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30200 Van Dyke • Warren
586-751-7883

PIZZA OR WINGS SPECIAL
Buy 1 Get 2nd One 1/2 Off

10% OFF
to All
GM

Employees

BUCKET OF BEERS
6 FOR$1200

Try Our Every Day Hot Lunch
Specials under $4.95

Karaoke & DJ

SPORTS BAR & GRILLE

ASK YOUR SERVER ABOUT THE BEER OF THE MONTH!

We’ve got you covered on all Lion & Piston Games

Good Food, Good People
DINING • COCKTAILS • 32 TVs
The Best Burger & the
Coldest Beer in Town!

During Game
Dine-in Only

& $250 Boombas
till 7pm

by Jim Stickford

For 38 years, Alex Buchan
turned his love of art into a way
to make a living as an industrial
designer for GM.

Upon retirement, he put his
hard-earned skills to use as a
sculptor of bronze statues, spe-
cializing in the history of the
auto industry.

“My father was a printer who
worked two jobs most of his life,”
Buchan said. “As a printer, he
worked a lot with artists and saw
they didn’t make a lot of money.
So he told me that I was going to
be an engineer. In those days,
you did what your father told
you to do.”

Buchan attended Wayne State
and spent the first two years as
an engineering student. While he
enjoyed the science classes, he
decided to change majors when
he wandered into an indusrial de-
sign class. At first he didn’t even
tell his father, Alexander Buchan,
of the change.

When he graduated, he had to
start his military service. Buchan
said his draft board gave him a
choice of two years in the Army or
he could join the Marine Corps Re-
serve, which entailed six months
of active duty followed by anoth-
er two-and-a-half years of reserve
duty. He joined the Marines.

When he got out of the service,
the Cuban Missile Crisis had just
ended. He took his degree to GM
and, without an appointment, got
to meet Milo McNaughton, head
of personnel.

“In those days, they took 12
weeks to do a security check,”
Buchan said. “I wasn’t told any-
thing during that time, but they
kept my portfolio and I kept hear-
ing from people that they were
interested in me.”

In the end, he was hired and
started work in December 1962. He
stayed with the company for 38
years, four months, retiring in
2001. He did a lot of clay modeling
and during his tenure at the com-
pany he worked at the GM Tech
Center in Warren and saw tech-
nology change. When he started,
they made their own sculpting
tools. When he finished, they were
using computers.

“I was part of the last genera-
tion of industrial designers who

were hands-on,” Buchan said.
“We didn’t have computers and
did everything by hand. That’s
pretty much gone. I, along with
other retired industrial design-
ers, have been invited to see a
demonstration on how things are
being done now. It’s scheduled
for Dec. 12.”

During the 1980s, Buchan was
taking drawing classes at the Col-
lege for Creative Studies (CCS). He
saw a small bronze sculpture and
asked his teacher, Todd Ericson,
about doing something like it. Er-
icson gave him a paperback book
on bronze sculpting, telling Buchan
it contained all he needed to know
about the art. That wasn’t quite
true. Buchan had to take a couple
of classes on the art.

In the early 1990s, Buchan at-
tened an art show at the Mead-
owbrook Concours d’Elegance fea-
turing automotive-themed sculp-
tures. This inspired him to show off
his work, which until that time had
been done as a hobby.

A friend, Bill Mahalic, was in-
volved with the EyesOn Design
show, and set aside space for
Buchan’s work. The bronze cast-
ings didn’t come back in time and
Buchan said he tried to get out of
the show. Mahalic said that wasn’t
an option, so they displayed some
of Buchan’s wax sculptures. This
was in the mid-1990s.

“I didn’t sell anything,” Buchan
said. “But I generated a lot of in-
terest in my work. It was after
this that I was invited to show
work at the Meadowbrook Con-
cours d’Elegance.

“There were other artists show-
ing their work. Some of them had

worldwide reputations. To be
showing with them was humbling.
I couldn’t believe it. It was magical
– and that was the beginning of my
professional work.”

Buchan has his own studio in
Sterling Heights near his Warren
home. He spends between 25 and
40 hours a week there, working on
his sculptures.

His assistant, Yoshido is a retired
mechanical engineer who was also
looking for something to do upon
his retirement from GM.

Buchan takes commissions
from different clients. He is cur-
rently working on a piece for Bill
Parfet. The sculpture will feature
Parfet’s five 1934 Auburn cars.

