FEBRUARY 25, 2013

DETROIT AUTO SCENE

PAGE 7

Business Group Sees Better Days Ahead

by Jim Stickford

Business Leaders for Michigan
(BLM) has some good news -
the economy of Southeast Michi-
gan is poised to grow, and to
grow faster than the U.S. econo-
my as a whole.

BLM is the state’s business
roundtable, comprising the
chairpersons, CEOs or most sen-
ior executives of the state’s
largest job providers and univer-
sities. Together, its members
power one-quarter of the state’s
economy and educate nearly
one-half of the state’s university
students.

Kelly Chesney, vice president
of communications for BLM, said
the organization on Feb. 5 re-
leased the results of a poll of its
members on the future of the
state’s economy and the future of
the U.S. economy.

The poll stated that 60 percent
of BLM members are planning to
increase hiring in Michigan in the
next six months. Nearly two-
thirds said they’'ve added jobs in
the state in the past 12 months.

“More business leaders (55
percent) believe Michigan’s

Ford to Produce

To meet rising consumer de-
mand for the award-winning 2.0-
liter EcoBoost engine, Ford Mo-
tor Company will invest nearly
$200 million and add 450 new
jobs at its Cleveland Engine
Plant.

“This is our One Ford plan at
its best — giving customers the
power of choice to decide which
fuel-efficient engine is best tai-
lored to their needs,” said Joe
Hinrichs, Ford president of The
Americas. “Cleveland Engine
Plant was the first to produce
EcoBoost engines and will con-
tinue to be a cornerstone of
Ford’s strategy to deliver afford-
able fuel economy for millions.”

The hiring builds on the cre-
ation of more than 8,100 salaried
and hourly jobs in the U.S. last
year, including 1,000 in-sourced
hourly positions. Ford is more
than halfway to its goal of creat-
ing 12,000 hourly jobs in the U.S.
by 2015 to support new products
and investment. Additionally, the

economy will grow over the next
six months and none believe it
will get worse,” the poll stated.
“Yet when it comes to the nation-
al economy, 68 percent of busi-
ness leaders forecast the Ameri-
can economy will be about the
same over the next six months,
and only 17 percent forecast that
it will grow.”

The poll also stated that more
Michigan business leaders, about
80 percent, believe the state’s
economy will grow over the next
18 months and no one polled
said that it would shrink. Only 57
percent of business leaders said
the American economy will grow
in the next 18 months and 15 per-
cent said they believe it would
actually contract.

The poll indicated that 66 per-
cent of those in BLM added jobs
to their companies in 2012 and
60 percent believe they will add
jobs in 2013.

Chesney said the poll is con-
ducted on a quarterly basis.
There are more than 80 members
in BLM. Members include Dan
Akerson, CEO of GM; Gerard An-
derson, CEO of DTE Energy;
Mary Sue Coleman, president of

the University of Michigan;
Daniel Gilbert, chairman and
founder of Quicken Loans;
William Clay Ford Jr., executive
chairman of Ford; Allan Gilmour,
president of Wayne State Univer-
sity; James Hackett, CEO of Steel-
case; Roger Penske, chairman of
the Penske Corporation.

“Overall, our members are
more optimistic about Michi-
gan,” said Chesney.

“I think the reason is that the
state has gotten its house in or-
der. State finances have been sta-
bilized and there’s even some
money in the state’s rainy day
fund.”

Members believe it’s easier to
do business in the state, Chesney
said.

But the discipline seen in the
Michigan government hasn’t
been seen on a national level,
contributing to members’ belief
that the overall U.S. economy
won't do as well as the Michigan
economy over the next 18
months, Chesney said.

“The optimism expressed over
the state economy is not shared
with the U.S. economy,” Chesney
said.

EcoBoost Engine in North America

company announced last month
it plans to hire 2,200 salaried
workers in the U.S. in 2013 to fill
jobs in such key areas as Product
Development, Manufacturing and
IT. Production of the 2.0-liter Eco-
Boost for North America is cur-
rently based in Valencia, Spain.
The investment in Cleveland will
shift North American production
to Ohio, while Ford’s Valencia En-
gine Plant will remain the exclu-
sive production location of the

2.0-liter EcoBoost for Ford of Eu-
rope-built vehicles. Valencia will
continue to produce and ship
parts for these engines to North
America.

Overall employment at the Va-
lencia plant will not be impacted.
The Valencia Engine Plant will
transfer some employees to Va-
lencia Assembly Plant to support
increased production for C-MAX,
Kuga, Transit Connect and Tour-
neo Connect.

Recognized Valuation Expertise!

KURT PENNEY
Associate Broker, ABR, GRI
Office: 248-347-3050
Direct: 248-675-6898
“...from Auburn Hills to Ann Arbor
and from Grosse Pointe to Brighton.”
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FANTASTIC...

even | leased 2 new ones. Please call so you do not miss out on these low priced leases.

