DECEMBER 3, 2012

TECH CENTER NEWS

PAGE 7

Chevrolet Throws Down the Gauntlet
With Spark Mini-EV, on Sale in 2013

by Irena Granaas

Today’s auto buyers have a
number of manufacturers jockey-
ing for their attention with state-
of-the-art hybrid electric or all-
electric vehicle options, and
Chevrolet has come out swinging
with a new EV designed to be
practical, yet fun to drive.

In the fast-evolving mini-EV
class, Chevrolet has served notice
that it’s ready to take “charge” with
the 2014 Chevrolet Spark EV, un-
veiled last week at the Los Angeles
International Auto Show.

Touting what it says will be a
best-in-class battery range, at-
tractive pricing (under $25,000
after federal tax incentives) and
other advantages, the Detroit-
based automaker initially hopes
to win consumers’ favor in key
small-EV markets such as Califor-
nia and South Korea.

The new EV is also slated to go
on sale next year in participating
dealerships throughout Oregon,
Canada and other global market
locations to be announced.

The car, which shares a plat-
form with its IC-powered sibling
of the same name, bursts onto
the scene of a crowded EV
minicar field to vie with rivals
like the Mitsubishi i-MiEV, Fiat
500e EV, Nissan Leaf, Smart
Fortwo Electric Drive and the
Scion iQ, said Chevrolet spokes-
woman Annalisa Bluhm.

According to various sources,
these cars have estimated ranges
from 50 up to just under 90 miles
on a single charge.

At press time, Chevrolet was
keeping the Spark EV’s driving
range under its hat, but GM is
confident the car will defuse po-
tential EV buyers’ well-docu-
mented range anxiety.

“Our initial numbers are really
positive,” said Bluhm, “and we
know we’re going to be best in seg-
ment . And I think when the
numbers come out, we’ll be right
at the top with the Nissan Leaf, so
the numbers so far are very en-
couraging.”

Range estimates for the Leaf
vary from 47 to 105 miles on a sin-
gle charge, according to Nissan;

and Wikipedia rates the 2012 mod-
el at up to 87 miles per full charge.

Although it’s not in the mini-
EV segment, Bluhm acknowl-
edged the current EV range
champion is the California-built
Tesla Model S, which has an EPA
estimated range of 265 miles. But
GM isn’t running scared.

“We wish them very well, be-
cause the more people that are in
this race, it helps us, really, be-
cause that competition helps
drive down costs in terms of
components, “ said Bluhm.

The Spark EV shares the same
platform as its IC engine-pow-
ered sibling, the Chevrolet Spark.

Bluhm noted that, while a ma-
jority of the EV’s components
have already been created and
designed for the non-electric ver-
sion, the Spark EV benefits from
a revised transmission, better
shock absorbers, improved ride
and handling, and an aerodynam-
ic do-over that enhanced the
car’s range by 2.5 miles.

The Spark EV’s motor shares
40 percent of its components
with the Chevrolet Volt, said
Bluhm, which in contrast to oth-
er OEMs that have had to start
from scratch with an EV, Chevro-
let engineering teams, design
teams and dealers have benefit-
ed from years of EV experience
thanks to the Volt.

“They wunderstand the EV
space,” said Bluhm, “so when it
comes to a cost and viability per-
spective, our position is a little bet-
ter than other OEMs, because
we've got the people, we've got the
technology and we leveraged all
that in the Spark EV.”

Of course, range is not the only
consideration. GM and Chevrolet
have paid close attention to the
real-world issues of relying on an
EV for daily transportation. While
owners will do the majority of
charging with a 240-volt charger —
which takes seven hours — GM will
be announcing a quick-fix option in
the near future.

“We’re the first in the industry
to have a car available with the
SAE combo DC fast charger,”
Bluhm said, “and with that, you
would be able to charge up to 80

2014 Spark EV

percent in around 20 minutes.

“Since it’s a pure EV, it doesn’t
have an onboard range extender

. It’s kind of critical to have a
fast-charging option to get you
home or to get you from point ‘A’
to point ‘B.””

Climate conditions and driving
habits can affect the vehicle’s
range. For example, moderate
speeds and smooth acceleration
tends to extend the range. Cold
temperatures and extreme sun
and heat reduce its range, Bluhm
explained.

“Climates such as those you
find in California and Oregon are
pretty perfect and provide an ex-
cellent environment to really ex-
tend and optimize the battery’s
range . . . That’s not to say that
the vehicle won’t operate in ex-
tremes,” she added.

There are a variety of apps ac-
cessible to Spark owners with
smartphones, including BringGo
— a full-function navigation app
available for a 30-day free trial —
and internet radio links like
Tunein and Stitcher.

These apps make use of a
smartphone to connect the apps,
through the MyLink OnStar re-
mote link, to one of the Spark’s
two, high-resolution seven-inch
color LCD screens.

