
by Gerald Scott
News Dept.

A hole in the local auto in-
dustry is being filled nicely by
an Ohio firm these days.

That’s because Classic Mo-
torCar Auctions of Canton,
Ohio, is bringing an entirely
new Spring Classic Car Auc-
tion to Novi on April 21-22.

The Spring Classic Auto
Auction will be held from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. each day and
there is a $10 public admission
fee.

Bob Lichty, co-founder of
Classic MotorCar Auctions, is
described as a car guy’s “car
guy” and he’s bringing the
event to the Suburban Collec-
tion Showplace in Novi.

“I really consider my career
a privilege – I got out of college
and never looked back, I’ve
had something to do with clas-
sic cars for the last 40 years,”
Lichty said in a recent phone
interview.

Prior to the founding of Mo-
torcar Portfolio (the parent of
the auction house), with Gary
Brown, Bob Lichty was the ex-
ecutive director of the Canton
Classic Car Museum.

He is past president of the
national Lincoln Highway As-
sociation for which he co-
chaired a 3300 mile historic
highway tour across the Unit-
ed States.

He and his wife are currently

working on the 2013 Lincoln
Highway Centennial tours. Pri-
or to returning to his home
area of northeastern Ohio in
1995, Mr. Lichty was marketing
director for the world famous
Blackhawk Collection in
Danville, California. Earlier in
his career, he held manage-
ment positions with notable
collector car industry compa-
nies including, Hemmings Mo-
tor News, Old Cars Weekly,
and Carlisle Productions.

“With my background, I de-
cided to start Classic Motor-
Car Auctions about three
years ago to pick up a void in

Ohio for auctions,” he said.
“Then when we saw the void

created in Novi, for that auc-
tion, which always had been
one of my favorites to attend –
I thought, shoot, we’re in the
auction business . . . .I guess
we’ll go up in Novi and do it.

“We talked to the Suburban
Collection Showplace, asked
them if they wanted another
auction and they were ex-
tremely supportive.

“Detroit’s a big ‘car guy’
town, for cripe’s sakes, so to
not have a mid-range auction
for the average guy, seemed
kind of a shame.

“I used to come up from
Ohio for that show every
year.”

So this will be Classic Mo-

torCar Auctions’ first such
auction at Novi.

Lichty said that his auction
will likely be more affordable
to the average bidder than
previously – from $2,500 on up
to the heavyweights, he guess-
es.

This auction will be heavy
on Big Three classic cars, too,
always a favorite for Detroit
audiences for obvious rea-
sons.

“We’ve got some wonderful
cars with a broad range:
there’s a 1940 Buick Century
convertible, which is a really
rare car, a 1969 Boss Mustang
429, an exceptional muscle
cars, a couple of neat, 1929
roadsters for the hot rod peo-
ple and there’s even a 1950s-
style speedboat in there, and
some later stuff up into the
1980s,” Lichty said.

“It’s really fun, I like the mix.
We’ve got a lot of the typical
Big Three cars, a lot of Ford,
Chevy, Buicks, Corvettes, in
the sale, typical of what’s pop-
ular in the Detroit area.

“Right now they range from
low-end, $2,500, all the way up
to a couple of resto-mods that
should draw $130,000, but a
lot of cars in the $25,000 to
$30,000 range.

“The last-minute consign-
ments are driving me crazy,
but we’re looking right now at
175 to 200 cars (for the April
21-22 event).”

For a more complete listing,
visit the auction house’s Web
site at classicmotorcarsauc-
tions.com.

Ohio Firm Brings Classic Car Auction Back to Novi

Bob Lichty of Ohio auction house Classic MotorCar is bringing a
new medium-sized auction to Novi on April 21-22. Cars at this
auction are expected to be sold anywhere from $2,500 on up to
$150,000, but will sell for a moderate price, on average, he said.

INDEPENDENCE
AUTO REPAIR

Full Service
� We Have Tires �

American Owned & Operated
We do all factory

scheduled maintenance!

FREE Shuttle Service within a 10 mile radius
FREE Courtesy Check on any vehicle
FREE Coffee to everyone

28775 Van Dyke • Warren
12 & Van Dyke

586-751-4440

Certifed
Technicians

15075 32 Mile Rd. • Romeo
Corner of 32 Mile & Powell Rd.

586-336-4440
2

Locati
ons:

Trans. Flush
w/ cleaner & additive.

Includes 17 qts. transmission fluid.
OR Coolant

Flushw/ cleaner & additive.
$9999 Inclu. 3 gal.

of Coolant
In-store offer good through 4-30-12

Front End
Alignment
$3999
4-Wheel
Alignment
$7999

Ceramic
Brake
Special

Includes pad
installation

In-store offer good
through 4-30-12

$9999
10%

OFF Parts

$1799
w/ Tire Rotation
$26.99

In-store offer good through 4-30-12

Full Service Oil,
Lube & Filter

Change
to All GM
Employees
w/ Badge

Camber & Caster
Adj. Additional

In-store offer good
through 4-30-12

OPEN:
Mon-Fri

7:30 am-6pm
Sat.

