
by Gerald Scott

Remember a few years back
when there were T-shirts and
graffiti surrounding the catch-
phrase, “The Future Isn’t What it
Used to Be?”

Well, if a panel discussing
“High Tech and Beyond . . .
Reaching for the Technology of
the Future” is any indication,
with recent advances in technol-
ogy, society’s future might be
even brighter than anyone
might’ve first guessed.

A stellar panel of local and na-
tional experts discussed this
very topic at Lawrence Tech Uni-
versity (LTU) in Southfield and
the give-and-take between pan-
elists is worth reviewing.

On the panel were furniture de-
sign entrepreneur Joseph Jeup,
DTE Energy Vice President of Dis-
tribution Operations Vincent
Dow, state of Michigan CIO David
Behen, CalTech professor Dr. Yu-
Chong Tai and LTU President Dr.
Virinder K. Moudgil.

The panel, held in the Archi-
tecture building auditorium, was
part of the university overall cel-
ebration and welcoming of
Moudgil as the school’s new
president. Moudgil was previous-
ly the provost at Oakland Univer-
sity and he appears to be well-
suited to tackle the challenges
that face traditional engineering
schools like LTU.

Overall, the panelists were sur-
prisingly optimistic about just
how well emerging technologies
may help revolutionize society.

Nanotechnology, followed by
an entire suite of miniaturized
tools and techniques being used in
health care, promise to bring even
more good health to aging bodies
– but, of course, at a cost that may
or may not be affordable.

Technology is impacting socie-
ty in large and small ways.

Joseph Jeup, the furniture de-
signer from Grand Rapids, pointed
out that modern desktop and in-
dustrial publishing software has
helped him save money on the
slick brochures that his firm still
produces to market themselves at
trade shows and the like.

Notably, he’s gone from a $20
cost per unit, using 20th century
technology, down to maybe $4
per unit here in the 21st century.
He was pleased that the quality
of the brochures has gone up
while the price has gone down

and for a small business opera-
tion with 45 people, he found
that to be a significant savings.

“When it comes to design,
there’s still a fair amount of low
tech involved,” he said.

“As far as design is concerned,
we’re still doing a great deal of
hand-sketching. That may sound
surprising, but one of the things
about design is that it comes
from the brain and comes out
through the hand.

“We still communicate these
ideas with hand sketches, char-
coal renderings, all the way
through water colors.

“Now we’re also using today’s
technology – 3D-rendering soft-
ware programs that are photo-re-
alistic.”

Indeed, mixing the old with the
new seems to be a good way to
transition from 20th to 21st cen-
tury technologies, according to
other speakers on the panel as
well. Mixing old with new can
help keep an old school sense of
hands-on applications together
with high-tech, computer-driven,
modern applications.

Balancing the two is society’s,
corporations’ and individual peo-

ple’s collective challenge as we’re
bombarded with such technology
these days that the Apple iPhone
is already on its 5th iteration.

Then there was CalTech’s Dr.
Tai, whose research is centered
at the CalTech MEMs laboratory
that he built.

The facility has a clean-room
lab, CAD lab, and a measurement
metrology lab. It supports about
30 researchers, who are collec-
tively developing innovative
MEMS/NEMS devices, such as mi-
cromotors, microphones, micro
scanning mirrors, neural chips,
micro relays and even micro
power generators.

And all from one lab. Tai has al-
so worked on active fluid sensing
and control. He’s a pioneer of
various nanotechnologies, being
tested on lab rats, to enhance im-
plants such as for artificial reti-
nas for human vision and more.

He made a claim to the Biblical
parable about the blind seeing
and the lame walking. With the
help of today’s microchips, sen-
sors and implants, that’s all fast
becoming a societal reality.

