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DRAGWAY RETROSPECT

by Dewey Ketner

Shelby’s ’62 Dragonsnake Played Key Drag Racing Role

Carroll Shelby, who died re-
cently, is famous for having
developed all of those hot af-
termarket Shelby Mustangs
over the years, of course.

But let the record show he
had a major impact on the his-
tory of drag racing as well.

Some research among my
1960s Hot Rod magazine col-
lection reveals that the 1962
Shelby Cobra Dragonsnake
played an important part in
drag racing history.

Reads one such track ob-
servation from Hot Rod:

“The Cobra Dragonsnake is
such an animal. Off the line in
anose-high attitude, Cure-Ride
50-50s locked in position, the
Anglo-American azure sport-
ster issued its first challenge at
the HRM Championship Drags,
going on to clip both ends of
the NHRA A/Stock Sports
record with 116.27 mph in 11.81
seconds,” it says.

“Later, Ed Terry grasped the
reins of the Shelby American
sizzler, tracking class rivals to
their lairs on a country-wide
tour, and turned them back at
every meeting.

“With the fraternity alerted,
Terry towed to Indianapolis
for the supreme trial under
fire: the Nationals. Pitted

against the cream of the crop,
and before the critical eyes of
thousands, he ripped away
from every challenge in a
crammed class, erasing all
doubts as to who is the tiger of
sports hill in drag racing.”

Wow, they don’t write racing
reports like that anymore, just
as they don’t build ’em like
Carroll Shelby’s 1962 Dragon-
snake.

More history on the car pro-
vided by Conceptcarz de-
scribes the significance it had
on mid-1960s drag racing.

“Since the Shelby Cobras
had already laid waste to much
of the field in sports car racing,
it was time for new competi-
tion,” the history reads.

“And in 1964, what better
way was there than to focus on
the 1/4-mile — thus was born the
‘Dragonsnake.’

“A few Shelby employees
asked their boss to provide a
289 Cobra that they could drag
race. Chassis number CSX2019
was designated as a public-re-
lations car. It was already a
movie star, so to speak, ap-
pearing in the movie, “Viva Las
Vegas” with Elvis Presley and
Ann-Margret.

“According to Shelby
archives, Jere Kirkpatrick was

the driver of CSX2019 and also
looked after the chassis, while
Ralph Falconer, Jr., was tasked
with tuning the motors. The
two dominated the competi-
tion, with a best quarter-mile
result of 11.73 seconds at
119.20 mph, an AA/SP class
record in the AHRA.”

Shelby combined a light-
weight aluminum body that
was made at AC in England to-
gether with a Ford Hi-Po 289 en-
gine. The Shelby Cobra, meant
for both road and track, was an
immediate success.

“The Shelby Cobra intended
for the drag strip was dubbed
the dragonsnake. Driver Kirk-
patrick and mechanic Falconer
dominated the A/SP class and
was responsible for setting
many records,” the Concept-
carz history further reads.

One of the tricks that the
Dragonsnake team used to gen-
erate higher performance was
that the valve pockets had
been relieved in Dragonsnake
to permit freer breathing.

Point being that Carroll Shel-
by wasn’t just a Mustang mod-
ifier. He had a tremendous im-
pact on drag racing and that
shouldn’t be forgotten as the
hosannas continue to pour in
for the late Shelby.

SAE Honors Edsel Ford II for Leadership

by Gerald Scott
News Dept.

The SAE Foundation cele-
brated its 25th anniversary last
week by saluting one of the no-
table philanthropic champions
of the Detroit auto industry in
Edsel B. Ford IL.

The SAE Foundation honored
Ford with its Industry Leader-
ship Award and raised more
than $400,000 to fun STEM ed-
ucation programs during the
Foundation’s 25th Anniversary
celebration at Ford Field in De-
troit.

Much of the proceeds came
from a live auction of a one-of-
a-kind Ford Mustang built by
Ford Motorsports and Roush
Performance.

The SAE Foundation is the
charitable arm of SAE Interna-
tional. Its programs are among
the most widely-recognized
and successful in classroom-
based education in the sci-
ence, technology, engineering
and math (STEM) areas.

In remarks after accepting
the Industry Leadership, Ed-
sel B. Ford II said, “I am truly
humbled to receive the SAE
Foundation’s Industry Leader-
ship award, however the real
honor goes to the many hard-
working men and women of
our engineering, product de-
velopment and design staff
who have brought passion,
dedication and ingenuity to
our worldwide product line-
up that is now an integral part
of Ford Motor Company’s DNA.

“l am honored to be recog-
nized and represent the Ford
team tonight.”

Ford is a member of the
Board of Directors of Ford Mo-
tor Company and a consultant

Two industrial titans from the Detroit auto industry — Edsel B.
Ford II, left, and Jack Roush - at the SAE Foundation’s 25th an-
niversary celebration at Ford Field in Detroit.

to Ford. He is active in compa-
ny affairs and dealer relations
and a member of several char-
itable, philanthropic and com-
munity organizations.

