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Library Will Host
African-American
Genealogy Event
And Story Telling
The Auburn Hills Public Library,
as part of Black History Month, is
holding a special African-American
Genealogy presentation on Saturday, Feb. 16, in the Large Meeting Room.
The event is for adults and is
being held between 1 p.m. and
4:30 p.m.
There is room for 20 attendees, who must register in advance. They can do so by visiting
the library’s Web site at auburnhills.lib.mi.us.
The library is also hosting storyteller La’Ron Williams on Saturday, Feb. 23 in the Large Meeting Room from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
There is room for 100 to hear his
interactive multi-cultural stories
from around the world with an emphasis on African and AfricanAmerican tradition. Children under 7 must be accompanied.
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60 Years of Evolution Culminates in All New Corvette
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

It has remained the standard
engine of the Corvette for 57
years.
During those first three years,
the automaker used the stalwart
Chevy inline-six engine, dubbed
“Blue Flame.”
While the type of engine has
remained the same over the
decades, advancement in fuel
technology has allowed the C7 to
be the most powerful and efficient engine ever in a Corvette.
Performance and style have always been a focus of the vehicle
and each generation has offered
something unique that has
helped shape the vehicle we see
today.
The first-generation (produced
from 1953 to 1962) was the first
to mass-produce a car featuring
an all-fiberglass body. It boasted
dual round taillamps and a dualcockpit-style interior.
The second-generation (19631967), dubbed the Stingray, represented a more revolutionary
design. It was based on a cleansheet design that allowed a lower
center of gravity and lower,
sportier seating position.
It also sported the landmark
“split rear window.” According
to a press release by GM, the
1963 Corvette is often recognized
as one of the most “beautiful in
automotive history.”
The C2 also introduced retractable headlamps, which would
remain a signature of the car for
the next 40-plus years.
The third generation of the
Corvette was the longest running. It ran from 1968 to 1982.
It too was labeled the Sting Ray,
but was now two separate words.
The C3 was known for its aggressive styling, especially its blistered fender and long dash-to-axle

design.
During the third generation,
most of the focus was on the car’s
technology. That’s when the vehicle evolved from fiberglass to a
sheet-molding compound.
The C3 Corvette was one of the
most popular generations ever,
setting an annual sales record in
1979 of over 58,000 vehicles.
The fourth generation (19831996) of the vehicle included advancements in technology and
design and manufacturing techniques.
It was the first complete redesign of the vehicle since 1963.
The C4 boasted a “backbone”
frame structure and sleeker
body. It also was the first to have
an electroluminescent instrument panel with digital readouts.
According to GM officials,
there were not models offered for
sale in 1983 and only 44 prototypes were built.
Only one remains today and
it’s currently on display at the
National Corvette Museum in
Bowling Green, Ky.

The fifth generation (1997-2004)
offered big changes to the
Corvette.
Not only was it lighter, roughly
100 pounds lighter than the C4, it
also contained a higher plastic
content than ever before.
The engine (LS1 small block)
featured an aluminum cylinder
block and aluminum heads to
make it 10 pounds lighter than its
predecessors.
The sixth generation (20052013) was the first to lose its signature retractable headlamps
and replace them with fixed
ones. The move was made to reduce the weight of the vehicle as
well as aerodynamic drag.
The C6 was the introduction of
the Z06, which had a higher power-to-weight ratio than most
sports cars on the market. It has
a curb weight of less than 3,200
pounds.
In 2009, the ZR1 was released
and included the same carbon
fiber body parts and aluminum
chassis as the Z06.
All the improvements in tech-

nology and performance over the
generations have led to the car
we see today, the seventh-generation Stingray.
The C7 model is slightly longer
than the C6 Corvette and includes a wider stance. Its frame
has also been changed from steel
to aluminum to reduce weight.
This latest model includes
more defined headlights, a new
Gen V small block V8 engine and
square rear taillights (similar to
those seen on the Chevy Camaro), instead of round ones.
While the Corvette has continued to evolve over the last 60
years, some elements have remained the same.
Each generation has shared
these four unique elements: all
Corvettes have been two-seat
sports cars with a front engine
and driving rear wheels, they’ve
always featured bodies made of
composite materials, the smallblock V8 has been standard for
57 years, and the Corvette has
been used to test new technologies for other GM vehicles.