8am-3pm
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OOvveerr 3300 CClliinniiccss
TToo SSeerrvvee YYoouu

OOppeenn MMoonnddaayy--SSaattuurrddaayy

BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm 224488--557799--55227700
BBrriigghhttoonn 881100--552222--44660000
CClliinnttoonn TTwwpp.. 558866--999911--11992211
DDeeaarrbboorrnn 331133--556666--44003388
EEaassttppooiinnttee 558866--669933--44004433
LLiinnccoollnn PPaarrkk 331133--666622--11226633
NNoovvii 224488--993399--88337799
RRoocchheesstteerr 224488--449944--88553333
RRoommeeoo 558866--337722--99001100
TTrrooyy 224488--668888--00665555
WWaarrrreenn 558866--443366--33551166
WWhhiittee LLaakkee 224488--881122--99992222

Autoworkers and their dependents
receive an Extra 20% off ALL services*
Program may be covered by your FLEX Plan

*some restrictions apply

Carissa 
from Grand Rapids 
lost 78 lbs.

Lose all the weight
you want for 

$1 per pound

Lose up to
25 lbs. by

Memorial Day
WARREN URGENTCARE

“We Care”
URGENT CARE FOR ACCIDENTS AND INJURY

ADULT & PEDIATRIC ILLNESS
Digital X-Rays, EKG and Lab Work, On-Site Lab Service, Strep, Mono,
Pregnancy & Urine Testing, Vaccinations, Sports & School Physicals,

Occupational Medicine, Work-Related Injuries,
Pre-Hire Physicals (BAT & Urine Screening)

SPECIAL ON SPORTS PHYSICAL $25.00 State-of-the-Art Facility

8am-10pm • 7 Days a week • 365 Days a Year
“Bringing Quality Urgent Care To Your Neighborhood”

586-276-8200
31700 Van Dyke • Warren, MI 48093

On Van Dyke Rd., between 13 & 14 Mile in
St. John’s Windemere Park

OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

ATTENTION
Chrysler, GM, Ford

Employees, we’re within
2 miles of your plants

HAP & BCN
NO Referrals Needed!
www.warrenurgentcare.com

FLU SHOTS

Woodland Urgent Care
22341 W. 8 Mile Road

Detroit

313-387-8700

N. East Macomb Urgent Care
43900 Garfield, Suite 121

Clinton Township

586-868-2600

BRAKE SPECIAL

$19995
Most F.W.D. U.S. Cars • In-store offer ends 4-30-12

Check Our Price on
Tune Ups, Water Pumps,

Heater Cores & Other Repairs

DELUXE OIL
CHANGE
SPECIAL

Up To 5 Qts. Of
Oil Lube & Filter

•
No Disposal Fee

Includes topping off fluids

4-30-12

MMMMAAAAKKKKEEEE UUUUSSSS YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR FFFFIIII RRRRSSSSTTTT CCCCHHHHOOOOIIIICCCCEEEE

WARREN • 586-757-7203

$2170

MUFFLER & BRAKE SERVICE
23252 VAN DYKE

3 Blocks North of 9 Mile
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5pm; Sat.-Closed

Most FWD Cars  

• Front Metallic Disc Brake Pads

• 2 New Front Rotors

• Labor Included

MMUUFFFFLLEERR,, EEXXTTEENNSSIIOONN PPIIPPEE && TTAAIILL PPIIPPEE

10%Off
In-store offer ends 4-30-12

HHOOTT TTUUBB,, FFIIRREEPPLLAACCEE,, KKIINNGGBBEEDD......is awaiting you at the
Springbrook Inn.  All rooms offer a 6x6 hot tub, fireplace,
king size bed, private bathroom & Cable/DVD.  A hot
breakfast is served to your room & dinner pkgs. avail on
some nights ($139-$229).  The  Frog Tiki Bar is open on
Thursday, Friday & Saturday (Trivia Thursday every week). 

Ask about romantic extras & specials or visit us 
online at www.springbrookinn.com or call 880000//442244--00221188.

One mile E. of Houghton Lake on M-55.

HOUGHTON LAKE AREA GETAWAY

Mention this ad and receive 10% off full
rate on any reservation June 1-August 30,
2012, all reservations must be made by
May 1, 2012 to receive the 10% discount. 

(excludes current reservations, other offers, 
specials or gift certificates of any kind)  

Please read our current policies on our website.

Professional Repair Service
iPod • iPhone • iPad

23838 Van Dyke at Stephens (9 1/2)
– Inside Battery Warehouse Co –

586-754-2677

10%
Discount

for ALL
Employees
w/ID Badge

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!
6 FREE Foils w/haircut purchase

FREE Lip Buff w/eyebrow wax purchase
or $5.00 OFF any service.

