
by Gerald Scott

Chrysler held its famous sup-
plier Matchmaker event over
three days last week at the
Chrysler Technical Center (CTC)
and the event has never been
larger or more influential, ac-
cording to participants.

Dozens of vendors represent-
ing hundreds of people gathered
to generate new activity and
fresh business contacts for Tier I
and II level suppliers to the
Auburn Hills automaker.

Kevin Bell, senior manager, Sup-
plier Diversity, Chrysler Group,
LLC, organizes the event and he
was pleased with what he saw.

“Even back in 2009, there were
1,200 people,” Bell said. “This
year we’re expecting about 2,600,
so we’ve more than doubled it. We
keep expanding it – as long as we
get positive results, positive traf-
fic flowing in and we’re not con-
gesting the building, who knows,
next year we might take over an-
other node (in the building).”

“We’ve been extremely pleased
with the feedback that we get,”
Bell added. “The other thing we
don’t advertise widely is that
we’ve made this a three-day
event. Monday we had about 25
suppliers at the Financial Forum.

“So we brought three banks in
– PNC, Citizens and Huntington.
We brought in three local private
equity firms and had them talk
about financing and what financ-

Matchmaker Day Brings Suppliers Together

AUBURN HILLS – the weekly
Farmers Market held Thursday
during warm weather is winding
down to its conclusion in October.

“The season is winding down,”
said Leigh Wilson, market master
for the City of Auburn Hills and
organizer of the weekly gathering
at 3320 Auburn Road downtown.

“Our last day is Oct. 11,” she
observed, “I looked around and
other markets are closing by
Nov. 1, so we’re right in there for
the length of time we offer the
Farmers Market.

“Overall, it’s been a very suc-
cessful season.”

What started back on June 7
will conclude on Thursday, Oct.
11 and Wilson likes the growth
and development of the function.

Wilson estimates that the
weekly markets drew upwards of
200 visitors each, with their at-
tention and spending spread
among 10 to 12 vendors at a time.

Besides the farmers with their
fruits, vegetables and other fresh
foods, there were a number of
regular participating vendors of-
fering their goods this year.

The regulars include Avondale
Schools (arts, crafts and lawn dec-
orations); Sandy Bottoms Outside
(fudge, granola and traditional
foods); Farmington Soap Works

(specialty soaps); and Dangles Fo-
cal Art (unique jewelry).

Wilson’s own favorite? “Jar-
head Salsa, it’s a great salsa.”

Wilson, with a degree in Natu-
ral Resource Communications
from Michigan State University, is
new to the position of overseeing

the Farmers’ Market in down-
town Auburn Hills.

“I’m thrilled,” she said. “It’s re-
ally an exciting opportunity.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

™Oakland Tech News™

SEPTEMBER 24, 2012 PAGE 3COVERS THE OAKLAND TECHNOLOGY AREA AND THE AMERICAN AUTO INDUSTRY

Estate Sized (.6 to 2 Acre) Lots
Meticulously Planned and Manicured Subdivision Entrance
Choose From a Selection Of Gorgeous Floorplans and Lots.

Granite Counters Thru-Out Kitchen & All Baths
All Kitchen Appliances in Stainless Steel Included

Walkout and Daylight Basements Available
High Efficiency Furnace and A/C Included

Beautiful Full Brick Elevations
Hardwood Floors • Ceramic Tiled Baths

Award Winning Schools
Quality Built Homes

20 Minutes from Auburn Hills &
Oakland County Technology Area

New Construction Homes

Call Shirley Thomas 248-703-5656
shirleyt.realtor@gmail.com • MoorsOfOxford.com 70 W. Long Lake, Troy, MI

SPECTACULAR ESTATE On 3+ Acres
4194 Windmill Farms, Milford

Custom built
with 5 bedrooms,

4.2 baths.
Over 4,900 sq. ft.
$1,290,000

To view the virtual tour visit
www.homesbypartners.com

John MacLeod
248-866-7694

The Venue
3880 LAPEER RD.

ACROSS FROM THE PALACE IN AUBURN HILLS
Formerly The Post Bar
248-370-8909

www.VenueGrille.com
Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

KNOWN FOR OUR BRICK OVEN PIZZA
AND OUR FRESH INGREDIENTS

GREAT APPETIZERS, FRESH SALADS,
SANDWICHES AND SIGNATURE DISHES

NOW OPEN!
New Management

10 SPECIALS
FOR LUNCH

$6.99
HAPPY HOUR

MON-FRI • 2 TO 6

Leigh Wilson, left, “Market Master” of the Auburn Hills Farmers’ Market

Auburn Hills Farmers Market Open Three More Thursdays

Chrysler Senior VP Scott Kunselman, fourth from left, hosted the annual supplier Matchmaker event at CTC in Auburn Hills.

AUBURN HILLS – Leaders from
three sectors share insights on
how to harness the power of tal-
ent to create a high-performance
organization at the Auburn Hills
Chamber’s next Talent Townhall
Luncheon.

Speakers from Plante Moran,
the city of Auburn Hills and Bay-
er Science Materials will educate
the business community on
Thursday, Sept. 27 from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Crown
Plaza in Auburn Hills.

Pre-registration is required at
auburnhillschamber.org. Talent
Townhall is open to members
and non-members alike. Corpo-
rate tables are available and in-
clude signage and recognition.

The event is sponsored by
Oakland University, Corp!, Baker
College, Snelling Staffing Servic-
es and Oakland Community Col-
lege.

Talent Townhall subject ex-
perts include Jeff Antaya, chief
marketing officer of Plante
Moran and Pete Auger, City Man-
ager of Auburn Hills, among sev-
eral other scheduled speakers.

‘Talent Townhall’
Still Has Room

/archive/print_edition_morgue/2012/09-24/o-4.pdf