GM, Takata Introduce New Airbag Systems
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“The front center airbag has
real potential to save lives in side
crashes,” said IIHS President
Adrian Lund. “GM and Takata are
to be commended for taking the
lead in this important area.”
Another industry-first air bag codeveloped by GM and Takata debuted this year on the 2013
Chevrolet Cruze, also an IIHS 2013
Top Safety Pick. The flexible venting driver air bag on the Cruze is
designed to effectively use the inflator output and the characteristics of the vent to manage the ridedown of the occupant and help reduce the risk of inflation-induced
injuries by allowing the occupant’s

forward momentum to effectively
push the gas from the inflated
bag out and away.
Unlike more complex dualstage air bags that use one inflator for low-speed crashes and another for high-speed crashes, the
Cruze’s new single-stage “smart
air bag” uses one lower output
inflator to manage both lowspeed and high-speed crash
forces. GM testing shows the single-stage driver air bag provides
excellent cushioning for drivers
of varied sizes in both low-speed
and high-speed crash events.
The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration recently
tested the 2013 Cruze with the
new air bag technology under its

New Car Assessment Program.
The Cruze received NHTSA’s
maximum 5-Star Overall Vehicle
Score, the same vehicle rating it
received in 2011 and 2012 when
the small car used a dual-stage
driver air bag system.
“These new air bag technologies provide smart ways to manage crash forces, and are an integral part of Cruze’s continued
success in safety testing and
real-world performance,” said
Gay Kent, GM general director of
vehicle safety and crashworthiness. “The latest safety rating reflects the confidence we have in
its new and carry-over safety
technologies and overall crashworthiness.”

Chrysler’s Annual Net Income
Soars from $183M to $1.7B
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

For the fourth quarter, net income was $378 million on revenue of $17.2 billion, up 68 percent from $225 million a year earlier. For the year, the company reported revenue of $65.8 billion,
an increase of 20 percent from a
year ago, primarily due to higher
vehicle shipments.
Modified operating profit was
$2.9 billion for the year, or 4.4 percent of revenue, up 47 percent
from $2.0 billion reported in the
prior year. The increase resulted
from continuing strong sales and

pricing, partially offset by an increase in the proportion of sales
from passenger cars, including
the Dodge Dart and Fiat 500, versus trucks and SUVs; increased research-and-development costs for
future models; and increased
spending on advertising. Modified operating profit for the quarter was $711 million, a 40 percent
increase from the same period
last year.
Modified EBITDA (earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation
and amortization) was $5.5 billion for the year, or 8.3 percent of
net revenue.
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HAIR & WIGS

MAKE
THE
RIGHT
CHOICE
TYPES OF WIGS
WE CARRY:

Lake Orion

COLLISION CENTER
• Servicing all makes and models (including
light & medium duty trucks) foreign or
domestic

Providing
full service
glass repair and
replacement
for all makes
and models.

• Incredibly fast repair time
• All vehicles serviced by Certified Master
technicians in auto body repair,
mechanics, and refinishing
• Brand new state of the art spray booths
and equipment
• New dustless repair system
• Vehicle safety and performance is top
priority. We make sure that the structural restoration of the vehicle meets or
beats manufacturer’s recommended
specifications
• Alternative transportation available
• Courtesy detail
• Lifetime warranty on all body work
performed (Ask for details)

61,000 sq. ft.

center recycles and uses environmentally friendly
We’re Green! Our collision
paints and practices when working on your vehicle.

Corporate Car Approved • Corporate Glass Repair

We offer you…
*One Discount Per Visit

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
Valid throught February 28, 2013.

7233 East Nine Mile (Just West of Van Dyke)

586.806.5463
WE ARE THE BEST
CUSTOM HAIR COMPANY ANYWHERE…

e Estimate
www.palacecollision.com

• The Convenience of getting an FREE estimate without
leaving your home or office.
• The ability to receive a fast, professional quote on light
damage to your vehicle.
• Information on the cost to repair your vehicle to help you
determine if a claim should be filed.

You simply need to…

CUSTOM HAIR:
Any Color
Any Texture
Lengths - 12 to 32 in.

1 st
Place

SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS • PICK UP & DELIVERY

U-Part Wigs
Full Lace Wigs
Lacefront Wigs
Handmade Wigs

April
Jones
Custom Wig Designer

2011
Readers’ Choice

*One Discount Per Visit

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
3 day rental, based on availability.
Valid throught February 28, 2013.

1. Take photos of the damaged area of your vehicle with
your digital camera or cell phone.
2. Visit our website www.palacecj.com - then click link to
collision center
3. Fill-out the brief form and attach your photos

We’ll give you a quote promptly!

Located just south of Palace Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram at:

4800 South Lapeer Road • Lake Orion, MI

248-276-6653 • Fax 248-340-0105
HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30am-6:00pm • Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm

