
by Jim Stickford
Special Writer

General Motors and police
agencies across Michigan are
doing their level best to make
it a safe Memorial Day week-
end and after by emphasizing
the importance of buckling up
while driving – using both the
carrot and the stick.

The carrot is a public infor-
mation campaign that is de-
signed to inform the public
about how buckling up makes
driving a much safer experi-
ence if there’s an accident.

The stick is local and state
police more heavily and visibly
enforcing the state’s buckle-
up laws through the use of
seat belt enforcement zones.

The press announcement of
this year’s buckle-up enforce-
ment efforts was made at Gen-
eral Motors’ Heritage Center in
Sterling Heights on May 21.

Mike Prince, of the Michi-
gan Office of Highway Safety
Planning, talked about how
Michigan has a budget of $28
million to promote driver safe-
ty, most of which comes from
the federal government.

He said his first car, a 1963
Oldsmobile had seat belts, but
at that time they were an af-
termarket feature.

“The key to driver safety for
more than 40 years has been
safety belts,” Prince said.

“It’s the driver’s primary line
of defense. Last year, the death
rate from auto accidents de-
clined from 937 to 889. In part,
this is because of efforts like
‘Click it or Ticket’ to get drivers
to buckle up. Of course, engi-
neers like the ones we have
here from GM are building safer
cars.”

Prince said last year about
200 people in Michigan who
died in car accidents were un-
belted. Not buckling up can
have lethal consequences.

“Belts aren’t just safety fea-
tures, they’re the key safety fea-
ture of a car,” Prince said.

Kay Kent, GM’s general di-
rector, vehicle safety and crash-
worthiness, who works out of
the Warren Tech Center, said
that safety belts have been re-
quired in cars for more than 40
years. But the safety belts of to-
day are far more effective than
the ones of four decades ago.

“Safety belts also work in

harmony with airbags and oth-
er safety technology,” Kent
said.

“Design of belts has evolved
to make them both safer and
more comfortable to use.

“But we can’t waver in edu-
cation. Safety belts are one
safety system that relies on
the vehicle occupants to use to
be effective. They aren’t auto-
matic like airbags.”

Lt. Mike Shaw, of the Michi-
gan State Police, said safety
belt use declined a little bit last
year in the state. Usage rates
fell to 94.5 percent.

Unbelted drivers remain a
safety problem. So as part of
the state’s Memorial Day traffic
safety enforcement efforts, po-
lice across the state have start-
ed to set up safety enforce-
ment zones.

These zones are set up to
catch unbelted drivers. A spot-
ter car will stay by the side of
the road and radio ahead to an

enforcement car when the spot-
ter sees an unbelted driver.
The enforcement car will then
be on the lookout for the spot-
ted car. Last year, a similar en-
forcement campaign resulted in
9,000 tickets being issued. It
also resulted in 100 drunk driv-
ers being arrested.

“The goal of all this effort is
to save lives and prevent in-
juries,” Shaw said.

“Last year, during the Me-
morial Day holiday period, nine
Michigan drivers were killed in
auto accidents. Three of those
people were unbelted. This is
not a ticket-writing campaign.
Enforcement is a prime moti-
vator to get people to buckle
up. This is meant to save lives.”

Also on display at the press
conference was GM’s new cen-
ter airbag.

Scott Thomas, a senior staff
engineer, said the bag is placed
in the inboard side driver’s
seat. If the vehicle receives a

side-hit, the bag deploys and
catches the driver as his body
is thrust sideways, away from
the door where the hit took
place. The bag deploys out of
the seat and helps prevent in-
jury.

“The inboard side airbag
functions as a restraint and as
a cushion between occupants
and intruding objects,” Thomas
said.

“The technology is new and
will be available beginning in
model year 2013 in GM’s mid-
size crossover vehicles. They
are the Chevy Traverse, the
GMC Arcadia and the Buick
Enclave.”

Thomas added that Prince
and Kent were right. As great as
all this new tech is in making
cars safer, the best thing car
passengers can do to ensure a
safe driving experience is to
buckle up, he said, adding that
it’s safer, it’s simple and it does-
n’t take any time to click it.

by Gerald Scott
News Dept.

If you’re looking for a cool car
owned by a cool-car guy, look
no further than Oscar Zamora’s
1960 Buick LeSabre.

Almost as big as the Titanic,
Zamora’s car is painted bright
red and stops traffic every-
where it goes. Built at the
height of GM’s “landboat” era,
the vehicle’s Michigan license

plate pretty much says it all –
TOOLONG.

Zamora, 55, is retired from
the state of Michigan and is a
Warren resident. He had the
LeSabre on display at the Boy
Scouts of America/Troop 390
car show at Warren city hall re-
cently.

