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Providing
full service

glass repair and
replacement
for all makes
and models.

61,000 sq. ft.

Located just south of Palace Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram at:
4800 South Lapeer Road • Lake Orion, MI
248-276-6653 • Fax 248-340-0105

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30am-6:00pm • Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm

We’re Green! Our collision center recycles and uses environmentally friendly
paints and practices when working on your vehicle.

Corporate Car Approved • Corporate Glass Repair

COLLISION CENTER
SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS • PICK UP & DELIVERY

Lake Orion

2011

Place

Readers’ Choice

st1

*One Discount Per Visit

e Estimate
We offer you…
• The Convenience of getting an FREE estimate without

leaving your home or office.
• The ability to receive a fast, professional quote on light

damage to your vehicle.
• Information on the cost to repair your vehicle to help you

determine if a claim should be filed.

You simply need to…
1. Take photos of the damaged area of your vehicle with

your digital camera or cell phone.
2. Visit our website www.palacecj.com - then click link to

collision center
3. Fill-out the brief form and attach your photos

We’ll give you a quote promptly!

*One Discount Per Visit

www.palacecollision.com

• Servicing all makes and models (including
light & medium duty trucks) foreign or
domestic

• Incredibly fast repair time

• All vehicles serviced by Certified Master
technicians in auto body repair,
mechanics, and refinishing

• Brand new state of the art spray booths
and equipment

• New dustless repair system

• Vehicle safety and performance is top
priority. We make sure that the struc-
tural restoration of the vehicle meets or
beats manufacturer’s recommended
specifications

• Alternative transportation available

• Courtesy detail

• Lifetime warranty on all body work
performed (Ask for details)

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
Valid throught January 31, 2013.

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
3 day rental, based on availability.
Valid throught January 31, 2013.

HAIR & WIGS

MAKE
THE
RIGHT
CHOICE
TYPES OF WIGS
WE CARRY:
U-Part Wigs
Full Lace Wigs
Lacefront Wigs
Handmade Wigs

CUSTOM HAIR:
Any Color
Any Texture
Lengths - 12 to 32 in.

April JonesApril Jones
Custom Wig Designer

7233 East Nine Mile (Just West of Van Dyke)

586.806.5463
WE ARE THE BEST

CUSTOM HAIR COMPANY ANYWHERE…

KoutureKouture

by Darrett Pullins

Winter always provides some
of the most challenging driving
conditions in Michigan. One of
those challenges is snow.

What seems to concern drivers
most is how quickly the snow is
removed so the roads are dri-
vable.

What goes into the removal of
snow?

Of course, snow plows. But
what about beet juice?

Beet juice probably conjures
up a thought of a sticky sub-
stance, like sugar, which would
do anything but melt snow.

However, the combination of
salt and beet juice help to lower
the melting point of ice, therefore
facilitating the removal of snow
by city and county road crews.

Fortunately for the state,
Michigan is a major grower of
sugar beets, which is used in the
production of table sugar.

Unfortunately, according to
Rochester DPW foreman Jack
Crowley, although the product
has been used the past few
years, it’s no longer economical.

This year, the liquid juice has
reached $4 a gallon, where the al-
ternative eco-friendly product is
about 90 cents a gallon.

Beet juice, a by-product of sug-
ar production from the sugar
beet, has a few applications, but
none as beneficial to the auto in-
dustry as a product for helping in
the reduction of corrosive salt on
streets and roadways.

Those salts, when cars drive
through, begin the destructive
process of eating away at auto-
mobiles, cars, buses, and trucks,
which eventually costs us.

Bill Bohlen, Rochester’s direc-
tor of Public Works, has been a

proponent of alternate methods
of snow removal.

Last year, by Crowley’s esti-
mate, the city used 100 gallons of
beet juice, in conjunction with
calcium chloride, to facilitate
snow removal.

The mixture of salt and juice
were used on city streets when
temperatures fell below 21 de-
grees Fahrenheit, as regular rock
salt’s efficacy falls off around
that temperature.

The lack of snow last year did
not allow the city to use the mix-
ture much, but Bohlen estimates
the usage of the beet juice and
calcium chloride mixture re-

duced the use of salt by 15 per-
cent for years 2010-2011.

Most of the surrounding coun-
ties, such as Macomb, Lapeer
and Washtenaw, and even now
the city of Rochester, use an al-
ternative to beet juice.

Some county road crews use a
combination of readily available
calcium chloride, along with reg-
ular rock salt, to clear the roads.
Other county crews use a new
combination of salt and an envi-
ronmentally friendly product to
reduce salt usage.

The new mixture used on road-
ways is a proprietary derivative
of vegetable oil.

Counties, Cities Use Salt Alternatives for Snow Removal

The solution, which has a light
brownish color, can remain on the
roadways for up to two to three
days, if there is not an interceding
rain that would cause the solu-
tion to be washed away.

Auburn Hills actually is very
proactive with respect to snow
removal. On a day when snow is
forecast, prior to that snowfall,
the Department of Public Servic-
es springs into action.

A truck with 725 gallons of the
beet and brine solution begins
the process of pre-treating the
dry roadways and intersections.

