
Lloyd Biermann, Buick En-
core/Enclave Marketing manager,
said they’ve done a lot of market
research as to what customers
want and that the Encore hits the
key points.
“Basically, three things ring con-

sumers’ bells,” Biermann said.
“One is maneuverability. This is a
nimble car and has just about the
tightest turn radius out there.
There’s a safety component. Ths
vehicle has the ability to get out of
danger quickly.”
The second thing consumers

want, Biermann said, is adapt-
ability. A vehicle should be able
to take you to your office and to
the beach or to the mountains to
ski. The Enclave’s architecture
can be adjusted to fit someone’s
needs. The front passenger seat,
for example, can be folded flat
for more room in the back.
The third thing people want,

Biermann said, is technology. Now,
all Buicks come with Intellilink.
“Technology tells consumers

we’re up to date and it allows for
a more pleasurable driving expe-
rience,” Biermann said.
There is also lane departure

and forward collision avoidance
technology available.
The Encore is perfect for the

consumer looking to “right-size”
his or her ride, Biermann said.
That might mean a young couple
with one child who need a vehi-
cle to handle their new domestic
needs. It might mean an older
couple whose children have left
the nest, and they don’t need as
big a vehicle as in the past.
The Encore comes with four ba-

sic packages, starting at $24,950,
Biermann said. Each bump-up
adds about $1,500 to the price of
the vehicle, with the last package
coming in at an MSRP of $28,940.
This price package selection is no
accident, Biermann said. They

learned that consumers don’t
want to mix and match options.
By giving them four packages, a
price is easier to pick.
The gender breakdown of po-

tential buyers is expected to be
about 60 percent female. They
expect the “conquest” rate to be
similar to that of the Verano.
“What I hear a lot after some-

one has seen an Encore for the

first time is that the potential
customer never knew he or she
needed such a vehicle until it
was seen,” Biermann said.
He said the vehicle will have el-

egant Buick styling and the Chi-
nese version has been on sale for
a couple of months and has
proven popular.
All Chinese Encores are made

in China.

Further fuel savings are de-
signed to accrue for the Ford At-
las Concept from a series of aero-
dynamic elements, including:
Shutters behind the grille stay

open when extra engine cooling is
required in, for example, high am-
bient temperatures, then close au-
tomatically to improve aerody-
namics when the truck is cruising
at steady highway speeds.
Somewhat similarly, shutters

in the wheels are hidden to im-
prove appearance when the vehi-
cle is at rest or traveling at low
speeds but close automatically
at highway speeds to improve
aerodynamics. These shutters
are powered by self-charging bat-
teries that use energy from the
wheels’ motion.
A front-end wind spoiler low-

ers at highway speeds to im-
prove underbody airflow but
raises at low speeds to improve
ground clearance.
Auto-deploying running boards

aid entry when the truck is sta-
tionery then fold up against the
truck when it is moving to im-
prove aerodynamics and ground
clearance.
These aerodynamics-based fea-

tures together are estimated to
save more than 2 mpg on the
highway without diminishing tow-
ing or hauling ability.
Ford Atlas Concept features

aimed at improving vehicle capa-
bility, durability and productivity
range widely and show signs of
having been developed with di-
rect input from pickup truck own-
ers. Among the innovations are:

Trailer Backup Assist – A seg-
ment-first, the feature allows driv-
ers to maneuver the truck and
back a trailer by using a single
twist knob and without requiring
use of the steering wheel.
Dynamic Hitch Assist – By

showing visual cues on the truck’s
central display screen, this fea-
ture helps align the truck’s hitch
precisely with the trailer coupling
– another example of eliminating
difficult maneuvering challenges.
Tie-down points are integrated

within the cargo box walls and
load floor, along with 110-volt
electrical outlets in the box to
charge power tools.
“We wanted the concept to re-

flect how Ford trucks help cus-
tomers in both their worlds – pro-
fessionally and personally,” said J
Mays, Ford group vice president
and chief creative officer.
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Providing
full service

glass repair and
replacement
for all makes
and models.

61,000 sq. ft.

Located just south of Palace Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram at:
4800 South Lapeer Road • Lake Orion, MI
248-276-6653 • Fax 248-340-0105

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30am-6:00pm • Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm

We’re Green! Our collision center recycles and uses environmentally friendly
paints and practices when working on your vehicle.

Corporate Car Approved • Corporate Glass Repair

COLLISION CENTER
SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS • PICK UP & DELIVERY

Lake Orion

2011

Place

Readers’ Choice

st1

*One Discount Per Visit

e Estimate
We offer you…
• The Convenience of getting an FREE estimate without

leaving your home or office.
• The ability to receive a fast, professional quote on light

damage to your vehicle.
• Information on the cost to repair your vehicle to help you

determine if a claim should be filed.

You simply need to…
1. Take photos of the damaged area of your vehicle with

your digital camera or cell phone.
2. Visit our website www.palacecj.com - then click link to

collision center
3. Fill-out the brief form and attach your photos

We’ll give you a quote promptly!

