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Selfridge Navy ‘Seabee’ Battalion Is
Building More Than Just Reputation

SELFRIDGE AIR NATIONAL
GUARD BASE, Mich. — Need it
built? Call the Navy.

The Navy’s best construc-
tion battalion - led by one of
the service’s top officers —
calls the Detroit area home.

Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion 26, based at Self-
ridge Air National Guard Base,
was recently awarded the
Rear Adm. John R. Perry
Award as the most outstand-
ing naval construction battal-
ion in the U.S. Navy Reserve.

The battalion’s command-
ing officer, Commander Regi-
na Marengo, has been award-
ed the Navy’s Joy Bright Han-
cock Award, which honors
“inspirational, innovative and
imaginative leadership.”

The awards, for service in
2011, cover a period when
Marengo and the battalion of
about 700 sailors, best known
as the Seabees, were deployed
to the Kandahar Province in
southern Afghanistan.

“The whole team, this bat-
talion is so strong,” said Maren-
go. “It really would not have
been possible for them to do
better in Afghanistan than the
way they performed.”

The Perry Award recognizes
the top battalion in the com-
bined areas of leadership, readi-
ness, construction accom-
plishments, equipment man-
agement, logistics programs,
retention, and safety.

In Afghanistan, the sailors
of NMCB 26 built seven combat
outposts, added to the fortifi-
cations of others and widened,
improved and laid several miles
of road, often operating in ter-
ritory where contact with un-
friendly forces was highly like-
ly. Marengo said her sailors
were often operating “on the
very forward edges” in
Afghanistan.

Teamwork was a key attrib-
ute in getting the job done,
battalion leaders say.

“The sailors of NMCB-26 not
only have talents as builders,
but they are dedicated to work-
ing together as a team and
pushing each other to the high-
est levels. That teamwork was
clearly on display during the
battalion’s deployment to

Afghanistan last year,” said
Master Chief Petty Officer
Richard Heiland, who is the
command master chief and
senior enlisted sailor in the
battalion.

Marengo said planning and
preparation were key to the
successful execution of the
battalion’s assignments in
Afghanistan.

“When we received an as-
signment, we had to peel back
the layers of the onion and
look at every possible angle:
security, logistics and the
building effort itself before we
took our show on the road,”
the commander said.

“We were going to our as-
signments in armored con-
voys, sometimes flying in by
helicopter. Every last nail had
to be planned for, because
once we went out, there was
no running back to the hard-
ware store to grab something
you forgot.”

Heiland said living and work-
ing in austere locations in
Afghanistan required closely
coordinated teamwork across
the entire battalion.

“We had to utilize every sin-
gle resource,” he said.

Like Reserve and National
Guard forces across the coun-
try, NMCB 26 has to maintain
a readiness level while at
home station, in anticipation
of a call for deployment.

When Marengo was first as-

signed to command of the Sel-
fridge-based battalion, which
includes 10 detachments in
three states, the plan was to
not mobilize the unit for the
immediate future.

Less than two months later,
the plan changed and the unit
was ordered to mobilize for
the overseas deployment.
Counting training and time in
Afghanistan, the unit was away
from home for about a year.

It all amounted to a “can-do
experience,” Marengo said.

The battalion’s senior-en-
listed sailor agreed:

“When you couple the dedi-
cation of our enlisted sailors
with the strong leadership and
professional expertise Cdr.
Marengo and her officers bring
to the table, the strengths of the
battalion are amplified. It was
no surprise to me that both the
battalion and the skipper were
given top awards for what we
have accomplished in the past
year,” said Heiland.

“The Perry Award and the
Hancock Award give us a new
challenge, to set the bar even
higher in 2012 and beyond.”

The Joy Bright Hancock
Leadership Award honors the
visionary leadership of a
Naval officer whose ideals
and dedication led to the inte-
gration of women into the reg-
ular Navy.

One senior officer, one junior
officer and one senior enlisted

OnStar Hits 3M Assists

DETROIT - Originally devel-
oped as an airbag deploy-
ment notification system on
three 1997 Cadillac models,
OnStar has evolved to offer
unmatched safety and securi-
ty services.

Today, OnStar also provides
everyday services like Turn-
by-Turn Navigation, Hands-
Free Calling and the Re-
moteLink Mobile App, leading
to more than 439 million inter-
actions — and counting.

Over the last 16 years, On-
Star has assisted in 191,000
Automatic Crash Response
calls. Here are some other num-
bers contributing to the gaudy
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statistic:

e More than 94 million
Turn-by-Turn routes;

e More than 1 million Emer-
gency Services delivered;

¢ 6.9 billion Hands-Free Call-
ing minutes purchased;

e More than 581,000 Good
Samaritan calls;

e More than 213 million Ve-
hicle Diagnostic emails sent;

e More than 5.8 million Re-
mote Door Unlocks;

¢ 8.5 million RemoteLink Mo-
bile App requests;

e More than 2.9 million Road-
side Assistance responses;

© 59,000 Stolen Vehicle As-
sistances.
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Commander Regina Marengo, lower left, stands with some of the sailors from Naval Mobile Con-
struction Battalion 26 at a work site in Afghanistan, where the battalion spent the last half of 2010
and the first half of 2011. Both the battalion and the commander were each recently honored as be-
ing among the best in the Navy. NMCB-26 is based at Selfridge Air National Guard Base, Mich., and
has detachments in 10 locations across Michigan, Ohio and Indiana. About 700 Navy Reserve

Seabees serve in the battalion.

member is selected from across
both the Navy and the Marine
Corps to receive the award.
The award winner “must have
shown exceptional leadership
over time and have persevered
to overcome challenges.”
Marengo, who lives in the
Bronx in New York City, joined
the Navy Reserve 19 years ago.
Her timing was good — about six
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months after she received her
commission, women were first
allowed to serve in naval con-
struction battalions.

“I don’t know if I would still
be in the Navy if | hadn’t been
able to join a battalion,” Maren-
go said.

“The people I have been able
to work with, the opportunities
I have had, it has added to me
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personally, professionally, in
every way.”

Marengo said the Navy Re-
serve Seabees she commands
bring an amazing set of skills to
their duties, drawing on expe-
riences from both inside and
outside the Navy. In her civilian
career, Marengo is a partner in
a Bronx civil engineering firm,
Ensign Engineering.
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