
By Gerald Scott

If there has been a bigger or
better GM Tech Center Em-
ployee Car Show in Warren in
recent years that surpassed
the 2012 event in size, impact,
car quality and quantity, well,
we sure can’t remember when
it was.

Thanks to both the GM and
UAW organizers and the par-
ticipating employees them-
selves, the 2012 show was a
dandy indeed as the weather
held out and some 800-plus
classic cruisers, hot rods and
relics lined the east campus
during lunch hour on July 25.

“We had 780 cars pre-regis-
ter and more than 50 register
at the gate, so we’re above
800 and it’s a pretty good
turnout today. The really
good weather helps, too.”

Note that to make sure the
show events and setup ran
smoothly, Duncan arrived at
the Tech Center on the morn-
ing of the show at 4:30 a.m.
But of course the hard work
paid off as thousands of Tech
Center employees toured the
row after row of cars lined up
on the east campus green
space along the Van Dyke
fence.

The UAW Region 1 Color
Guard presented the U.S. flag
and UAW-GM employee Ron
O’Shea sang the National An-
them at the event’s kickoff
ceremonies at the main stage.

Said Andy Pawlaczyk, shop
chairman, “To put out a car
show of this magnitude takes
a lot of effort – I’d like to
thank Bill Duncan, the car
show committee and all the
volunteers who helped put
this together. It’s a great day,
there’s a lot to look at and
we’re all truly blessed to be
with this organization.”

The $2 entry fee for each
registered car will eventually
go to favorite UAW-GM chari-
ties and a 1955 pedal car was
also auctioned off to benefit
charities. The Warren Cousi-
no High School color guard
performed at the stage as
well, helping to invite the
community into the show.

Speaking of the show, with
830 cars to choose from, there
was chromed glory and de-
light everywhere you looked.

The Tech Center employee
audience has a broad definiti-
ion of car cool, so it wasn’t
just 1955 Chevy Bel Airs that
were on display. Non-GM cool
cars spotted at the show in-
cluded a 1966 Shelby Cobra, a
1978 Volkswagen microbus
and a couple of 1960s-era
Dodge Chargers. So cool is
cool.

Gary Hand, a UAW-GM re-
tiree, had his 1968 Camaro at

the show and he was tickled
he was able to display and
visit the event.

“I was at 13.5 years alto-
gether, I started in Pontiac.
They call it the Validation
Center? I transferred here (to
Warren) in 2005 and retired in
2008,” Hand said. And he was
proud of how crisp and shiny
his Camaro was.

“When I got it, it was pretty
much rusty with holes in the
roof. (A body worker) had it
for six months, he did all my
body work. I took it to a place
called Strip It on Groesbeck,
they media-blasted it right
down to bare metal. I took all
the chrome out, polished the
chrome myself. The bumpers
I had re-chromed.”

Asked why he cruised in a
44-year-old car, Hand said,
“This makes you feel young
again, you know?”

Indeed, cars and nostalgia
seem to go hand-in-hand,
whether here at the Employee
Car Show or the Woodward
Dream Cruise in a few weeks –
the themes seem very similar
as a number of classic car
owners pick the year, make
and model of the car to rehab
based on their misspent
youth. Hand, for example,
graduated from high school in
1962 but likes the charm that
his 1968 Camaro evokes.

Another GM retiree with
similar feelings was Steve
Wolken of Rochester Hills, for-
merly a manager at Cadillac.

He had his 1958 Cadillac on
display and he’s actually
owned the car since he was a

teenager -- over 50 years or
more.

“I drove this car in high
school where I grew up in St.
Louis,” Wolken pointed out.
“Back then they laughed at
me for this (big land boat) car.
Now, when I go back for a re-
union, I’m the only one there
still driving the same car he
drove in high school.”

The car was gifted to
Wolken by his great uncle and
it still looks as good as the
day it came off the assembly
line back in 1957 as a 1958
model year vehicle.

In that sense, these cars
really are like time machines.

VEC employees Curt Diss,
Jeffrey Lawrence, Brad Kin-
cannon and Carl Diss were
touring the show together
with GM retiree Carl Eggers

and Jeffrey Lawrence’s 4-year-
old son Nicholas.

As they browsed the lot,
they were impressed with
how “simple” some of the
powertrains were, especially
one from a 1938 Chevrolet
Deluxe touring car. One could
get an automotive lesson, just
visiting these glorious cars,
from decade to decade, glean-
ing how the automotive fore-
fathers put together cars in
ways still being used in some
measure by the current folks
working in the car business.