*One Discount Per Visit

www.palacecollision.com

• Servicing all makes and models (including
light & medium duty trucks) foreign or
domestic

• Incredibly fast repair time

• All vehicles serviced by Certified Master
technicians in auto body repair,
mechanics, and refinishing

• Brand new state of the art spray booths
and equipment

• New dustless repair system

• Vehicle safety and performance is top
priority. We make sure that the struc-
tural restoration of the vehicle meets or
beats manufacturer’s recommended
specifications

• Alternative transportation available

• Courtesy detail

• Lifetime warranty on all body work
performed (Ask for details)

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
Valid throught January 31, 2013.

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
3 day rental, based on availability.
Valid throught January 31, 2013.

HAIR & WIGS

MAKE
THE
RIGHT
CHOICE
TYPES OF WIGS
WE CARRY:
U-Part Wigs
Full Lace Wigs
Lacefront Wigs
Handmade Wigs

CUSTOM HAIR:
Any Color
Any Texture
Lengths - 12 to 32 in.

April JonesApril Jones
Custom Wig Designer

7233 East Nine Mile (Just West of Van Dyke)

586.806.5463
WE ARE THE BEST

CUSTOM HAIR COMPANY ANYWHERE…

KoutureKouture

Note: In the January 14, 2013
edition of the Oakland Tech News
we had one error and one omis-
sion, each compounding the other.
The headline should have read

“2013 Charger Sport AWD deliv-
ers up to 370HP.”
A portion of the article was

cut. This portion explains the
different engine sizes and specs,
which would have clarified the
headline error.
We apologize to our readers

and Chrysler, for the confusion
this has caused.

Below is the missing portion,
from the article.
Dodge Charger AWD Sport

(based on Charger SXT and SXT
Plus models) features the award-
winning 3.6-liter Pentastar V6 en-
gine – now with 300 horsepower
thanks to the addition of a new
sport-tuned dual exhaust system
and cold-air induction system.
The aluminum mill, according to
Dodge officials, delivers best-in-
class city and highway fuel econ-
omy (18/27 mpg).
For drivers who demand more

performance, the 5.7-liter HEMI
V8 engine with 370 horsepower
delivers 395 lb.-ft. of torque.
With four-cylinder mode Fuel
Saver Technology, the Dodge
Charger AWD Sport also can be
configured from the Charger R/T
and R/T Plus models.
Both V6 and V8 models feature

the segment-exclusive active
transfer case and front-axle-
disconnect system to improve
real-world fuel economy.
Dodge officials say no other

major automotive manufacturer
offers the combination of these
two independent technologies.

Correction:
Charger Sport AWD

Ford Atlas Provides Glimpse of Future

A company spokesperson said
when the Dart was relaunched
last year it was announced that
Dodge would be introducing an
R/T model in the future.
“A couple of things happened,”

the spokesperson said. “Dodge
had been out of the compact seg-
ment for seven years and it was
decided (we needed) to get
awareness to as large a segment
of the buying public as possible.”
The R/T is really a niche seg-

ment of the compact market. It is
high performance and while
Dodge wanted to offer a model
that was “a little more premium,”
they didn’t want that vehicle to be
the R/T. The reason is that the R/T
would function more like a high-
performance sports car. When
you get to that level of perform-
ance, you can sacrifice some of
the day-to-day driving comfort.
So Dodge decided to introduce

the GT. It has more premium fea-
tures and a more powerful en-
gine than the two engines used in
other Dart models. But while giv-
ing excellent performance for a
compact, it’s not at the R/T level.
“The GT is for the person who

wants a little bit sportier ride
without sacrificing premium fea-
tures and day-to-day driving com-
fort,” the spokesperson said. “The
ride is not on the far extreme of
the high-performance spectrum.”

Dodge is still working on devel-
oping an R/T and drivers looking
for that model could be seeing
one in the future, the spokesper-
son said.
“The new Dart GT embodies

the best attributes that compact
car buyers are looking for, in-
cluding outstanding style, per-
formance, technology and val-
ue,” said Reid Bigland, president
and CEO, Dodge Brand.
“With 184 horsepower, 18-inch

aluminum wheels, sport suspen-
sion, premium leather interior
and several class-exclusive fea-
tures, the Dart GT represents the
sweet spot in the compact car
market, offering mid-size roomi-
ness combined with premium
amenities for only $20,995 MSRP.”
The Dart GT model is the lat-

est addition to the 2013 Dodge
Dart lineup, which currently in-
cludes the Dart SE, SXT, Rallye,
Aero and Limited models. Dodge
continues to investigate a high-
performance R/T model.
Building off the Dart Limited,

the GT adds such features as:
184 horsepower 2.4-liter Tiger-

shark with MultiAir 2 with six-
speed manual or available six-
speed PowerTech automatic
AutoStick; 18-inch aluminum
wheels; sport suspension with fre-
quency sensing damping shocks;
unique performance front fascia
with black accents and Hyper
Black grille, and more.

Dart GT Offers Style and Performance

Buick Encore Targets the Young, Conquest Buyers
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If you have solid business news
for this paper, please contact us
at News@OaklandTechNews.com.
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