
This is one of a continuing se-
ries covering local FIRST Robotics
teams in their quest for glory in
the 2013 FIRST season.

With their robot build complet-
ed, Notre Dame Preparatory
FIRST Robotics team no. 133, the
Killer Bees, were looking forward
at press time to competing in
their first contest.

It’s all part of the journey for
the Bees, a major step forward on
the road to securing a spot at the
national championship event.

Auburn Hills-based Notre Dame
Preparatory is one of 19 local high
schools entered in the 2013 FIRST
Robotics competition that have
received $64,000 Chrysler Foun-
dation grants.

The grants help teams cover
some of the costs of items like
parts and materials, registration
fees and team apparel. Like many
of the teams in the Southeastern
Michigan area, the Bees have the
additional support of Chrysler
employees as volunteer mentors.

“Chrysler's support has been
instrumental in the success and
longevity of the Killer Bees. Not
only the financial support provid-
ed by the Chrysler Foundation,
but the generous support of our
mentors,” acknowledged Susan
McGinnis, a chemistry and math
teacher at NDP and the new mod-
erator for the team.

“They provide the students
with the knowledge, skills, and
confidence to succeed, not only in
FIRST, but into college and a STEM
(science, technology, engineering,
math) career. They work many
late nights and weekends, in ad-
dition to their career and family
commitments to ensure success
for our students.”

Ellen Green, 17, a junior at NDP
and aspiring engineer, has been in-
volved in the FIRST program since

she attended middle school at
Marist Academy in Pontiac and
participated in FIRST Lego League.
The program introduces younger
students to real-world engineering
challenges by building LEGO-based
robots to complete tasks on a the-
matic playing surface.

Green credits her Lego League
mentors with encouraging her to
get involved in the FIRST Robot-
ics team at NDP as a freshman.
She is very appreciative of men-
tors’ aid to the Killer Bees.

“Some of my mentors have
been doing this longer than I’ve
been alive, and I think that’s real-
ly inspirational,” Green said,
adding that the majority of team
mentors are Chrysler people.

“Chrysler support has been the
lifeline for our team,” she said.

Green relates that she lettered
on the varsity level in two sports,
basketball and track, over the
past two years, and also played
volleyball. By the end of her
sophomore year, she found her-
self devoting more of her time
and energy to participation in
FIRST Robotics.

“My freshman year I thought it
would be fun, because I really
liked my mentors from the Lego
League. In my sophomore year I
started to get really engaged with
the engineering aspects and the
processes behind building the ro-
bots,” she said.

“My experiences with the team
in my sophomore year led me to
committing entirely to the team in
my junior year through off-sea-
son leadership ... I became a leader
during our build season, and I
was able to teach freshman and
younger students about engineer-
ing concepts. Through that in-
volvement, I am the driver of our
robot this season.”

Green said that her dream is to

become an engineer, and that she
appreciates working on a FIRST Ro-
botics team. “It provided the per-
spective and first-hand knowledge
that pursuing your dreams is com-

pletely within reach, especially
thanks to student relationships
with mentors and sponsors.”

“My freshman year, we had
girls as 50 percent of the team,

and now as a junior, we have a
majority of girls on the team.”

The Bees head to Waterford-
Mott High School for their first
district competition March 8-9.
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glass repair and
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61,000 sq. ft.

Located just south of Palace Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram at:
4800 South Lapeer Road • Lake Orion, MI
248-276-6653 • Fax 248-340-0105

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30am-6:00pm • Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm

We’re Green! Our collision center recycles and uses environmentally friendly
paints and practices when working on your vehicle.

Corporate Car Approved • Corporate Glass Repair
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*One Discount Per Visit

e Estimate
We offer you…
• The Convenience of getting an FREE estimate without
leaving your home or office.

• The ability to receive a fast, professional quote on light
damage to your vehicle.

• Information on the cost to repair your vehicle to help you
determine if a claim should be filed.

You simply need to…
1. Take photos of the damaged area of your vehicle with
your digital camera or cell phone.

2. Visit our website www.palacecj.com - then click link to
collision center

3. Fill-out the brief form and attach your photos

We’ll give you a quote promptly!

*One Discount Per Visit

www.palacecollision.com

• Servicing all makes and models (including
light & medium duty trucks) foreign or
domestic

• Incredibly fast repair time

• All vehicles serviced by Certified Master
technicians in auto body repair,
mechanics, and refinishing

• Brand new state of the art spray booths
and equipment

• New dustless repair system

• Vehicle safety and performance is top
priority. We make sure that the struc-
tural restoration of the vehicle meets or
beats manufacturer’s recommended
specifications

• Alternative transportation available

• Courtesy detail

• Lifetime warranty on all body work
performed (Ask for details)

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
Valid throught March 31, 2013.

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
3 day rental, based on availability.
Valid throught March 31, 2013.

HAIR & WIGS

MAKE
THE
RIGHT
CHOICE
TYPES OF WIGS
WE CARRY:
U-Part Wigs
Full Lace Wigs
Lacefront Wigs
Handmade Wigs

CUSTOM HAIR:
Any Color
Any Texture
Lengths - 12 to 32 in.

April JonesApril Jones
Custom Wig Designer

7233 East Nine Mile (Just West of Van Dyke)

586.806.5463
WE ARE THE BEST

CUSTOM HAIR COMPANY ANYWHERE…
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Avondale High School junior,
Theresa Hinman, is one of 2,500
young men and women chosen
to participate in the 2013 U.S.
Naval Academy Summer Seminar
program in Annapolis, Maryland.

The program is a fast-paced
leadership experience for prom-
ising high school rising seniors
to help educate, motivate and
prepare them for admission into
the U.S. Naval Academy.

The summer seminar is led by
active-duty Navy and Marine
Corps officers and teaches
prospective applicants about
Naval Academy life.

With an academic focus, the
seminar is comprised of a six-day
sessions learning about the aca-
demics, athletics and profession-
al training at the Naval Academy
and the role each element plays
in developing leaders.

During the six days, students
will attend workshops ranging
from information technology and
naval architecture to oceanogra-
phy and history.

The students will live on cam-
pus and participate in academic
and leadership workshops, as
well as in physical training ses-
sions.

Additionally, they will take

part in seamanship and naviga-
tion classes and cruise on a Navy
Yard Patrol (YP) Craft to apply
what they learned in class.

“This is an extraordinary op-
portunity for Theresa, and we
are glad to see her hard work
and dedication to academics,
sports and leadership recog-
nized beyond Avondale,” said Dr.
George Heitsch, Avondale Super-
intendent.

Theresa is a resident of Troy
and the daughter of Wallace and
Amy Hinman.

Theresa Hinman, left, with her
host, Heather Nearing of the U.S.
Naval Academy.

Student Chosen for Academy Seminar

The Killer Bees of Notre Dame Preparatory take a short break from the hard work of readying their ‘bot.’

Notre Dame’s Killer Bees
Ready for Robotics Rivals

Canterbury Village is hosting a
Mom 2 Mom Expo March 9 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the village, lo-
cated in Lake Orion.

The expo will feature baby and
child care items, musical instru-
ments, clothing and sporting
equipment.

Fees are $20 to buy a table and
$2 for admission. Children under
12 attend free. For additional in-
formation, visit the website at
www.kingscourtcastle.com.

Mom 2 Mom Expo