All in all, the panel said, tech-
nology is enabling better lives,

cost savings and the promise of
more, such as renewable energy
sources. Managing the technolo-
gy to keep the humans in control
and in favor, seems to be the
trick, they claim.
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See dealer for details. All payments are based on GM Employee pricing except where otherwise noted . 2012 Traverse lease
payments require 800+ credit score. All payments assume you have a NON-GM lease in the household, otherwise payments will
be slightly higher. Down payment, first payment, tax, title, and plate due at signing. Offer expires 10/31/2012.
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586-274-0396 Power Locks • Power Windows • Power Mirrors
Cruise • Tilt • Keyless Entry • Aluminum Wheels & More…
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2013MALIBU LS

Stk.#20474

24 Mos./10,000 Miles

$209*

All Star Edition

2013 Silverado LT

Stk.#20750

24 Mos./10,000 Miles

Power Locks • Power Windows • Power Mirrors
Keyless Entry • Bluetooth •Onstar • XM Radio & More…

24 Mos./10,000 Miles

2012 TRAVERSE LS
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+ Tax
w/$0 Down

$239*+Taxw/$0 Down

FWD

$148*+Taxw/$0 Down

HUGEINVENTORY
REDUCTION
SALE!!!

Ext Cab
4x4

Estate Sized (.6 to 2 Acre) Lots
Meticulously Planned and Manicured Subdivision Entrance
Choose From a Selection Of Gorgeous Floorplans and Lots.

Granite Counters Thru-Out Kitchen & All Baths
All Kitchen Appliances in Stainless Steel Included

Walkout and Daylight Basements Available
High Efficiency Furnace and A/C Included

Beautiful Full Brick Elevations
Hardwood Floors • Ceramic Tiled Baths

Award Winning Schools
Quality Built Homes

20 Minutes from Auburn Hills &
Oakland County Technology Area

New Construction Homes

Call Shirley Thomas 248-703-5656
shirleyt.realtor@gmail.com • MoorsOfOxford.com 70 W. Long Lake, Troy, MI

SPECTACULAR ESTATE On 3+ Acres
4194 Windmill Farms, Milford

Custom built
with 5 bedrooms,

4.2 baths.
Over 4,900 sq. ft.
$1,290,000

To view the virtual tour visit
www.homesbypartners.com

John MacLeod
248-866-7694

LTU Panel Discusses Future of Technology’s Rapid Growth

Dr. Virinder Moudgil, far right, the former Oakland University provost and the recently new president of
Lawrence Tech, led a panel discussion at the university that examined how today’s fast pace of technology

developments would impact consumer electronics, health care, autos, education and more.

Macomb County Community
Services Agency is seeking vol-
unteer drivers to deliver meals
to homebound senior citizens on
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday,
Nov. 22, and Christmas Day,
Tuesday, Dec. 25.

Holiday routes are now avail-
able in all communities within
Macomb County. Volunteers are
asked to deliver a route of ap-
proximately 10 to 12 meals. Vol-
unteers must register to deliver
Thanksgiving meals by Monday,
Oct. 22, and Christmas meals by
Monday, Nov. 5.

Additionally, volunteers are
needed for regular meal route
deliveries. Drivers are needed in
Clinton Township, Eastpointe,
Harrison Township, Sterling
Heights, Utica, Warren and more.

Meals on Wheels
Needs Volunteers

ALLEN PARK – Last week, the
Vehicle Production Group LLC,
maker of the wheelchair-accessi-
ble MV-1, formally announced
that it was establishing its com-
pany headquarters in Detroit,
having relocated from Fort Laud-
erdale, Fla.

VPG’s earlier office in Allen
Park formerly housed only its en-
gineering staff; the company’s
south Florida office will continue
as a regional sales office.

The decision to move its head-
quarters to the Motor City was
made by CEO John Walsh, who
says Detroit is “where America’s
fourth automaker belongs.”

Walsh further added, “We are
proud to establish ourselves as
an All-American car company
with the MV-1. We designed and
engineered the MV-1 in Metro
Detroit and we plan to stay here
and support the local economy –
and commit to the state of Michi-
gan as well.”

VPG produces the MV-1 while
providing more than 900 jobs, in-
cluding employees, suppliers, re-
tailers and service personnel in
the U.S. MV-1s are sold at a grow-
ing number of dealerships
throughout the country.

Currently there are two MV-1
dealerships in Michigan – one in
Grand Blanc and one in Grand
Rapids.

VPG Autos’ New
HQ Is in Detroit
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