“I got it about four years ago
out of Arizona. Those cars were
notorious for some rust issues,
which I had taken care of,” he
said.

“A lot of the stuff I was able
to do (personally) but some
you have to have done. You
can’t do everything yourself
unless you’re a super-mechan-
ic, which I’m not.

“I’ve had it about four years
now.”

Dare we say it, but the car re-
ally does look as good or better
than it did when it was driven
off the Buick assembly line a
couple of generations ago.

“Most people ask, is that the
longest car they ever made? I
say it’s close, but the Electra is
actually 4 inches longer,” he
said.

“I don’t remember what the
wheelbase is, but I’ve got a
full-size Dodge van at home
and this is longer.”

The LeSabre is distinctive
for its flowing exterior lines
such that it’s the last of the gen-
eration of mid-1950s and early-
1960s GM cars that were styled
with jet aircraft of that era in
mind.

“This is 1960. In 1959, the fins
were a little different on it, and
in 1961 the fins were gone, so
it’s a one-year body style. It was
made in Flint, Michigan.

“It’s also one of the last cars
that Harley Earl had a hand in
designing – he did the dash-
board on it, the instrumenta-
tion.

“The basic concept of the car
was taken from the B-19
bomber. Rocket design, jet
plane, that was the rage and
that’s where they drew a lot of
the inspiration for the cars.”

He said the taillamps on the
car were even styled to look
like the afterburners on a jet, all
in keeping with the aerospace
design theme.

Meanwhile, the original en-
gine is still in there, a 401 cc,
but on top of the air cleaner it
reads, “Wildcat 445.”

“What Buick did, they named
their motors after the amount
of foot torque at the wheels –
but the engine size is actually a

401. You could get the 364 in
this one, but this one has the
401, according to the code
badge on the firewall,” Zamora
said.

The odometer reads just
“25,000” on it, so Zamora guess-
es it must have either 125,000
or 225,000 on it.

Asked what kind of ride it of-
fers some 52 years after it was
originally built, Zamora said:

“It runs good, it gets on the

highway and just kind of floats
you along,” Zamora said. “It’s
a comfortable ride. As a ‘cruis-
ing car,’ it’s great.”

Zamora, it might be noted,
wears a cool “Milner” T-shirt in
honor of the John Milner char-
acter for the ultra-cruise movie,
“American Graffiti.”

A true cruiser, he. Did we
mention the 1960 LeSabre looks
like a jet ready for LeTakeoff?
LeCool? You bet.
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Seek us for a second opinion . . . 
because we have been helping hundreds
of automotive engineers and personnel

like you to achieve their
retirement goals. We are very Fidelity 

friendly with SSPP,TSP, 401K plans.

Call 248-649-4759 Now! 

3221 West Big Beaver Road, Suite 103, 
Troy, Michigan 48084

ARE YOU 
BEING 

OFFERED 
A LUMP SUM

PENSION?

Carl Gill is a Registered Representative offering securities
through United Planners Financial Services, a member of FINRA/SIPC.

Advisory services offered through Spectrum Financial Resources,
Spectrum Financial Resources,

Asset Preservation Capital, and United Planners are not affiliated.

$19.95
*Oil & Filter Change

*Most cars, includes drain & fill motor oil up to 5 quarts, replace oil filter, bottled & synthetic oil
extra.

34315 Mound Rd.
Between 14 & 15 Mile on W Side

586-939-3300In-store
off
er

en
ds

5-
31
-1
2.

Regular Price
$2795+ tax

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm
Sat. 8am-4:30pm

Professional Courteous Service
Since 1992.

Rice Family Owned & Operated
The Changing Weather…

Means Changing Footwear

• Waterproof
& Insulated

• Work & Sport

• Professional
Fitting

• Wide Widths
In Stock

SSTTEERRLLIINNGG HHEEIIGGHHTTSS
3333228899 MMoouunndd RRdd..

(N. of 14 Mile Rd.)

586-264-4500

SSHHEELLBBYY TTWWPP..
1133998899 HHaallll RRdd..