Dan Brisson, manager of Facili-
ties and Roads for Auburn Hills,
says, “Anti-icing prior to a snow
storm helps to reduce the bond-
ing effect of snow and ice to the
pavement surface, thereby offer-
ing better traction and braking
during the initial snowfall.”

Having safer driving condi-
tions is beneficial to both mo-
torist and the city, as better con-
trol of the vehicle under haz-
ardous conditions, could result
in fewer accidents.

There are additional advantages

to Auburn Hills and all drivers
with the city’s use of beet juice.

Because this mixture has been in
use the last two years, the city has
had to use up to 30 percent less
salt on the roads. Plus, not having
to re-plow saves man-hours.

Also, less salt on the roads is

an advantage to the driving pub-
lic, as cars are not subject as
much to the corrosive character-
istics of salt.

Other local Michigan communi-
ties have experimented with the
beet juice and brine solution, and
have had less favorable results.

Auburn Hills Uses Michigan Beet Juice to Treat Snow
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For 2013, the new Ram 1500 of-
fers buyers best-in-class 25 MPG
fuel efficiency, new technology
and new features without sacri-
ficing capability. Ram 1500
comes equipped with a choice of
engines, including the legendary
5.7-liter HEMI V8 engine or the
award-winning Pentastar V6, the
Ram 1500 offers excellent power-
trains in the industry.

The 2013 Ram 1500 features
first-in-segment technologies:
eight-speed automatic transmis-
sion, stop-start system, thermal
management system, pulse-
width modulation and active
aerodynamics, including grille
shutters and active air suspen-
sion. The 2013 Ram 1500 is avail-
able in nine trim levels and starts
at $23,585 including $995 desti-
nation charge.

Ram engineers say they
changed every area of the truck –
from a newly designed frame to
new engines and transmissions to
a new interior with the next-gen-
eration Uconnect access system.
With excellent ride and handling
and aerodynamics, the 2013 Ram
1500 delivers great content, per-
formance and capability to truck
buyers, Ram spokespeople said.

To be eligible to win NAIAS
truck or car of the year, a vehicle
must be all-new or substantially
changed. After considering dozens
of vehicles this year, the jurors fi-

nally narrowed the field to the 11
cars and 10 trucks/utility vehi-
cles on which they voted.

Early in December, the jurors
voted on those short-list vehicles,
sending their ballots directly to De-
loitte & Touche in Detroit.

On those ballots, jurors were giv-
en 25 points to distribute among
the cars and 25 points to distrib-
ute among the trucks. However, no
more than 10 points could be giv-
en to a single vehicle and those
maximum points could be given to
only one truck and one car. Jurors
must use all their points.

That vote narrows the field to
three cars and three trucks.
Those finalists were disclosed at
a luncheon held by the Automo-
tive Press Association in Detroit.

Then the jurors voted again on
those three cars and three
trucks/utility vehicles.

In that vote, jurors have 10
points for the cars and 10 points
for the trucks. All 10 points may be
given to a single vehicle or they
may be divided up. All the points
must be used.

This year, to reflect the grow-
ing numbers of crossover vehi-
cles in the North American mar-
ket, jurors voted to change the
name of North American Truck
of the Year to North American
Truck/Utility of the Year.

The awards are financed by
the jurors’ dues and the organi-
zation does not accept advertis-
ing or fees from automakers.

Ram 1500 Earns Truck/Utility of Year
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The Auburn Hills public library
has some courses of interest for
those looking to manage their
money or simply learn how to
keep an electronic photo album.

The class, titled, “My Money
and Me (Part 2),” will be held on
Tuesday, Jan. 29, from 6:30 to 8
p.m. in the main library’s large
meeting room. There is room for
15 attendees.

The class titled, “Organizing
Digital Photos on Your Comput-
er,” takes place on Saturday, Jan.
26, between 2 and 4 p.m. in the
large meeting room. There are
openings for 22 people.

To register, visit the main li-
brary at auburn-hills.lib.mi.us, or
call 248-370-9466.

AH Library Offers
‘How to’ Courses

Auburn Hills Mayor James Mc-
Donald will be giving the annual
State of the Community speech
on Thursday, Jan. 24, beginning
at 9 a.m. in the Palace of Auburn
Hills, 6 Championship Drive.

There will be a special conti-
nental breakfast and community
expo prior to the speech starting
at 8 a.m. The fee is $45 for cham-
ber members, $50 for non-mem-
bers. To register online, visit the
Auburn Hills Chamber of Com-
merce online at auburn-
hillschamber.com. The Expo is
sponsored by the Palace Come
Together Program. Call Rachael
Jay of the Auburn Chamber of
Commerce at 248-853-7862 for
more information.

AH Mayor to Talk
State of the City

If you have solid business news
for this paper, please contact us
at News@OaklandTechNews.com.

We always like hearing from
our readers, and the companies
and businesses whose stories ap-
pear in this newspaper.

And, human interest stories ap-
peal to all. If you’ve got a story to
share, don’t hesitate to contact us.

Got News?

mailto:news@oaklandtechnews.com

