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Macomb County’s
Economic Growth
Predicted to be
Better Than U.S.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jacobs cited the impact of Su-
perstorm Sandy and depressed
consumer sentiment for a less
jolly holiday season, which re-
sulted in less economic growth
than expected.

Going forward, the national
economy faces several hurdles,
including extremely slow
growth, lower wages, and Jacobs
explained this lack of wage gains
coupled with the restoration of
some tax rates will result in low-
er consumer demand. Also, the
current political climate tends to
produce “mini settlements”
rather than solutions and poli-
cies that result in a significant
boost to the economy and cut
down on the nation’s long-term
debt.

Major trading partners also af-
fect the national economic cli-
mate, with Europe entering a pe-
riod of recession, and the eco-
nomic boom in China slowing.
For the year 2013, Jacobs said
the county can expect continued
positive income growth. Mean-
while, the national picture is less
rosy — a GDP growth of 1.8 to 2.0
percent through most of the year
at best, but with inflation re-
maining low and job growth con-
tinuing.

On a positive note, Jacobs said
the national housing recovery
will help the local economy, as
well as the continuing recovery
from Sandy. Unfortunately, the
recession in Europe and the un-
certainty in the Chinese econo-
my will result in a drag on expan-
sion for the national economy,
and the lack of wage gains for
most workers and the restora-
tion of past higher tax rates is
expected to put a damper on
consumer demand.

For the county, there are chal-
lenges in the months and years
ahead as well. Jacobs said the
automotive recovery has peaked
and there’s a need to stress on
innovation and expansion of the
local economic mix. Healthcare
reform will also be crucial, and
he recommends a focus on well-
ness and growth.

Jacobs said auto sales will
continue to show growth, but
the total impact will depend on
gains in domestic market share.
Housing is also expected to
grow, but with prices remaining
much lower. Finally, the Metro
Detroit area will see increasing
business opportunities, but he
expects risk factors and margins
to be greater.

Jacobs added there are some
“wild cards” to watch out for
that can affect this forecast.
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Several Detroit Tigers visited the Detroit Arsenal in Warren and posed with soldiers last month as part of the team’s winter media tour.

Detroit Tigers Start 2013 with Annual Winter Caravan

by Jim Stickford

Workers at the Detroit Arsenal
in Warren got a treat on Jan. 24
when the 2013 Detroit Tigers
Winter Caravan stopped by and
visited the Army installation as
part of the team’s annual commu-
nity promotion efforts.

Attending the event were
Joaquin Benoit, Miguel Cabrera,
Phil Coke, Prince Fielder, Bryan Ho-
laday, Torii Hunter, Austin Jackson,
Jeff Kobernus, Kyle Lobstein, Max
Scherzer and Danny Worth.

The players posed for pictures
with soldiers and civilian work-
ers at the Arsenal and then got to
operate omnidirectional inspec-
tion system robots. These de-
vices are used to go under vehi-
cles. They come equipped with
video cameras and are used to
look for booby traps.

Terry Tierney, deputy associ-
ate director, ground vehicle ro-
botics for TARDEC, said that the
devices are very useful to have at
checkpoints and were used for
security at the recent presiden-
tial inauguration.

The players were then taken to
an auditorium where they were
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introduced by Fox Sports Detroit
Tigers announcer Mario Impem-
ba. He asked the players ques-
tions that were submitted by
members of the audience.

One question was directed at
Torii Hunter, who joined the
team in the off-season after play-
ing for the Twins for many years.

Hunter said when he was fin-
ished with the season and he was
watching the Tigers progress in
the playoffs, he realized that was
a team that wanted to win.

“You can’t beat them, you have
to join them,” Hunter said.

Scherzer was asked what hap-
pened last year to make him a
better pitcher. He replied that
the biggest thing for him was
that he was able to be more con-
sistent with his off-speed pitches.
Combining his more consistent
off-speed with his fastball, he
said, led to his success last year.

Major Daniel Ramos submitted
the question of what would each
player rather do, drive a tank,
jump out of an airplane or rappel
from a helicopter. Most players
picked driving a tank.

Cabrera was asked which
pitcher he was most afraid of. He
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said it was the batting practice
pitcher. But he got serious and
said left-hander David Price can
be scary because you never
know where the ball will go when
he throws it.

Another question was what
movie best showed what playing
baseball was really like. The con-
sensus was “Bull Durham,” but
Detroit native Sam Raimi’s “For the

Love of the Game” also got a vote.

Fielder was asked what im-
pressed him most about hitting
after Cabrera. He said that he
was impressed by the way hits
that appeared to be bloopers
over the head of the second
baseman would keep going and
become home runs.

“That’s the most amazing thing
to watch,” Fielder said.

Sam’s Club Offer Set for Club GM

Club GM is hosting a special
Sam’s Club sign-up offer on
Wednesday, Feb. 6, and Thurs-
day, Feb. 7, at the Tech Center’s
Vehicle Engineering Center
(VEC) in Warren.

Sam’s Club representatives will be
in the VEC’s Club GM store located
on the first floor between the hours
of 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. both days.

Those who sign up for a $40
Advantage plan or a $35 Busi-
ness plan will receive a $10 gift
card. Those who sign up for $100

Business Plus and Advantage
Plus plans will get $25 gift cards.

Current Sam’s Club members
can also renew their cards as
well. Club members enjoy all
sorts of savings in health servies,
wellness services, and pharmacy
savings, as well as electronics
services and technical assis-
tance.

All sign-ups include two annual
membership cards; one for the
original buyer and one for a
household member over 18.
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