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Providing
full service

glass repair and
replacement
for all makes
and models.

61,000 sq. ft.

Located just south of Palace Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram at:
4800 South Lapeer Road • Lake Orion, MI
248-276-6653 • Fax 248-340-0105

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30am-6:00pm • Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm

We’re Green! Our collision center recycles and uses environmentally friendly
paints and practices when working on your vehicle.

Corporate Car Approved • Corporate Glass Repair

COLLISION CENTER
SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS • PICK UP & DELIVERY

Lake Orion

2011

Place

Readers’ Choice

st1

*One Discount Per Visit

e Estimate
We offer you…
• The Convenience of getting an FREE estimate without
leaving your home or office.

• The ability to receive a fast, professional quote on light
damage to your vehicle.

• Information on the cost to repair your vehicle to help you
determine if a claim should be filed.

You simply need to…
1. Take photos of the damaged area of your vehicle with
your digital camera or cell phone.

2. Visit our website www.palacecj.com - then click link to
collision center

3. Fill-out the brief form and attach your photos

We’ll give you a quote promptly!

*One Discount Per Visit

www.palacecollision.com

• Servicing all makes and models (including
light & medium duty trucks) foreign or
domestic

• Incredibly fast repair time

• All vehicles serviced by Certified Master
technicians in auto body repair,
mechanics, and refinishing

• Brand new state of the art spray booths
and equipment

• New dustless repair system

• Vehicle safety and performance is top
priority. We make sure that the struc-
tural restoration of the vehicle meets or
beats manufacturer’s recommended
specifications

• Alternative transportation available

• Courtesy detail

• Lifetime warranty on all body work
performed (Ask for details)

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
Valid throught November 30, 2012.

With minimum $500.00 collision repair.
3 day rental, based on availability.
Valid throught November 30, 2012.

by Jim Stickford

The City of Center Line was re-
cently declared the official home
of Chrysler’s Mopar division.

Center Line mayor David
Hanselman said that it only made
sense to make what was unoffi-
cial official.

“I grew up in Center Line,”
Hanselman said. “Mopar has
been with us since I was a young
boy. I watched them construct
the building back in the 1950s.
They maintain their world head-
quarters here and have a ware-
house here.”

City Manager John Michrina
said that Center Line is a relative-
ly small city, and when he talks
with other city managers, they
ask what’s in Center Line.

“I ask them if they’ve ever
heard of Mopar,” Michrina said.
“We’re proud of the fact that a
business that employs thou-
sands of people across the globe
is based in Center Line. We want
the world to know that and the
best way to get the word out is to
put that fact on the ‘Welcome to
Center Line’ sign.”

The sign can be seen at the
corner of 10 Mile Road and Sher-
wood, one of the western en-
trances to the city.

Pat Caporali, Chrysler commu-
nications, said that while
Chrysler has recently been em-
phasizing the Mopar brand
across the globe, they thought it
was great when Center Line offi-
cials said they wanted to honor
their company in a more local
way.

“We have been putting more
emphasis on Mopar globally,” Ca-
porali said. “We want people to
consider Mopar products and
services to encompass more
than just the ‘muscle car’ mar-
ket. When Center Line ap-
proached us with their proposal,
our reaction was, ‘That’s really
nice.’”

Mopar’s national parts distri-
bution center and packing opera-
tions are based in Center Line
and employ more than 1,000
hourly and salaried employees.

More than 280,000 authentic
Mopar performance parts and ac-
cessories are distributed from the
Center Line warehouse to 319 in-
ternational and 20 North American
shipping points in the United
States. From there, parts are sent
to 120 different countries.

Caporali said Mopar has just

formed a partnership with Mag-
neti Marelli to extend Mopar’s
reach around the world. She also
said that the Jeep brand is be-
coming a stronger global brand
and can be serviced by Mopar
parts and service centers.

Hanselman said that he has
been a car guy all his life. He
watched the area around Center
Line develop over the years, go-
ing from an almost rural atmos-
phere to a more urban, devel-
oped part of metro Detroit.

“When my friends and I were
young, we were car guys,”
Hanselman said. “We fixed and
rebuilt cars to race, so Mopar
was a big part of our lives when
we were young. You can’t do that
now, but that’s what we did in
those days.”

Chrysler is also proud to call
Center Line home to Mopar.

“Mopar has enjoyed a major
presence in Center Line since
1953, and we’re very proud to call
it our home,” said Pietro Grolier,
president and CEO of Mopar
Chrysler Group LLC’s service,
parts and customer-care brand.

“We sincerely appreciate the
mayor making it official by shar-
ing the moniker with the rest of
the city and its visitors.”