2013 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
EXT. CAB 4X4 LT ALL STAR EDITION

Preferred Price 35,429

MSRP $37,540

>161..

so SEcunlw 24 payments
DEPOSIT with $98§ d‘Le at signing

2013 EQUINOX LS

Preferred Price 524,233

MSRP $25,015

%0 SECURITY
DEPOSIT

>229.,

36 payments
with $429 due at signing

Must have $1,000 on GM extended family card, must have Ally lease that expires by 12/31/2013
for extra incentive. Lease does not have to be turned in. All payments plus tax.
Amount due at signing includes all taxes, lisc transfer, documentation fee and first payment
on Silverado. No first payment on Malibu through 2/28/2013.

CALL
BRUCELITVIN CELL # 1-586-405-5175
blitvin@unghamer.com

40 YEARS
OF QUALITY SERVICE
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,,44295 #42333 #21552

Our Northville office is the #1 office of any brand

in southeast Michigan for successfully closed real

estate transactions! Michigan realtor since 1986.
Member UM Alumni Greater Detroit.

Search for any property @
www.CBWM.com/kpenney

QE SUMMIT DRIVE ¢ 248-292-2502 » 5825 HIGHLAND RD. (M59) ¢ WATERFORy

Be'treafedv with the fespect you deserve.
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE
and the Best Deal PERIOD!!

Wally €dgar s

www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com

© We guarantee the lowest price or it's free! © We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!

Lease Loyalty
Just Announcedl!!!

buff whelan
chevrolet- -

586-274-0396

Power Locks * Power Windows * Power Mirrors
M Radio - Onstar - Bluetooth
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED

24 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

WE GUARANTEE

OVER 1,000

New Chevrolets in Stock!
LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREEO®

+ Tax with
$0 Down

THE

$166

Stk.#202400
All Star Edition

186

2013 Sllverado

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED
24 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

+ Tax with
$0 Down

Ext Cab

Stk.#21686
Pawer Locks/Windows/Mirrors - Steering Wheel Controls
Bluetooth - Cruise * Onstar - XM Radio & More...
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED
36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

*199:

+ Tax with
$0 Down

@Slar
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See dealer for details. All payments are based on GM Employee pricing except where otherwise noted. All payments assume you have
a NON-GM lease in the household or qualify for lease loyalty, otherwise payments will be slightly higher. First payment, security deposit
(unless otherwise noted) tax, title, and plate due at signing. Offer expires 2/28/2013.

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

buff whelan chevrolet

WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!
Van Dyke ¢ South of 18 Mile * Sterling Heights

Jeff Caul
586-274-

PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL:
JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM

FIND ROADS

L=l o
.|-||

CONVENIENT HOURS:
Mon. & Thurs.
8:30am -9 pm
Tues., Wed., Fri.
8:30 am - 6:30 pm

a
BEB

MEMBER
SINCE
1989

@ j994} s,31 10 291ad 3saMmoO]| 9y} aajueaenb apy @ j994) S,31 10 9o1d 3samo] ay3 aajuesenb apy O

VAN DYKE

0396

© We guarantee the lowest price or it's free! © We guarantee the lowest price or it’'s free!

Chevrolet Employee HO [ami st

1-248-724-1073

JAY CHAISER x117
Fax: 248-391-0189
Cell: 248-821-8026

Email: jchaiser@wallyedgar.com

Sales Hours:

Mon. - Thur. 8:00 am - 8:00 pm

Fri. 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Sat. 9:30 am - 3:00 pm « Sun. Closed

CHEVY DEALER CODE 44085

SIGN AND DRIVE EVENT!
- NOTHING DUE AT DELIVERY -

201 3 CRUZE LS AUTOMATIC

2013 MALIBU Ls

=206

24 MONTH - 10K LEASE

- WOd JeBpaA|leM MMM - WO JeBPIA|[eM MMM - WOD JeBPIA|[BM MMM - WO JRBPIA|[BM MMM - WO TeBPIA|[EM MMM - WO JeBPIA|IEM MMM

36 MONTH - 10K LEASE

All lease payments plus tax. lessee must be eligible for GM Employee discount. lessee must be leasing a GM vehicle with an expiration
date no later than 12/31/2013 or be leasing a non-GM lease. All rebates assigned fo dealer. No security deposit needed. lessee responsible
for excess ware and fear as well as exceeding contracted mileage. Offer expires 02/28/2013.

tocaedrareott1-866-906-0279
Wally €dgar

2 minutes N. of the
Palace of Auburn Hills Chevrolet
Make us your Michigan P.E.P. Car Connection

www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com -
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