Chevrolet’s MyLink comes
standard with the Spark EV and
the car also comes with three
years of OnStar service.

Drivers should find tooling about
in the Spark EV far from dull, said
Bluhm. The car’s advanced electric
motor and battery system, teamed
with a GM-designed coaxial drive
unit and electric motor is slated to
deliver 130 hp and 400 Ib.-ft. of
torque for instant acceleration.
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HOLIDAYS |
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buff whelan
chevrolet: -

586-274-0396

2013 MALIBU Ls
—

Stk.#20543

Power Locks * Power Windows * Power Mirrors
Cruise * Tilt - Keyless Entry = Aluminum Wheels & More...
NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED

36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

¥198:

+ Tax with
$399 Down

OVER 1,000 -

New Chevrolets in Stock!
WE GUARANTEE THE
LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREEO

Stk.#21127

2013 Slverado LT

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED
36 Month Lease/10,000 Miles

$ 2 2 8 + Tax with
$0 Down

Ext Cab

All Star Edition

See dealer for details. All payments are based on GM Employee pricing except where otherwise noted. All payments assume you have
a NON-GM lease in the household, otherwise payments will be slightly higher. First payment, security deposit (unless otherwise noted)
tax, title, and plate due at signing. Offer expires 12/31/2012.

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

buff whelan chevrolet

WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!
Van Dyke ¢ South of 18 Mile * Sterling Heights

Jeff Caul [a)

CONVENIENT HOURS:

- 1

Chevy Run§ Deep

| [l |[vemero. ||

<DEALS CONTINUE

Please Call for Details.

Selling New Chevys, Buicks and GMCs at the ABSOLUTE LOWEST PRICE POSSIBLE!

2013 CRUZE

Preferred Price 518,752

MSRP $19,020

S222.,

S0 SECURITY i [ -
DEPOSIT with $558 Due at Signing

2013 SILVERADO EXT CAB ALL STAR

0 SECURITY
DEPOSIT

36 mo lease

*GMS pricing, must have Non-GM lease in household.
Must be well qualified lessees. All payments are plus tx, title, document and plate fee.
First payment due at signing. All leases are 36 months/10K miles per year.

sructLiruw  CELL # 1-586-405-5175
- 24/7 & 365 -

blitvin@unghamer.com

40 YEARS
OF QUALITY SERVICE

h GMm E
_y CHEW @Drweseaunful ESBUMICCED  y inp proressionaL CRADE

#44295 #42333 #21552

QE SUMMIT DRIVE ¢ 248-292-2502 » 5825 HIGHLAND RD. (M59) ¢ WATERFORy

Be'treafedv with the fespect you deserve.
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE
and the Best Deal PERIOD!!

Wally €dgar =m=

Chevrolet Employce HQ  Chevy Runs Deep

1-248-724-1073

JAY CHAISER x117
Fax: 248-391-0189
Cell: 248-821-8026

Email: jchaiser@wallyedgar.com

www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com

Sales Hours:

Mon. - Thur. 8:00 am - 8:00 pm

Fri. 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Sat. 9:30 am - 3:00 pm « Sun. Closed

CHEVY DEALER CODE 44085

2013 CAMARO coupe

*199

36 MONTH - 10K LEASE
- WITH $999 DOWN

A/C, BLUETOOTH, ANTILOCK BRAKES, LIMITED SLIP DIFFERENTIAL, REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY, REAR SPOILER,
STABLITRAK, SPORT SUSPENSION, POWER WINDOWS AND MUCH MORE!!!

2012 SONIC SEDAN
SALE PRICE

13,495

35 MPG, 5 STAR SAFETY RATING, OIL LIFE MONITOR,
STABILITRAK, REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY,
ANTILOCK BRAKES, POWER LOCKS, A/C

2013 SPARK
SALE PRICE

=511,795"

38 MPG, 10 AIR BAGS, A/C, ABS,
FWD TRACTION CONTROL, STABILITRAK,
SPOILER, POWER WINDOWS AND MORE!!
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*Camaro lease af US Bank with $395.00 termination fee, based on GM employee pricing plus fax, fitle, plate, first month payment and doc.
fees due af signing with all rebates including non GM Lease Conquest assigned fo dedler. Lessee responsible for excess wear and tear as well
as exceeded contracted mileage. Security deposit may be required by lender. ** Sonic and Spark based on GM employee pricing plus tax,
fitle, plate and doc.fees due at signing with all rebates including USAA private offer assigned fo dealer. Due to advertising deadlines programs

" Located right off 1-866-906-0279
Wally €dgar

I-75 on M-24,
2 minutes N. of the

Mon. & Thurs.

8:30 am - 9 pm Palace of Auburn Hills
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VAN DYKE

Chevrolet

Make us your Michigan P.E.P. Car Connection

www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com - www.wallyedgar.com -

BEBB
=
MEMBER

SINCE
1989

586-274-0396

PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL:
JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM
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