
MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif. –
The Ford Silicon Valley Lab
(SVL) is now officially open
for business, ready to engage
the tech community in the
quest for the next great idea.

Ford Executive Chairman
Bill Ford came to the spiritual
home of the computer and
consumer electronics indus-
try last week to celebrate the
grand opening of the Ford Sili-
con Valley Lab and to partici-
pate in the Computer History
Museum’s “Revolutionaries”
lecture series.

“We have been innovating
for more than a century at
Ford, but we acknowledge we
don’t have a monopoly on
creativity,” said Ford.

“Our new office will comple-
ment our existing research ef-
forts by allowing us to tap in-
to the region that has been
driving consumer technology
forward in recent decades.”

While Ford is strongly asso-
ciated with the industrial
heartland of America, the
company has global reach
with Research and Innovation

facilities in Dearborn, Mich.;
Aachen, Germany; Nanjing,
China; and technology scouts
in Tel Aviv, Israel.

“We want Silicon Valley to
view Ford as a platform that is
open, accessible and ready
for their innovative ideas and
technologies,” said Paul Mas-
carenas, chief technical offi-
cer and vice president of Ford
Research and Advanced Engi-
neering.

“We are looking for unex-
pected solutions for the fu-
ture, and we believe Silicon
Valley is the right place to
round out our global research
organization.

“We view technology as
more than just an impressive
list of microprocessors, sen-
sors and software,” he added.
“It is the enabler of a safe, in-
tuitive and enjoyable time be-
hind the wheel.”

Ford’s Silicon Valley Lab
will serve as a local touch
point for the many relation-
ships Ford already has with
Bay Area technology compa-
nies and startups.

Its core mission, though,
Ford says, is to operate as an
independent lab focused on
three key areas supporting the
future of personal mobility:

• Big data – Ford is increas-
ingly a data-driven company,
fusing both internal and exter-
nal sources to shape product
and marketing offerings and
support strategic decision
making.

In addition, vehicle data
from the growing list of sens-
ing technologies built into the
car can be used locally to cre-
ate a more personalized, con-
venient and productive driv-
ing experience, then aggre-
gated to help address conges-
tion and improve efficiency.

• Open-source innovation –
Viewing the car as a platform
and providing access to real-
time data allows for the rapid
development of custom hard-
ware and software applica-
tions.

Ford has extensive experi-
ence in development of on-
board and off-board applica-
tions for the SYNC in-car con-
nectivity system. Now, the Sil-
icon Valley Lab is looking at
open-source development us-
ing the research platform
OpenXC developed with Bug
Labs.

• User experience – Infor-
mation and services need to
be presented to the driver in
ways that don’t take away
from operating the vehicle.

Ford is rethinking how driv-
ers and passengers interact
with vehicles as well as how
vehicles should interact with
them. Innovations in design
and new technologies can
help to optimally organize, fil-
ter and deliver content.

“As new ways of process-
ing, curating and filtering in-
formation are conceived, the
possibilities for enhancing
personal mobility are virtual-
ly limitless,” said Venkatesh
Prasad, general manager of
the new lab and senior techni-

cal leader of open innovation.
The Ford SVL team is now

ready to listen, learn and even
teach at its location in down-
town Palo Alto, Ford Motor
Co. now says.

“With many of the finest for-
ward-thinking minds in the
world located in the San Fran-
cisco Bay region, the Ford Sili-
con Valley Lab is ideally posi-
tioned to interact with and
forge connections to local in-
novators and grow the rela-
tionships with our current
partners.”

Ford’s Silicon Valley Lab to Improve Telematics
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BRICK & BLOCK
New or Repair
• Chimneys
• Porches
• Windows- cut in or fill in

• Tuckpointing
• Basements
• Crawl spaces
• Custom Fireplace

586-651-2419

DEARBORN (AP) – The
North American arm of Russ-
ian steelmaker Severstal is
marking the opening of its
newest steelmaking facilities.

Severstal says it has spent
$1.4 billion modernizing the
plant in Dearborn. The com-

pany says the facilities now
can produce a new generation
of coated, high-strength steels.

The site used to be part of
Ford.’s Rouge complex. Sever-
stal bought the facility in 2004.

Gov. Snyder was present for
the occasion.

Severstal Opens Its New Plant

Wally Edgar
Chevrolet Employee HQ

Be treated with the respect you deserve.
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE and the Best Deal PERIOD!!

Wally Edgar
Chevrolet

Located right o! I-75 onM-24,
2minutes N. of the Palace of Auburn Hills

Make us your Michigan P.E.P. Car Connection 1-866-906-0279
Must be eligible for GM employee pricing, plus tax, title, plate, document fee and lease
will require first month payment due at signing. Sonic requires Saturn in household. All
rebates assigned to dealer. All leases include eligibility for S tier and 800 credit score.
All leases require competitive lease in household. Lessee responsible for excess wear
and tear as well as exceeded contracted mileage. Security deposit may be required by
lender. Exp 7-2-12

Jay x117

� Open Saturday 9:30-3
Fax: 248-391-0189
Cell: 248-821-8026
Email: jchaiser@wallyedgar.com

SalesHours:
Mon. - Thur. 8:00am-8:00pm
Fri. 8:00am-6:00pm
Sat. 9:30am-3:00pm•Sun. Closed

CHEVY DEALER CODE 44085

2012 TRAVERSE LS

$98**

$999 DOWN

24MOS. LEASE • 10K

2012 SONIC LS

$14,556*

5DR
2012 SILVERADO

REG CAB

$79**

$999 DOWN

24MOS. LEASE • 10K

www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com • www.wallyedgar.com
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Let’s Deal
1-248-724-1073

SpecialsJuneJuly
Happy 4th of July!!!

