-
gether manufacturing business-
es, employees, communities, in-
dustry groups, and consumers.
It’s a true, national team effort!
The future of our economy de-
pends on all of us making the de-
cision to buy American whenever
possible.”
Additional sponsors include:

Whelen Engineering, Archer Rac-
ing, Forgeline Wheels, American
Racing Headers, Arrow Racing,
Tricel Corporation, K&N Engi-
neering, CORSA Performance,
PartsRack, Thule, & Jason Indus-
tries.
To follow team Forge Ahead

USA, fans can “like” their team’s
Facebook page to see hourly up-
dates, photos and video from the
2013 One Lap of America, at face-
book.com/TeamForgeAheadUSA.
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Team Prefix Contributes to Local Economy with Made in USA Mindset