Fun, auto history, sunshine
and hot dogs all mixed togeth-
er at the GM Tech Center Em-
ployee Car Show this year
and, truly, who could ask for a
better combination than that?

SHELBY TWP. – The first an-
nual Technology Event and
open house will be held at
KUKA Robotics on Aug. 14-15.
The event will include two days
of technology presentations,
demonstrations, facility tours
and new product displays.

As part of the event, KUKA
will host a variety of presenta-
tions from industry-leading
technology providers:

• The Robotics Friction Stir
Weld Solution by Grenzebach;

• Advancements in Fiber
Laser Technology for Manu-
facturing by IPG Photonics;

• Robotics Off Line Pro-
gramming Advancements by
In House Solutions/Robot
Master;

• Robotic Gripping – Past,

Present and Future by Schunk;
• Increasing Productivity

and Flexibility with Innovative
Robotic End Effector Prod-
ucts by ATI;

• Robotics and Job Cre-
ation by the Robotics Indus-
try Assn. (RIA);

Also, the KR AGILUS small
robot series will be on display
for visitors to see.

KUKA Robotics is located at
51870 Shelby Parkway in Shel-
by Township.

Visit kukarobotics.com for
more details.
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COME SEE OUR NEW SHOWROOMCOME SEE OUR NEW SHOWROOM
CUSTOM SHOWER DOORS 

& ENCLOSURES

10% OFF  *
*MATERIAL ONLY, LABOR EXCLUDED. 

Not valid with other offers, some restrictions apply.

FOGGY HOME WINDOWS?
BUY ONE DOUBLE PANE GLASS ... GET ONE -

50% OFF  *
*MATERIAL ONLY, LABOR EXCLUDED. 

Not valid with other offers, some restrictions apply. 

STONE CHIP REPAIR

$29.95
RETAIL IN SHOP

Not valid with other offers, some restrictions apply.

800-ASK-GLASS
275-4527

UP TO
$50.00 OFF

WINDSHIELD
REPLA

CEMENT

(W
ITH INSURANCE DEDUCTIBLE)

22 Convenient Locations
www.HendersonGlass.com

Michigan’s Glass Experts

FREE MOBILE SERVICE AVAILABLE

14 Mile Rd

Van
Dyke

32680 Van Dyke 
S. of 14 Mile Rd.
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INDEPENDENCE
AUTO REPAIR

Full Service
� We Have Tires �

American Owned & Operated
We do all factory

scheduled maintenance!

FREE Shuttle Service within a 10 mile radius
FREE Courtesy Check on any vehicle
FREE Coffee to everyone

28775 Van Dyke • Warren
12 & Van Dyke

586-751-4440

Certifed
Technicians

15075 32 Mile Rd. • Romeo
Corner of 32 Mile & Powell Rd.

586-336-4440
2

Locati
ons:

Trans. Flush
w/ cleaner & additive.

Includes 17 qts. transmission fluid.
OR Coolant

Flushw/ cleaner & additive.
$9999 Inclu. 3 gal.

of Coolant
In-store offer good through 8-31-12

Front End
Alignment
$3999
4-Wheel
Alignment
$7999

Ceramic
Brake
Special

Includes pad
installation

In-store offer good
through 8-31-12

$9999
10%

OFF Parts

$1799
w/ Tire Rotation
$26.99

In-store offer good through 8-31-12

Full Service Oil,
Lube & Filter

Change
to All GM
Employees
w/ Badge

Camber & Caster
Adj. Additional

In-store offer good
through 8-31-12

OPEN:
Mon-Fri

7:30 am-6pm
Sat.

8am-3pm

MALANA
Barber Shop

Village Plaza
5831 13 Mile Rd.

Warren

586-979-4285

ASHBY’S STERLING
I C E C R E A M P A R L O R

DARE to COMPARE
OUR Premium CUSTARD
Vanilla W/Flavorburst

MENTION THIS AD – GET 75¢ OFF

46540 Van Dyke - Shelby Twp.
3 blocks south of 21 Mile

586-991-0106
www.icecream-parlor.com O
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The view of the GM Tech Center Employee Car Show from the hill at the north end of the lake.

UAW-GM Human Resource Center handed out racing posters.

UAW-GM retiree Gary Hand with his 1968 Chevrolet Camaro.

VEC employees Curt Diss, Jeffrey Lawrence, Carl Eggers (retiree),
Brad Kincannon and Carl Diss. Front center is Nicholas Lawrence.

KUKA Hosts Tech Event, Open House
RELATED STORY OPPOSING PAGE

GM Tech Center Employee Car Show Continues to Shine