58912 van dyke & 27 mile road • washington twp., mi 48094

586.697.5361

V
salonsalon

MALANA
Barber Shop

Village Plaza
5831 13 Mile Rd.

Warren

586-979-4285

10% DISCOUNT
to ALL Employees

w/ID Badge

Batteries for
Everything

586-838-4555
5755 12 Mile at Mound

The opening of TACOM’s new GSPEL vehicle testing lab at the De-
troit Arsenal in Warren drew hundreds of visitors to the opening
ceremonies and public tours last week.
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The Army Materiel Command band flew in from the Redstone Ar-
senal in Alabama to perform at the opening of TACOM’s new
GSPEL lab in Warren last week.
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News Dept.

TACOM Lifecycle Manage-
ment Command opened its
new vehicle test lab in Warren
and participants said this de-
but puts the Army entity at
the head of the class.

Indeed, the bright and
shiny GSPEL – for Ground Sys-
tems Power and Energy Labo-
ratory – offers TACOM and its
TARDEC partner a suite of
new military and heavy vehi-
cle test equipment and cells
that is comprehensive
enough to make even the Big
Three swoon.

The eight-labs-in-one
GSPEL facility offers numer-
ous testing capabilities and
an unmatched combination of
resources in a single lab.
GSPEL is located at the center
of the Detroit Arsenal in War-
ren.

TACOM hosted a grand
opening last week and hun-
dreds attended, including all
manner of visitors from the
Pentagon and Washington,
D.C. But then, there was much
to show off, according to offi-
cials at the Detroit Arsenal.

GSPEL is described as offer-
ing shared access to industry
and academia to facilitate the
exchange of information and
ideas to develop emerging en-
ergy technologies and vali-
date ground vehicle systems
– research that could also
help the U.S. achieve its relat-
ed energy security goals.

“GSPEL gives the Army
overarching, full-spectrum
testing and evaluation capa-
bility,” said TARDEC Interim
Director Jennifer Hitchcock.

“The GSPEL’s unique facili-
ties will allow the Army to
drive innovation for tomor-
row’s energy solutions.”

More than one guest speak-
er at the kickoff ceremony re-
marked about how fuel con-
voys in Iraq and Afghanistan
put U.S. soldiers at extreme
risk – statistics show that one

in 46 fuel convoys result in ei-
ther a fatality or serious in-
jury to allied troops fighting
in those wars.

Numerous TARDEC re-
search scientists, engineers
and technicians are already
moving into the 30,000-
square-foot GSPEL facility.

The Power and Energy/Ve-
hicle Environmental Lab, or
PEVEL – is the centerpiece
lab and features one of the
world’s largest environmental
chambers, enabling testing at
a wide degree of tempera-
tures found in battlefield envi-
ronments.

The lab’s dynamometer
and environmental chamber
combination allows for full
mission profile testing of
every ground vehicle plat-
form in the military inventory,
in any environmental condi-
tion.

The Calorimeter Lab is the
world’s largest and is capable
of testing radiators, charge
air coolers, oil coolers indi-
vidually or all three simulta-
neously.

And the Energy Storage Lab
makes it possible to safely
test and evaluate advanced
chemistry battery vehicle
modules. Explosion-proof bat-
tery test chambers enable
safe testing of advanced
chemistry battery packs.

Visiting dignitaries at the
event included U.S. Sen. Carl
Levin, chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee,
and U.S. Sen. Debbie
Stabenow, who sits on the
Senate Committee on Budget.

New TACOM Lab at Detroit Arsenal
Site Can Test Every Ground Vehicle
Platform in U.S. Military Inventory

DETROIT (AP) – About
1,700 Ford Motor Co. factory
workers have decided to take
early retirement offers and
will leave the company by
June 1.

The automaker says it will
bring back about 250 laid-off
employees and hire some re-
placements at lower wages.

Ford offered the buyouts to
all 41,000 factory workers last
fall in an effort to cut its
skilled trades and production
workforces. It offered skilled
trades workers like electri-
cians and plumbers $100,000
to retire. Production workers
were offered $50,000. The
company has about 9,000
skilled tradesmen, which it

says is too many.
Spokeswoman Marcey

Evans says Ford won’t re-
place all of the retiring work-
ers. New factory hires will be
paid around $16 per hour, a
little more than half the wage
of a longtime union worker.
Skilled tradesmen make
above $30 per hour, but
changes in factory equipment
in recent years have cut the
number of workers needed.

Ford is adding thousands of
workers this year to help sat-
isfy growing U.S. auto sales.
Factories in Wayne, Michigan,
near Detroit; Louisville, Ken-
tucky; Chicago and near
Kansas City, Missouri, are get-
ting additional workers.

1,700 UAW-Ford Employees Agree
To Take Buyouts and Leave Firm


