
Global automakers make their
presence known at the 2013
North American International Au-
to Show (NAIAS), and with less
than one month to go before the
curtain rises, the industry re-
mains focused on one of the top
automotive events in the world.

“This show is a reflection of
the positive changes that are oc-
curring in our industry,” said Jim
Seavitt , chairman, 2013 NAIAS.
“Automakers from around the
world continue to place NAIAS at
the top of their global auto show
strategies, and have committed
to more than 50 vehicle debuts
with the majority being world-
wide unveilings.”

Seavitt said the official NAIAS
Press Conference Schedule,
which was released today, reads
like an automakers ‘Who’s Who’
and features nearly 40 official
events to be held at Press Pre-
view, Jan. 14-15.

“Our hotels are filling up, our
international media registration
is up 15 percent, and the energy
is back,” he said. “Our city, state
and industry are in a better
place. It's show time in Detroit.”

Together, the more than 50
worldwide and North American
unveilings are a major demon-
stration of confidence in the NA-
IAS, which is frequently com-
pared with shows in Geneva,
Frankfurt, Paris, Tokyo, and Bei-
jing/Shanghai.

Most NAIAS press conferences
will take place at Detroit’s Cobo
Center, which is currently in the
second of a three-phase expan-
sion plan. Some events will take
place in the new three-story
glass atrium facing the Detroit
River.

The lone offsite press confer-
ence will be presented by Ford
Motor Company at neighboring
Joe Louis Arena on Jan. 15.

With more than 6,000 journal-
ists from around the globe ex-
pected to attend NAIAS, the
show continues to be at the fore-
front as a venue for manufactur-
ers and Tier One suppliers to an-
nounce new vehicles and make
industry news.

The press preview of the show
starts at 8 a.m. on Monday, Jan.
14 when Jeep holds the first con-
ference.

Monday, Jan. 14

• 8:35 - 9 a.m. - Chevrolet.
• 9:10 - 9:35 a.m. - Lincoln.
• 9:45 - 10:10 a.m. - Infiniti.
• 10:20 - 10:45 a.m. - Mercedes.
• 10:55 - 11:20 a.m. - Volkswa-

gen.
• 11:30 - 11:55 a.m. - BMW.
• 12:05 - 12:30 p.m. - Audi.
• 12:40 - 1:05 p.m. - Bentley.
• 1:15 - 1:40 p.m. - MINI.
• 1:50 - 2:15 p.m. - Honda.
• 2:25 - 2:50 p.m. - Toyota.
• 3:00 - 3:25 p.m. - Hyundai.
• 3:35 - 4:00 p.m. - Maserati.
• 4:10 - 4:35 p.m. - Via Motors.
• 4:45 - 5:10 p.m. - Panosonic

Automotive/M2-30.
Tuesday, Jan. 15
• 8:10 - 9:15 a.m. - Nissan.
• 8:50 - 9:15 a.m. - Ford in Joe

Louis Arena.
• 9:30 - 9:55 a.m. - Lexus.
• 10:05 - 10:30 a.m. - Cadillac.
• 10:40 - 11:05 a.m. - Acura.
• 11:15 - 11:40 a.m. - Kia.
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Global venture capital and
growth equity firm Accel has
made a $30 million strategic in-
vestment in Plex, an Auburn Hills
provider of cloud-based ERP (En-
terprise Resource Planning) solu-
tions for manufacturers.

As part of the financing, Accel
Partners will gain a seat on its
board of directors, joining Fran-
cisco Partners, which acquired
Plex Systems earlier this year.

Accel Partners will further sup-
port Plex’s already advancing
“shop floor to top floor” cloud
technology for ERP, manufacturing
execution, quality management,
supply chain management, and
business intelligence.

As part of a broader shift of
core business processes to the
cloud – including storage, back-
up, and development – manufac-
turers are demanding cloud-
based ERP systems.

Working from the cloud pro-
vides many benefits including
lower organizational burden,
higher reliability, frequent up-
dates, and lower total cost of
ownership. Plex Systems contin-
ues to lead this trend, having
grown rapidly and profitably.

“Plex Systems was early in
bringing the cloud to manufac-
turing ERP, and it now has the
most advanced offering in the in-
dustry,” said Sameer Gandhi, a
partner with Accel Partners and
newly appointed Plex Systems
board member.

“Accel’s investment philosophy
is to invest in companies that
have the greatest potential for
success due to their market posi-
tion, disruptive technology and
prospects for future growth,” said
Gandhi.

“Plex Systems represents an op-
portunity to help move a highly
complex and diverse industry –
manufacturing – to the next com-
puting platform, based in the
cloud.

“We believe the manufacturing
ERP market represents at least a
$5 billion opportunity, and that
less than 10 percent of the market
has transitioned so far.”

Plex Systems will join existing
Accel investments – including
such successful online and soft-
ware innovators as Facebook,
Kayak, Qlik Technologies, Drop-
box and Cloudera – that collec-

tively define their industry cate-
gories and the future direction of
online technology for businesses
and consumers alike.

Earlier this year, Plex Systems
was acquired by Francisco Part-
ners, a leading technology-fo-
cused private equity firm, which
had identified the company as an
early mover and pioneer in the
cloud ERP market, with strong
growth opportunities.

“Plex Systems is already a ‘cat-
egory killer’ in cloud ERP for
manufacturing,” said Petri Oksa-
nen, a principal with Francisco
Partners.

“Plex Systems and our cus-
tomers will benefit greatly from the
validation and investment that
Francisco Partners and Accel Part-
ners have made in the company,”
said Mark Symonds, President and
CEO of Plex Systems.

“In addition to validating our
strategy, direction and technolo-
gy, Accel and Francisco Partners
bring access to additional talent,
connections and other relation-
ships that will enable Plex Sys-
tems to continue to scale quickly
to meet customer demand.

Plex serves hundreds of cus-
tomers across a wide range of in-
dustries including aerospace, au-
tomotive, electronics, manufac-
turing, and food & beverage.

Cloud Technology Behind
Accel Investment in Plex

Bosch Packaging Services,
Inc., says it intends to purchase
a minority share of Industrial
Pharmaceutical Resources, Inc.,
(IPR, Inc.) of Bartlett, Ill.

IPR refurbishes, upgrades and
manufactures control and au-
tomation products and inspection
systems for pharmaceutical equip-
ment, such as tablet presses.

In 2011, with 23 associates,
IPR, Inc., generated sales of ap-
proximately $12.4 million.

The terms of the investment
will remain private as agreed
upon by both parties. The trans-
action is subject to normal clos-
ing conditions, including regula-
tory approvals.

“Securing a minority share of In-
dustrial Pharmaceutical Re-
sources, Inc., will further strength-
en our value chain and will pro-
vide a strong addition to our re-
cent acquisition of Manesty Ltd.,
in the United Kingdom, and Hut-
tlin, based in Schopfheim, Ger-
many,” said Gary Anderton, gen-
eral manager, Bosch Packaging
Services, Inc.

In 2011, Bosch acquired
Manesty Ltd., which specializes
in the manufacture of tablet
presses and tablet coating sys-
tems and Huttlin, which pro-
duces specialty drying and gran-
ulation equipment.

Bosch Buys Into
Pharmaceutical
Firm, IPR Inc.

Detroit Auto Show Gets Ready for World


