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DETROIT AUTO SCENE

Viper Fans Enthuse Over ‘Sexy’ 2013 Model

by Jim Stickford

Fans of the Dodge Viper got to
meet some of their heroes — the
engineers and designers who
helped make that vehicle a clas-
sic — last week when Maurice
Liang, author of “SRT Viper:
America’s Super Car Returns,”
visited a local meeting place for
car enthusiasts at Auto Zone of
Birmingham.

Several men who worked on
the Viper over the years were al-
so at the store, which sells auto
memorabilia. Many who pur-
chased Liang’s book asked the
designers and engineers to sign
their copies of the book and of
scale models of the Viper.

Among those at the store was
Scott Krugger, senior design man-
ager for the Chrysler Design In-
stitute. He worked as lead exteri-
or designer for the 2013 Viper
SRT.

“I decided to come to Mau-
rice’s book signing with a couple
of other key engineers,” Krugger
said. “The Viper is really an icon-
ic vehicle. So we tried to keep the
form of the new one sexy and
make sure the car was beautiful
and styled true to its iconic her-
itage.”

Mark Trostle, head of Design
for the 2013 SRT Viper, said he
came to the Jan. 19 book signing
to show his support for Liang.

“Our customers are passionate
about the Viper,” Trostle said.
“The new SRT was designed so it
was something customers would
enjoy washing in their driveways.
You want to touch it, dry it. It be-
comes an emotional experience.
That’s how I look at cars, being
connected to them, being a de-
signer. I enjoy looking at the
shape of the car as much as driv-
ing the car. This Viper is the most
refined one yet. It has a refined fit
and finish and it has traction con-
trol.”

The government made
Chrysler put in traction control,
Trostle said. But many Viper cus-
tomers love the raw feeling of
power they get from driving one,
so Dodge made it possible for
drivers to turn off traction con-

trol if that’s what they wanted.

Dick Winkles, chief engineer of
the Viper powertrain, said the
2013’s powertrain is more re-
fined. Its 640 horsepower is up 40
hp over the last model.

“Because we have electronic
stability control, our customers
can drive with more confidence,”
Winkles said. “The system is very
transparent. Most people who
drive it don’t know it's even
there. So we can now make the
engine much more responsive,
much quicker.

“I've been with the Viper since
the day it started, back in April of
1989. It was always a ‘back to ba-
sics’ car. I like muscle cars and
their power; [ have three of them
myself. So when they talked
about adding these traction con-
trol features, | wasn’t so sure. But
it’s worked out well.”

Jay Herbert, co-founder of the
Viper Club, came out from Cali-
fornia to support his friend,
Liang, who was the other co-
founder of the club.

“I live in Sunnydale, Califor-
nia,” Herbert said. “We started
the club back in 1993. My Viper is
the RT-10, and [ am pondering
getting a new one. I also run the
International Viper Registry. [ got
my first Viper because I was a Co-
bra fan and this vehicle was the
Cobra I never got to own. I fell in
love with the Viper in 1989 at the
Chicago Auto Show. I became a
‘Viper prospect’ then and there.
I've driven the new one and it’s
phenomenal. It’s everything a
Viper can be and more.”

Liang said he was asked to
write the book on the develop-
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Catering Available
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ment of the 2013 SRT Viper be-
cause of his long association
with the Viper as both an owner
of several models — the 1993 RT-
10, the 1996 GTS and the 2008
SRT-10 Coupe - and as the co-
founder of the Viper Club.

Liang said he worked for 17
years as an engineer for Hewlett-
Packard and even wrote the
Viper’s Buyers Guide, so when
Ralph Gilles said that he recog-
nized Liang’s passion for the car
and “asked me if | wanted to doc-
ument the development process
of the 2013 SRT, I said yes.”

The company covered his trav-
el expenses. He visited Detroit
from California every couple of
months and got to attend some
Viper events nationally.

“I like the new car,” Liang said.
“They did a nice job of making
the car sleeker and more volup-
tuous and faster. We Viper driv-
ers love the whole ‘king of the
hill’ aspect of driving a car with
such raw power. This car has
that while being more refined
than previous models.”

Herb Helbig was at the book
signing and said the raw power
aspect of the Viper was always a
part of the car’s DNA.

“I'm an engineer who has been
with the Viper since 1989,” Hel-
big said. “The design team really
started as a collection of engi-
neers who thought of themselves
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Maurice Liang, right, shows off his book on the development of the 2013
SRT Viper to “Grailkeeper” and Viper engineer Herb Helbig.

as guys working on a lot of cool
stuff. We didn’t have a lot of re-
sources at the time and didn’t
even know if the car would get
built.”

Helbig said that his knowledge
of the Viper’s history from its be-
ginning has resulted in his being

known in the “Viper Nation” as
the “Grailkeeper.” He said that
when the first Vipers were sold,
they found that customers were
people from all over the income
spectrum buying the car, adding,
“It had so much charisma that all
sorts of people were buying it.”
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2 YEAR XM Satellite Radio!
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10K miles per year with $1,499 at signing.
Payment plus tax, title, license & doc fee.
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED.
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24 MONTH BUICK EXPERIENCE LEASE
FREE Maintenance * FREE XM Radio * FREE Onstar
Stock #9348-1 Deal #40605
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2013 BUICK
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24 MONTH LEASE FOR ONLY - PER MO.
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Stock #5585-13 * Deal #40031
*$2,440 total due at signing. GM pricing with lease conquest rebate.
10K miles per year. Plus tax, title, license & doc fee.
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED!

40755 Van Dyke = Sterling Heights * 586 977 2800

WWW.VYLETELBUICKGMC.COM

*All prices plus tax, title, lic, doc, zero sec deposit for. For 2 years receive free maintenance, free OnStar, free XM radio on 24 month leases only. Programs subject to change. Photos may not represent actual vehicle. Expires 2/28/13
**Auto show bonus cash offer is $500 on the GMC Terrain and GMC Sierra and $750 on the Buick Lacrosse. See dealer for details.

SALES: Sun CLOSED; M, TH 8:30am-9pm; T, W, F 8:30am-6pm; SAT 10am-3pm
SERVICE: Sun CLOSED; M, TH 7am-8pm; T, W, F 7am-6pm; Sat 8am-1pm