He was recognized for his
more than 40 years of commit-
ment and dedication to im-
proving the U.S. automotive
industry.

Matt Miller, director of the
SAE Foundation, said, “Lead-
ers such as Mr. Ford are a key
element of our efforts to at-
tract, educate and retain engi-
neers.

“Our programs are among
the most effective in the areas
of science, technology, engi-
neering and math (STEM) edu-
cation, and we are honored to
include Mr. Ford among our
leaders and supporters. Our
25th anniversary celebration
promises to be a great evening
for the industry.”

Elsewhere at the event, the
2nd annual Gordon Millar
Award, funded by auto suppli-
er AVL, was presented to Dan

Schoolcraft Hosts EV Car

LIVONIA - The Fourth An-
nual Michigan EV Show will
be held June 9 at Schoolcraft
College in Livonia.

While electric cars are be-
coming more common on the
roads, few have actually had
the chance to see one up
close, talk to the owner, or
otherwise ride in one.

The event is scheduled for
Saturday, June 9, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. It will take place rain
or shine as activities are
scheduled for both indoors
and outdoors at the School-
craft campus.

Event co-sponsors are
Schoolcraft College, Michigan
Auto Electric Association,
Clean Energy Coalition, DTE
Energy and Greeing Detroit.

The event is free and open
to the public. Electric and hy-
brid vehicles of all shapes
and sizes, from scooters to
transport vans to pickup
trucks and, of course, passen-
ger cars, will be on display.

Visitors will have the op-
portunity to see cars close
up, talk to the owners and go
for a short ride in an EV with
the owner driving.

The vehicles will include
some major production mod-
els from major manufactur-

ers, gas-powered cars con-
verted to electric, and those
produced from EV Kkits.
General Motors spokesman
Randy Fox said, “We have
been proud supporters of the
Michigan Electrical Vehicle

and Vicky Hancock for their
continuous philanthropic sup-
port of the SAE Foundation
Mission to encourage and in-
crease student participation
and achievement in STEM ed-
ucation. Hancock is a retired
executive from General Mo-
tors.

“The evening was a testa-
ment to the industry-wide sup-
port for our STEM education
programs,” SAE Foundation’s
Miller further said.

“The support from compa-
nies like Ford, Roush and the
dozens of others who are com-
mitted to improving the indus-
try’s competitiveness will help
us offer our programs to even
more students in the future,” he
added.

The evening’s over-arching
theme, “The Future STEMs
from You!” celebrated the SAE
Foundation’s individual and
collective efforts to improve
the state of STEM education for
America’s students. It was a
well-attended event.

Show June 9

Show since 2010. We are excit-
ed about showcasing the
Chevy Volt at this educational
event.”

The show will include ven-
dor booths, Q&A sessions
with experts and more.

Grand Prix Now Offers Belle Isle Ferry
For Fans to Go from River to the Race

by Gerald Scott
News Dept.

It what promises to be yet an-
other fun sports-related ritual
in Detroit, Belle Isle Grand Prix
race organizers have initiated
water ferry service to transport
fans from the RenCen/Port Au-
thority riverfront over to Belle
Isle for the races.

That is to say, fans who want
to enjoy the beauty of the De-
troit River will be able to take
the scenic route to the fastest
weekend of the summer with
the new ferry service to Belle
Isle announced last week by the
Chevrolet Detroit Belle Isle
Grand Prix.

As the Grand Prix returns for
the first time in four years,
June 1-3, event attendees will
be able to enjoy a service that
has never been offered before
in the history of the race in De-
troit.

The Grand Prix will provide
a ferry shuttle service that will
run from the Detroit Port Au-
thority, located along Atwater
on the Riverwalk adjacent to
the GM RenCen, over to the
Harbormaster Station at Belle
Isle Park during race weekend.

The ferry service will begin
at 7 a.m. Friday-Sunday and
will leave from the Port Au-
thority dock every hour on the
hour.

The trip to Belle Isle is ex-
pected to take approximately
20 minutes and will allow ferry-
goers the opportunity to enjoy
the picturesque scenery of the
Detroit and Windsor, Ontario,
Canada, riverfronts along the
way. Return trips from Belle Isle
back to the Port Authority will
depart on the half-hour from
the Harbormaster station, lo-
cated next to the MacArthur
Bridge to Belle Isle. The ferry,
which holds about 70 people,
will operate until 9 p.m. each
night of the Grand Prix.

“We’re very excited to offer
this unique ferry service to
our fans,” said Bud Denker,
chairman of the Chevrolet De-
troit Belle Isle Grand Prix.

“This is a terrific way to ex-
perience race weekend - en-
joying the beautiful waterfront
as you visit Belle Isle for the re-

Penske Racing officials brought their demo IndyCar racer to the
Detroit riverfront last week, all to announce that new water ferry
service would take Grand Prix race fans from the Port Authority

to Belle Isle starting this Friday.

turn of world-class auto racing
to the Motor City.”