Buchan also attends auto
shows across the country where
his work is displayed and sold.

“One of the great things about
being a part of the auto world is
that auto enthusiasts are so ac-
cepting,” Buchan said. “If you
have a passion for cars, you will
be accepted. It doesn’t matter if
you have five cars or 100. It’s a
unique social world that I’m
proud to be a part of.”

Buchan goes to the shows with
his wife Faye. They have two
daughters. One, Katherine Riley,
is also an industrial designer. His
other daughter Karey runs a
business with her husband. He is
the grandfather of five.

Thanks to his Web page
www.alexjbuchan.com, Buchan is
reaching a larger audience than
ever.

“I have no plans to retire,”
Buchan said. “This keeps me
young and in touch with the larg-
er car world.”

Retired GM Designer Buchan Now Focuses on Bronze Statues

Alex Buchan talks about the bronze statues he sculpts,
displays and sells at auto shows across the country.

Buchan has his own studio in Sterling Heights.

WE CATER
ORDERS OF $50 OR MORE
PLACE ORDERS
24 HOURS IN ADVANCE
FOR FASTER SERVICE (2280 E. 14 MILE) 586-979-8080

$4.00 BUFFET
ALL YOU CAN EAT!

• PIZZA • SALADS • PASTAS • DESSERTS
MON. THRU FRI. 11:30 AM-1 PM •
31315 VAN DYKE (Just North of Chicago Rd) 586-979-0405

– PLEASE MENTION AD FOR BUFFET SPECIAL –

Up to Two People
Drinks

Not Included

Save on
Roofing!
Siding
Windows
Gutters
Leaf Guard
Kitchens/Baths
Remodel/Repair

www.dunlapconstruction.net

586-792-5926

UAW/Veteran
Discounts

12 MOS.
SAMEAS
CASH

FREE
Estimates

Licensed and Insured

CONDO FOR RENT
Located across Mound Rd. from the GM Tech Ctr.

2 BR 2 full bath 1600 sq. ft. condo that
has all the upgrades and is within
walking distance of a fitness center,

dining, and grocery store. Unit includes
granite counter tops w/cherry

cabinets, attached two car garage, W/D
with separate laundry room, cathedral

ceilings in GR and master BR, &
unobstructed balcony view. $1,300 Mo.

Please call for appointment to see:
Day (313) 745-1658 Night (586) 530-0453

Ask for Conor

INDEPENDENCE
AUTO REPAIR

Full Service
� We Have Tires �

American Owned & Operated
We do all factory

scheduled maintenance!

FREE Shuttle Service within a 10 mile radius
FREE Courtesy Check on any vehicle
FREE Coffee to everyone

28775 Van Dyke • Warren
12 & Van Dyke

586-751-4440

15075 32 Mile Rd. • Romeo
Corner of 32 Mile & Powell Rd.

586-336-4440

Certifed
Technicians

2
Locati

ons:

Trans. Flush
w/ cleaner & additive.

Includes 17 qts. transmission fluid.
OR Coolant

Flushw/ cleaner & additive.
$9999 Inclu. 3 gal.

of Coolant
In-store offer good through 12-31-12

Front End
Alignment
$3999
4-Wheel
Alignment
$7999

Ceramic
Brake
Special

Includes pad
installation

In-store offer good
through 12-31-12

$9999
10%

OFF Parts

$1799
w/ Tire Rotation
$26.99

In-store offer good through 12-31-12

Full Service Oil,
Lube & Filter

Change
to All GM
Employees
w/ Badge

Camber & Caster
Adj. Additional

In-store offer good
through 12-31-12

OPEN:
Mon-Fri

7:30 am-6pm
Sat.

8am-3pm

UAW Local 160, 28504 Lorna
Avenue, Warren, is hosting a
breakfast with Santa and Mrs.
Claus on Sunday, Dec. 9. The
event is being put on by the Lo-
cal 160 Women’s Committee.

Tickets are $5 a person. Break-
fast will be served in the conti-

nental style – donuts, bagels, ce-
real, muffins, fruits, coffee and
juice – in three sessions. The first
one runs from 10-11:30 a.m. The
second is from noon to 1:30 p.m.,
and the third session is from 1:45
to 3 p.m.

Tickets are on sale now.

UAW Local Hosts Santa


