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2013 Ram 1500

Four Wheeler Magazine Calls
Ram 1500 Pickup of the Year

by Irena Granaas

The 2013 Ram 1500 has been
named Four Wheeler magazine’s
Pickup Truck of the Year, the lat-
est honor for the truck which has
already won multiple awards.

This is the 24th year for the
competition, which this year pit-
ted the 2013 Ram 1500 Outdoors-
man Crew Cab 4x4 against the
Toyota Tacoma TRD T/X Baja, in
a five-day, 1,000-mile competition
that tested these trucks under
just about every conceivable
condition. Each truck was grad-
ed on its:

¢ Trail performance

e Empirical data

¢ Highway performance

¢ Interior

e Exterior

The Ram 1500 powered its way
to victory with a palette of cut-
ting-edge technologies that put
the vehicle over the top.

“Our judges appreciated that
the Ram 1500 was able to handle
the on- and off-road segments of
our test with ease while supplying
a smooth ride via the new and ver-
satile air suspension,” said Four
Wheeler Editor John Cappa.

“The Ram 1500 is an all-around
great truck for work or play and
that’s why it has earned the Four
Wheeler Pickup Truck of the Year
award.”

Fred Diaz, president and CEO,
Ram Truck Brand and Chrysler
de Mexico, in a Chrysler news re-
lease, said, “Pickup Truck of the
Year from Four Wheeler Maga-
zine recognizes the engineering
efforts put forth to mold the new
2013 Ram 1500 and we're hon-
ored to carry the title.

“A large percentage of our cus-
tomers are outdoor enthusiasts,
making this award very well-re-
ceived in a fiercely competitive
truck market.”

According to Chrysler, engi-
neers changed every area of the
truck - from a newly designed
frame to new engines and trans-
missions to an all-new interior.
Nick Cappa, manager, Ram Product
Communications, cited several
key factors crucial to the truck’s
latest award, including its air sus-
pension system, which has been
available for some time on the Jeep
Grand Cherokee but is new for
2013 on the Ram 1500; and the
class-exclusive eight-speed trans-
mission, which, teamed with the
available 500 hp, naturally-aspi-
rated Pentastar V6, delivers a
best-in-class highway fuel econo-
my rating of 25 mpg.

The air suspension system gave
the Ram an edge in several areas,
Cappa said. For example, on the
highway the system “actually hun-
kers down 0.6 inches,” giving the
truck a better aerodynamic profile.
And it has two settings to raise the
truck off the ground either one or
two inches for extra ground clear-
ance while off-roading.

Judges at Four Wheeler maga-
zine also scored the trucks’ inte-
riors in selecting their award win-
ner. Cappa cited the Ram’s premi-
um wood trim, new center stack
with an upgradable Uconnect ac-
cess system, wifi hot spot capa-
bility and the new dashboard ro-
tary e-shifter, which works by

wire; and a new seven-inch dash-
board gauge cluster that is recon-
figurable to about 300 different
screen display settings.

“You can completely change to
see what it is you want to look at.
For instance, if you're hauling a
10,000-pound trailer up a hill, in
the summer in Arizona with the
air conditioner going full blast,
you can keep an eye on the
(transmission) temperature,”
Cappa explained.

The new Ram 1500 has already
won multiple awards, including
Truck of Texas honors and AOL
Autos Truck of the Year.

The Ram 1500 already has been
named 2013 North American
Truck/Utility of the Year at the high-
ly-anticipated awards event that
took place Jan. 14 at the North
American International Auto Show.

The trophy for 2013 North Amer-
ican Car of the Year will also be
awarded. Forty-nine automotive
journalists will vote to determine
winners.

“The point is, the truck’s done
extremely well. People are recog-
nizing it not only for not backing
down on capability and power,
but also for achieving a best-in-

class fuel economy rating,”
Cappa stated.
Summed up Cappa, “Four

Wheeler Pickup Truck of the
Year, that was a big one because
they generally push the trucks a
little bit harder than most people
do, but their readers really use
their trucks . . . It really speaks
to the durability and capability
of the truck, so it was a proud
win for us.”

Researchers from
State Universities
Combine Efforts

DETROIT (AP) - Researchers
from the University of Michigan,
Michigan State University and
Wayne State University have
been showing how their com-
bined efforts have contributed
to some of the technological ad-
vances on display at this week’s
Detroit auto show.

The schools and their re-
searchers have contributed to
improvements in safety, per-
formance and fuel economy with
more than $300 million in auto-
related research projects over a
five-year period, officials with
the state’s University Research
Corridor partnership said.

During a tour of the North Amer-
ican International Auto Show, Wayne
State University engineering pro-
fessor Jerry Ku said the gap be-
tween academic and industry re-
search has narrowed in recent
years.

“We are very, very aligned.
Same direction,” said Ku, whose
research deals in part with elec-
tric vehicle battery packs.

Ku said vehicles such as the Nis-
san Leaf electric car, the Chevro-
let Volt plug-in and Toyota’s Prius
hybrids also serve as inspiration
when coming up with ways to
teach about the latest industry ad-
vances. He said students are
asked to look at how the technol-
ogy for such vehicles is developed.
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YOUR OFFICIAL CHRYSLER JEEP » DODGE LEASE TURN-IN HEADQUARTERS

2013 CHRYSLER
TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING

*Leather and DVD *29K Package

24 MO. LEASE

139 m.
sort$21,389°

MSRP $30,999

2013 DODGE DART SXT

2.0L 160HP Tigershark with 6 Speed Automatic Transmission
*17” Alum. Wheels *Air *Power Windows/Locks

*Remote Keyless Entry *60/40 Split Rear Seats
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*LED Stop/Turn Taillights *10 Air Bags

24 MO. LEASE
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sutepnce” 19,189" msee 20,875

2013 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE LAREDO
24 MO. LEASE

>149r.
amior $95 978"

MSRP $32,120

2013 RAM 1500 CREW CAB
EXPRESS 4X4

*Hemi ¢ 20” Aluminum Wheels

24 MO. LEASE

129,
sort $3,978°

MSRP $36,625

We make car buying fun at Milosch’s Palace. Please call to schedule an appointment for a demonstration drive. All rebates to dealer. Deals
apply to stock units only. Must be a Chrysler employee. All other deals include your $1995 down, plus destination, taxes, title, plates. Must
be Chrysler Employee. $500 Military and TDM included. Lease calculated at 10,000 miles per year. Vehicle shown not actual vehicle. WAC.
See dealer for details. $0 Security Deposit. Expires 1/19/2013.
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3800 S. Lapeer Rd., LAKE ORION
Call Toll Free: HOURS: Mon, Thurs 8:30am-8pm

800-710-3857 ..z-... .27

. o . Sales 10am-3pm &
Visit Us at www.palacecj.com

Silverbell

Service 8am-2pm
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