(NE. corner of Schoenherr)

586-566-9600

RREEDD WWIINNGG
SSHHOOEE SSTTOORREE

M-F 10-8; Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-4

WARREN URGENTCARE

“We Care”
URGENT CARE FOR ACCIDENTS AND INJURY

ADULT & PEDIATRIC ILLNESS
Digital X-Rays, EKG and Lab Work, On-Site Lab Service, Strep, Mono,
Pregnancy & Urine Testing, Vaccinations, Sports & School Physicals,

Occupational Medicine, Work-Related Injuries,
Pre-Hire Physicals (BAT & Urine Screening)

SPECIAL ON SPORTS PHYSICAL $25.00 State-of-the-Art Facility

8am-10pm • 7 Days a week • 365 Days a Year
“Bringing Quality Urgent Care To Your Neighborhood”

586-276-8200
31700 Van Dyke • Warren, MI 48093

On Van Dyke Rd., between 13 & 14 Mile in
St. John’s Windemere Park

OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

ATTENTION
Chrysler, GM, Ford

Employees, we’re within
2 miles of your plants

HAP & BCN
NO Referrals Needed!
www.warrenurgentcare.com

FLU SHOTS

Woodland Urgent Care
22341 W. 8 Mile Road

Detroit

313-387-8700

N. East Macomb Urgent Care
43900 Garfield, Suite 121

Clinton Township

586-868-2600

BRAKE SPECIAL

$19995
Most F.W.D. U.S. Cars • In-store offer ends 5-31-12

Check Our Price on
Tune Ups, Water Pumps,

Heater Cores & Other Repairs

DELUXE OIL
CHANGE
SPECIAL

Up To 5 Qts. Of
Oil Lube & Filter

•
No Disposal Fee

Includes topping off fluids

5-31-12

MMMMAAAAKKKKEEEE UUUUSSSS YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR FFFFIIII RRRRSSSSTTTT CCCCHHHHOOOOIIIICCCCEEEE

WARREN • 586-757-7203

$2170

MUFFLER & BRAKE SERVICE
23252 VAN DYKE

3 Blocks North of 9 Mile
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5pm; Sat.-Closed

Most FWD Cars  

• Front Metallic Disc Brake Pads

• 2 New Front Rotors

• Labor Included

MMUUFFFFLLEERR,, EEXXTTEENNSSIIOONN PPIIPPEE && TTAAIILL PPIIPPEE

10%Off
In-store offer ends 5-31-12

1960 Buick LeSabre owner Oscar Zamora says the car was styled
after the B-19 bomber, including taillights-as-afterburners.
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Warren resident Oscar Zamora with his 1960 Buick LeSabre. “The 1960 LeSabre was the last car
that GM design legend Harley Earl had an impact on,” Zamora said. “He designed the instrument
panel.” GM’s Earl retired in 1959, but what a car he left in the LeSabre that’s part of his legacy.
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GM senior staff engineer Scott Thomas with the automaker’s new
center airbag, which will be available on GM’s midsize crossover
utility vehicle lineup with the 2013 model year. The Chevy Tra-
verse, GMC Acadia and Buick Enclave will be the first GM vehi-
cles to have the center air bag. Thomas appeared with the device
at the press conference held at the GM Heritage Center in Sterling
Heights last week, when participants, including GM, the Michigan
State Police and the Office of Highway Safety Planning, all dis-
cussed seat belt safety with Memorial Day traffic in mind.
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GM, Police Work to Get the Word Out on Buckling Up

Owner’s Cool, Car’s Lonnnnng

FLINT – The Mass Trans-
portation Authority (MTA)
unveiled its new hydrogen
fuel cell bus and opened its al-
ternative fuel facility in Grand
Blanc Township. The MTA is
the first transportation au-
thority in the Midwest with a
hydrogen fuel cell vehicle.
The vehicles will be stored at
the Grand Blanc Service Cen-
ter and Alternative Fuel Facili-
ty location.

“Hydrogen as an alternative
fuel for the public transit in-
dustry is environmentally
friendly, reduces the carbon
footprint and is technically
feasible for a sustainable fu-
ture,” said Ed Benning, MTA
General Manager.

A fuel cell running on pure

hydrogen, like the UTC Power
Motion system utilized in the
MTA bus, emits zero emis-
sions at the source. In fact,
the only thing that comes out
of the tailpipe is water.

Fuel cells do not “burn” the
fuel they use. Instead, they
combine hydrogen with oxy-
gen from the air electrochemi-
cally to produce electricity
and emit only water vapor.

MTA’s new fuel cell bus is
hybrid-electric, zero emission
and powered by a 120 kW UtC
Power PureMotion fuel cell
system. When compared to a
diesel version, every bus
equipped with a PureMotion
system reduces nitrogen ox-
ide emissions equivalent to
removing 77 cars from the
road per year and achieves
the same carbon dioxide re-
ductions as planting 31 acres
of forest land.

The MTA will be procuring
additional hydrogen vehicles
in the near future. The Grand
Blanc service garage will be
expanded to provide storage
for hydrogen and CNG vehicle
and will offer maintenance.

Flint Introduces Hydrogen Bus

MALANA
Barber Shop

Village Plaza
5831 13 Mile Rd.

Warren

586-979-4285


