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2012 Buick Enclave Is Very Smooth Ride

BY GERALD SCOTT
NEWS DEPT.

[s it just me or is the collec-
tive Big Three vehicle fleet
starting to shrink somewhat?

Compared to the 1990s, that
is to say for reference.

There are still large, dedi-
cated vehicles to be had, like
the Silverado pickup truck or
Ford’s F-350-sized vehicles.
There are large versions of the
Ram Truck, too.

But overall, the fleet seems
to have shrunk somewhat
from 10-15 years ago, when
large SUVs and corresponding
pickup trucks were seemingly
everywhere.

For Buick, the downsizing
seemed to start around 2001
when it introduced the Ren-
dezvous, its first-midsize
crossover SUV.

Well, a decade later, meet
the 2012 Buick Enclave AWD-
Premium Group, the brand’s
first such luxury crossover.

The super-big SUVs of the
previous generation were no-
table, in part, because of how
tall they were, how tall in the
saddle, so to speak, that driv-
ers and passengers rode
above the traffic.

The Enclave brings that
down a notch or two — not as
compact as the aforemen-
tioned Rendezvous, but not
as big as a Suburban either.

Actually, Enclave seems to
want to hit the sweet-spot be-
tween large and small vehicle.
It stands reasonably tall, slight-
ly above traffic, but it still feels
manageable and, unlike many
of the 1990s SUVs, one doesn’t
feel like a 10-year-old trying to
steer a firetruck.

Rather, the Enclave comes to
you, the driver. Interesting that
Buick markets it as a
“crossover,” something more
svelte, than just an SUV, which
is never said in the marketing
materials.

Our test vehicle came with
a 3.6L, SIDI V6 engine, one
mated to a 6-speed automatic
transmission.

This all translated into 22
mpg city and 16 mpg hwy., to
go along with that command-

ing presence on the road.

You might wish for better
mileage, but you have to re-
member the vehicle’s curb
weight is 4,985 Ibs., so that ex-
plains the modest mileage fig-
ures. Although the Enclave’s
exterior design is elegant,
well, that’s still a lot of metal
for the engine to push around
the highway - almost 5,000
Ibs., that is to say — so, with a
V6 engine, you're never going
to get much better than 22
mpg on the highway.

But anyway, it’s still a fun,
relatively seamless crossover
to drive. The vehicle has that
6-speed automatic with manu-
al shift control for those occa-
sions when the driver wants
to override the auto and actu-
ally drive the car.

Everything about the En-
clave speaks of elegance.

It’s competing against the
likes of the Acura MDX, Lexus
RX350 and Volvo XC90 and
Buick brags about its “her-
itage forward” design pack-
age, one with exceptional at-
tention to detail and quality.

The entire package seems
in line with its premium atti-
tude - there are six standard air
bags, power liftgate, Stabili-
trak electronic stability con-
trol system with rollover miti-
gation technology, traction con-
trol, XM Satellite Radio, On-
Star with Turn-by-Turn, voice-
guided navigation and more.

Buick builds in plenty of
creature comforts into this
crossover, we must say.

There is a driver confidence
package that further includes a
remote vehicle starter system,
ultrasonic rear park assist, rear
vision camera system and
more.

Rear seat audio controls
and dedicated headphone
jacks means that the family in
the back seat can tune the
parents out and the entertain-
ment in (assuming families
want that these days).

Buick says that the Enclave
is built with more legroom than
the competition and there is
segment-best room behind the
third-row seat.

The vehicle is built at the

2012 Buick Enclave interior.

GM Delta Township factory
near Lansing, a manufacturing
facility known for its high
quality scores.

So here you have the 2012
Buick Enclave, an earnest com-
petitor in the luxury crossover
segment and a true joy to drive.
What you give up in mileage
you seem to get back in driver
and passenger comfort and
amenities, and these days,
that’s a tradeoff many in this
category are more than willing
to make.