Hanselman said having Mopar
headquarters in Center Line is
more than just a matter of brag-
ging rights.

“It wasn’t too long ago that
about 600 people were employed
at their office and warehouse,”
Hanselman said. “But recently
they’ve added more people, so
about 1,000 now work there.

“That means something to the
city because those additional 400
people go to lunch, they shop at
local stores, they support our lo-
cal businesses. Having Mopar in
Center Line makes a difference in
the city, and we want to acknowl-
edge that.”

Signage at 10 Mile and Sherwood

Center Line Boasts Its Right
To Say It’s Home to Mopar

DETROIT – When the 2014
Chevrolet Impala arrives next
year, it will put to rest a fixture of
automobiles since the days of
the horseless carriage – the front
bench seat.

The outgoing Impala is the last
passenger car in production in
North America to offer three-
across front seating, an option
that ends with the introduction of
Chevy’s redesigned flagship sedan.

The passing of the front bench
seat into automotive history is

expected to transpire without no-
tice from many car buyers. Only
one in ten Impala buyers chose
the $195 option last year on the
LS and LT models. For many of
today’s car buyers, front bucket
seats are the norm – a trend that
General Motors designers expect
will continue.

“A lot of people prefer bucket
seats because they’re sporty,
even in models that aren’t sports
cars,” said Clay Dean, GM director
of design.

“Our customers also appreciate
having the center console as a
convenient place to store their
phone and other personal items.”

The first Chevrolet ever manu-
factured, the Series C Classic Six
of 1911, featured a front bench
seat. Chevrolet will continue to
offer bench seats on pickup
trucks and sport utilities.

The need for six-passenger
sedans is largely being met today
by SUVs or crossovers, such as
the Chevrolet Suburban and Tra-

verse, which offer seating for up
to eight.

“There is certain nostalgia for
bench seats, like being able to
snuggle up with your date at a
drive-in movie, and some cus-
tomers still like them,” Dean said.

“You never know, we might see
bench seats re-emerge someday,
possibly in very small cars like
the EN-V urban mobility concept
vehicle, in which the feeling of
open space may be very desir-
able.”

Gone Soon but Not Forgotten, Bench Seats May Return One Day, Due to Space

The 1963 Chevrolet Impala Sport Sedan with a front bench seat.The 1937 Chevrolet Coach with a front bench seat.

The opening reception of the an-
nual Cars, Trees & Traditions ex-
hibit at the Chrysler Museum is
Saturday, Nov. 17. It will explore
the evolution of American holiday
traditions and how they develop
alongside the automobile.

This year, the exhibit will fea-
ture 23 historically accurate and
beautifully decorated evergreen
trees, and will run concurrently
with Fashion and the Automo-
bile – An Exhibit of Ten Eras.

Fashion and the Automobile is
all about the fashion of the in-
dustry throughout history, with
historical fashions, accessories,
and original works by automo-
tive artists.

As in years past, a scale-model
train display will be featured each
weekend for the duration of the
exhibit, on loan from the Stony
Creek Model Railroad Club.

The cocktail-attire opening re-
ception adds a spectacular new
angle to enjoying this event.

The festivities will include a
strolling dinner with a turkey
breast carving station, rich dessert
crepes, cocktails; lounge-style en-
tertainment by a local Dean Mar-
tin impersonator; and a range of
fantastic prizes, including tickets
to the Auto Show, and gift certifi-
cates to the Vinsetta Garage.

Doors open at 6 p.m. and fes-
tivities will continue until 9 p.m.
Tickets are $30 per person for
WPCM members, and $35 each
for non-members. Tickets will not
be available at the door, and must
be purchased in advance. Visit
www.wpchryslermuseum.org or
call 888-456-1924 by Nov. 12.

Cars, Trees & Traditions will
also open to the general public on
Nov. 17, and will run through Dec.
30. Admission $8 for adults, $7 for
seniors over 62, $4 for juniors (6-
12); children 5 and under are free.

Holidays At
The Museum

Ford’s new Police Interceptors
led the pack in recent testing by
the Michigan State Police.

In testing at Grattan Raceway
near Grand Rapids, the Police In-
terceptor all-wheel-drive utility
vehicle posted top 0-60 mph and
0-80 mph times in the accelera-
tion tests, and also achieved the
quickest lap times versus com-
peting police utility vehicles.

The purpose-built Police Inter-
ceptor is designed to outperform
by optimizing handling and con-
trol in combination with a high-
torque engine and robust brakes.

Interceptor
Tops Field

Ford Interceptor utility vehicle