† †

Jeff Caul
586-274-0396
PEP QUOTES BY PHONE OR EMAIL:
JEFF CAUL AT JCAUL@BUFFWHELAN.COM

Van Dyke • South of 18 Mile
Sterling Heights

buff whelan
chevrolet

buff whelan chevrolet

We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!

We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free! ☺ We guarantee the lowest price or it’s free!
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*All prices based on GM Employee pricing. Leases require 1st payment, taxes, security deposit, and plate fee up
front unless otherwise noted. Lease payments assume there is a current non-gm lease in the household. Pictures
may not represent actual vehicle. All lease payments require an 800+ credit score except the 2013 Malibu.
Purchase payment is based on approved credit. 75 months at 2.99%, plus tax, title & plate. Ends 6-2-12

Free shuttle service to home, office or shopping.

WHERE THE DEALS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE, EVERY DAY SINCE 1970!

CONVENIENT HOURS:
Mon. & Thurs.

8:30 am – 9 pm
Tues., Wed., Fri.

8:30 am – 6:30 pm

OVER 1,000
New Chevrolets in Stock!

WE GUARANTEE THEWE GUARANTEE THE
LOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREELOWEST PRICES OR IT’S FREE☺☺

1.8L EcoTec DOHC Engine,
6-Speed Automatic

and more!

LEASE FOR

��

VA
N

DY
KE

SC
HO

EN
HE

RR

MO
UN

D

METRO PKWY.

18 MILE RD.

SINCE
1989

24 Mos./12,000 Miles

2012 CRUZE LS

Power locks, Power windows, Power mirrors,
Cruise, Leather Wrapped Steering Wheel, Steering

Wheel Controls, Bluetooth, XM Radio & Onstar

$159*
LEASE FOR

+ tax
24 Mos./10,000 Miles

2012 TRAVERSE LS

2.4L DOHC Engine, 6-Speed Automatic,
Steering Wheel Controls, Bluetooth,

Bodyside Moldings and more!

Stk.#11550

LEASE FOR

24Mos./12,000 Miles

2012MALIBU LS

2.4L DOHC Engine,
4-Speed Automatic

and more!

Stk.#12526

LEASE FOR

24Mos./10,000 Miles

2012 EQUINOXLS

586-274-0396

$172*+tax $136*+tax $239*+tax

UPLEVEL
PACKAGE

Stk.#12059

CHECK OUT THESE GREAT

ZERO DOWN LEASES!!

Stk.#11953

Bill Ford, Executive Chairman, Ford Motor Company, joins John
C. Hollar, President and CEO, Computer History Museum, in cele-
brating the induction of Ford SYNC, the industry-leading in-car
connectivity software platform co-developed with Microsoft, into
the Museum's permanent collection in Palo Alto.

ANN ARBOR, Mich. –
Across eight states in eight
days, the naiton’s winningest
sola car team from the Uni-
versity of Michigan will de-
fend its title next month in
the American Solar Challenge
that includes an overnight
stop in its hometown.

The U-M student team is
vying for its 7th first-place fin-
ish and fourth consecutive
championship. The North
American contest has been
held roughly every other year
since 1990, when U-M won
the inaugural event with a car
called Sunrunner.

This year, the team will
race Quantum, its lightest-
ever vehicle that finished
third in the World Solar Chal-
lenge in Australia last fall.

Quantum weighs a full 200
pounds less than its most re-
cen predecessor, and it is 30
percent more aerodynamic.
The team of mostly under-
graduates designs and builds
a new car every two years.

The 1,650-mile American
race starts in Rochester, N.Y.
on Sunday, July 14 and ends
in St. Paul, Minn.

Compared with previous
routes, the path cuts through
more cities and towns this
time and organizers say this
should lead to a closer and
tighter contest. In 2010, U-M
finished two hours before its
nearest competitor.

“We will have to deal with
more city traffic and complex
navigation,” said Caitlin
Sadler, a master’s student in
the School of Natural Re-
sources and Environment, as
well as the team’s public rela-
tions lead spokesperson.

Lower speed limits could
constrain the cars below
their capabilities. Quantum’s
average (but not top) speed
in the World Solar Challenge
was a robust 52 mph.

U-M could have an advan-
tage there because it is the
only one of the 18 registered
teams racing a car that has
previously competed in a
cross-country solar race such
as this one.

Solar Car Race
Will Soon Visit
Ann Arbor on
National Route