So here is Buick, whose her-
itage is linked to elegant pas-
senger cars, now offering
crossovers like the Enclave.
Going back 10 years to the
launch of the Rendezvous,
Buick’s first such modern SUV
that was celebrated earlier,
well, the Enclave is a worthy
successor as Buick greatly
widens the product lineup that
today’s consumer expects from
it. Anyone who test-drives the
Enclave should be impressed.

2012 BUICK ENCLAVE - AWD

- Base Price: $45,080

+ As Tested: $50,985

* Engine: 3.6L SIDI V6

» Mileage: 16 city/22 hwy
 Length: 201.5 inches

* Wheelbase: 119 inches

e Curb wt.: 4,985 Ibs.

* Assembly: GM Delta Twp.
OPTIONS:

*Audio system with Naviga-
tion/DVD system that includes
touchscreen navigation, DVD
rear seat entertainment, XM
Nav and traffic ($3,185); Pow-
er sunroof with 2nd row skylight
($1,400); 20-inch aluminum
wheels ($300) and carbon
black metalic paint ($195).
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*Picture may not represent actual vehicle. All cash incentives have been deducted from Payments/Sales prices are plus tax, title and plates. Alternate APR is in lieu of most incentives. All
leases are 39 months/10,000 miles per year +800 credit score, other slightly higher. First payment, title, tax and plate fees are due at lease signing. Security deposit is required on Equinox.
Purchase Payments are 75 months at 2.99% APR for well-qualified individuals. Certain restrictions may apply, see dealer for additional details. Sale ends 4-30-12 at 6 pm.
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* All prices & payments include GM rebates. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Prices subject to change per GM i
Employee Discount (Unless otherwise stated). Lease terms vary from 24 to 48 months, 10,000 miles per year w/ approved S Tier credit w/ $2500 due at signing, (unless otherwise
noted). Prices & payments are plus tax, title, and plate fees and first month payment No secrity deposit on leases.. 0% Financing in lieu of some factory rebates. Malibu LS (leased
thru GM financial), Equinox LS, Cruze LS leases require 800 plus credit score. Cruze, Equinox and Silverado include non GM competitive lease. Malibu includes GMC. USA d insur-
ance rebate. t Must quality for Conquest. Some vehicles may be Courtesy cars. Expires 4-30-12.
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See us for your GM employee purchases.

Mon. & Thurs. 8:30am-9:00pm;Tues., Wed., & Fri. 8:30am-6:00pm

*All prices & payments include GM rebates. Pictures may not represent actual vehicle. Prices subject to change per GM i Prices and arei ive of GM Em-
ployee Discount (Unless otherwise stated). Lease terms vary from 24 to 48 months, 10,000 to 15,000 miles per year w/ approved S Tier credit w/ $1995 due at signing, (unless
otherwise noted). Prices & payments are plus tax, title, and plate fees. 0% financing in lieu of some factory rebates. Refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles — to
be determined by lender. Must qualify for conquest with a 1999 or newer non GM lease. Lacrosse lease; Regal, & Terrain purchase prices are Courtesy cars. Verano lease is with
$1995 down. Regal lease is with $1825 down. Terrain lease is with 2650 down. Sierra lease is with $2525 down. **See salesperson for details. Expiration Date — 4/30/12.
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Quick 0il Change
LUBE OIL FILTER

Up to 5 qgts.
Fluid Level,

Center Line, Ml 48015

Brake & Alignment Check Included.

BODY SHOP

586- 754-7000

ext 1

EXPRESS
LANE

We use Genuine GM 0il & Filter
No additional or hidden charges.
Out the door pricing.

Open Mondays & Thursdays until 8:30pm

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE

EIIXCI?((j;ﬁ synthgttic, [:(iesgl & Med. Duty TrucI;s. Must During Scheduled Repairs
o0s cars & trucks. One coupon per customer. Mus ALL MAKES
present coupon with order. Plus tax. Expires 4-30-12. & MODELS FREE OIL CHANGE

With Each Major Repair

SERVICE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 6:30am-9:00pm; Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 6:30am-6:00pm e Shuttle at 6:30am - Pick-up Both Ways ¢ All Day starting at 6:30am.