With no on-island parking
available for race attendees
during the weekend, the ferry
provides another transporta-
tion alternative for Grand Prix
attendees, in addition to the
shuttle bus service that will car-
ry all others on to Belle Isle.

Tickets for the ferry can be
purchased on the lower level of
the Detroit Port Authority Ter-
minal. For more information,
contact the Port Authority at
313-259-5091.

The cost of the ferry service
will be $10 for a round-trip
ticket for adults and $5 for
children 12 and under - the
same prices as the shuttle bus
transportation. Anyone wishing
to take the ferry is encouraged
to park in the Miller Garage on
Renaissance Drive, located
across from the Marriott at the
Renaissance Center.

The Chevrolet Detroit Belle
Isle Grand Prix is a 501(c)3 or-
ganization and a subsidiary of
the Downtown Detroit Part-
nership.

The event will include:

¢ Chevrolet Indy Grand Prix
presented by shopau-
toweek.com, featuring the cars
of the IZOD IndyCar Series

e Chevrolet GRAND-AM 200
at Belle Isle presented by the
Metro Detroit Chevy Dealers
with the sports cars of the
GRAND-AM Rolex Series

¢ Cadillac V-Series Challenge

presented by the Metro De-
troit Cadillac Dealers featur-
ing the cars of the Pirelli World
Challenge Championship Se-
ries and the Firestone Indy
Lights Series.

Wayne State
Hosts Meeting
On ‘Rebuilding’

Wayne State University in
Detroit is hosting the “Re-
building American Manufac-
turing” conference on Tues-
day, June 5, at WSU’s McGre-

gor Memorial Conference
Center from 8 a.m. to 12
noon.

The keynote address will
be given by Brian O’Shaugh-
nessy, co-chair, Coalition for a
Prosperous America; and
chair, Revere Copper Prod-
ucts.

Other speakers include
Bob King of the United Auto
Workers, Chris Michalakis of
the Metropolitan Detroit AFL-
CIO and Karla Swift, Michigan
AFL-CIO.

The first panel discussion
will include David Foster of
BlueGreen Alliance; Susan
Helper, Case Western Univer-
sity and Richard McCormack,
editor, Manufacturing and
Technology News.

For more information, call
the Office of Special Events at
313-577-0300.
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MORA

No Hassle...No Haggle...ALWAYS

WE NEED YOUR TRADE! $1500 OVER Kelley Blue Book for Your Trade-In!
Use Your GM Card Earnings AND Bonus Earnings To Save Even More!
Trade-In Your Old “Clunker” And We’ll Give You $2000 GUARANTEED!

We Treat You
Like Family"="~

PERIOD

2012 CRUZE Ls

Stk #7406

5-Star Safety Rating!
MSRP $18,590
NO Security Deposit Required!

24 Month Lease!

6,599 59

Over 200 Available
at Similar Savings ~ With Only $1199 Down

2012 MALIBU LS

Stk.#7216

America’s #1Malibu Dealer!
MSRP $22,870
NO Security Deposit Required!

24 Month Lease!

5,782 $0

Over 400 Available
at Similar Savings ~ With Only $799 Down

Stk.#8015

Consumer Digest “Best Buy”!
MSRP $24,355
NO Security Deposit Required!

24 Month Lease!

21,898 179

Over 80 Available
at Similar Savings  With Only $999 Down

2012 TRAVERSE LS
, S C—

Stk #7477

Eight Passenger Seating!
MSRP $30,435
NO Security Deposit Required!

24 Month Lease!

23,434 $99

Over 60 Available
at Similar Savings  With Only $799 Down

2012 SILVERADO

Ext Cab All Star
4X4

- .tsitio-n!

Stk.#5915

GM Bedliner Included!
MSRP $35,990
NO Security Deposit Required!

24 Month Lease!

26,464 190

Over 60 Available
at Similar Savings ~ With Only $999 Down

2012 SILVERADO

CrewCab All Star
4X4 g Edition!
’ - e

Stk.#7058
GM Bedliner Included!
MSRP $38,705
NO Security Deposit Required!

24 Month Lease!

29020 $199

Over 40 Available
at Similar Savings  With Only $1499 Down

={ Ballimore

23 Mile Bd.

Mt
Clemeans

Your Sales & Service Leaders
888-58-MORAN

4511 24TH AVE.
FORT GRATIOT

View All of Our New and Certified Used Vehicles 24/7 @ moranchevy.com

DICK
MILNE

NO DOC FEES!

com

m

. - Lot
£, 7 CHEVY k=
MINUTES FROM EVERYWHERE!
35500 GRATIOT
CLINTON TWP.

*Picture may not represent actual vehicle. All cash incentives have been deducted from Payments/Sales prices are plus tax, title and plates. Alternate APR is in lieu of most incentives. All
leases are 39 months/10,000 miles per year +800 credit score, other slightly higher. First payment, title, tax and plate fees are due at lease signing. Security deposit is required on Equinox.
Purchase Payments are 75 months at 2.99% APR for well-qualified individuals. Certain restrictions may apply, see dealer for additional details. Sale ends 5-31-12 at 6 pm.
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